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TUESDAY, JULY1
1ITIMOTHY 4:12-16

1SAMUEL 17:19-58
“The imagination of man’s heart
is evil from his youth.”

LET NO MAN DESPISE THY
YOUTH

Today, the world is celebrating
Youth Day. It seems to be a
commonly accepted notion that
youthsbegiven ‘extra freedomand
right without any interference from
parents and teachers since this is
their day — just let them do what
they want. But there is a high
possibility that asmall group of them
may just abuseit for evil.

Accordingto 1 Timothy 4:12, God's
design for the young person is that
hewill bean example. Heistobea
good examplein al manner of life
including his speech, conduct and
behaviour. But today’s youth is
moving towardsthe opposite. Inthe
company of worldly friends and
unbelievers, it seems ‘strange’
indeed for one to be a good and
morally upright person. A ‘normal’
youth will insist on having his
freedom and right especialy fromhis
parents and teachers.

To all young people in particular,
God has a purpose for your life.
Sometimesit may seem lifeisatotal
confusion and mess, but be
comforted that God is there with
you. Don’'t give yourselves up to
despair, for God will help you. He
may not remove your problems but
He did promise to grant you
sufficient grace to go through them
(2 Cor 12:9). If you have any
strugglesor challengesinyour life,
talk to God first, and then open up
toyour parents, your church leaders
and your brothers and sisters-in-
Christ. Share your burdens, don’t
carry them alone. Young men and
women, you are important to your
parents, your pastor, the church and
ultimately to God. If you have been
bought with the blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, you are no longer a
child of thedevil but achild of God.

THOUGHT: Being young in age
does not mean one is immature in
faith. In the same manner, maturein
age does not mean mature in faith.
Maturity hasto do with one'slevel
of wisdom, knowledge, value,
spirituality and ability to make good
decisionsinlife. How matuream|?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
be an example and not a stumbling
block.




WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
PSALM 46:1-11

GENESIS19:15-29
“ Be still and know that
| am God.”

REVIVING YOUR QUIET TIME

One has said, ‘Quiet-Time is the
secret of a Christian’s daily life.’
How true! Are we found oftenin a
little corner spending aquiet moment
with God? Observations show that
Christians who fail often in Quiet-
time soon grow cold and eventually
backslide away from the Lord. But
the one who perseveres in Quiet-
Time growssteadily day by day with
theLord. Abrahamisagood example
who keepshisQuiet-Time according
to Genesis19:27, “ And Abrahamgat
up early in the morning to the place
where he stood before the LORD.”
Let us note a few things about
Abrahaminthisverse. (1) Hegot up
early in the morning to meet with
God. (2) Hemet God at aspecid place.
(3) He stood before God. Are these
demanding to you in any way? Yet
how often we lack the discipline to
get up early, go to a specia place
and spend some time alone with
God!

There are at least two purposes for
keeping Quiet-Time: to fellowship
with God and to grow in grace and
knowledge. To accomplish thesetwo
purposes, three important items
must be found in Quiet-Time:
worship, prayer, and meditation. In
Quiet-Time, quality is better than
quantity. It is better to spend 15
minuteswith God meaningfully than
an hour feeling very restless and
distracted by thethings of theworld.
Satan will also see to it that your
Quiet-Time is opposed every time.
Keeping your Quiet-Time will bea
constant and daily struggle. Yet this
istheonly ‘channel” where you can
draw specid strength from God daily.
As the physical body depends on
oxygen, food and water in order to
survive, the spiritual body needs
nourishment from God in order to be
strong. L et us persevere to keep our
Quiet-Timedaily that we may grow
in fellowship with God and aso to
grow inthe grace and the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THOUGHT: Whodoyouthink Satan
fear most? Theweakest saint praying
on his knees or the strongest saint
serving God on hisfeet?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, remove
from me the strong desire for
worldliness and let me enjoy my
Quiet-Timewith You.




THURSDAY, JULY 3
1CORINTHIANS9:24-27
HEBREWS12:1-2

“So, run that ye may obtain.”

RUNNING OUR CHRISTIAN
RACE

Our Christian lifeisnot a50-metre
or 100-metre dash where the runner
bursts out for a few seconds and
then collapses at the finishing line.
The Christian race is a tough,
enduring long distance race, in
which every ounce of energy,
discipline and perseverance need to
be exercised and utilized until we
finish the race and stand perfect
before the presence of our Lord.

True faith is a call to action with
total dependence upon the Lord.
This call involves laying aside
anything that hinders our progress
in running our Christian race. No
one can lay aside for you the
weights and sins that hinder your
Christian life— you yourself must
doit by faith.

Dear brethren, itistimeto run! Some
may beidling or sleeping at theside
of the racetrack. It is time to run!
Somemay becomplaining about the
condition of the course. Itistimeto
run! Some may be out of shape
spiritually, and offering endless
excuses of inadequacy. It istimeto
run!

“Looking unto Jesus’ means that
we must first turn our eyes away
from that which has been our
attention and affections, and then
focus solely upon Jesus Christ. Are
there things that have captivated
your focus, your affections? Are
there things that seem to be more
important to you than Jesus Christ?
You must look away from those
thingsand look unto Christ. Before
you start to grow weary and faint,
LOOK UP! A great cloud of
witnessesis cheering you on! Deal
with the weights and sins that
hinder your running, and run with
patiencewith your focusfixed upon
Christ, and run on considering
Christ who ran before you and who
has completed the race. So let us
run the race with great patience to
the glory of Jesus Christ.

THOUGHT: Isthere such athing
astaking abreak from the Christian
race?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, keep
my eyes fixed always on You and
may the things of earth grow
strangely dim in the light of Your
glory and grace.




FRIDAY, JULY 4
HEBREWS13:1-8

PSALM 12:1-8
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever.”

REMEMBER: ‘GOD WILL
NEVER CHANGE'

Hebrews 13:8 is my favourite verse
not because it is such a short verse
that it is easy to memorise, but
because | am so convicted how
fickle and unstable man can be (I
being one of them!). The truth is
stated clearly that my Saviour never
changes. What a comfort this
inspired and preserved statement
has brought to my soul that “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever.”

It is the same truth that strengthens
me, comforts me and assuresme over
and over again of all that God has
promised in His preciousWord. Itis
my prayer that thisversewill also be
ablessing to you.

If God isnot the same, if God could
possibly change what He has said
in His Word, then my faith in Him
would be greatly shaken and He
would not bethat SOLID Rock upon
which we areto build our lives. His
unchanging nature should cause us
to rejoice in the greatness of our
unchanging God! Rejoice, and again
| say rejoicel

People may fail you and forsakeyou.
But thank God that Hewill never fail
nor forsake you! When you sin and
fall short of what God wantsyou to
be, whenyour lifeisin atotal mess,
thank God that you can still count
on His faithfulness and everlasting
love. May the immutable Lord, the
same yesterday, today, and forever
be with us.

THOUGHT: Will our faithful God
not preserve His Word perfectly for
us today? Those who believe God
isfaithful and yet believe HisWord
is not perfectly preserved today, is
there not a great contradiction over
here?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me to be faithful just as You are.




SATURDAY, JULY 5
JOHN 10:1-18

MATTHEW 11:25-30
“ Come unto me ...and ye shall
find rest unto your souls.”

ARE YOU DEPRESSED? (1)

Depressionissomething that isvery
real inour lives. A man can suddenly
break down over anything,
everything or nothing. | believethat
a person, no matter how strong he
is, will have some degree of
depression in him. There are those
whose condition is more serious;
there are those not so serious. And
some may not even realizethey have
depression because they are able to
overcomeit easily.

Haveyou ever broken down before?
Have you ever been tempted to give
up or have given up because you
simply cannot take it anymore?1’m
sure you have. Some have chosen
to live in this place called
‘Depression Avenue.’” It is at the
corner of ‘Despair’ and * Self-Pity.” It
is a place of darkness, gloom and
doom where you can hear all kinds
of complaint, murmuring, sadness,
unhappiness, and with all the'l can’t
takeit anymore’ attitudes!

But Jesus who has saved us is
calling usto comeout of ‘ Depression
Avenue.’ Come out! Let this place
befar away from us. Hewants usto
go to a better place. A place at the
beautiful and green pasture called
the * Abundant Gardens.’ Itis at the
corner of ‘Joy’ and ‘ Thanksgiving’
surrounded by God’s grace and
mercy, overflowing withlove, truth,
light and abundance of every kind.

Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will giveyou rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for | am
meek and lowlyin heart: and yeshall
find rest unto your souls’ (Matt
11:28, 29). Will you come? The
decision is yours to make if you
would come out of ‘Depression
Avenue' into * Abundance Gardens.’

THOUGHT: If medicinecanhelpto
suppress depression, do | still need
God?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, let my
troubled soul find rest in You.




LORD’ SDAY, JULY 6
JOHN 10:1-18

PSALM 24:1-6
“By me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, ...and find pasture.”

ARE YOU DEPRESSED? (11)

There is a gate to ‘Abundant
Gardens and on top of thegateisa
banner that says: “Whosoever will,
may enter but permanent residence
is strongly encouraged.” Many,
unfortunately, would love to enter
but do not stay intherefor long. This
is a sad thing. Many somehow
cannot stay put in ‘Abundance
Gardens.” For whatever reasons,
they like to sneak out and end up at
‘Depression Avenue’ instead.

Theworld offers many solutionsfor
depression. They tell you, “Stop
thinking you cannot do it. You can!
Stop thinking of the negatives; think
positive! Stop dwelling on past
failures; think of the victories and
successes you have already
obtained and tell yourself you can
do it again!” All these words when
said at the right time and mood can
be very motivational, inspiring and
powerful. And peoplewill buy it and
pay big money just to feel good and
be motivated. The problemwith this
kind of answersisavery seriousone
because you learn to trust more in
yourself to lift yourself up rather
thanin God. But beforeyou know it,
you fall again. And again you need
such motivations to make you feel
“high” just like the effect of drugs.

Dear brethren, it istimeto be honest
with ourselves. It is time to stop
deceiving ourselves, to stop
believing in our own wisdom and
capabilities. It is time to look up
instead of looking down, left or right,
front or back, or inside us. You have
looked everywhere for answers but
why not look up? Are you not tired
of living alife that is tossed about
by every wind of circumstance that
comes along your way? Jesus says
“...1 amcome that they might have
life, and that they might haveit more
abundantly” (John 10:10). This
abundant lifeispromised to you not
for the future but now! Jesus wants
youtoliveit out right now! Will you?

THOUGHT: Positivethinking seems
to get many out of depression.
Should Christiansrecommend it?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
meto trust in You and You alone.




MONDAY, JULY 7
JOHN10:1-18

PSALM 16:1-11
“Therefore my heart is glad,
and my glory rejoiceth.”

ARE YOU DEPRESSED? (I11)

Dear friends, if Jesus said that we
can have life more abundantly, that
settlesit. Hewon't tell us something
that is not realistic. Will Jesus give
us abundant life only to take it
away? Will Hetorment uslikethis?
Of course not! But we must decide
whether to leave ‘Depression
Avenue’ and enter ‘ Abundance
Gardens.” And not only that, we
must be willing to live there as
permanent residents, and not slip
out and be found at ‘Depression
Avenue' again.

One has said, ‘Abundant life is a
life with a meaningful present, not
just in the future.” Do you believe
this? Who does not want to be
successful? Who does not want to
be good in everything? Which
teacher does not want to be the best
teacher role model of the school?
Which player does not want to be
the MV P, the most valuable player?
Which employee does not want to
be the best empl oyee of the month?
What we don't realize is that our
present life can be meaningful
simply because we arewonderfully
madein God's image. Wecertainly
mean something to God for Him to
bewilling to do so much to save us
fromour sins.

Dear friends, do you fear because
of what the future may bring? The
possibility of failing health, failing
finances, and difficultiesof all sorts
leave many peoplefeeling hopeless,
helpless and greatly depressed. But
we who are in Christ need not be
afraid anymore. Indeed, lifewithout
Christ is a hopeless end; life with
Christisan endlesshope. Onehymn
writer wrote, ‘ BecauseHelives, | can
facetomorrow. Because Helives, al
fear is gone. Because | know, He
holds the future. And life is worth
thelivingjust because Helives.” Let
us start living our abundant life
today!

THOUGHT: How canl il trust God
when | cannot see any light at the
end of the dark tunnel?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for the endless hope in Christ
Jesus.




TUESDAY, JULY 8
MATTHEW 25:31-46
ROMANS5:1-8

“Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

WHEN LOVING ISHARD (1)

More than ten years ago, | got to
know an unusual friend. He is
physically handicapped. He was
involved in a very bad accident
when he was very young. That
accident changed his entire life.
Today, hewakswith alimp, and he
depends very much on hisleft hand
because hisright hand isvery weak.
Even his speech is affected and one
can hardly understand what he
says. At first, | was very happy to
know him mainly because he has
becomea Christian. His appearance
was pleasant. He was very neat and
presentable. | enjoyed hiscompany
very much and learnt many things
from him aswell. However, slowly
he began to change. His dressing
became untidy. Sometimes he did
not bathe for several days, and | can
smell his odour even from a
distance. Soon, | began to feel
uneasy when | was with him. | no
longer enjoyed his company. |
began to shun him. Why isthis so?
| then realized that loving a person
is not easy after all. Do you also
have this problem?

God loves us when we are most
unloveable. Romans 5:8, “But God
commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” That is how
great His love is. He welcomes us
into His family regardless of how
messed up we are. If God so love
us, let usaso love one another. L et
us pray that God will give us the
strength to accept others as they
are, and to help us be more
understanding towards those who
are different from us. When loving
ishard, think of God'slove.

THOUGHT: If | try tolovesomeone
whom | hate, am | not being
hypocritical ?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to love others as You have loved
me
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 9
MATTHEW 25:31-46
ROMANS5:1-8

“ Charity suffereth long ....”

WHEN LOVING ISHARD (I1)

A story istold about a soldier who
was finally coming home after
having fought awar in Vietnam. He
called his parents from San
Francisco, “Mom and Dad, I'm
coming home, but I’ve a favor to
ask. | haveafriend |’ dliketo bring
homewithme.” “ Sure,” they replied,
“we'dloveto meet him.” “There's
something you should know,” the
son continued, “he was hurt pretty
badly in the fighting. He stepped
onalandmineandlostanarmand a
leg. He has nowhere elseto go, and
I want him to live with us.” “I'm
sorry to hear that, son. Maybe we
can help him find somewhere to
live.” “No, Mom and Dad, | want
himtolivewithus.” “ Son,” said the
father, “you don’t know what
you' re asking. Someone with such
a handicap would be a terrible
burden on us. We have our own
lives to live, and we can't let
something like this interfere with
our lives. | think you should just
come home and forget about this
guy. He'll find away to live on his
own.” At that point, the son hung
up the phone. The parents heard
nothing morefrom him. A few days
later, however, they received acall
from the San Francisco police. They
were told their son had died after
falling from abuilding. The police
believed it was suicide. The grief-
stricken parents flew to San
Francisco and were taken to thecity
morguetoidentify the body of their
son. They recognized him, but to
their horror they also discovered
something they didn’t know, their
son had only one arm and one leg.

The parents in this story are like
many of us. Wefind it easy to love
those who are good-looking or fun
to have around, but we don’t like
people who inconvenience us or
make us feel uncomfortable. We
would rather stay away from people
who aren’t as healthy, beautiful, or
smart asweare. Thankfully, thereis
Someone who won't treat us that
way. Let uspray that God will give
ustheloveto accept people asthey
are, and to help us be more
understanding towards those who
aredifferent from us. When loving
ishard, think of God’slove!

THOUGHT: If Godislove, why did
He still send sinnersto hell?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me to love those whom | do not
love.
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THURSDAY, JULY 10
MATTHEW 25:31-46
ROMANS5:1-8

“ Charity ... seeketh not her own ..”

WHEN LOVING ISHARD (I11)

Do you find it hard to love others?
Unless you know God's love, you
will continueto find it hard.

Thereisan old story about Johnwho
worksasarailway bridge controller.
One day his 8-year-old son spent
the day with him at work. The boy
played near the bridge while John
as usual wasin his office. When he
saw afar an oncoming ship, he
opened up the bridge for the ship to
pass. After the ship had passed, he
suddenly realized hissonwasnot in
theoffice. To hishorror, he saw him
climbing onto the bridge. He quickly
ran outside to rescue his son but
just then he heard the sound of a
fast approaching passenger train. He
yelled to his son to crawl back, but
the noise of the now clearing ship
and the oncoming train made it
impossible for the boy to hear him.
And all of asudden themanrealized
his horrible dilemma. If he did not
close the bridge, the train would
crash, killing all 400 on board. But if
he closed the bridge for the train,
his son would bekilled by thetrain.
Hemade hisdecision: He pulled the
manual lever to closethe bridge. As
the train went by safely, he could
see the faces of the passengers,
some reading, some even waving to
him, not aware of the sacrifice hehad
just made for them.

Aswe consider God'’s love, what a
great sacrifice He has made to give
His only begotten Son for us! He
could not spare us sinners and at
the same time spare His Son Jesus.
God had to allow suffering,
humiliation and death to come upon
His Son. Whileit caught the man by
surprise to give up his only son to
save those passengers on board the
train, the death of Jesus was not a
sudden or spontaneous decision. It
was planned even before the
foundation of theworld. It costs God
so much to love us. When loving is
hard, think of God'slove.

THOUGHT: Wearealsotold not to
love the world, neither thethingsin
the world. Isthere a contradiction
here?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank
Youfor Your lovethrough Your only
begotten Son Jesus Christ.
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FRIDAY, JULY 11
JEREMIAH 18:1-6
ROMANS9:6-29

“ ... For who hath resisteth His will?”

GOD THE POTTER, WE THE
CLAY

Jeremiah 18:6: “O house of Israel,
cannot | do with you asthis potter?
saiththe LORD. Behold, astheclay
isin the potter’s hand, so areyein
mine hand, O house of Israel.” This
isapowerful versethat driveshome
the point. “ ...Cannot | do with you
as this potter? Saith the LORD.”
Of course He can. Everything is
absolutely under His control and
power. He hasevery right over them
because He is the Creator and they
are His creatures. The potter isin
full control asto what he wants to
do with the clay in his hands. The
clay has no power whatsoever to
resist the potter. We speak of the
Great Potter not asonewhoisabig
bully; treating uslikefools, making
fun of us, and destroying us. No,
not that! God exercises His control
over us by His enduring mercy and
abundant grace. Think about that!
Hedid not control uslikerobots: by
the pressing of the buttons, we just
turn left or right! Instead He gives
us the liberty whether we would
serve Him or not. He does not force
usto serve Him. Have we chosen to
serve Him because welove Him?

Even if we serve Him out of love
and gratitude, is our service
according to His way and
instruction? Or arewe serving Him
using our own human wisdom and
strength?1f we serve Himin our own
way, no wonder there is no power
and effectivenessin our service; no
wonder thereisnolifein our service!
If only we would let God mold us
that we might befit for Hisservice.

Dear fellow labourers, let us
remember that we are always the
clay and God is aways the Potter.
May we submit to God's molding
that we may be approved vessels
for Hisuse, totheglory of HisName.

THOUGHT: Why didn't God make
us like robots so that we will do
everything according to His
programming?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for making me useful for Your
service.

13



SATURDAY, JULY 12
ECCLESASTESS:1-7
JOHN 4:7-26
“They that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth.”

KEEPING THE SANCTITY OF
THE HOUSE OF GOD

“ Keep thy foot when thou goest to
the house of God, and be more
ready to hear, than to give the
sacrifice of fools: for they consider
not that they do evil” (Eccl 5:1).The
house of God isthe sacred place of
divine worship where the Word is
preached and the ordinances
administered. Although there is
nothing mystical about the physical
sanctuary of the church, we are to
observe the sanctity of the house
of the Almighty God. The house of
God isnot to betreated asthough it
isamarketplace, our ownhomeor a
recreation club. Itisthe placewhere
sinful and depraved man appears
before the sovereign God with fear
and trembling. What are some of the
things we should be found doingin
the house of God?

1 Be early. Habitual lateness
reveals our lackadaisical
attitude towards God.

2 Dress  modestly and
appropriately.

3. Beaprayer warrior and avoid
unnecessary conversation
before and during theworship
service. (The sanctuary is not
afellowship hall.)

4.  Prepare yourself for worship
by engaging in personal
prayer or pre-service singing.

5. Be an active worshipper.
Follow the order of worship.

6. Bereverent. (eg: avoid taking
off your shoes, avoid eating
and drinking.) Be considerate
toward other worshippers.
Avoid anything that may be
distracting.

Thisis not alist of do's and
don'ts. If itisso, wewould be
no different from the Pharisees
who burdened the peoplewith
their by-laws. Some of the
thingswedo may belawful but
may not be edifying when
doneat thewrong time. Let us
worship the Lord in spirit and
in truth by keeping the
sanctity of the house of God.

THOUGHT: Can| worship God on
my own without going to church on
Sunday?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
toworship You in spiritand in truth.

14



LORD’SDAY, JULY 13
DEUTERONOMY 10:12-22

ROMANS3:1-23
“For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.”

FEARING GOD (1)

A life without God is likened to a
man on a small boat upon the vast
Pacific Ocean without the rudder to
guide him. He will drift about not
knowing where he is going. There
are many like that who would go
about their liveswithout any regard
for God. There are atheists who
either do not believe the existence
of God or do not careif God really
exists. So they would eat, drink, be
merry and then dielike anyoneelse,
not knowing there are
accountability and judgment before
God after their lives have ended.

Arewealsoliving our liveswithout
any regard for God? How do we
show that we really have aregard
for Godinour lives?We areto fear
God. This alone deserves our
immediate attention. What does it
mean to fear God? To fear God does
not mean that we should be afraid
of God as man sometimesis afraid
of lizards, cockroaches, or of height
and darkness. No, these are
irrational fears. They are not taught
tous. Most of them come naturally.
But Solomon gave a specific
command: He calls usto fear God.
We need to be taught and called to
fear God. The fear of God is not
developed according to our
emotions, but in our understanding
of who God is. Why should wefear
God? We begin to fear God when
we truly understand who Hereally
is.

Therefore, the main reason why
most people live their lives
carelessly isthat they fail to know
and understand God. Watch out for
the next few days' readings as we
look at three attributes of God that
will help uslearntoreally fear God.

THOUGHT: It seems such athin
line between fear and terror, yet love
isthat great virtue which separates
the two far apart that they never
meet.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
tofear Youand love You at the same
time.

15



MONDAY, JULY 14
ISAIAH 6:1-13

EPHESIANS4:17-29
“Put off concerning the former
conversation the old man.”

FEARING GOD (11)

The first attribute of God that
should help us to fear God is that
Heisinfinitely holy. Because God
isholy, Hedemandsthat His people
be holy aswell. Because God ishaly,
we are not to approach Him
according to our emotions,
understanding or what we think is
right, but that whichisinaccordance
with Hisrevea ed will, the Word of
God. God is so holy that even the
cherubim which were created to
serve Him, covered their eyes and
their feet as they cry out unto Him
“Holy, holy, holy.”

How can we approach God with
arrogance or without any
reverence? Ought not we be like
I saiah who trembled beforethe holy
God saying, “Woe is me! for | am
undone; because | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips’
(Isa 6:5). That is how we ought to
fear God  because He is a holy
God. For usto be holy requireshard
work. Doing nothing at al does not
make us holy. The hard work is to
separate ourselves from all
uncleanness and unrighteousness.
Only true believers can do it and
only they will manifest true
holiness. Ephesians 4:24, “ And that
ye put on the new man, which after
God is created in righteousness
andtrueholiness.” Only bornagain
believers in Christ have the new
man in them. One may pretend to
be holy. Hemay be ableto hidefrom
man, but not from God. One day,
this sin will be put to open shame.

The new man that God gave usis
created in righteousness and true
holiness. Itislikeapackage. Aswe
put on the new man day by day,
therewill beagradua development
of true holiness and righteousness
inour life. Therefore, let usrightly
fear God because He is infinitely
holy.

THOUGHT: How canthenew man
and old man dwell together in a
believer?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
to yield to the new man that | may
fear You as | ought.
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TUESDAY, JULY 15
ECCLESIASTES12:1-14
2CORINTHIANSS:1-10
“For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ.”

FEARING GOD (I11)

The second attribute of God to help
us learn to fear God is that He is
infinitely just. “ For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil” (Eccl
12:14). Everything will cometo light.
This open judgment will surely
come. God is fair and just. Those
who have done good shall be
praised and rewarded. But those
who have doneevil shall be shamed
and punished.

We see this in our society. A man
robbed an elderly woman of her
money. Then a passerby stopped
him and handed him over to the
police. Standing before the judge,
the robber is pronounced guilty and
thereby punished according to the
civil law. The passerby was praised
and awarded a medal of
commendation. Thejudgeisfair and
just in hisjudgment.

Likewise for us, one day we shall
stand before God in judgment. How
will we stand? Will we be praised or
shamed? Remember, Ecclesiastes
12:14 says that even those things
that were done in secret will be
brought to judgment. Are we
indulging in some secret sins
thinking that no onewill ever know?

Dearly beloved, God knows
everything. Let none of usthink that
God is unaware of all that we do or
say in secret. He sees through our
deepest thoughts and hearts, of
which sometimes we may not even
fully understand ourselves. Thereis
absolutely nothing that can escape
Hisknowledge. Solet usrepent now
and may God forgive us. God is
infinitely just. He aloneis perfectly
just, and He shall bring all thingsto
judgment one day. Because God is
infinitely just, wemust fear Him. May
God help us.

THOUGHT: Isitunjust of God to
punish His Son when His Son is
sinless?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for exercising justice that is
coupled with mercy and compassion
forme.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 16
EZEKIEL 37:1-14
1TIMOTHY 2:1-8

“ One mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”

FEARING GOD (IV)

Thethird attribute of God to help us
learn to fear God is that He is
sovereign. God has absolute control
over Hiscreation. He hasevery right
and power to execute justice against
sinnersand their sins. Eachtimewe
sin against Him, He has the power
tojudge usright there and then. But
He has chosen to be gracious and
forgiving, that we might repent and
trust in Him. For thisreason He gave
us His only begotten Son that
through Him we might be saved. So
if we believe by faith that the Lord
Jesus Christ has saved us from our
sins, we need not go to the Great
White Throne of judgment. We are
now placed before the Throne of
Grace.

He who believes that God will call
sinful men to judgment one day, and
therefore fear the punishment of
God, may flee to Jesus to be his
Mediator and Advocate. And he
who has the Lord Jesus Christ as
his Mediator and Advocate need
not be afraid anymore. Have you
ever experienced physical pain?In
hell, physical pain will be very
greatly intensified. Have you ever
experienced the pain of a guilty
conscience?In hell, the pain will be
multiplied many timesand will never
be quenched. But worst of al, have
you ever experienced fear? Every
soul in hell will befilled with fear of
the highest degree by the thought
that God isinfinitely holy and just,
and that He hates sin with a perfect
hatred.

Flee, therefore, to the Lord Jesus
Christ while there is still time.
Forsake your self-righteousness
and your sin. Do not excuse
yourself by saying that you are too
busy to think of God and Christ.
Otherwise, you will enter into that
damnation of God's judgment and
hell fire, and you will have eternity
to regret. Seek the Lord while He
may befound. Fear Him because He
isthe sovereign God.

THOUGHT: Since Godissovereign,
why does He not destroy all His
enemiesimmediately?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help me
to hate sin in the same way as You
do.
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THURSDAY, JULY 17
JAMES2:14-26

2TIMOTHY 3:1-17
“ Continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned.”

FEARING GOD (V)

We ought to fear God because Heis
infinitely holy, just and sovereign.
Yet our fear should be out of a
genuine love, and out of a deep
reverence and submission to our
heavenly Father. That must be our
highest motivation to keep His
commandmentsin order tofulfill the
whole duty of man. If wetruly fear
God, we will keep His
commandments willingly and
lovingly. Our fear of God isdifferent
from thefear that unbelieversor the
fallen angels might have. Though
they fear Him, they will never love
Him, much less obey or put their
faith in Him. James 2:19, “ Thou
believest that there is one God;
thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.” Therefore it
isimportant for usto “work out our
own salvation with fear and
trembling” (Phil 2:12).

Godly fear isnot for show or merely
manifested in the outward
appearance. We must guard
ourselves against " having a form
of godliness but denying the power
thereof” (2Tim 3:5). Godly fear is
developed and cultivated from
within the new man. May our new
man be biblically guided and
equipped that we may increase in
“thefaith, and the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of
thefulnessof Christ” (Eph 4:13).

Since God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it begood, or whether
it be evil, how will you fare? Will
you be praised for that which is
good, or be put to shame for that
whichisevil?Fear Him because our
God is a holy, just and sovereign
God.

THOUGHT: Each time | sin
deliberately, it is an outright
rebellion against God.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to fear You so that | will not sin
against You.
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FRIDAY, JULY 18
EPHES ANS5:1-17
PSALM 90:1-17

“Teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

REDEEMING THE TIME

My maternal grandfather passed
away towards the end of the year
1999. Hedid not live to seethe year
2000. One month before he died, he
was admitted to hospital because of
aninfection onhisleft leg. Asit was
the school holidays, | was able to
look after him daily. | had so many
opportunities to share the gospel
with him. | always brought with me
some Chinese tracts so that | can
share with him anytime. But each
time when the opportunity came, |
hesitated and never shared. Each
timel told myself: ‘ Tomorrow | will
definitely share with him.” This
happened again and again. Then one
morning asusual, | told myself that |
must reglly sharethe gospel with him.
| even decided that | would go early
that day so that | can have moretime
with him. That very same day before
| left home, | received a phone call
that my grandfather had passed
away inhissleep. | could not believe
it! | had failed totell my grandfather
about Jesus Christ. | regretted it very
much. | should have shared the
gospel with him. But now it was all
too late. That was a very painful
lesson for me. | thought there was
still time but opportunity passed me
by and it was gone forever.

“ Redeeming the time because the
days are evil” (Eph 5:16). Is there
something important you ought to
do but you have foolishly put it
aside? DO IT NOW! Do not repeat
my mistake. Sometimes we like to
do certain thingssimply to kill time.
But the one who has nothing to do
but simply kill time isin danger of
being ‘killed” himself. Toredeemtime
is to do that which God has
instructed us to do, and to DO IT
NOW! Areyou still waiting to open
your Bible to get down to some
seriousreading?Areyou still waiting
for the right mood before you
commit yourself to the Lord’s
service? Are you still hesitating to
believe in Jesus who has saved you
from your sins? Dear friends, weare
told to redeem time. Will you, before
itistoo late? May God help us.

THOUGHT: Timeismoreexpensive
than money. Timelost is permanent.
Money lost is only temporary.
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to cherish the time which You have
givenme.
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SATURDAY, JULY 19
PSALM 73:1-28
1CORINTHIANS10:22-33

“Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?”

ISYOUR LIFE DRIVEN BY
PURPOSE OR CHRIST?

Most of uslive our life by purpose.
Even doing nothing isdriven by the
intentional or unintentional purpose
of idling time away. What is your
purpose in life? Is it the goal of
becoming amillionaire?Isit to have
a happy and well-provided-for
home? We can spend our entirelife
driven by such purposes, yet we can
still end up feeling empty and
meaningless. Pause and think. Why
should your life be just a purpose-
drivenlife? Shouldn'tit beaChrist-
drivenlife?

Our Chief End: (a) ToGlorify God

“Whether thereforeyeeat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31). A
Christ-drivenlifeglorifiesGod. How
can we glorify Him unless we obey
Him?How can we obey Him unless
we know what He has commanded
usto do? We must get back to God's
Word: to know it well and live our
life according to it. Thisishow we
canglorify God.

Our Chief End: (b) To Enjoy God
Forever

“Whom have | in heaven but thee?
And there is none upon earth that |
desire besidethee. My flesh and my
heart faileth: but God is the
strength of my heart, and my
portionfor ever” (Psa73:25,26). God
desires that we enjoy Him too. But
this is something we have failed
often. Because we still crave after
worldly pleasures and sinful
activities, to give them all up for
Christ’ssakeisagreat struggle. Yet
because we are not our own and our
chief end now isto glorify God, we
must let our appetite crave for the
things of God and not of the world
anymore. May the love of Christ
constrain us that we may live a
Chrigt-drivenlife: to glorify God and
enjoy Himforever.

THOUGHT: Christ must be the
Purpose that drivesmy life.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
acknowledge always that You are
the Driver of my lifeand | am Your
‘passenger.’
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LORD’ SDAY, JULY 20
2TIMOTHY 2:1-26

MATTHEW 16:21-28
“If we believe not, yet he abideth
faithful, he cannot deny himself.”

DARE TO CONFESS

Each time we go through the
immigration checkpoint, we are
faced with two lanes: *Goods to
declare’ or ‘Nothing to declare.” If
you have something to declare and
you honestly declare, the custom
officers will usually let you go
easily. Butif youfail to declareand
you are caught, be sure they will
lock you up till you confessand pay
the heavy fine. In the same way,
have you declared Christ after you
professed to believe in Him? Do
you dareto confess Him in public?

Have you ever been in some
uncomfortable situations where
somehow it seems ‘difficult’ to
stand up for your Christian faith?
For example, when everyone is
going to have fun at the rock
concerts, night clubs, or other such
places, how should you turn down
the invitation? Give some
convenient excuses? Say that you
have another appointment? Or that
you are not feeling well? Or you
have no money? And not say
honestly that asa Christian, you do
not want to be found in places that
God would not be pleased?

We may not have reached the stage
whereour lifewill bein danger when
we confess Jesus Christ. However,
in our daily struggle and pressure
from theworld, we may betempted
to deny Christ. But whatever our
difficulties may be, there is no
reason for us to deny Jesus as our
Lord and Saviour. Godisstill on His
throne. He who allows us to enter
into difficultieswill surely bring us
through thedifficulties. Hewill give
us the strength and grace that we
need. When we go through the
‘checkpoints’ of life, may we
honestly and boldly declare Christ
asour Lord and Saviour. If wefail
todeclare, it can only mean that we
are too ashamed of Him. May this
not happen to us!

THOUGHT: If othersdo not know
that | am a Christian, maybe | am
not shining for Jesus at all!

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hedpme
to boldly confess You before the
wholeworld.
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MONDAY, JULY 21
ROMANS2:1-16
JOHN 8:1-11

“Go and sin no more.”

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
CONSCIENCE

What is conscience? It is a moral
sense or knowledge of concurrence.
The conscience is man’s judgment
concerning himself and his deeds,
to the extent heis subject to God's
judgment. The conscience consists
in three elements taken from
Romans2:14-16:

1) Knowledge. This knowledge is
knowledge of the will of God,
commanding or forbidding every
man with promises and warnings.
The conscience prescribes what
must either be refrained from or be
done. The more clearly and
powerfully it does this, the better
the conscience is functioning.

2) Witness. After man’sobligation
to God is held before him, the
conscience determines whether or
not he has acted according to light
and knowledge. The conscience
takes note of his own action and
conformity to the commandment
held before him. The more clearly
and powerfully conscience
witnesses to man, the better it is
performing itsduty.

3) Acknowledgment. Therighteous
God is aware of man’s actions and
will reward or judge him accordingly.
The more conscience subjectsitsel f
to the knowledge of God and is
sensitive toward it, the more
faithfully consciencewill performits
task.

Man’s conscience is not to be
based on man’s standard, but on
God's alone. Only God's standard
is infallible, perfect, and just.
Therefore every conscience must
be examined inthelight of the holy
commandments of God. Aninjured
or guilty conscience can recover
and berestored when thereisgodly
sorrow over sin and genuine
repentance. Therecovery of it may
not beimmediate. It may taketime
for the conscienceto be restored to
itssensitivity again. May God help
us to keep a clear conscience and
seek alwaysto glorify Him.

THOUGHT: If my conscience no
longer works, what can | do?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
keep my conscience pure and free.
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TUESDAY, JULY 22
ROMANS12:1-18
PSALM 1:1-6
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice
holy, acceptable unto God.”

SAVED TO SERVE

Thereisamuseumin Cambodiathat
houses the records (including
photographs and reports) of the
extreme cruelty and wickedness of
the Pol Pot regime. Pol Pot wasthe
communist Cambodian leader
behind the killing of 2 million
Cambodians. In this museum,
located where the killings were
carried out, one can easily imagine
how cruel and wicked Pol Pot was
towards his own countrymen.
During that time, there was a daily
list of names of peoplewho wereto
be executed. All were to be killed
except for those whose names have
the words ‘saved for use’ written
beside them. Only afew out of the
tens of thousands were spared
death because of these words
beside their names. They were
saved for use! But once they
become useless, they were cast
away and executed.

We who have believed in Christ
have also been saved for use. But
God is not like Pol Pot. God saved
usforever. We could have been | eft
to go our own way, but God saved
us. And He saved us for His use.
We have been saved not for
nothing, but for His use. Are you
willing to serve God? To be of use
to God?

This world leads us to a hopeless
end, but itis Christ who givesusan
endless hope. Think about that! If
you are willing to slog so hard for
the world which gives you a
hopeless end, why is it so difficult
for you to labour for Christ who
gives you an endless hope? Will
you not serve Him today? You are
saved to serve!

THOUGHT: If God has blessed
every Christian with at least one
spiritual gift, why isit that not every
oneisserving Him?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, let me
serveYou aslong asYou enable me
to.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
HEBREWS11:1-40
JAMES2:14-26

“ Faith without works is dead.”

BUILDING UP YOUR MOST
HOLY FAITH (1)

Intheworld, faithislooked upon as
acommon denominator. Every one
expresses faith in something
everyday. When you get up in the
morning, you turn on the tap in the
bathroom having faith that water will
flow. When you get into your car,
you turn the key having faith that
the engine will start. Or when you
walit for the train or bus, you stand
at the platform having faith it would
come. Thisisfaithinphysical things.

Faith is also expressed in the
spiritual realm. Muslims placetheir
faith in the Koran and their prophet
Mohammed. Buddhists place their
faith in Buddha's teachings and
meditations. And we Christians put
our faith in Jesus and the Bible.
What is the difference then? As far
asthe spiritual realm is concerned,
we should only be interested in the
faith that saves and works. Faith is
true and genuine only when the
object of faith is divine and true.
Who isthe object of your faith?1sit
God? Is it Jesus? Or is it man or
certain things you cannot live
without? There are at least 3
misconceptions about faith.

Thefirst misconception about faith
stems from some people believing
that faithisthat ability to manipulate
God. Thisisthe clever approach of
the ‘health and wealth’ prosperity
gospel found in many extreme
charismatic churches. For example,
they use the Prayer of Jabez as a
formulato demand thingsfrom God.
Recite Jabez’'s prayer many times
and God will eventually give you
what you want. Theattitudeis: “If
God doesn't give me what | want
today, | will pester Him again
tomorrow.” No, wemust not dothis!
Faith is NOT our ability to
mani pulate the hands of God!

THOUGHT: Truefaithisafaiththat
works the hardest, all because that
preciousfaith comesfrom God.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may
Youincrease my faithtotrustinYou
more and more.
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THURSDAY, JULY 24
2TIMOTHY 1:7-18

PHILIPPIANS3:1-21
“What things were gain to me,
those | counted loss for Christ.”

BUILDING UP YOUR MOST
HOLY FAITH (1)

The second misconception about
faith isthat we must take aleap of
faith in order to believe in God. Is
there such a thing as “a leap of
faith”?Tome, it soundslikejumping
into a dark hole without knowing
how deepitis. “Oh, comeon, don’t
worry, just jump!” This is even
worse than bunjee jumping or
parachuting. At least you know you
arejumping off thecliff or the plane
and you are able to see what is
below.

Instead of “a leap of faith,” we
should take a STEP of faith.

The step of faithisthelogical step
that isbased on the knowledge and
understanding of who our Saviour
redlyis. Itisnot just onestep only.
As we take more steps, we know
Him deeper and closer. TheApostle
Paul says, “1 know whom | have
believed ... " Because Paul knew
his living Saviour, he was able to
share Him with otherswho need to
know Himtoo.

But there are some who say, “I
don’t know God. | don’t even know
if God existsbut | just believe.” Can
such a belief save a person? This
isblindfaith, isn’tit? Do you know
Him who saved you? If your
answer is no, then why not get to
know Him and takethat step of faith
and believein Him today?

THOUGHT: True faith demands
that we must know the Giver of that
faith. Many today do not know Him
and yet they say they have faith.
What kind of faith isthat?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father,
increase my faith as| seek to know
Y ou more and more through Your
Word with the help of the Holy

Spirit.

26



FRIDAY, JULY 25
ROMANS1:16-32
GALATIANS3:1-14

“The just shall live by faith.”

BUILDING UPYOURMOST
HOLY FAITH (111)

The third misconception about faith
is that people believe that faith is
simply a devotion to whatever god
one happens to follow. As long as
they are sincere, they will get their
rewards and will enter heaven.
Really? What if they are sincerely
wrong about their faith? What if the
object of their faithisafalse one?|
don’t want to take such arisk. | must
know who really can save me.

The Christian faith is the only
religion that tellssinful man that God
saves. No human effort can
contribute to man’s salvation. Jesus
alone saves, period! If ever salvation
were to depend on ourselves, we
worry because we know how
unstable and sinful we are. We can
never saveourselves. But if salvation
isof theLord, wecanrest assuredin
Him.

Wearelikeathree-year-old childwho
issecured in hisfather’sarmsin the
middle of the pool. But asthefather
begins to go deeper into the pooal,
the child begins to show an
increasing degree of panic and will
hold all themoretightly to hisfather.
Is there a need for the boy to panic
at all? The answer is no. The boy
should have realized there is no
reason for increased anxiety. The
depth of the pool in any part was
surely more than his height. But he
is not left alone by himself, heis
safein thearmsof hisfather. Hehas
reasonsfor anxiety only if he chooses
to leave hisfather.

At some point of our lives, we may
feel anxiousor worried likethelittle
childinthe pool. Yet the comforting
truth isthat we are safein the hands
of our heavenly Father. Itisthisfaith
that will give you confidence and
trust inthe Lord.

THOUGHT: Many are sincere in
seeking the truth about God. But
why is it that they cannot accept
Christ after knowing Him?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to examine my faith if | have truly
believed in Jesus as my personal
Lord and Saviour.
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SATURDAY, JULY 26
JOHN 15:1-11
JEREMIAH 2:1-13

“1 am the vine, ye are the branches.”

HOW FULL IS YOUR JOY?
0

People everywhere attempt tolivea
life that is worth living. They try
every means available in the hope
of producing aquality of lifewhich
they think will bring them joy and
fulfilment. But Jesustellsusthat we
canonly find that kind of lifein Him.
Is Jesus your vine? Are you His
branches? Please don't pretend if
you are not. Jesus says, “For
without Him we can do nothing.”
But what is it that we can’'t do
without Him? It isthose things that
please God, thingsthat glorify Him
and promote Him. Is your life
pleasing to God? Without Him we
can do nothing.

Some peopl e have made themselves
the husbandman or the vine. They
try to find joy and fulfilmentin life
according to their human wisdom
and philosophy. Perhaps they are
looking at their own success in
studies, in career, in their material
wealth and possession. Some may
even look at how good their health
is. Will they find joy in thesethings?

Dear friends, wemust reglizethat we
are only the branches. We are
neither the husbandman nor the
vine. We must know our place. Our
place in Christian living is to stay
connected to the True Vine and
allow Him to give us the nutrients
we need so that we may bear fruit
for Him. This is what we are as
believers. We are completely and
utterly dependent upon Him in
everything. Without Him we can do
nothing to please God. Our placeis
to bethe branches. We are servants,
not the Master. We are slaves, not
the Lord. We are the creatures, not
the Creator. God isthe Master. Heis
theLord. Heisthe Creator. Healone
owns this right. If we know our
place in Christian living, God will
bless us because Jesus is our True
Vine. Thereisno way we can enjoy
agreater sense of joy and fulfilment
until we know our true position in
life

THOUGHT: If without Christ, | can
do nothing, how isit that | can still
do something?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
meto abidein Christ.
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LORD'SDAY, JULY 27
JOHN 15:1-11
JEREMIAH 2:14-23
“Without me ye can do nothing.”

HOW FULL IS YOUR JOY?
(n

After knowing our place, we must
realizethat thereisapruning work
to be done in us. The word Jesus
used is “ purgeth.” It means to
purify; to remove impurities; to
clear away those things that are
harmful or useless. Sinistill very
much activein our life, though we
have been wonderfully saved once
and for all by the grace of God.
There is awork of purging to be
doneinour life.

As branches to the True Vine, we
must bear fruit. In order to bear
fruit and more fruits, we must
submit to the purging and pruning
work of God. Thisiscrucial if we
want joy and fulfilment in life. If
there are still sinsin our life, we
will not experience true joy. We
must let God do the pruning work
inour lifeto remove whatever that
are preventing usfrom bearing fruit
for Him. Sometimes purging from
God can bepainful. In order to bear
agood testimony, many atime, we
may have to stand alone while
others are having a good time in
places of sin and temptation. But
the pruning is worth it, because
thereisjoy waiting for us.

After knowing our place and
realizing God is pruning us, we
must abide in Christ. To abide
means to remain; to continue; to
stay and to dwell. But how do we
abidein Christ?Verse 7 tellsusto
abide in His words. We must get
into reading, studying and
meditating on God'sWord daily if
we say we abide in Him. We need
to allow Hiswordsto get into our
livesand influence everything that
wethink, say and do. Itisaperfect
filter, clearing off all the unclean
thoughts, words and actionsin our
life. In the same verse, abiding in
Christ also means engaging in the
only communication linewith God
through Christ. That isthe hotline.
We need to keep that line hot all
the time if we say we abide in
Christ.

THOUGHT: Prayer isthat hotline
| canuseto call God so asto draw
strength from the divine
powerhouse.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me be still and know that You are
my God.
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MONDAY, JULY 28
JOHN15:1-11

JEREMIAH 2:24-37
“If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love.”

HOW FULL IS YOUR JOY?
D

What happens to a believer if he
chooses to ignore all the three
important steps to full joy? Let us
recap: 1) We must know our place.
2) Wemust know thereisapruning
work to be done. 3) We must know
how to abidein Christ.

The one thing for sure that will
happen isthat hewill not bear fruit
if he chooses to ignore the
abovementioned. And because of
that, hewill be cut off and set aside.
Thisisvery unfortunatefor anyone
of us whose life is not abiding in
Christ. Therefore it is a great
challenge for all of uswho profess
to bear the Name of Christ to keep
abidingin God'sWord, to keep that
hotline of prayer busy, to keep
loving God and one another based
upon the truth of God’'s Word.
Otherwise, therewill beno true and
completejoy for us. Hisjoy will be
taken away from us all because we
bear no fruit for Him.

Thefirst half of thisyear has come
and gone already. Very soon, wewill
reach the end of the year. Are you
still procrastinating to do that which
isright in the eyes of God? Do it
now if you want your joy to grow
and to be full. That is God's desire
for you, for Hesaid, “ Thesethings
have | spoken unto you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that your
joy might be full.” God gives us
His Word for a good purpose: that
His joy may remain in us and that
our joy may befull dways. May God
help us.

THOUGHT: We may not be happy
Christiansdueto circumstances, but
we can always be joyful Christians
despite any circumstances.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may
Your joy remaininmeand my joy be
full always.
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TUESDAY, JULY 29
JOHN 16:1-33
2CORINTHIANSG6:1-10

“ As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing.”
CHEER UP (1)

It is very easy to be pessimistic
about life, about anything and
everything under the sun. There is
every reason to be down because
of what we are, and because of what
ishappening intheworld around us.
Some of usmay be struggling in our
own little corner at work, with our
unfriendly colleagues in the office,
in church with difficult brethren, or
even at home with our unloving
family members.

Very often we might evaluate how
our situation has gone from bad to
worse. That isthe kind of situation
Jesus was refering to when He was
speaking to Hisdisciples. Thetimes
are not getting better. They had
been following Jesus al thiswhile.
Never beforedid anyonedaretotalk
back to a Pharisee or a religious
leader, only Jesus. Not just once, but
many, many times. Yet it isamazing
that they continue to follow Jesus.
Truly they had found hope and
safety inHimwhomthey believedis
the eternal Son of God.

Jesus could have continued to stay
with them forever. No matter how
bad the situation they may bein, it
will never be so bad because Jesus
is physically with them. So long as
Jesus is with them, they have
nothing to worry about because
Jesustook careof all their problems.
They can be cheerful the whole day
long. But that is not what Jesus
wants His disciples to learn.
Therefore Jesus gave them John
16:33. They have to learn to cope
without His physical presence. Only
thenwill their faith grow and God's
great ministry be donethrough them.

THOUGHT: It is when we are in
trouble that we can see the power
of God clearly manifested, delivering
us. Should we thank God for
troubles?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
not to take You for granted. Help me
to trust inYou always, in times of
adversity aswell as prosperity.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
JOHN 16:1-33
2CORINTHIANS11:16-33

“1f | must needs glory, | will glory of
the

things which concern mine infirmities.”
CHEER UP (II)

If Jesus is going to be with His
disciplesphysically forever, Hedoes
not have to tell them ‘these things’
at all. But Jesus has spoken to them
clearly that He must go away. He
must go to the cross. He must die,
be buried and rise from the dead on
the third day. And He must ascend
into heaven to sit at the right hand
of God the Father. Prior to this
chapter, Jesus had spoken to them
about the heavenly home. He has
spoken about another Comforter. He
has spoken about true peace. He has
spoken about having fullness of joy.
He has spoken about His love for
them. He has spoken about the
persecution they will face in the
world. He has spoken to them about
His death and His resurrection.
Jesus has spoken to them all these
thingsfor two reasons: Oneisfound
inverse 1 of chapter 16 which says,
“...that ye should not be offended.”
Theother oneisinverse 33, ... that
in me ye might have peace.” Jesus
is about to leave them. The things
that are going to happen may betoo
much for the disciples to bear. But
they are given two great promises,
that they should not be offended
when these things come, and that in
Christ they might have peaceintheir
heart no matter what happens.

Inaworld of tribulation and trouble,
thereis every reason for them to be
down and out. But there is also
reason to cheer because Jesus has
overcome the world. This is what
unbelievers will never experience.
They may cheer up becausethe Nike
mottotellsthemto‘Just doit.” They
may cheer up because someone
promises a reward to them as
condition. They may cheer up even
for no good reason, maybe just to
prove they are better and stronger
than anybody else. But how can they
remain cheerful when they have no
true peaceintheir heart? They have
no peace because they have no
Christinthem.

THOUGHT: Christ has willingly
sacrificed Hislifeto saveyours. Are
you willing to sacrificeyour lifefor
His sake?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
be willing and ready to suffer and
diefor Christ.
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THURSDAY, JULY 31
JOHN 16:1-33

PSALM 144:1-15
“Happy is that people,
whose God is the LORD.”

CHEER UP (1)

Only those who are born again,
redeemed by the blood of the
perfect Lamb of God, can cheer up
because in Christ we can have
peace. He has overcome theworld.
Can we still have peace when
sickness and death strike us? The
physical body may be tortured and
killed. It may be painful and
unbearable. But Jesus has
overcomethe sicknessfor you. One
day, Heisgoing to give you a body
that is perfect, complete, without
pain, suffering, or sickness.

We have no excuse not to cheer up.
We have every reason to cheer up
because of Jesus. But how should
we cheer up? To cheer up is more
than just asmiling face.

1 To cheer upisto trust in God
to help us serve Him better,
love Him even more and obey
Himwith all our heart, soul and
mind.

2. To cheer up is to make use of
the talent God has given us to
serve Him better, loveHim even
more and obey Himwith all our
heart, soul and mind.

3. Tocheer upisto persevere on
for the Lord's sake that we may
serve Him better, loveHim even
more and obey Himwith all our
heart, soul and mind.

4. Tocheer upisto seek Christ's
honour alonethat we may serve
Him better, love Him even more
and obey Himwith al our heart,
soul and mind.

May God help us to cheer up for
His sake.

THOUGHT: Am| aChristianwho
is grouchy, fixing my eyeson self
rather than on theresurrected L ord?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, set me
in my proper place and encourage
mejust where | amin the service of
Your house and help meto cheer up
for Your Name's sake.
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FRIDAY,AUGUST 1
DEUTERONOMY 6:1-25
EPHESIANS5:22-6:4

“Lest thou forget the LORD.”

KEEPING FAMILY WORSHIP
0

A noted pastor in church history
made the following observations
about the breakdown of the family:
‘I have observed many married
couples coming together in such a
great passion that they were ready
to devour each other for love, but
after half ayear, oneran away from
theother. | have known peoplewho
have become hostile to each other
after they had five or six children
and were bound to each other by
marriage and by the fruits of their
union. Yetthey left each other.” The
pastor who said this is Martin
Luther, the great German reformer
of the 16th Century Reformation.
Hiscomment whichismorethan 400
years old still stands as a signpost
to ustoday in the 20th Century.

| have seen struggling families
burdened with common conflicts
among spouses and children. Many
families are hurting and in trouble
today. Weneed afresh appreciation
of the biblical blueprint for awell-
ordered family:

1) A family that is filled with
Christ’slove and truth, and

2) A family that isfilled with the
Spirit of the Living God.

Wheat kind of a spirit do you want
to see in your home? No, not that
unforgiving spirit! No, not that
provoking spirit that is out to run
one another down! Asmuch aswe
want peace, harmony, purity, love
and unity in the church, the home
is often the place we have so often
neglected. The home needsjust as
much peace, harmony, purity, love
and unity as the church.

THOUGHT: If the father is an
unbeliever, canthe mother whoisa
believer lead her childreninfamily
worship?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hedpme
start today afamily timeto worship
You.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
DEUTERONOMY 11:16-28

COLOSSIANS3:12-21
“Ye shall diligently keep all these
commandments which | command

you.”

KEEPING FAMILY WORSHIP
()

| havelearnt that in order for achurch
to be hedlthy and to risefrom strength
to strength, the most important factor
to work on seriously is not to begin
with the world or with society, but
with thefamily rightin our home. If
we want to see the church grow and
if we want to see a revival in the
church, we must begin right from our
home.

One of the important ways to begin
right from our homeisthrough Family
Worship. In many churches and
homes, family worship is almost
unheard of. Many children and adults
of the Christian faith grow up with
no experience or impression of the
Christian faith and worship asaday-
to-day reality.

To Christian fathers and mothers,
what will your children remember you
for in your spiritual guidance for
them? Will they just sheepishly
remember how you have shouted at
them to get up from bed to go to
church on Sunday?

To Christian husbands and wives,
what will your spouse see when he/
she looks at you as a child of God?
Will they see you behave like many
other Sunday Christians who have
no devotional life, nofamily worship,
no prayer, etc.? Would we seereviva
in our homes?

THOUGHT: It seems easier to
manage acompany of 1000 staff than
onewayward child at home. What is
the problem?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to start family worship and not to
giveit up.
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LORD’ SDAY, AUGUST 3
JOSHUA 24:14-27

PSALM 127:1-5
“ Except the LORD build the house,
they labour in vain that build it.”

KEEPING FAMILY WORSHIP
D

In the 16th Century, there was a
revival of thefundamental faith of
the Christian religion. Part of that
revival resulted in arevival in the
home. It caused the Christiansthen
to pen their commitments: ‘To
reform our families, engaging
ourselves to a conscientious care
to set before us and to maintain
theworship of God inthem; and to
walk in our houses with perfect
heartsin afaithful discharge of all
domestic duties, educating,
instructing, and charging our
children and households to keep
the ways of the Lord.’

How badly we need such arevival
and commitment in our homes
today! As goes the home, so goes
the church, and so goesthe nation.
Family worship isthat which keeps
the home intact for the Lord. How
many homes have been broken
already?| am not talking about non-
Christian homes, but Christian
homes. It issad when amarriage or
afamily that isbuilt on Christ ends
up in separation or is broken up.

Having family worship might help
to prevent a home from breaking
up since its purpose is to
strengthen the home in the right
and biblical perspective. Thefruit
may not be immediately obtained.
It requires long, persistent and
regular time of family worship in
order to bear much good fruits. It
is more than just praying together
as a family. It is more than your
daily quiet-time. It is the most
bl essed timewhen thefamily comes
together to meet before God for a
time of worship that consists of
prayer, reading of the Word,
sharing of God’'s blessing and
praising God in psalms, hymnsand
spiritual songs.

THOUGHT: What happensif the
wifeisgpiritually morematurethan
the husband?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me bemoreforbearing towards my
loved ones and teach me how | can
minister to them.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 4
GENESI S8:20-9:19

PSALM 128:1-6
“Blessed is every one that feareth the
LORD; that walketh in his ways.”

KEEPING FAMILY WORSHIP
(v)

| hope by now you are convinced
that a Christian home cannot do
without family worship. But whois
supposed to take the lead? Our God
isaGod of order and peace. Hedeals
with the human race through the
covenant, headship, what we call
therepresentation principle. Indaily
life, parents represent children,
husband represents hiswife, church
|eaders represent church members,
€etc.

This principle of representation
surfaces everywhere in the Bible.
We see the examples of Noah and
Job offering sacrifices on their
children’s behalf. We see the
examples of Moses and Aaron,
representing God'schildren to speak
to Pharaoh. God organized the
human race through families and
tribes, and dealt largely with them
through the headship of the father.

The book of Numbers tells us that
during the Exodus, God commanded
the father to lead the family in
Passover worship and to instruct
his children in all its meaning. The
father’s leadership role in worship
continued throughout the
monarchy in Israel from Old
Testament to New Testament times
under Roman power.

Sotoall who are Christian husbands
and fathers, are you assuming this
important rolein your own home?

THOUGHT: Will aChrigtianfamily
enjoy true happiness when they do
not have regular Family Worship?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help me
to be ablessing (and not a burden)
at home.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 5
PSALM 132:1-18
PROVERBS22:6
“Train up a child in the
way he should go.”

KEEPING FAMILY WORSHIP
\9

How should we go about our family
worship? There are three main
activities that are highly
recommended: 1) reading of the
Word, 2) prayer, and 3) singing.
Family worship is no worship
without the reading of God’sWord.
You may use any good guide such
as RPG or Spurgeon’'sMorning and
Evening, but they must never
replace the Bible. It isaso good to
memorise averse together.

Prayer is another important aspect
in family worship. It is the life of
family worship. Get every member
to take turnsto pray (including the
youngest so long as he is able to
speak). This is one good way to
teach him and every member to
grow in his relationship with the
living God.

Thelast aspect issinging. Musicis
next to theology, Martin Luther says.
Singing addseven morelifeto family
worship. Choose a chorus or a
meaningful hymnto complement the
reading of the Scripture.

Let family worship be short,
savoury, simple, tender and
heavenly. Family worship does not
have to be long. Quality is more
important than quantity. If it is too
long, it may cause restlessness and
awandering off of the mind. A 20-
minute family worship is
recommended. 5 minutes for
reading, 5 minutes for singing, 5
minutes for sharing and the last 5
minutes for praying. As the Spirit
leads, don’'t worry if it exceeds 20
minutes. Just be sensitive and make
sure every one enjoys the worship
timetogether.

THOUGHT: Every one's daily
schedule is different and irregular.
How should my family come
together for family worship?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to give You first place in al that |
do, including Family Worship.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6
2CORINTHIANS12:7-10

EPHESIANSG6:10-18
“We wrestle ... against principalities ...
powers ... the rulers of the darkness of
this world.”

MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR THEE (1)

Serving the Lord is no easy task.
Having “survived” the tough
theological training in the Far
Eastern Bible College, | entered the
Chrigtian ministry with much fireand
enthusiasm, without any idea at all
of how difficult thefull-timeministry
can be.

There were times when people
poured out their sorrows and
problems uncontrollably. Though
equipped with all therelevant Bible
versesready to do the healing work,
| felt so helplessand useless. Maybe
| should give up? Maybe | should
go to another place to serve? These
thoughtslingered in my mind. | was
reminded again that it is a spiritua
warfare. The adversary, the roaring
lion, isprowling around me, seeking
to tear me apart! Just when the
thought of giving up crossed my
mind, | was reminded of 2
Corinthians 12:9-10, “ And he said
unto me, My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore
will | rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore | take pleasure
in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in
distressesfor Christ’ssake: for when
| amweak, then am | strong.”

Thereisevery reason for usto glory
and rejoice, because we are children
of God, serving our Lord and Master.
But “something” seems to be
preventing or disturbing us. This
“something” may be a person, a
weakness, or a problem that
constantly causesusto be unfruitful.
Paul also has “something” that
disturbed him: a“ thorn” in hisflesh.
He hasaphysical discomfort that is
so terrible that he asked the Lord
three times to remove it. Have you
also prayed for a “thorn” to be
removed fromyour life?

THOUGHT: Oftentimes | am
disturbed by the “thorns” in my
flesh. What if | am the “thorn” in
somebody’s flesh?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
be a blessing and not a stumbling
block to others.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
2CORINTHIANS12:7-10
ROMANS7:14-25

“But | am carnal, sold under sin.”

MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR THEE (1)

What happens when God does not
remove the thorn in your flesh? Do
you then decide that you want to
stop serving Him? Paul did not do
that. What was his attitude? He said
“ ... Most gladly therefore will |
rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore | take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake: for
when | amweak, then am| strong.”

Paul was not deceiving himself,
pretending to be more godly or
spiritual. Neither was he paying lip
service or making sweeping
statements to make himself feel
better. Paul was a very down-to-
earth person. Hedid not pretend that
there was no problem. He did not
laugh when he ought to be crying.
Thisisbecause he knew the Master
whom he served.

Unkind words from men did not
matter to him. People may doubt his
apostleship, people may attack his
integrity and character. If Paul took
to heart what people had say or done
to him, he would have given up a
long time ago. But he cared only
what his Master would say to him.
“ My graceissufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in
weakness.” These few words are
enough! Need | say more? The
words of Jesus are enough for usto
press on in our service, no matter
how difficult it may be, no matter
how frustrated and disappointed we
may be.

Remember: God'sgraceissufficient
for usin every problemandin every
situation that we are in. May the
Lord help us.

THOUGHT: If God's grace is
sufficient, how is it that some
Chrigtians till contempl ate suicide?
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, | thank
You for Your amazing grace that is
sufficient to carry methrough every
singletrial, no matter how difficult
it may be.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 8
JOSHUA 1:4-9

ISAIAH 55:1-13
“So shall my word be that goeth forth
out of my mouth: it shall not return

unto me void.”

WHY CHRISTIANS MUST
MEDITATE (1)

Think about thelast Quiet-Timeyou
had. Do you still remember? Was it
meaningful? Do you remember what
you prayed about? Do you remember
the Bible verse or passage you have
read and the lessons learnt? If you
can't remember, is it because you
were distracted during your Quiet-
Time? Just as we need to keep our
eyes on the road and our minds on
driving at al times while driving,
have we kept our eyes and minds
upon God and spiritual things when
we do our QT? Or are we easily
distracted? Dear friends, if we are
easily distracted and unable to
remember a single thing about our
last QT, it is time for us to do
something about it. One of thethings
we can do isbiblical meditation.

Biblical meditation meansreflective
thinking on biblical truthswhich God
speaks to us through His Word and
through the thoughts that come to
our mind as we reflect on the Word.
While New Age teaching aims to
empty themind, biblical meditation,
however, is an attempt to empty the
mind of thewrong thingsin order to
fill it with what is right and true
according to theforever inspired and
preserved Word of God.

Our Christian lifeis not to be lived
out based on our thinking or our
own ways. It must be all God's
thinking and all Hisways (Isa 55:8-
9). Thisisexactly thegoal of biblical
meditation: to fill our mind with God,
His works and words so that our
lives can be transformed to live for
Him successfully and victoriously.
God revealed this secret to Joshua
in Joshua 1:8 and to us aswell. Will
you take heed?

THOUGHT: Can the listening of
instrumental Christian hymns be
included as part of meditation?
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help me
to hide Your Word in my heart so
that | might not sin againstYou.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 9
JOSHUA 1:4-9
JAMES1:19-25

“Don’t be a forgetful hearer
but a doer of the work.”

WHY CHRISTIANS MUST
MEDITATE (I

God promised Joshuagood success
aspart of thefruit of hismeditation
on the Word. This has nothing to
do with the prosperity mentality of
positive thinking or the New Age
claimthat oneisableto control one's
destiny through meditation.
Success, according to the Bible, is
when one experiences God’s
provision and deliverance from the
spiritual darkness of theworld asa
result of obedient and godly living.
Wheat biblical meditation doesisnot
to help us shy away from trialsand
difficulties, but to help us go
through every trial, challenge or
difficulty by God'sway. Every trid,
challenge or difficulty happensfor
apurposeand it isthe design of the
Lord to make usstronger spiritually,
and to be more dependent upon
Him. How do we meditate?
Remember the3Rs:

1 Reading. Careful reading is
necessary if wewant to understand
God sWord. We have to be mindful
that God’s Word is not an ordinary
book. It is not a novel or a history
book. It isGod’'sBook, along letter
to us from heaven.

2 Reflecting. Reflecting is the
mind and heart at work: thinking
over and concentrating on what the
eyes have seen in the Word.
Reflecting is more than just
remembering or memorising. To
reflect isto expect God to teach or
show us more deeply His perfect
revealed will.

3. Responding. The purpose of
reading and reflecting is
responding. It is to apply the
Scriptureto our own lives. Through
biblical meditation, we personalize
the truth so as to apply it into our
liveswith thehelp of theHoly Spirit.
TheBibletellsus, “But beyedoers
of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.” There
is always application for us from
every truth of God's Word.

THOUGHT: Faithwithout worksis
dead. Works without faith is aso
meaningless. Let us examine
ourselves and make sure our faith
produces good works.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father,
increase my faith that | may serve
You more and more.
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LORD’ SDAY, AUGUST 10
LUKE 7:19-23

GENESS50:14-22
“Ye thought evil against me,
but God meant it unto good.”

WHEN LIFE 1S JUST NOT
FAIR (1)

Being locked up in prison, John the
Baptist became increasingly
perplexed by the reports he heard
of Jesus' ministry because it was
not what he had expected the
Messiah to do. Like John, we
sometimes expect God to do certain
things in certain ways. And if He
does not, we think God has failed
us. Such expectations cover a
variety of situations — from God
helping us to get a certain job, to
God healing us of a complicated
medical condition, to our
expectations that the Christian life
will be free of problems or at least
not so problematic.

When wedo not get what we expect,
we say “God, this is not fair. You
are not treating me right.” Even a
man as great as John the Baptist
wrestled with confusion about
whether or not God wastreating him
right. Not only was he perplexed by
what Jesuswas doing, he was even
more perplexed by what Hewas not
doing. Why was Jesus helping
others and yet left himto rot in a
dark and miserable dungeon?After
all, he was the one who had
announced to the world that Jesus
was indeed “the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). He had been
faithful intheministry givento him,
and so how can God allow him to
remainin prison? Thisis certainly
the darkest day in the life of John
the Baptist.

However, John did not raise a fist
of victory at the face of death; he
raised only aquestion. Hisfinal act
was not a proclamation of courage
but a confession of doubt and fear.
He bid his disciples: “Find out if
Jesusisthe Son of God or not.” The
forerunner of the Messiah was
beginning to doubt. In John's case,
his doubt was not born of wilful
unbelief but of doubt that was fed
by physical strain and emotional
turmoil. John sincerely wanted to
know the truth.

THOUGHT: When an unbeliever
despairs, his hopeis gone. When a
believer despairs, hishopeisin God.
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hedpme
to acknowledgethat You arealways
fair.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 11

LUKE 7:19-23

JOHN 14:1-6, 27
“Peace | leave with you, let
not your heart be troubled.”

WHEN LIFE IS JUST NOT
FAIR (I1)

Jesus’ actions answered John’s
guestions. The disciples were to
simply rehearsewhat they have seen
or heard Jesus did. John was to do
what every saint must do today:
compare the prophecies of the OT
with the deeds and declarations of
Jesus. Jesus pointed to His deeds
and to the scriptures that speak of
those deeds. The words that Jesus
spoke alluded to the words of the
prophet Isaiah (26:19, 29:18, 35:5,
61:1). He asked John to examinethe
evidence. The application for us
today isclear. Examinethe evidence:
if Jesusistruly the Son of God, if He
alone fulfills the prophecies of
scripture, if Heindeed has died, was
buried and rose again, then we must
believe and stand by it.

“Blessed are those like Job, who
suffered, yet stay faithful. Blessed
are those like Joseph, who endured
unjust treatment, yet refuse to live
in bitterness. Blessed are all those
who can live with unanswered
questions, and who can wait
patiently for God to reveal what they
can't see.”

When life is just not fair, let us
believe in our hearts that God is
always fair. He may not take away
our present mess and danger, but
He promised that Hewould walk with
usthrough the valley of the shadow
of death. When lifeis just not fair,
let usthank God because He will be
there for and with us. Let us not be
discouraged. God knows what is
best for us. John revealed his
expectation of what Christ ought to
do. But Christ showed John what
God hasdoneandwill do. ItisGod's
way, not man’sway. Going our own
way is the way to destruction. It is
safer and better to go God's way.
When lifeisjust not fair, go God's
way and keep walking that way.

THOUGHT: If Godisfair, why does
Heallow Hischildren to suffer?
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
awaystoremember that lifeon earth
isonly temporal andlook forward to
lifein heaven whichiseternal.

44



TUESDAY, AUGUST 12
1CORINTHIANSS:1-13

JOHN 8:23-47
“He that is of God
heareth God’s words.”

ISSINCERITY ALONE
ENOUGH?

‘It does not matter what you believe
aslong asyou are sincere about it.’
Have you ever heard this before?
Why would people make such a
statement? Generally, most people
seethe value of harmony, peace and
unity. Itisthesameinreligion. They
tell you, * You believe what you want
and | believewhat | want. Let usnot
quarrel about it. Let usnot bring up
the differences but similarities so
that we can work together hand in
hand. Anyway, it does not matter
what you believe aslong asyou are
sincere about it.” How do we
respond to such ‘nice, peaceable
and friendly’ words? To go against
this statement seems to ‘rock the
boat’ and invite trouble, isn’'t it?Is
sincerity alone enough?

Have you ever been sincere about
an answer during an exam but then
realized that you were sincerely
wrong? Dear friends, you can
sincerely believewith all your heart
that 2+ 2 =5, but it will not change
thefact that 2 + 2 will alwaysbeequa
to4.

There was afire that took the lives
of apair of siblings. When they first
detected the fire, they ran for their
lives. Were they not sincere enough
about the way to safety? But they
were sincerely wrong and paid for
their mistake with their lives.
Sincerity is good, but it is not
enough! Apostle Paul says in 1
Corinthians 5:8, “Therefore let us
keep the feast, not with old leaven,
neither with the leaven of malice
and wickedness; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.” Sincerity and truth go hand
in hand. Itisimportant for usto seek
to be sincerely right. There can be
no true sincerity without the truth.
Let us then seek to be sincere but
make sure that our sincerity is
founded upon the truth. May God
help us.

THOUGHT: Sincerity may toucha
million hearts. But with truth, it
changes them!

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
to reach others with sincerity and
truth.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
2CORINTHIANS1:3-6

PSALM 119:73-80
“| pray thee, thy merciful
kindness be for my comfort.”

HE ISTHE GOD OF ALL
COMFORT (1)

Out of all the churches which
Apostle Paul had ever ministered,
the Corinthian church was the most
problematic. But Paul did not give
up on her. He knew the Corinthian
believers needed God and that they
needed to be assured of Himwhoiis
the God of al comfort. From these
four verses alone, the root word for
‘comfort’ or ‘consolation’ (Greek:
parakaleo) appears 9 times! This
shows the emphasis that indeed our
God is the God of al comfort. He
assures us by His comforting
promise that He will always be
present to help uswhenever weface
sufferings, troubles and tribulations.
TheGreek wordfor ‘ comfort’ literally
means ‘to call alongside.” It
describes the power of God to
strengthen, encourage, and assure
you that you need not fear at all
though you may bewalking through
the valley of the shadow of death
because He who called you into
suffering is also walking alongside
you! Do you know Him who
comforts?

GodtheFather Comforts

In verse 4, God the Father is
described as the One “who
comforteth us.” The word
“ comforteth” (Greek: parakalon)is
aparticiple used as asubstantive. It
is written in the present tense and
active voice, indicating an ongoing
or characteristic activity. Simply, it
means that God continues to care
for us and to comfort us wherever
we may be. He is the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ who is aso the
Father of mercies. He is One who
has compassion upon His children.
What was Paul’s secret to victory
when he went through great trials
and temptations? His secret is his
trust in God who has mercy upon
him. Without the mercy of God, he
could not have made it to the end.
He could not have been faithful and
true to his calling as an apostle of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Is God your
Father?1f so, Hismercy isupon you!

THOUGHT: Sometimes we are
overwhelmed by the loss of aloved
one and refused to be comforted.
May this be areminder for usto let
God comfort us.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may
Your merciful kindness be for my
comfort.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 14
JOHN 14:10-21
2THESSALONIANS2:1-17

“ God hath given us everalasting
consolation and good hope through

grace.”

HE IS THE GOD OF ALL
COMFORT (Il

God the Son Comforts

After being called to be the minister
of the gospel, Apostle Paul went
through many tremendous
persecutions and much suffering for
the sake of the gospel. Yet he was
able to find comfort under such
situations. The source of hiscomfort
isGod. Paul knew that hisLord, Jesus
Christ Himself, had gonethrough all
the hard times and troubles when
He was on this earth. Since Jesus
had experienced trials and
temptations while He was on earth,
surely Heisabletoidentify withand
fed for those who are going through
difficult times for the sake of the
gospel. In John 14:16, we know that
Christ Himself can comfort. Hehad
gone through the worst kind of
sufferingsfor us, thereforeHeisable
to comfort us and give us sufficient
grace to go through our difficulties
(see Hebrews4:15,16). Jesus Christ
can comfort all Christians
throughout the ages.

GodtheHoly Spirit Comforts

All the occurrences of the word
“ comforter” in the New Testament
refer tothe Holy Spirit. Christ Himself
has named the third person of the
Holy Trinity as the Comforter (see
John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7). Indeed
the Comforter sent by God the
Father in the name of God the Son,
has come and is now indwelling us,
empowering and strengthening us
torunthe Christianracevictorioudly.
The biblical term for such
empowering isthefilling of theHoly
Spirit. With thisdivinefilling, indeed
“1 can do all things through Christ
which strengthenethme” (Phil 4:13).

God issuch awonderful Comforter.
Surely Heisto be blessed above all
the earth. Blessed be God the
Comforter!

THOUGHT: Whom havel but You?
“It is better to trust in the LORD
than to put confidence in man” (Ps
118:8).

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for Your comfort.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 15
PSALM 119:49-56

ROMANSS:18-28
“Present sufferings are not worthy
to be compared with future glory.”

HOW BELIEVERSARE
COMFORTED

Through God’'sWord

We are comforted by God's precious
Word in all our tribulations. The
Psalmist has these words for us,
“ Remember the word unto thy
servant, upon which thou hast
caused me to hope. This is my
comfortinmy affliction: for thy word
hath quickened me. The proud have
had megreatlyin derision: yet have
| not declined from thy law. |
remember ed thy judgments of old, O
LORD; and have comforted myself”
(Ps119:49-52). A Christianfindsgrest
comfort by spending time reading
and meditating on God’'s Word.
God's Word is the best cure for our
troubled and restless soul. It is
through God'sWord that wereceive
the knowledge of all His precious
promises. If we neglect His Word,
we are depriving ourselves of the
comfort that God is ever ready to
grant unto us.

Through God'sWork

Sometimes our comfort comes in
knowing that God is at work in our
lives. One haswritten, “ A saint’slife
isin the hands of God as abow and
arrow in the hands of an archer. God
is aiming at something the saint
cannot see. Hestretchesand strains,
and every now and again the saint
says, ‘| cannot stand it any more!’
But God does not heed. He goes on
stretching until His purpose is in
sight, then Heletsfly.” Romans 8:28
isthe perfect verse for us: “ And we
know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according
to his purpose.” The more we are
tried, themoreweare comforted since
we know God has the best interest
for us. May the God of all comfort be
our comfort today.

THOUGHT: Is there any problem
too big that God cannot solve? Is
there any sorrow too deep that God
cannot comfort? Absolutely not!
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for the comfort that You have
givenme.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
GENESIS3:1-6

I TIMOTHY 6:6-12
“ Godliness with contentment
is great gain.”

WHAT! DEPRIVED IN
PARADISE? (1)

Eve had it all, but there was
something troubling her. Therewas
this forbidden tree whose fruit she
was not allowed to eat. It grew right
in the midst of paradise. God saw
that everything was good but Eve
lost sight of everything that was
good. She focused on this one tree
and its fruit. She focused on what
she was deprived of.

The devil, in the form of a serpent,
gave a little twist to God's Word
while retaining some truth. This
produced a most lethal poison that
thewoman was soon to partake. Eve
allowed herself to view the situation
not with God’s words but with the
words of Satan. Satan’s words
became the yardstick and she
immediately applied it. She was
convinced by what she saw (Gen 3:6)
and therest is history.

Our world today tellsusthat we can
have it all. Advertisers play the
devil’s advocate and convince us
that weneedit all, going for thelatest
I'T gadget, latest fashion and design,
fully automated cars, etc. They
suggest that life cannot be
experienced fully without having it
all. The sad part about all thisisthat
whenwe arekept from havingit all,
we concentrate on what we are
deprived of instead of being
contented with what God has
blessed us with. We begin to stop
enjoying what we have. What is
forbidden or denied becomes the
focus of our lives. Just as Satan
stepped in and told Evethat she can
haveit al, Satan istoday urging us
to forget the many blessings we
have received and to concentrate on
what we are deprived of. Are you
thinking of those things which you
are deprived of right now?

THOUGHT: Toforsake God for the
world isasure-doomed destruction
and a hopeless investment.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help me
toforsaketheworld and follow You.
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LORD’ SDAY, AUGUST 17
GENESIS3:1-6

1JOHN 2:15-17
“1f any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.”

WHAT! DEPRIVED IN
PARADISE? (I1)

Eve began to reason why she
should have it al: the fruit of the
forbidden tree looks good, and it
would wise her up. It isalso right
in front of her and within reach,
why not? So Eve began to feel
deprived in a land of plenty.
Remember she and Adam had the
whole Garden except thisonetree?
What happened?

It is really hard to imagine being
deprivedlivingin paradise, isn’tit?
Wefind ourselvesrepeating thesin
of Adam and Eve. We experience
the same frustration afresh in our
lives every day as our flesh, our
eyes and our minds cry out for the
things that we do not have. How
come | don't have what others
have? If others can haveit, | must
have it too, and it must be better
than theirs! If we can’'t haveit, we
feel somewhat deprived. Oftenwe
take matters into our own hands
and we try to rationalize in our
minds why we should have it all.
We say to ourselves: ‘ See, it looks
good, tastes good, feels good and
after al it would enhance my self-
image. So, why not?1 am sure God
will understand!’

So we start working towards
obtaining those things that we are
deprived of. The world is
encouraging us not to consider the
cost or the consequences of
indulging ourselves with just one
more thing. Perhaps it is just a
struggle between our needs and
our wants. How about making all
our wants to become our needs?
After all we can just ‘chargeit to
MASTERCARD'!

We can livein aland of plenty yet
till createaworldin our heartsand
mindswherewefeel deprived. We
allow our lives to be shaped by
worldliness. The world has too
easily captivated our minds. As a
result we become blinded and
paralyzed by the thingsthat we do
not have.

THOUGHT: “ For what isa man
profited, if he shall gainthewhole
world, and lose his own soul ? or
what shall a man givein exchange
for hissoul?” (Matt 16:26).

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, save
my soul from the perishing world.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 18
GENESIS3:1-6

LUKE957-62
“Lord, | will follow Thee
whithersoever thou goest.”

WHAT! DEPRIVED IN
PARADISE? (I11)

Eve could have focused on what
she had instead of what she did
not have. When we focus our
attention on what we don’t have,
our world becomes a world of
deprivation. We are then no
different from Evelivingintheland
of plenty and wishing to have it
better. That is probably how most
of usareliving our lives! Wecreate
a world of deprivation by our
thoughts, beliefs and attitudes.

God came to the Garden asking,
“Where art thou?” Asaresult of
hissin, manisseparated from God.
God’'s gracious hand of judgment
drove Adam and Eve from the
Garden causing them to earn their
living by the sweat of their brow,
to have painful labor in childbirth
and the ground was cursed. We
livewith the pain of that judgment
every day. God's question is still
ringing out to us today: “ Where
art thou?” Are you feeling
deprived living in spiritual Eden?
Areyou still focusing on what you
want and what you lack? And have
lost sight of what God has
provided?

Dearly beloved, the gracious hand
of God comes to bring us to our
knees in order that we might look
up and see the wonderful Creator.
InHimwehaveitall. A better world
for you begins when you focus on
God. Do not focus on what you
lack but what you have! Itiswithin
your power to refocus your life
today. It is your choice. You have
the same choice that was given to
Adam and Eve. You can choose to
dwell on what is lacking. Or you
can focus on what God has given.
Let us crucify self and bury that
old greedy sinful nature. Let usrise
to refocus our life on Christ. The
choiceisours. May God help usto
maketheright choice.

THOUGHT: If Adam and Evewere
to exercise godliness with
contentment, sin could not have
entered into the world.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help
meto be thankful and appreciative
for what You have already blessed
mewith.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 19
ISAIAH 55:1-13
PHILIPPIANS4:6-7

“In everything by prayer.”

FAIL TO PRAY, PLAN TO
FAIL (1)

Does prayer work? Is anything
going to change because we got on
our knees and engage that only
channel to God?If God issovereign
and everything has already been
planned and determined by Him,
why bother to pray?| believe every
Christian struggles with some of
these questions at some point in
time.

Our relationshipwith God will never
rise higher than our prayer life. Think
about this. If you say you are
walking close with God but pray
little, you are deceiving yourself. If
you say your spiritua lifeis ok, not
bad, but you hardly pray, you are
fooling yourself.

Inthebattlefield, communicationis
extremely important. Every platoon/
team must have a signaler in order
to communicate with the
commander from the base. Without
a signaler, there is no way the
platoon leader is going to move
forward or to retreat. Becausethere
is no instruction or order or
command given. Heand all hismen
will be stuck. Oftentimesthe enemy
will try to cut off your
communication line so that you will
become isolated, helpless and
alone.

For us Christians, prayer isour line
of communication with our
Commander-in-Chief who is the
King of kingsand the Lord of lords,
our Saviour and Redeemer Jesus
Christ. Heknowsour situation better
than we do. He also knows all the
moves and steps of the enemy. Can
you find any good excuse not to
pray to Him? If the enemy can
prevent us or distract us from
praying, he has got what he wanted.
We have become isolated, helpless
and alone, with only our own
resources, and worse gtill, we are
completely at hismercy.

THOUGHT: The divine hotline:
“Call unto me, and | will answer
thee, and shew thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest
not” (Jer 33:3).

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for thiswonderful privilege of
prayer before Your throne of grace.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20
MATTHEW 6:5-15

JAMES4.2-3
“Ye ask and receive not,
because ye ask amiss.”

FAIL TO PRAY, PLAN TO
FAIL (I1)

God does not want us to fight the
spiritual battle with only our own
resources because by themselves
they are of no use in the spiritual
battle. 2 Corinthians 10:4 tells us,
“For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong
holds.” If we are not constantly in
touch with God, what are we using
tofight? Our resources? Our limited
strength? Oh, may the God of
spiritua warfare help us. Our enemy,
the devil, isvery concerned to keep
us involved in any other thing, as
long as we keep away from that
ultimate source of power, PRAY ER.

Why are you not praying? Why are
you not a Church Prayer Meeting?
Is it because you choose to work
latein order to earn moremoney?1s
it because you choose to satisfy
your flesh by watching your
favourite TV program? If so, you
have given in to the wicked plan of
Satan to keep you away from your
only source of power. Satan trembles
when he seesthe weakest saint upon
hiskneesin prayer.

Every child of God must make prayer
apriority in hislife. He prays with
power when he prays in the Spirit.
And do not just stop there. Keep
persevering in prayer. Fail to pray,
plan to fail. May God help usto be
Hisfaithful prayer warriors.

THOUGHT: Prayer revealsnot only
our total dependency upon God, but
also our humility to admit our total
dependency upon Him.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
not to neglect this wonderful
privilege of prayer before Your
throne of grace.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 21
PSALM 46:1-11

JAMES1:19
“Be still and know that
| am God.”

TAKE TIME TO LISTEN

Tolisten isoneimportant aspect of
communication. | cannot agree
more with this since the day |
entered into the full-time ministry
in 2001. A few times, people came
up to meand began telling metheir
problemsin great detail. They just
wentonandon. | triedto‘cut’ into
give them my advice, but | could
not. | thought to myself, ‘1 have a
wonderful piece of advice. | have
an appropriate Scripture verse /
passagefor you. | know exactly the
solution to help you overcome
your struggles.” But the problem
was: | just simply could not get
through. So | kept listening, waiting
perhaps for an opportunity to say
something. But it never came.
Finally, they finished sharing and
thanked mefor listening to them. |
realized then that that was what
they needed from me: a listening
edr.

“Swift tohear ...” (James1:19) is
what James told us to do. If only
we will just take time to listen to
what people have to say, we may
help begin ahealing processin their
lives. There arefar too many of us
who are quick to speak. But if
everybody speaks, who will listen?
We need to learn to be better
listeners. Most people know the
solutions to their problems but
they have no one to share with. In
the end, they allow their problems
to be bottled up within themselves
until one day they break down or
they explode! When that happens,
withdrawal from fellowship or
depression may result. The best
thing we can do to help them isto
offer our listening ears, be “ swift
to hear.” Do not be too quick to
speak and give our opinions. God
wants us to be “ swift to hear,” to
maketimefor people around us, to
listen to them with our hearts, and
to show them that we really care
through our listening. May God
help us.

THOUGHT: A good communicator
ismorethan agood speaker, heisa
good listener.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me be swift to hear and slow to
speak.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
1CORINTHIANS15:35-50

PSALM 23:4
“The first man is of the earth, earthy:
The second man is the Lord from
heaven.”

WHAT SICKNESS CANNOT
DO! (1)

Sicknessispart and parcel of lifeso
long aswe are ‘wrapped up’ in this
corruptible body of ours. Sickness
does not wait to be invited before it
invades our bodies. It just comes.
Falling sick is a growing problem
among all people: adults and
children, Christians and non-
Christians. Some sicknesses are
curable while some are not.
Nonetheless we have the
experiential knowledge (in various
degrees) of the pain and discomfort
aperson hasto go through when he
is sick whether it isamild flu or a
terminal illnesslike cancer. However,
we also know there is a significant
difference between one who knows
for sure he will recover because he
isjust suffering fromaminor sickness
(eg: arunning nose), and one who
is given only less than a month to
live because he is diagnosed to be
at the last stage of cancer.

How can we encourage those who
know they have not much time left
on earth? As much as we know full
well that our only comfort and relief
isto look to God and His precious
promises found in HisWord, itisa
very real fear as well as a great
challenge to deal with. A Christian
can face sickness with a different
outlook and attitude from a non-
Christian who is not in touch with
theliving and true God.

We have the great assurance that
God is with us and His precious
promises can never be taken away
from us when we are battling with
our sickness. Psalm 23:4, “ Yea,
though | walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.”

THOUGHT: The perception of
sickness according to some
unbelievers: ‘If thereishope, | goto
seeadoctor. If thereisno hope, | go
to see a pastor.’

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
always to trust in You whether in
sickness or in good health.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
2CORINTHIANSA4:8-18

PSALM 23:3
“QOur light affliction, which is
but for a moment.”

WHAT SICKNESS CANNOT
DO! (I1)

1) Sickness can never destroy your
soul

Sickness may destroy your physical
body but not your soul. 2
Corinthians4:16, “ For which cause
we faint not; but though our
outward man perish, yet theinward
man is renewed day by day.”

“Day by day” our inward man is
renewed through the Lord’s inner
presence and His work of grace.
While we grow weaker physicaly,
spiritually we can experience the
inward renewing, renovation and
growth of our soul. Great asmay be
the physical body initsvigor, yet it
must decay and die eventually.

The second law of thermodynamics
isthe rule of the game as far as our
physical body is concerned. No
amount of botox or the latest gold
facial mask and advance plastic
surgery can reverse or cover up the
ageing process. Death is the
unfailing evidence. Our body
cannot stand forever under thetrials
of life such as diseases and
sicknesses, and will soon liein the
grave one day.

But our soul is different. It is not
governed by the second law of
thermodynamics. It is in a
prosperous condition because it is
the Lord who gives life to it. No
wonder David testifies, “He
restoreth my soul” (Ps23:3). What
a marvelous promise and ever-
present reality thiscan beinour lives
today. Day by day we can experience
this inward renewing of our soul.
Our spiritual life can continue to
blossom like a rose because of the
Lord sinner work of grace upon our
heart.

THOUGHT: Since the body is
corrupt, why are we not encouraged
to cremate the dead body?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
look forward to the glorious body
which You have promised.
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LORD’ SDAY, AUGUST 24
PHILIPPIANS1:19-30

1CORINTHIANS15:51-58
“The corruptible shall put on
incorruption.”

WHAT SICKNESS CANNOT
DO! (I11)

2) Sickness Cannot Stop You from
Giving Thanks

You may think that it isimpossible
to bethankful for the sicknesswhich
has invaded your body. But
oftentimes, it is sickness that causes
us to stop all that we are doing and
reflect upon our life journey. We
begin to recount how much time we
have wasted on unnecessary things.
We also begin to count the loss of
those things which we ought to be
doing. And wetell ourselves, should
werecover fromthissickness, weare
going to make life count like never
before. We are going to do that which
we ought to be doing.

On a positive note, ought we not to
givethanksfor sicknessinstead? L et
us aways be thankful to the Lord
andrejoiceinthewonderful lifeand
presence of the Lord. You can
always show gratitude for the
wonderful things that He has done
throughout your life even as you
pass through the deep valley of
sickness with its related pain and
treatments. In the midst of the storm
there can be a song of thanksgiving
and worship. After all, we are to
rejoicein the Lord and the beauty of
His presence. Apostle Paul wrotein
Philippians4:4, “ RejoiceintheLord
alway: and again | say, Rejoice.”

We may find it difficult to rejoice
under trying circumstances, but by
remembering the beauty and wonder
of God's person and the blessings
of peace, joy and patience that He
provides because we are His
beloved children gives us every
reason to rejoicein the Lord. There
can be a song of worship and
thanksgivingin our heart eveninthe
midst of the storm. This is because
the Christian findsthanksgiving, joy
and a worshipful heart, not in the
absence of pain and difficulty, butin
the presence of our loving God.

THOUGHT: Don't wait for trialsto
fall uponyou beforeyou realizeyou
arefar from God. Examineyoursalves
now!

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, draw me
closer to You always and keep me
by Your side.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 25
JOB 1:6-22

JOHN 15:1-8
“ Blessed be the name
of the LORD.”

WHAT SICKNESS CANNOT
DO! (V)

3) Sickness Cannot Stop Your
Christian Growth

Trials such as sicknesses should
not cause us to become bitter, but
better. Job recognized that evenin
the midst of great loss and
affliction, God wasin full control.
Through the sovereign fiery trial of
God, Job emerged a better and
stronger child of God. He has
grown in his walk with the Lord.
We must remember that God did
not promise to change the
circumstances, but He did promise
to go through them with us! He
desires us to continually grow in
our Christianwalk into thelikeness
of His Son.

As you trust in God in your
sickness, you will also bear
spiritual fruitsinyour life. In fact,
suffering leadsto greater fruitsand
growth when you learn to give
thanks for the sufferings as part of
God's sovereign purpose for your
lives. It should help strengthen
your faith and increase your love,
joy, peace, patience and many other
Christian virtues. You are purged
or pruned by God's sovereign acts
of suffering so that you might grow
and bear “ fruit” (John 15:2), “ more
fruit” (John 15:2) and * much fruit”

(John 15:5).

Sickness may stop your physical
body from functioning normally,
but you can be sure that this
disease cannot stop the spiritual
fruit from blooming in your life.
Sickness cannot stop your spiritual
growth. Let ustakeheart and redlize
that the presence of trials, such as
sickness, should cause us to grow
moreand bear much fruitinour life.
Let us thank God that spiritual
growth can flow out of our
suffering.

THOUGHT: Tothequestion, “ Who
did sin, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind? Jesus
answered, Neither hath this man
sinned, nor his parents: but that
the works of God should be made
manifestinhim” (John9:2-3). Even
sickness can be used to glorify
God.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
meto glorify You even when | am
sick.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
LUKE15:3-10
2TIMOTHY 4:2-5

“There is joy in heaven over
one sinner who repenteth.”

WITNESS FOR CHRIST (1)

Do you hesitate to share the gospel
because you think the person simply
would not be interested? Or have
you been slow to share your faith
because you feel that you lack the
gift of witnessing? These are some
emotionswhich every Christian has
felt at onetime or another. Thereare
five compelling reasons which may
help Christians to witness boldly
with theright attitude:

1) Chrigt hasgivenaclear command
to every Christian to witness for
Him. Mark 16:15 says, “ ... preach
the gospel to every creature.” We
should not pick and choose which
of God’'s commands to follow.
Moreover, besides sound and
faithful preaching of God's Word,
evangelism is also the church’s
primary mission. ‘Without
evangelism, the church will die a
natural death.’

2) All arelost without Jesus Christ.
Christ isthe only way to bridge the
gap between man and God (1 Tim
2:5; John 14:6; Acts 4:12). Without
Him, people cannot know God, and
have no hope of eternal life.

3) All are truly hungry for the
gospel. Although people tend to
reject the message of salvation
whenever we share with them, in
actual fact they need the gospel
even more. Jesus says “ the harvest
truly is great...” (Lk 10:2). This
impliesthat there are many more out
there hungry for the gospel. Vast
fields of human souls are ripening
al around us, and are ready now for
reaping. Can we afford to be selfish
with the gospel when there is
overwhelming evidence that the
people are hungry for the gospel?
Indeed “look on thefields, for they
arewhitealready to harvest” (John

4:35).

THOUGHT: The primary role of
every churchisto preach the gospel
of Jesus Christ. But today, many
churches have changed that focus
to community services. As aresult,
they preach a social gospel.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, hdlpme
not to lose focus but to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ faithfully and
truthfully.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
JOHN 3:11-21

ACTS16:25-34
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.”

WITNESS FOR CHRIST (I1)

4) Wecarry thegood newsin our
hands. Do we keep the good stuff
to ourselves and leave others to
perish? Christ is the greatest gift
that man can ever receive. He has
saved us: died on the cross, was
buried in the grave and rose again
from the dead on the third day. We
have a living Saviour who has
forever secured our everlasting
abodein heaven. Thispreciousgift
isavailableto all whoreceive Him
astheir Lord and Saviour. Sincethis
gift is freely given to us, why do
we hesitate to share this good
news? (John 1:12; John 3:16;
Colossians 1:13-14).

5) Theloveof God constraintsus
to share the gospel. We share the
gospel because welove Christ. We
share the gospel because Christ
loves us. We share the gospel
because we want to honour and
obey Him. We share the gospel
because He gives us a special love
for others.

These 5 reasons should help us
witness for Christ boldly with the
right attitude. We have a ringing
command from our Lord to share
the gospel. Sinful men are lost
without Him. Indeed they are
hungry for the good news, and
every Christian has in his
possession the good news of
salvation. God’s love and our love
for Him should compel us to obey
Him as He leads us into sharing
opportunities each day. Let us
always be ready to share the good
news. May God help us.

THOUGHT: PeopleneedtheLord.
But someone must go and tell
them, and show them the Lord who
saves. Will | go?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, herel
am, | have heard Your call, send me.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 28
1CORINTHIANS9:16-27

1SAMUEL 81-9
“They have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me.”

FEAR OF REJECTION IN
WITNESSING

One of the greatest fears in
evangelism is rejection. Fear of
rejection can greatly hinder the
work of afaithful witness, for none
of us likes to be turned down. We
tend to takeit personally, regarding
the rejection as a rejection of our
person. It does hurt when we are
being turned down. It hurts even
more when we have shown our
genuinelovebut arerejected point-
blank. It has been said: “They are
rejecting Christ, not you!”

Even our Lord Jesusin His earthly
ministry faced rejection most of the
time. Despite these rejections, He
continued to preach and teach the
people the way, the truth, and the
life. Jesus obeyed whatever His
heavenly Father has commissioned
Him, and He did it faithfully to the
end. We, too, need to obey Him and
continue to share the gospel
faithfully.

Theonly failurein evangdlismisthe
failure to evangelize. When we
refuse to witness, we fail God.
Whether the person receives Christ
or not, we have no power over that.
That work belongs solely to the
Holy Spirit. Weareonly required to
share the gospel faithfully. Initial
rejectionisoften used by God later
to bring the sinner to Himself. So
let usnot give up thisresponsibility
of sharing. Having tasted the
goodness of God and enjoyed the
abundant lifein Him, should we not
share with others who are still in
sin and darkness? Are you willing
to bring atract to someonewho has
not yet believed in Jesus, and share
with himthe great joy of salvation?
Right where we are, we can pray,
we can give and we can go. We pray
often; we give often; but who is
willing to go and bring the good
news to the many lost souls out
there? Will you go for the LORD?
“..Mbeisunto me, if | preach not
thegospel!” (1 Cor 9:16b).

THOUGHT: Assalvationisof the
LORD, thosewhom God haselected
to save will not have the ultimate
power not to receive His salvation.
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, thank
You for saving my soul. May You
be pleased to use me as Your
witness to those around me.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 29
ROMANS10:8-15
EZEKIEL 33:1-13

“Turn ye from your evil ways,
for why will ye die?”

THE FEET THAT ARE
BEAUTIFUL

The beauty of the feet is spiritua
rather than physical according to
Romans 10:14-15. But why is* the
feet” that go to preach the gospel
called beautiful? Why not the
mouth, hands or other parts of the
body? Why “the feet” ? It has
nothing to do with our physical feet.
| believe the reason the feet is used
isbecauseit symbolized walking. It
speaks of those who go and preach
the gospel of peace according to
verse 15. However, it means more
than just that. It speaks of thosewho
have believed on theLord Jesusand
have called upon the Name of the
L ord and whose lives have changed
forever.

Haveyoutruly believed ontheLord
Jesusand called upon HisName? If
not, evenif you really go and preach
the gospel of peace, what are you?
What do you have? Beautiful feet?
Far fromit! Itisonly beautiful when
you yourself have received the
gospel of peace. It isonly beautiful
when you have received the glad
tidings of good thingsyourself. God
does not force people to go and
evangelise. But He will provoke
them to go by Hiswords.

You and | must be convicted that
this is our responsibility. Both
individualy, and asachurch, weare
to go and preach the gospel. The
opportunity isgiven to otherswhen
we go and tell them the gospel. If
we don’'t even go, how can they
know and believe? The hyper-
Cavinistswill say, ‘ If God will save
them, Hewill doit without you.” But
a Calvinist will say, ‘I go because
God has called meto. Whether they
believe or not isnot for meto tell. |
am only called to go and nothing
else’ Areyouwilling to go?Will our
feet be beautiful? God knows best!

THOUGHT: The act of receiving
and confessing Christ to be Lord
and Saviour is that faith which
comesfrom above.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father,
whether people believe or not, |
leave it to You. Help me to bear a
faithful witnessto the same glorious
gospel which has saved me.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 30
JAMES1:22-27

3JOHN 1-14
“You are deceiving yourselves if you
are hearers only, and not doers.”

BE YE DOERS, NOT
HEARERS ONLY!

An ex-deacon once told meto my
face: “What things can you tell me
which | do not already know?”
Immediately | replied: “What you
really need is not to be told those
things which you do not know but
to DO those things which you
already know.” This is not some
wisewordsthat cameout of my finite
mind. It is from God's Word in
James 1:22: “But be ye doer s of the
word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.”

How Christian men and women
need to be DOERS of the Word
today. Too many have heard the
teachings of Christ but are not
doing them. A good and faithful
preacher of the Word does not
yearn to hear compliments from
you: “Oh, what awonderful sermon
you have preached!” but how your
life has been transformed by the
Word of God which he preached.
Apostle John wrote: “1 have no
greater joy than to hear that my
childrenwalkintruth” (3 John4).

We, who have been born again and
cleansed by the precious blood of
our Risen Saviour Jesus Christ,
how can we not walk according to
His Word? How can we hear His
Word and then walk away and do
nothing? God forbid! Itishightime
that wewake up out of our “ dumber
land” and be doers of the Word
today.

Let us make sure that we do what
the Lord wants before Hiswatchful
eyes. Hewants us to be doers, and
not hearers of HisWord only. God
promised that if you are not a
forgetful hearer but a doer, you
shall be blessed in your deed (Jas
1:25). Do you believe?Will you do
it? Let usawaysremember that we
are God's children, and not the
devil’s anymore. And because we
are God's children, let us behave
as one by being doers of the Word
and not hearers only.

THOUGHT: Today, church goers
prefer to be sermon critics rather
than be critiqued by the sermon.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help
me learn at least one lesson each
timel hear thefaithful preaching of
Your Word.
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LORD’ SDAY, AUGUST 31
JOHN 18:33-38
JOHN 8:31-47

“Whosoever committeth sin
is the servant of sin.”

ARE YOU TRAPPED OR
FREE?

Before Jesus was led to the cross,
Pontius Pilate asked Jesusif Hewas
indeed a king to which Jesus
replied, “ Thou sayest that | am a
King. To this end was | born, and
for thiscause camel into theworld,
that | should bear witness unto the
truth. Every onethat is of the truth
heareth my voice” (John 18:37).
Then Pilate asked, “ What istruth?”

This perhaps is a question we may
aso have. What exactly is” truth” ?

Weliveinan erawheresomeclaim
that there are no absolute truths.
To them, truth isthat whichisright
in their own eyes. Each lives with
his own truths. They have no
absolute but varieties of truth which
say ‘All truth is God's truth.” This
sounds very ‘sound,” but
unfortunately that’s a blatant lie
from the devil. All truth is NOT
necessarily God's truth! It should
be the other way and can only be
that way: GOD’'STRUTH ISALL
TRUTH! Think about that!

In aworld searching for the truth,
dear friends, the truth is nearer
than we think. Jesus stands with
us today as the glorious King of
kingsand Lord of lords. He says, “ |
am the way, the TRUTH and the
life, no man cometh unto the Father
but by me” (John 14:6). Many are
still trapped by the bondage of
ignorance and sin today. Are you?
Let the Truth set you free today.
You may betrappedinalifeof sin,
but are you willing to let it go and
let Jesus free you from that
bondage? Will you receive the
Truth today? Jesus means what He
says: “ Ye shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). Do you want to befree?
Goto Jesusand His Truth will make
you free indeed.

THOUGHT: Thewickednessof the
presentisno different from thetime
of the Judges, for every man today
till does that which isright in his
own eyes (Judges 17:6).

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, may
Your Truth make mefreetoday.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
1CORINTHIANS12:12-31
EPHESANS4:11-14

“Teach a just man, and he
shall increase in learning.”

TEACHERS DAY

Today is an important day for usto
remember and thank our teachersfor
their labour and patience with us.
The most important ingredient in
any teaching ministry is the
TEACHER. In the church context,
the teacher is one of the few
instruments besides the Pastor,
Elders and deacons whom God has
chosen to proclaim His Word. Not
all believers are “gifted” by the
Spirit to teach God’s Word in a
corporate setting. God gives
believers different gifts within the
body of Christ, and teaching isone
of them (Eph 4:11-14).

The Christian teacher must be a
Christian, onewho believesand has
received Jesus as his personal
Saviour and Lord, and has become
afollower of Chrigt. Itisunthinkable
and irresponsible of the church to
allow an unbeliever to be ateacher
of God's Word in the church. How
can we entrust our children’s souls
to unbelievers? God forbid! The
teacher at any level within the
church must be a Christian and
should be one who, having
experienced apersonal relationship
with God through faith in the
atoning meritsof Christ the Saviour,
communicates and imparts to his
students that which he has learnt
and experienced. The Christian
teacher must not be a young
convert or anovice. Heisone from
whom, through whom, and with
whom students learn. A good
Christian teacher will continue to
learn with his students and seek to
produce spirit-filled results in the
lives of his students.

However, the Christian teacher is
never a replacement of parents.
Rather, the Christian teacher is a
“supplement” of parents to the
student in the area of Christian
education. Parents are rightly
ordained by God to be their
children’s main “teachers.” Thank
God for good Christian teachersin
our churches who teach us and our
children. Let us remember to pray
earnestly for them. May God bless
all faithful Christian teachers.

THOUGHT: If theHoly Spiritisour
divine Teacher, why do westill need
human teachers?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me appreciateall my teachers.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
HEBREWSS:11-14
ROMANS14:12-13

“Thou shalt teach them
diligently to thy children.”
ARE YOU CALLED TO BE A
CHRISTIAN TEACHER?

The author of Hebrewswrote, “ For
when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one
teachyou again...” (Hebrews5:12).
Have you been a long-time
Christian? I s this verse speaking of
you?

Any believer can claim to be a
teacher. But it takes a high calling
from God to be a good Christian
teacher. The teaching ministry can
bevery demanding and stressful. Are
you called to be a Christian teacher?
One of the most outstanding failures
of the New Testament Church today
involvesthe selection and enlistment
of teachers. We see so many New
Testament churches infiltrated by
fal seteacherswho did much damage
to the growth and unity of the
church. No teacher should ever be
chosen solely on the basis of
seniority, personality, or popularity.
These traits must never be the
primary criteria for choosing
teachers.

Teaching the Word of God is a
serious business, and must never be
taken lightly. Every teacher will one
day have to give an account of both
HOW and WHAT they have taught
(Rom 14:12-13). No teacher should
be allowed to teach without first
being examined and assessed by the
Pastor, Elders, or some mature
leaders. The qualifications and
expectations of the teacher must
never be compromised and must be
clearly understood by all involved,
and ultimately thiswill providefor a
more healthy and spiritual church.

Still not surewhether you are called
to serve as a Christian teacher?
Don't rush in. This is a serious
caling. Let your church leadersknow
and |et them pray for you. You must
make sure your calling to be a
Christian teacher by seeking
confirmation fromtheLord. May His
peacethat passeth all understanding
guard your heart and mind in Christ
Jesus.

THOUGHT: Thefather ismorethan
just a Christian teacher at home. He
isalso the Pastor of hisown children
inthefamily.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | want
to be agood Christian teacher.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
MARK 1:21-28
ACTS4:8-21

“ ... they were unlearned and ignorant
men, ... that they had been with Jesus.”

JESUS OUR MASTER
TEACHER (1)

Christ is the greatest Christian
teacher. The earthly life of our Lord
was characterised by constant
teaching. Did not a Pharisee,
impressed by Jesus' teaching, come
to visit Him at night? From whom
did hereceive the great teaching of
hisneed to be born again? Did not a
Samaritan woman meet Jesus at the
well?Fromwhom did shereceivethe
great teaching of true biblical
worship? The list goes on. Jesus
entire life is a life of teaching.
Everywhere He went, there was not
onetime that He did not teach.

A careful study of the four Gospels
reveals the objectives of Jesus in
His earthly ministry. His four
teaching objectives are asfollows:

Objective 1: To reveal God’s
graciousand gloriousplan for all
who accept Him. Jesus declared,
“...I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it
moreabundantly” (John 10:10). The
life about which Jesus was
concerned and of which He taught
was eternal, not temporal. For Him,
it was not a matter of the
achievement of  Christian
personality but one of passing from
death unto life. He never sought to
impress His disciples with the
benefits of earthly knowledge,
culture, and personal development,
but He always clearly held before
their eyes the divine vision of a
timeless eternity and the necessity
of man’s preparation to enter it. To
Him, it was not a question of being
educated, cultured, and refined, but
of being born again asanew creature
into God's eternal kingdom. The
temporal life, with all its questions
and interests, was so unimportant
and insignificant in comparison with
the eternal plan of God the Father
for Hischildren that Jesus posed the
provoking questions: “ For what
shall it profit aman, if heshall gain
the whole world, and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man givein
exchange for hissoul?” (Mk 8:36-
37). The soul is of incomparable
valuein relation to the body.

THOUGHT: If Jesusisthe Master
Teacher, why didn’t Judaslearn his
lesson?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, grant
megracethat | may teach Your Word
faithfully.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER4
LUKES:17-32
1CORINTHIANS2:1-5

“For | determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ,

and him crucified.”
JESUS OUR MASTER
TEACHER (1)

Objective2: Towinthemtoactive
faithin Himsdf astheonly Saviour
of sinful man, the promised
M essiah, and thecomingKing. The
offer of eternal life by God was
dependent on the acceptance of His
Son by faith. Jesus came into the
world to diefor the salvation of man
(John 3:16). Jesus made this truth
central in His teachings from the
beginning to theend of Hisministry
on earth. The practical issue of al
His teaching was the invitation to
cometoHim, tolearn of Himand to
follow Him. “ Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest” (Matt
11:28). All, from the lowest to the
highest, were invited into God's
kingdom. He persuaded man by His
loving appeal and His winning
manner to forsake the vanity of
wealth, the pomp of circumstance,
and the illusion of temporal
satisfaction to seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness,
making promise after promise of
what glories would be the portion
of al who would receive Him as
Saviour and Lord of their lives.

Objective3: Toteach theChristian
way of lifeasopposed toadead, dry
system of theology. Jesus' Sermon
on the Mount is an outstanding
example of the emphasisHe placed
upon things that are truly
worthwhile. Instead of mere
repetition of thought, He expounded
the Scriptures with life-giving
power. Instead of setting forth mere
ritual and formalism, He presented
God as truly pictured in the sacred
text. All thetime, Jesus pointed His
audience to God, the Source of life
and power. Small wonder that “ ...
the people were astonished at his
doctrine. For he taught them as
one having authority, and not as
the scribes” (Matt 7:28-29). Every
Bible lesson ought to come *alive’
because God's Word is living and
has the power to change lives for
Jesus. A spirit-filled Christian
teacher will not point others to
himself but Jesusand Him alone, for
Heisthe Source of life and power,
not the teacher.

THOUGHT: Each time| open the
Bible, my eydidsalwaysseemtobe
so heavy. What can | do?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
enjoy every spiritual lesson from
Your Word.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBERS
MATTHEW 20:20-28
ACTS2:22-47

“This Jesus hath God raised up
whereof we all are witnesses.”

JESUS OUR MASTER
TEACHER (1)

Objectived: Toprepareandtrain
His disciples to be His withesses.
At varioustimes, Jesus commanded
His disciples to go and witness to
others of the kingdom which is at
hand. Thisis especially seen of His
twelve appointed disciples. He sent
them out to teach and to evangelize
under Hisoversight after having first
given them training in close
association with Himself. Thusthey
were ableto reach many peoplewith
Histeaching. He educated them with
the most affectionate patience,
bearing with their carnal hopes and
their limited understanding of His
Truth. He taught them what the
larger body of disciples and people
in general could not perceive, thus
fulfilling His objective for them to
carry on Hiswork after Hisdeparture.

In al these four objectives, Jesus
had unswervingly devoted Himself
to keep them. This is a source of
encouragement and admonition to
al Christian teachers. There is no
temptation, no threat, and no appeal
ableto cause Him to give up on us,
evenfor amoment. When the people
would have made Him a king, He
taught them to look at the eternal
perspective rather than on earthly
values. When one came to Jesus
with aview of getting hisrightsand
requested Him to judge in the
division of an estate, Jesustold him
the story of the rich fool to drive
home the point that a man’s life
consists not in the possession of
earthly things which will one day
pass away. All these acts, the
disciples had witnessed and
understood after the resurrection
and ascension of Christ. Having
been prepared thus, they were now
ready to teach and carry out the
mission that their Master Teacher
has given them.

Good preparation makes a good
Christian teacher. So do not ever
teach if you have not prepared
yourself through prayer and study
of the Bible lesson.

THOUGHT: TobeaChristianisto
be a disciple, a witness, and a
servant of Christ.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, be Thou
my vision and the Lord of my heart.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
1SAMUEL 7:1-15
HEBREWS13:5-6

“The LORD is my Helper.”

HITHERTO HATH THE LORD
HELPED US (1)

Without God helping us, what
would become of us? The Lord our
God is our only help. These words
of Godin 1 Samuel 7:12 remind us
of two important points:

1 It iswe who are completely
helpless.

Chapter 7 begins by saying for
twenty years the children of Israel
lamented and were saddened
because the Lord was not with
them. For twenty long years they
sought the Lord. But in these
twenty years, who did they really
follow? They had been
worshipping the false gods of
Baalim and Ashtoreth, and not the
living and true God. Thus God
would have them learn what it
would taketo trust in Himand Him
alone.

At Mizpeh, they demonstrated their
helplessness by pouring out the
water they had drawn and fasted
and cried for their sins. It was at
this moment the Philistines took
advantage of their vulnerability
sincethey werenot prepared for war.
The Israelites realized they were
completely helpless, not just
spiritually but physically. Their
strength, their help and their
deliverance were going to come
only fromthe L ord. Only when they
got to the bottom of this valley of
disobedience, thisvalley of turning
away from God, then I srael realized
therewas only Onewho could help
them.

If left on our own, you and | will
have the same complete
helplessness. We cannot live life
good enough for us to get into
heaven. We simply cannot pay the
price that all of the sins, evil, and
wickedness require. What can we
do except to cry “Help, Lord!” and
say “Ebenezer” (Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us)?

THOUGHT: “Sdf helpwith God's
help is the best help” (Timothy
Tow).

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, |
thank You that You are my Helper.

70



LORD’ SDAY, SEPTEMBER7
1SAMUEL 7:1-15

DEUTERONOMY 31:1-13
“He will not fail thee, neither forsake
thee:

fear not, neither be dismayed.”

HITHERTO HATH THE LORD
HELPED US (1)

2 It is God who helps us
completely.

In the midst of great fear and
anxiety, it is comforting and
assuring to read, “ ... the LORD
heard him” as Samuel was
interceding on behalf of the
despairing Israelites by offering
burnt offering. It is not as if God
will only hear Samuel’sprayer. The
principle is the same: “ The
effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much”
(James 5:16b). He whose
righteousness is acceptable in
God’s sight will pray according to
His will. It pleased God then to
answer Samuel’s prayer.

The next thing we know, God
defeated the Philistines before the
Israelites pursued and destroyed
them. The more powerful
Philistines did not win, but the
weaker Israel won because God
heard the prayers of Samuel.

Today, the Lord is our Stone of
help, our Rock of salvation. There
are many things that can and may
frighten usin thisworld, but there
is also one God who is our
Ebenezer, our Stone of help. No
matter what happensin thislife, no
matter how topsy-turvy and
opposed to God thisworld may be,
God takes care of His people for
their good.

May we always remember that we
are completely unable to save
ourselves, for it is the Lord our
Stone who saves us completely.
TheLordisour Ebenezer. Our God
isour Helper.

THOUGHT: Why look to my left,
right, front, back, down and inside
when | can look up to Him who
promisesto help me?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
meto trust in Your help always.

71



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
EPHESIANS1:3-14

1PETER1:39
“ Receiving the end of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls.”

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS!

It is easy for us to focus our lives
on problems and on what we do not
have. Therearebasically two types
of blessings: General Blessings
(everyone including unbelievers
can enjoy) and Spiritual Blessings
(only genuine believers can enjoy).
Genera blessings usually include
health, food, home, apparel, and
also natural resources such as sun,
rain, etc.

But believers have a double
blessing for they are given spiritua
blessings as well as general
blessings. Ephesians 1:3, “ Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ.” The
intimate, personal relationship we
havewith Him isablessing beyond
our description. There is aso the
wonderful blessing of fellowship
with likeminded brethren in Christ
within the household of faith. “ So
then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by theword of God” (Rom
10:17). The Bible is God'’s eterna
blessing to us. It is also our ever
present and dependable Guide. It
contains the foundational
principles upon which we can build
a happy and successful life.

If we would be happy, and if we
would be pleasing to God, we must
count our many blessings, and not
our troubles. We must show our
gratitude to God for His many
blessings by being obedient to His
commands. If you are not a
Christian, let me urge you at the
earliest opportunity to become one,
and thereby show your gratitudeto
God, the Giver of all good gifts, for
the many blessings God has
bestowed to enrich and bless your
life

THOUGHT: | must not take my
blessings for granted! If God can
shower on meHisblessings, He can
also removethem.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, make
me a blessing to someone today.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER9
PSALM 57:1-11
2CORINTHIANS4:1-18

“1 will cry unto God most high; unto
God that performeth all things for me.”

PERSECUTED BUT NOT
FORSAKEN! (1)

For no good reason, king Saul was
out tokill David. But David refused
to fight him because he knew it was
not God'swill for himtofight God's
anointed one. Saul continued to
make life difficult for David and
caused him to be on the run for his
life. David was persecuted and
chased by Saul, but David was not
forsaken. God waswith David al the
time. Andit isamazing that David's
flight fromking Saul isthetimewhen
David drew even nearer to God.
David was closer to God when he
was afugitive than when he became
the next king.

Sometimes we are in a similar
situation as David's. When things
are not turning out well on our side,
weimmediately runto God for help.
We see the urgency and need to
depend on God. This is good
because at |east we are aware of the
best help available for us. But how
many of us truly go to God first,
giving Him first place in our heart,
and acknowledging that without Him
we can do nothing?

We face opposition, conflict and
problem almost everywhere.
Sometimes in our workplace or
school, there are those who dislike
us for no good reason. As a result,
we may feel that we are being
persecuted. But is that the kind of
persecution the Bibleis speaking of ?

Not many really face persecution
because of our Christian faith.
Perhaps only for those with
unbelieving parents or family
members who are strongly against
Christianity. By and large, we do not
really encounter any spiritual
persecution. But beware, thereisone
powerful persecution that we need
to be careful of. It isthe persecution
from your “ old man” against your
“newman” (Col 3:9-10).

THOUGHT: There is a double
blessing if | am under persecution
for Christ’'ssake (re: Matt 5:10-11).
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to be willing to bear the cross for
Your sake as Jesus bore the cross
for my sake.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
ROMANSG6:1-23
2CORINTHIANS4:1-18

“Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body that ye should obey it in

the lusts thereof.”

PERSECUTED BUT NOT
FORSAKEN! (I1)

| believe there is one great
persecution in which every true
believer cannot avoid. The
persecution that comes from our
“oldman.” After webelievein Christ
and are born again, we are not
immediately free from sin. Yes, we
may be saved and made free from
the bondageto sin. But we still have
our old sinful nature in us. This
sinful naturewill only betaken away
on the day when we meet our Lord.
The sting of death no longer has
any effect on us. Before we are
saved, we are stung by this deadly
blow and | eft to perish. But now after
webelievein Christ, thisdeadly sting
in us is completely removed. Not
only are we healed, we are given a
“new man” to live a new life in
Christ. And this* new man” desires
anything that is spiritual and
glorifying to God.

Let usnot forget that our * old man”
isstill there within us. He comesin
to oppose everything the “ new
man” desires to do. Besides the
great strugglewithin us, theevil one
will use every opportunity to
destroy us. Do you think the devil
will without much resistance let us
go so that we can trust in God? Of
course not! Surely hewill try toturn
us away from God, perhaps by
stirring our heartsto blame God for
all the bad thingsthat happen to us.
Let us not be deceived by him. The
more we are suppressed, the more
we need to trust God for deliverance.

THOUGHT: When| sin, can| push
the blame to my “ old man” ? When
| do good, can | give credit to the
“new man” ?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
metoliveanew lifein Christ.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
PSALM 61:1-8
2CORINTHIANS4:1-18
“Hear my cry, O God;
attend unto my prayer.”

PERSECUTED BUT NOT
FORSAKEN! (I11)

Despite this struggle with the old
nature in us and the evil one
roaming around us, we are not
forsaken by God. God did not leave
us to fight this spiritual battle by
ourselves. Heisalwayswith us. He
guides us by the power and
presence of the Holy Spirit. We may
ask ourselves “What kind of
burdensam | carrying right now?’ |
have no doubt that we can easily
compile a long list of our woes,
unhappiness, dangers, cares,
concerns, and worries. | have no
doubt that we have various degrees
of afflictions, and perplexities, and
feelings of being struck down, just
like David. However, we must thank
God that we are not forsaken though
we are persecuted, and that though
we have been struck down, we are
not destroyed. For we have a God
who cares for us.

David was doing well when hewas
ashepherd looking after hisflock of
sheep. But hislife started to change
after he was being anointed by
Samuel to bethe next king. Weread
of David'svictory over giant Goliath
and how he became the hero of
Israel. However the beginning of his
success is also the beginning of
moretroublesto come. Out of envy,
king Saul tried to get rid of David.
From the darkness of that moment,
David learnt about trusting, loving
and serving God. The foundation
for his confidence in the face of all
manner of adversity and trial was
this: he experienced God'sunfailing
care and comfort upon him. Thereis
no onewhom he can trust, only God.
Only God can make hisdarkest night
to shine.

The God of David isthe same God
whom we believe in today. As God
cared for David, He caresfor ustoo.

THOUGHT: Isit better for David to
remain as a shepherd for the rest of
his life than to heed the call to be
theking of Israel?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | thank
You for the wonderful promise that
You will never forsake me.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
PSALM 59:1-17
PROVERBS3:1-7

“Lean not unto thy
own understanding.”

TRUSTING GOD

David’s trust in the Lord is
evidenced in many of the psalms
that hewrote. Oneof whichisPsam
59. He wrote this psalm when he
wason therun from Saul. Helearnt
a precious lesson and that is:
Trusting God.

There is an account of a war that
happened in London many years
ago. This account reminds us of
David's trust in God through the
experience of a little boy and his
mother in London during the war.
With bombs falling from the night
sKky, fireand destruction al around,
onemother frantically searched for
asafeplacefor herself and her child.
Desperately looking for a shelter,
she grabbed her child’s hand and
ran. She leapt into a dark hole and
disappeared from her child'ssight.
Calling to him, shesaid “ Jump, son,
jump!” Frightened, her child
screamed back, “But mom, | can’t
see you!” And now with all the
assurance and comfort she can put
into her voice, shecalled back, “But
| can see you. Just jump!” And he
did. Landingin hismother’sarm, he
was safe and comforted. This is
exactly what God desires usto do.
When we say we trust in God, do
wereally trust in Him no matter what
happens?

For David, for me, for you, for al of
us, our journey of faith beginswith
adecisionto trust God. We receive
asimplefaithandwejust believe. If
we believe we can land on God's
arm, embraced by God, and
comforted by God, truly we can say
from the bottom of our heart, | am
not forsaken. | trust God and His
promises that He will never leave
me nor forsake me. Therefore we
can, just like David, give thanksthat
somehow, somewhere, in our lives
God still caresfor us.

May Psalm 59 encourage usto trust
inthe Lord even when our enemies
come upon us, at the face of
persecution from without or from
within.

THOUGHT: Our enemiesmay nhot
be God’'s enemies. But God's
enemiesaredefinitely our enemies.
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
metotrustin Youwith all my
heart.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
PHILIPPIANS1:1-11
EPHESIANS1:3-14

“Make you perfect in every
good work to do his will.”

GOD’'SGOOD WORK (1)
What isthisGood Work?

Ephesians chapter 1 highlights the
truth of our salvation. Our salvation
isthe good work of the triune God.
We are chosen by God the Father
unto salvation. We are purchased
by the redeeming work of God the
SoninHislife, blood and death, and
resurrection. We are sealed by God
the Holy Spirit of promise, securing
our salvation to the very end.

Why isit a Good Work?

The first reason why it is a good
work isthat thiswork DOES usgood.
In other words, it is awork that is
good and not harmful to us. Without
thiswork of gracein us, the power
and chain of sin will still remain
there and will eventually weigh us
down to hell. We must be born
again, says our Lord, if we are to
enter into the kingdom of God.

The second reason why it isagood
work is that this work MAKES us
good. It not only does us good, it
actually makes us good. It turns us
fromawretched and vile sinner, into
a holy and Christ-like saint. Have
you considered what a great sinner
you once were, before God did His
good work in you? On the other
hand, do you realize that each and
every one of those Christian graces
which you now possess and exhibit
in some measure such aslove, joy,
peace, patience, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance, etc, are al solely the
result of God's good work in you?

Indeed thisisagood work because
it does us good and makes us good.

THOUGHT: Christ'sgoodworksare
necessary for our salvation. Our
own good works are necessary for
our sanctification.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, keep
me doing good works because |
am already saved.
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LORD’ SDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
PHILIPPIANS1:1-11

EPHESIANS2:4-10
“ God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.”

GOD’'S GOOD WORK (11)

What isthe Pur poseof thisGood
Work?

The answer is twofold — it is
primarily for the glory of God and
secondarily for the glory of the
saved in eternity. God does all
things for His own glory. And the
good work which God has begun
inusisultimately and primarily for
Hisown glory. God, who began it,
must also perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ. Now God is
workinginusnot just for our benefit
inthislife, but especially to prepare
us for the life to come. Thomas
Vincent said, “God givesgrace here
to preparefor glory hereafter.”
Application

How then shall we apply this
verse? Firstly, we are to take a
careful look at ourselves to see if
God hasindeed begun agood work
in us. Have | really experienced a
real changeinmy life? My friends,
without this good work, nothing
good awaits you at the end of your
life. Secondly, we are to be very
thankful to God when we see His
good work inusand in oneanother.
When was the last time you sat
down to reflect upon God's good
work inyou and to give thanksand
praise to Him? Have you realized
God has already begun a good
work in you? Know that He will
continue working and perfecting
His work in you until the day of
Jesus Christ.

Yes, we need to examine ourselves
to see where we have fallen short
of His glory. After which we must
repent of our sins. Let us also take
stock of God's blessing to us that
wemay thank Himfor it. Theday is
coming soon when we shall give
an account of what we have done
for God. Will we passthetest? May
God help usto be thankful for His
good work in ug!

THOUGHT: | thought al my sins
were forgiven when | believe in
Jesus. How isit that | still have to
account for all the wrongs | have
done?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | thank
You for Your good work done
withinme
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
PSALM 13:1-6

REVELATION 6:1-17
“How long doest thou not judge
and avenge our blood on them?”

HOW LONG MORE MUST |
ENDURE? (1)

| wasonamissionstripto Sri Lanka
many years ago when | took the
opportunity to visit one of the
missions stations at the mountainous
Hatton. | was told that the journey
would take three hours. | looked at
my watch, it was 10 am. That means
we should reach Hatton by 1 pm.
And so | set my heart and mind
praying for the Lord'swill to bedone
that we will reach Hatton in three
hours. After about two hours of
journey, | asked whether wearegoing
to bethere soon. Thereply was, “We
are not even halfway through the
journey.” And so | asked, “How
much longer?” “Soon” was the
reply. After about another hour, the
journey became extremely bumpy,
and so | asked again, “Arewethere
yet? How much longer? Why arewe
taking so long?” The answer
reflected my impatience and anxiety.
Thereply wasagain “Soon.” | could
not endure the journey anymore.
How long moremust | endure?Isn’t
this the same question we ask when
wefacehardtimesinlife?

David, who was in a different
situation, was on a more dangerous
and difficult journey than when I
travelled to Hatton. Nevertheless it
captures the essence of that
questionin Psalm 13 (at least 4 times
in the first two verses) remarkably
well, “How long ... ?” Aswe read
the questions of David in the first
two verses, we will find that what
David has recorded is a process. It
is a change in his attitude and
thinking as he waited upon the Lord.
It is a path moving upward, out of
despair and into hope and trust in
the Lord.

One of the great lessons from the
Psalms that David wroteisthat it is
perfectly all right to be honest with
God about how wereally feel. Being
honest with God is to open up our
heartsto Him. Cry if you needto cry,
shout if you need to shout, agonize
if you need to agonize, to the Lord.
The Lord will hear. He will receive
every contrite heart and all who have
abroken spirit. Will you goto Him?
How long?

THOUGHT: My ways are higher
than your ways and My thoughts
than yours.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, giveme
patience that | may endure
hardships.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
PSALM 13:1-6
ROMANS12:16-21
“Vengence is mine; | will repay,
saith the LORD.”

HOW LONG MORE MUST |
ENDURE? (I1)

David faced many trialsin hislife.
We do not know exactly what the
occasion waswhen he penned Psalm
13. This psalm reveals a striking
picture of afrustrated heart crying
out again and again: “How long
more must | endure?”’

“How long wilt thou forget me, O
LORD? for ever?” God did promise
to deliver Hischildren from trouble
and danger, but He did not say
when. Thisisthe cry of onewhois
getting impatient. We simply let our
impatience rule our thinking. ‘We
just want the sol ution now, not | ater,
not tomorrow.’ With
disappointment, we charged at God
and concluded that He has
forgotten us forever. “How long
wilt thou hide thy face from me?”
When God hides Hisface from His
people, there is a message of
displeasure or anger against them
duetotheir sin. It will alwaysbethe
sin of Hispeoplethat God hidesHis
face away from them. “ How long
shall | take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow in my heart daily?”
When thereis no onewhom we can
trust and rely upon, we begin to
keep thingsto ourselves and wallow
in despair and self-pity. Wearelost,
there is no clear road ahead of us.
Where is the direction? Where
should | go? This adds more sorrow
to our anxiety and frustration. “ How
long shall mine enemy be exalted
over me?” This is probably the
worst feeling we can ever have.
When we cannot do anything to
those who continually mock and
laugh at us, wefed soterrible. There
was one time when David was in
such asituation. Running away from
king Saul, he found refuge in the
Philistines’ territory. There, he had
to pretend to be a mad man, and to
endure the company of idolatrous,
sinful and wicked men. In all these,
what can he do except to endure so
that hislife can be preserved?

How long, Lord? It iswhen we are
brought to the lowest, that we know
wehaveto giveourselveswholly to
God to save and to deliver.

THOUGHT: Whenthe Nameof God
is taken in vain, should we endure
or speak up?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, assure
us that You are our Saviour and
Ddliverer.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
PSALM 13:1-6
1PETERS511
“Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time.”

HOW LONG MORE MUST |
ENDURE? (11)

After these four despairing
questions from David, the Spirit of
the Lord directs David's heart to
plead with God inaspirit of humility.
Verse 3: “ Consider and hear me, O
LORD my God: lighten mine eyes,
lest | sleep the sleep of death.”
There is no sign of demand but a
humble request from abroken man.
“Consider” is the word. | am
nothing but a worm, consider me.
Nothing good that | deserve but
consider me and hear me. That isa
desperate soul in need of assurance
and comfort from the Lord.

“Lighten mineeyes...” When asoul
isdesperate, he cannot see the road
before him clearly for itisdark. His
spiritual eyes need some light to
guide him, to show him the proper
way asexplained” ...lest | leepthe
sleep of death.” In total darkness,
we are completely lost and we
desperately search for anything that
will giveuslight.

Verse 4, “ Lest mine enemy say, |
have prevailed against him; and
those that trouble me rejoice when
| am moved.” This should aways
be in our mind when we meet with
temptation and sin. If we fall into
them, we are letting the evil one
mock at God. Before you fall into
sin, ask: “Am | going to let Satan
use me as histool to mock at God?’
And if the answer isafirm no, the
inclination to sin will go away.
When sin is stopped, our faith
beginsto grow and mature.

THOUGHT: | amcdledtoresistthe
devil and not to fleefrom him. | am
called to flee from temptation and
not to resist it.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, leead me
not into temptation but deliver me
fromevil.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
PSALM 13:1-6
PHILIPPIANS4:4-13

“The God of peace shall be with you.”

HOW LONG MORE MUST |
ENDURE? (IV)

David beganthisPsalmwith all his
complaints, but after he had cried
out to God, he experienced thefina
summit of his circumstances as
seeninverses5and 6, “ But | have
trusted inthy mercy; my heart shall
rejoicein thy salvation. | will sing
unto the LORD, because he hath
dealt bountifully with me.”

Prayer has strengthened the spirit
of David. His faith, his hope, and
comfort from God had greatly
increased by now in verse 5. From
complaining to prayer, and now
prayer to belief in the great mercy
of God towards him. What a great
change when we reflect upon the
earlier verses! This is not self-
deception or self motivation, but
the amazing power and working of
the Spirit of God in the heart of a
troubled soul. Indeed, David
received the blessing of peace that
passes all understanding
(Philippians4:6-7).

David has poured out his troubled
soul to the Lord as we heard his
complaintsthat |ed to earnest prayer
and afirm belief in the promise of
God. He was truly convinced by
God's love that never fails, His
covenant love, and His salvation.
“1 will sing unto the Lord,” says
David, “ because He has dealt
bountifullywithme.” God hasbeen
good to David, and Hewill begood
to himforever. Therefore no matter
what our circumstances may look
like today, we can experience the
peacethat passesall understanding
of our circumstances.

The question remains “How long
more must | endure?’ As long as
the Lord enables, | will endure to
the very end because | know Heis
alwayswith me. May God help us.

THOUGHT: Anenduring Christian
isasinging and winning Christian.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, | know
| can endure al hardship because
You arewith me always.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
JAMES1:2-12

1PETER1.:69
“Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation.”

SMILING AT THE STORM (I)

Our life is not a bed of roses. God
never promised usatrouble-freelife.
But He has promised in HisWord to
bewith usthrough every trial weface
in life. Everyone who belongs to
Christ will therefore face his or her
share of trials and suffering.

Aslong asweliveinthisfallen and
sinful world, in our mortal bodiesthat
one corrupt, we will always have to
fight against changes, illnesses,
disappointments, and difficultiesin
life. Some of us here may have
experienced the sorrow of losing a
loved oneto cancer or to some other
prolonged illness. Others may
experiencethebitterness of abroken
relationship. And perhaps many have
faced countless times of failure and
disappointment, or the agony of
being retrenched and not being able
tofind ajob.

All these things are part and parcel
of life!l Although they sometimes
affect us so badly that we almost
cannot hold on much longer, we still
haveto accept them asthey are. How
canwelearn to best copethem?The
good newsisthat al Christians can
actually be blessed with the ability
to cope sowell withthetrialsweface
that we can even rejoice in them!
James says, “ My brethren, count it
all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations’ (James1:2). God would
not have given this verse to us if it
is impossible for us to count it all
joy in facing our trials on earth.
Surely God’'s Word is true and
powerful. If only we would believe
it, we could have avoided so many
heartaches. We must by all means
lear n to rejoice even in the midst of
trials.

We teach our children to sing ‘With
Christ in the vessel, we can smile at
the storm...” Are we redly able to
smile at the storm? Are we able to
cope with our difficulties and trials
with joy in our heart? We can when
Christisinthevessel.

THOUGHT: Is it better if God
removesall my troubles?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
metoreoiceinthemidst of trials.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
HEBREWS4:14-16
1PETER1:6-9

“Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace.”

SMILING AT THE STORM
n

About 300 years ago the young
John Wesley was on board a ship
that was caught in aterrible storm
inthemiddle of theAtlantic Ocean.
As the winds and waves grew
stronger and stronger, John
Wesley grew more and more
terrified and he thought the ship
was going to sink and that he
would surely drown. Onthat same
ship was a family of Moravian
Christians. Despite the great
storms and that dangerous
situation, they were singing calmly
the hymns of praise to God.
Wesley saw them and he was
absolutely amazed that they could
do that. He knew they had
something that he lacked — the
ability to praise God and rejoice
even in the most trying moments
of lifel

As we hear such testimonies of
rejoicing in the midst of suffering
andtrials, it warmsour hearts. Itis
easy for us to praise God
spontaneously when He provides
good things. But when things go
against us, and we haveto struggle
and endure some degree of
hardship and suffering, that is the
time when we find it so hard to
praiseHim.

Canwereally rejoicewith heartfelt
praiseto God during timesof trials?
Can our heartsrejoiceinthe Lord?
What was it that enabled God's
people to rejoice when they were
going through worse things than
what we are going through now?
How can we also be praising God
and genuinely rejoicingin difficult
circumstances?

God is concerned that believers
should apply their faithin Himwell
during times of trial and suffering.
When faith is properly applied,
believers will not only find peace
and much comfort in the midst of
trials, but also great rgjoicing! With
Christ in the vessel, we can smile
at the storm!

THOUGHT: Isthereany sormtoo
strong that God cannot calm? So,
why worry?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me to apply greater faith in You
during times of trials and
sufferings.
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LORD’ SDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
1PETER1:6-9
PSALM 62:1-12

“ Power belongeth unto God.”

GOD HAS THE POWER TO
KEEP US

Weworry easily whenweare afraid
that something will gowrongin our
lives, and wefeel threatened by the
circumstances we are in. It isin
momentslike these that we need to
be convinced by faith that our God
isthe omnipotent God who has the
power to keep us! Thereisno power
that can keep ustheway that God's
power can!

How powerful isGod'spower?ltis
the same power that causes us to
be begotteninto alively hope—the
power that regenerates sinnersinto
saints. All the power that man
knows about — whether electric
power, solar power or nuclear power
— cannot change a sinner’s heart.
Only God'spower isableto do that!
And that is the same power by
which we are now kept, “ by the
power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in
thelast time.” Theword for “keep”
used here is a military term
commonly used for guarding and
protecting. The power of Godisable
to keep us from falling till we are
presented faultless before the
presence of His glory with
exceeding joy.

This power now safeguards us and
keeps us absolutely safe in God's
hands. It warns uswhen weventure
too far away in our own foolishness
and weakness. It keeps us walking
in the paths of righteousness, and
never fails to chastise us when we
go astray. This power will not rest
until we have reached that beautiful
shore which is in heaven’s glory,
ready to bereveaed at thelast time.
Therefore we can rest with full
assurance that we will be guarded
and protected by Him through all
circumstancesin life. We need not
be anxious about what can happen
to us, or about what the final
outcome will be, because the Lord
Himself will keep us! That final
outcomeisfully settled, confirmed
and assured for us. When we find
ourselves being tested and we
begin to doubt and losefaith, let us
remind ourselves of the unlimited
power of God that keep us to the
end.

THOUGHT: Thegospd of Christis
the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth.

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | praise
You for You are my omnipotent
God.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
1PETER1:6-9
1CORINTHIANS3:10-17

“Every man's work shall
be made manifest.”

THE PURPOSE OF GOD IS
TO TRY US

We ought to realize that the trials
wefaceinlife haveadivine purpose.
They are not there by mere chance,
but by God's design. They have
been deliberately planned and put
into our lives for our own good.
Trias can be very distressing and
very emotionally-draining. And the
common question that fillsour mind
when we arein the midst of trialsis
“Why?" “Why must this happen to
us, Lord?” “Why must it be so
painful?” TheLord answerswith an
illustrationin 1 Peter 1:7, “ That the
trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ.”

Therefining process of goldisused
as an analogy of the purification of
our Christian faith through trials.
When we first believe in God, our
faith islike unrefined raw gold that
has just been dug out from a gold
mine. There are three stages in the
whole refining process. The first
stageisto separate theraw gold from
sand and gravel by using flowing
water. The sand and gravel get
washed away, while the raw gold,
whichisheavier, sinksand remains.
In the second stage, mercury is
added to the gold. Thisliquid metal
combinesimmediately with thegold
and makes it very brittle, so that it
can easily be separated from other
materials. In the final stage of the
refining process, intense heat is
applied to the gold, so that it melts
into molten gold. Thisalso vaporises
away the mercury that wasadded in
the second stage, and also burns
away any remaining impurities. The
end result of al this is pure gold,
which is both beautiful and
precious. Gold is the most precious
metal to man. For us Christians, our
faith is even more precious than
gold. Our faith also needs to be
refined like gold. Though painful, the
refining processismost effectivefor
the purification of our faith in the
Lord. Our faith will reach its best
form, aformthat ismany timesmore
precious than the purest gold!

THOUGHT: Surely God knowsall
things and He knows our heart, why
try us then?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, may my
faith in You grow in times of
adversity.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
EPHES ANS5:1-17
2CORINTHIANSA4:6

“Walk as children of light.”

GOD MAKES OUR DARKEST
NIGHT SHINE

As there was darkness upon the
earth beforetherewaslight, sothere
isanatural darknessinthe minds of
men, before any spiritual light is
shined onto them. And aslight was
thefirst to be created out of the dark
and unformed void (Gen 1:1-3), so
light is the first thing that strikes
the wandering lost soul at the point
of conversion.

As light was the result of divine
power, soisthespiritua illumination
(or the opening of the eyes) of the
understanding of man who is born
spiritually blind. The heart of man
naturally has no light in it. God as
the fountain of light shines upon it
and in it, to give man atrue sight
and sense of sin, and of hislost state
and condition. Thiswill cause him
to see the fullness of Christ as his
Saviour and hisneed of Him. It will
warm his affections, and draw out
his desire after Christ, His ways,
truths, ordinances, and people, and
will give him understanding of the
mysteries of the Gospel.

How do we know God hath indeed
shined in our hearts? The light of
God that shinesin our heartsisthat
light of knowledge of God’s glory.
Thisisagreat mystery. Only those
who truly havethislight in themwill
understand this great mystery. The
Bible says that, “ spiritual things
arespiritually discerned.” Itisthat
easy, yet so difficult for many to
accept by faith.

Oncethelight of God hasshinedin
your hearts, it will never be taken
away. It istrue that sometimes this
light becomes dim and seemsto be
fading, but it is still there and will
never go out. It may bedark at times
and our lives may seem to be in
darkness. Dearly beloved, look to
God, go to Him in prayer, and the
lightin uswill shinebrighter. Doyou
believe?

THOUGHT: If | amnot shiningasa
light for God, what am | doing then?
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | want
to be Your shining light in the
darkness of thisworld.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
1CORINTHIANS1:10-31
GALATIANSG6:1-18

“The world is crucified unto me,
and | unto the world.”

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
LEADSHOME

The Gospel of Christ isthe Cross of
Christ. This Cross is open to all.
There is no discrimination whether
you are yellow, black, or white;
whether you are rich or poor, first
class, second class, or third classin
society; whether young or old, all
are welcome to the cross of Christ.
Whosoever will come to the cross,
heison hisway to heaven which he
will call hishome. Let usthen thank
God for this way of the cross that
leads home.

There was a man who served as a
medical missionary for many years
inIndia. He served in an areawhere
there was progressive blindness.
The people there were born with
healthy vision, but there was a
disease that caused the people to
slowly lose their eyesight. After
years of examination and research,
thismissionary finally found acure
for their sickness. So the people
came to him for the cure. But the
people never said “Thank you” to
this missionary because that phrase
wasnotintheir dialect. They did not
have a word for “Thank you”!
Instead they would say “I will tell
your name” asan expression of their
gratitude. Wherever they went, they
would tell the name of the missionary
who had cured them of their eye
problem.

We have no problem thanking God
for the Crossof Chrigt. Butif wehave
been touched by the power of the
Cross of Christ, we must also tell
others of Jesus’ Name and the
power of His Cross. Jesus came
down from heaven to earth, from
earth to the cross, from the cross to
the grave, and from the graveto the
sky, in order to pave a way for us
that we might beled to our heavenly
home. The way of the cross indeed
leads us home. Are you going by
theway of the Cross?Will you thank
Him by telling others of that same
way? May the Lord help us.

THOUGHT:, What do | see at the
cross of Christ: the cross of shame
or the cross of victory?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to carry my own cross and follow
You.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
COLOSSIANS3:1-15
PHILIPPIANS4:4-9

“Rejoice in the Lord alway:
And again | say, Rejoice.”

LET THE PEACE OF GOD
RULE IN YOUR HEARTS

Thank God that Jesusis not caled
the Prince of Compromise. Heisnot
a Any-truth-can-do Saviour. He is
called the Prince of Peace. It isthe
kind of peace that is obtained on
the basis of God’s Truth. The kind
of peace Jesus came to give is
different from our worldly wisdom
and understanding. It is the peace
of God that passeth all
understanding that will keep our
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. This is very important
because day inand day out, we meet
all kinds of people and somereally
get on our nervesand really stretch
our patience to the limit. How we
need the peace of God!

Colossians 3:15 tells us, “ And let
the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye
thankful.” Apostle Paul likesto use
the human body to illustrate our
relationship with God and our
relationship with one another.
Through Jesus, we now have peace
with God. And we are to let the
peace of God rule in our hearts.
Sometimes the worst enemy is not
foundin theworld but in the church
or even in our home. We belong to
the same body, and we must
remember it is God’s will and
purposethat we are different. Some
are the hands. Some are the legs.
Some are the ears or the mouths.
Wearedll different yet weall belong
to the same body.

Only in Christ can we have peace
with one another. The secret to
peaceisto havethesamemind. The
same mind is not that everyone
must think like me. No, the same
mind we are to have is the mind of
Christ, not our own vain and selfish
mind. “ Let thismind bein youwhich
was also in Christ Jesus.” Itisthe
mind of humility, the mind of
esteeming others better than
ourselves, the mind of looking not
just on our own things but also on
the things of others. That is the
mind weareto havein order to have
peace with one another. May God
help us.

THOUGHT: Can we have true
peace without having the same
mind?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
usto have the mind of Christ.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
1THESSALONIANSS:1-24

ROMANSS8:28
“ Continue in prayer, and watch
in the same with thanksgiving.”

IN EVERYTHING GIVE
THANKS (1)

We have every reason to pray
because there are countless
thanksgiving itemsto praise God for.
| cannot find any good reason for
not praying. Am | too busy to pray,
am | too tired to pray, do | not have
the mood to pray? Can these be my
excuses for not praying? You know
and | know the answer.

While praying unceasingly, we are
called to givethanksfor everything.
Everything means everything. It is
not giving thanks for most things
but to give thanks for every single
thing. That includes those things
which are good and that which are
no good aswell. We are called to be
thankful in every condition, evenin
bad times. We know full well that it
isnot easy at al to give thanks for
bad times. How can | still thank God
when | am retrenched? How can |
still thank God when the doctor tells
me | have cancer? How can | till
thank God when | have lost my
loved onesin accidents or sickness?
Very hard indeed!

Romans 8:28, “ And we know that
all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his
purpose.” Yes, we may never know
how a retrenchment works for our
good, we may never know what
good cancer can bring to us except
pain and burden or even losing our
loved ones. But Romans 8:28 tells
usthat God workseverything for our
good. That's it! God says it, He
promises it, that settles it, and |
believeit. Doyou believesince* ...
thisisthewill of Godin Christ Jesus
concerning you” ?

THOUGHT: “Come, ye thankful
people, come. Raise the song of
harvest home: All issafely gathered
in, Erethewinter stormsbegin. God,
our Maker, doth provide for our
wantsto be supplied: Cometo God's
own temple, come. Raise the song
of harvest home.” (Henry Alford)
PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, helpme
to givethanks at all times.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
1THESSALONIANSS:1-24
PSALM 92:1-15
“It is a good thing to give
thanks unto the LORD.”

IN EVERYTHING GIVE
THANKS (I1)

When you and | gave thanks to
God, we are saying to God that we
are aware of His continual
presence. Therearetimeswhenwe
simply forget that God iswith us.
It could bein good timesaswell as
bad times. Sometimes we are
simply too caught up in doing our
own thingsthat weforget that God
iswith us.

There is this story about a young
lady who was rushing to a youth
fellowship meeting in ataxi. When
thetaxi driver drovepast ajamming
hot rock disco, the driver said,
“That’s the most exciting place to
go to relax, especially for young
peoplelikeyou.”

But the young lady said, “I have
this Friend who would not like that
place, not even a bit.” The driver
said, “ Then go on your own or with
thosefriendswho liketo danceand
rock.” Thelady replied firmly, “No,
evenif | dothat, thisFriend of mine
would still follow me, Hewill dways
be there, and His name is Jesus.”

This young lady was fully aware
of God's continual presence with
her. Godiswith usall thetime. Are
we conscious of that all the time?
Sometimes when life becomes
difficult, weask, “Whereis God?’
When the storm of life darkens our
sky, we must look beyond it and
focus on the light shining above.
How can an aircraft fight against
the great turbulence and great
storm? There is no need to fight,
just fly to a higher altitude, rise
above the storm clouds. Once you
are above the storm clouds, you
will experiencecalm and peace. The
sun will be shining brightly, and
whereisthestorm?Itisjust below
you. Maybethat iswhat God wants
us to do, to rise above a bad
Situation and reach Him. Heisthere,
but arewe going to Him?

THOUGHT: “For theLord our God
shall come and shall take His
harvest home. From Hisfield shall
inthat day all offencespurge away.
Give His angels charge at last in
the fire the tares to cast, but the
fruitful earsto storein His garner
evermore.” (Henry Alford)
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, let me
cometo You freely and awaysin
the Name of Jesus.
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LORD’ SDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
1THESSALONIANSS:1-24

HEBREWS13:8-13
“Let us offer the sacrifices
of praise to God continually.”

IN EVERYTHING GIVE
THANKS (I11)

When we give thanks to God, we
are saying to God that we are
dependent on Him. God isthe source
of all our blessings. Thanking God
is an act of submission on our part
to depend on Him for all things. We
are saying, “God, we need You to
help usmakeit through thisdifficult
timeof our life. Weneed Youto give
us the strength to make it. We can’t
make it on our own. We need You.’

When we give thanks to God, we
are saying to God that wetrust Him.
“Lord, | may not understand why
this thing has happened to me, but |
am going to trust You with the
outcome of thissituation.” Thereis
much about life we do not
understand. So when we givethanks
for such times, we are putting our
trust in God.

When we give thanks to God, we
are saying to God that we
understand what Heis doing in our
lives. We may not understand what
we are going through. We may not
understand our life’'s problems. But
we can understand that whatever is
going oninour lives, God isin full
control and Heisworkinginour lives
according to His sovereign will for
our good.

When we are going through atough
time and we continue to place our
trust in God, it strengthens our
relationship with Him. We discover
that our peace is found not in the
absence of difficulty, but ofteninthe
presence of adversity and trouble.
Our peaceisfoundin God no matter
how difficult the situation can be.
Only after we have gone through
such testingswill werealizethat our
faith in God is strengthened. Isn’t
that wonderful? Let us thank God
always in everything because we
know itisGod'swill for usin Christ
Jesus.

THOUGHT: “Evenso, Lord, quickly
come to Thy final harvest home:
Gather Thou Thy peoplein, freefrom
sorrow, freefromsin. There, forever
purified, in Thy presence to abide.
Come, with all Thine angles, come.
Raise the glorious harvest home.”
(Henry Alford)

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, | thank
You for revealing Your will to me.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
LUKE 15:11-24

1JOHN 1:5-10
“God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all.”

RETURN UNTO THE LORD
0

In one way or another, we may be
likethe prodigal son. Wemust redize
that we arein asinful pathetic state
that had led to separation and
departure from God. Our souls are
literally separated from God. If not
for His mercy extended unto us
graciously, we would be lost for
ever.

The prodigal son’s wretched state
clearly shows forth the awful
wickedness of sinful man. Yet how
few reglizetheir own miserable state
and sinful character! Having viewed
the prodigal son in his pathetic
state of misery, we are to consider
his recovery from it. Every sinner
must realize his own sinfulness.
Thatisaturning pointinthesinner’s
conversion. The Lord opened his
eyes, and convinced him of hissin;
and then caused him to view himself
inadifferent light from what hedid
before. The prodigal son
immediately made a 180- degree
turn. Hedid not wait, he acted right
away, not stopping till he reached
his soul’s resting place.

Before, he left home with all his
wealth, ambition and goalsin life,
now he came home a totally
changed person. He came back with
his heart changed, and with the
hope of being reconciled to his
father. How did hisfather respond?
Did he remind his son of al his
mistakes and confront him? No, he
met him with unexpected tokens of
his forgiving love. Again, God's
receiving of the humbled sinner is
likethat of thefather of the prodigal
son. The sinner is clothed in the
robe of his Redeemer’s
righteousness, made partaker of the
Spirit of adoption, reconciled and
given grace to walk in the ways of
holiness, and rest in God's perfect
peace. This is the happy state of
one who returns to the Lord. Are
you still hesitating?

THOUGHT: “Amazing grace, how
sweet the sound that saved a
wretch likeme! | oncewaslost, but
now am found; was blind but now |
see.” (John Newton)

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, forgive
me for my waywardness and
rebellion, and keep meby Your side.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
ISAIAH 55:6-13
MALACHI 3:1-18

“ Return unto me and
I will return unto you.”

RETURN UNTO THE LORD
mn

It shall not bein vain to seek God,
asHisWordiscallingto us, and His
Holy Spirit is prompting within us.
But therewill come aday when He
will not be found. To them who
refuse to respond to God's offer of
salvation, beware! A timewill come
inthislifethat at death, the door of
grace will be shut.

To repent is to return to our Lord,
against whom we haverebelled. To
do so, we repent not only of our
action, but also with our heart, soul
and mind. With this repentance,
God will graciously blessus. But et
none of usplay with God’sabundant
mercy, or useit asan excuseto sin.

“ Seek ye the LORD while he may
befound, call ye upon himwhile he
isnear.” The Lord isto be sought
at all times. Call upon HimwhileHe
is near. Let us seek and call upon
theLord, whileweareyet alive, not
tomorrow, not later. If we don’t see
theneed to call upon Him now, what
makesusthink wewill call uponHim
later? Call Him now if you have not
done so. Seeking and calling require
not only prayer, but the whole of
our personal worship of God, and
thetimeisnow when the Lord isto
be found, and is near us.

Therefore “ ... let him return unto
theLord.” Returnfromwhom hehas
departed, against whom he has
sinned, and who only can save him.
What will God do? God will have
mercy upon him, which shows that
thereturning of the sinner to God is
not what saveshim, itisGod'smercy
and grace which receive him that
SAVES! Have you returned to the
Lord? Are you still hesitating?
Attending church regularly does
not mean you arewith God. Yes, you
can bein church, yet your heart and
mind arefar, far away from God. Is
that happening to you? Return to
theLord, | plead with you.

THOUGHT: Whichistheologically
correct: “The Lord has found the
sinner.” Or: “The sinner has found
the Lord”?

PRAY ER: Heavenly Father, help
me never to leave You.
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