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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 “Some trust in chariots, and some

NAHUM 1 in horses: but we will remember
PSALM 20 the name of the LORD our God.”

THE COMING OF JUDGMENT ON NINEVEH

It was about acentury after the spiritual revival under Jonah’s preaching
that anew generation rose up in Nineveh. They did not know God and
returned to idolatry. The nation of Assyriaenslaved other nations. Her
king (Sargon Il) was the instrument that God used to banish Israel in
722 BC. Heovertook Samariaafter Jonah's prophecy. Nahum, described
only as “the Elkoshite” (Nah 1:1), delivered his message to the
surviving tribe of Judah. He showed that the Lord wasin control of all
affairs. They needed an assurance from the Lord for Judah was the
next target. Thus he delivered the message declaring God's judgment
on Nineveh.

Hebegan by saying “ the burden of Nineveh.” Nineveh wasthe capital
city of Assyria. During Jonah’s time, there were 120,000 people in
Nineveh. It was big enough to house 600,000. According to Graham
Scroggie, the city lay on the eastern side of the Tigris and was one of
the greatest citiesthen. It had 1,200 towers, each 200 feet high, and its
wall was 100 feet high, and of such breath that three chariots could
driveon it abreast. It was surrounded by a moat 150 feet wide and 60
feet deep. It was 60 milesin circumference and had the agricultural
potential to feed 600,000 people.

Judah saw herself as vulnerable to this mighty power of Assyria. God
however had declared itsfailure. Thereisno date given for the prophecy
of Nahum but several considerations putsit at about 654 BC. The fact
that no king of Judah is mentioned indicates that it may have been
during the reign of the wicked king Manasseh. It was during thereign
of Hezekiah, Manasseh’s father, that Assyria attempted to capture
Jerusalem. The message of Nahum is understood in this historical
background. The prophet declared that God who is jealous against
those who deny His namewill avenge, and reserves Hiswrath for His
enemies.

THOUGHT: Godisgreat in power and will punish thewicked.
PRAYER: Lord, let meawaystrust in Thee only.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER2 “The LORD is good, a strong hold

NAHUM 1 in the day of trouble; and he knoweth
NAHUM 1:4-7 them that trust in him.”

GOD HAS INFINITE POWER

Thewhirlwind, the storm and cloudsare the causes of natural calamities
and man has no control over them. However, in the sight of the Lord,
they are as the dust of His feet. The Lord has power over nature, as
shown in verses 4 and 5, and the prophet used this to illustrate the
infinite power of God. The prophet used thistruth to demonstrate that
even the seemingly impregnable stronghold of Nineveh would one
day be destroyed. Nahum was preparing his audience not to be afraid
of human power. All man-made structures would be destroyed. They
are no assurance of protection.

The burden of Nineveh was conclusive and it would surely come to
pass. Subsequent events would affirm the accuracy of this prophecy.
The message was for the comfort of the kingdom of Judah. The
Assyrians were a threat to them as they were the next target after the
fall of Samaria. The only salvation for them wasto depend on the Lord.
God isaperfect substitute for strong walls. No nation in theworld can
survive without God.

“ Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sinisareproach to any people”

(Prov 14:34). Inrecent world history, thefall of the Soviet Union came
out of nowhere, and then the mighty nation was gone. Thiswas because
shewas founded on Communistic philosophy which isatheistic. Also,
the attack on the Twin Towers in New York and the Pentagon on
September 11™ 2001 was an eye-opener for the USA that their powerful
defence could not protect them from their enemies, let alone natural
calamities. In the same manner, the king of Nineveh could not sleepin
peace and think that his city was safe. The Lord had already declared
her fall. Thewallsof Jerusalem could not compare with those of Nineveh,
and Judah could not depend on them for protection. The Lord, however,
gave assurance of His protection through Nahum.

THOUGHT: Thejudgmentsof theLord aresure.
PRAYER: Lord, let mealwaysrecognize Thy infinite power.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER3 “..let them turn every one from

NAHUM 1 his evil way, and from violence
JONAH 3:5-10 that is in their hands.”

THE REASON FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH

Historians affirm that Nineveh was subsequently destroyed by flood
andfire. Nahum 1:11 tellsusthat the people of Nineveh wereevil. The
preaching and the revival under Jonah were long forgotten and the
Ninevites were back in opposition to the Lord. The people who were
supposed to proclaim the message of the Lord werewicked counsellors.
Instead of leading the people to God, they led them to deny God and
worshipidols. Thedenial of God isthe beginning of al evils. Thefirst
of the Ten Commandmentssays, “ | amthe LORD thy God... Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.” God knowsthe results of such denial.
Idolatry wasthe main sin of Nineveh. Within one generation, they had
returned to the same sin which caused the Lord not to spare the city.
Thefate of the city was also the fate of the whole nation. It was erased
from the map of great nations and assimilated into Babylon which
became the new superpower.

The message of Nahum to the nations was for them to turn to God and
repent. The denial of God is an ecumenical conspiracy that comesin
many forms to unite people of all religions. Today, the most popular
and effective meansisto mix secular music with so-called gospel music.
The singers share the same platform and they claim to speak for God. A
syncretistic society will emerge and will be led to think that they are
serving God. Their destruction will surely come. 2 Corinthians 6:17
exhorts believersto “ come out from among them.”

The prophet’s message to Judah was that upon her mountains were
the feet of Him who brings good tidings. This was a reference to the
coming Messiah. Judah was to keep the solemn feasts and her vows.
She was assured that Nineveh would be utterly cut off and not be a
threat to her anymore. Her worship of God might have been disrupted
due to the Assyrian invasion, but then the nation was free and ought
to be faithful. In times of distress, the people of Judah might have
made vows to the Lord and thus were obliged to keep them. When
God's people arefaithful, Hewill always stand with them.

THOUGHT: God hasan eyeonthe affairsof all nations.
PRAYER: Lord, let meacknowledge Theeat al times.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER4 “The LORD executeth righteousness

NAHUM 2 and judgment for all that
PSALM 103:1-9 are oppressed.”

THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH (1)

Judgment had been declared upon Nineveh. Nahum then spoke of the
destruction that would befall the city. Assyriawas a mighty nation in
biblical history. Nineveh, her capital city, was heavily fortified as
described earlier. Other nations were greatly frightened by thisnation.
Only God could destroy her might. He did not only foretell but He also
brought it to pass. Its destruction was described in three sections: the
means of destruction, the specific nature of destruction and the
aftermath of destruction.

(8 TheMeansof Destructionwould bewar. Nahum 2:1 saysthat the
city would be dashed into pieces and the natural reaction to any attack
would be defence. It was acall to battle. Thusthe city wastold to rise
and protect herself when such atime came. Extra-biblical recordstell of
the fulfilment of Nahum'’s prophecy. The Babylonians and the Medes
joined forces against Nineveh, and took it. It was an accurate prophecy
that came to pass.

Beforethetime of Nahum, Assyriahad taken Samariacaptive. Nahum
2:2 saysthat it wasthe Lord who turned away the excellency of Jacob
and the excellency of Israel. Their land was emptied and their vine
branches were marred. This is descriptive of what Assyria did to the
nation of |srael. However, thejudgment on Nineveh wasin the making.
When the Lord decreed, al man-made efforts|ost their power.

Thementionin verse 3 of the shield of the mighty men being madered
and valiant men being in scarlet indicates shedding of much blood.
The prophet was looking at the events that were yet to take place, i.e.
inthefuture. Theweapons of war included chariots. Chariots offered
fast and efficient transport of soldiers and weapons. The magnitude of
warfarerequired many chariots.

THOUGHT: Nineveh had strong defence, but God sealed her end.
PRAYER: Lord, may | awaystrust in Thy unchanging Word.
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LORD’ SDAY, OCTOBERS “Lay not up for yourselves treasures

NAHUM 2 upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt
MATTHEW 6:19-20 and where thieves break through and steal.”

THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH (2)

(b) The Specific Nature of Destruction. Nineveh was a strong city

and itswallshad withstood aggression for hundreds of years. However,
asin any warfare, the enemy will always try to find a nation’s weak
point, i.e. itsAchilles heel. In the case of Nineveh, it was the gate of
therivers.

Nahum 2:6 says, “ The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the
palace shall be dissolved.” The story of the capture of Nineveh by
the Babylonians tells of this as the point of attack. A flood or alarge
flow of water would destroy the city. Thisgoesto tell the wonders of
God inrevealing Himself through such events. Nahum was not apopular
prophet, but his predictions showed that it was God who brought this
to pass. The Lord had spoken through Nahum. The city would not
only be attacked, but her citizens would be taken captive. Thiswasa
common trend in those days. The men of war would be killed, the
elderly left to die, and women and children carried captives (Nah 2:7).
These cameto pass as prophesied. Those carried alive would serve as
slaves. Thetotal destruction would ensure the safety of the conqueror
as there would be no one to fight back. Nineveh was destroyed and
buried for good.

The confusion that would occur during the capture and destruction of
the city would see everyone running away and nobody would persuade
them to return. This was the usual occurrence in war situations, and
theonly desireat that point wasto save one’'sown life. Besides people,
the other thing that the conquering power desired was the wealth of
the city. Silver and gold represented money in those days. Anything
else of value would also be carried away. The prophet spoke of this
plundering of wealth in verse 9. Such a great city as Nineveh was
surely wealthy and its riches were rightly described as without end.
However, all these were plundered in one day and the ruins buried in
the ground.

THOUGHT: How do | valuemy riches?
PRAYER: Lord, may | lay my treasuresin heaven.
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MONDAY, OCTOBER6 “ Remember therefore from whence
NAHUM 2 thou art fallen, and repent,
REVELATION 2:1-7 and do the first works...”

THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH (3)

(c)  The Aftermath of Destruction. If the people of Nineveh had
maintained their faith after the preaching of Jonah, they would not
have suffered loss. They would thank God that their liveswere spared.
The pain of loss of their homes was overwhelming.

The city is now described as empty, void and waste. It was a sight to
behold. It was enough to make the people’'s hearts melt and even the
knees to smite together and much pain in the loins. Their faces also
were said to gather blackness. All these are descriptions of a greatly
frightened people. This was the fear that overtook the inhabitants of
the city. With an over-running flood, the Lord would make afull end of
Nineveh.

The prophet foretold and it happened. Nineveh was a distant city and
Judah was the recipient of Nahum's message. The experience of
Nineveh was alesson for Judah. This repeated trend in nations has a
lesson for everyone who reads the scriptures. Nobody can ignore God
and remain safe.

Thegreat city, known everywherefor its high walls, towers and palaces
and much wealth, was now gone. It became ajunglefor wild animalsto
roam in. No one expected this would happen, but when it is decreed
from heaven, it wasdone. Thelast verse showsthat the fate of the city
was from the Lord. It paints agloomy picture of that sad end.

The providence of God and His punitivewill isdecreed upon thiscity.
Sherefused to retain her testimony as anation that knew God after the
preaching of Jonah. The new generation did not bother to keep the
faith of their fathers. God'sjustice was manifested in her destruction.

THOUGHT: History vindicatesthewords of the prophet.
PRAYER: Lord, may | believe Thy faithful prophets.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER7 “...and the abominable, and murderers,

NAHUM 3 and whoremongers...shall have their part
REVELATION 21:8 in the lake which burneth...”

THE DEFENCE OF JUDGMENT ON NINEVEH

Thethird chapter isadetailed pronouncement of acurse upon Nineveh.
It was awicked city as the worst of sins were committed in her. Her
kings and citizens prided themselves for their military might, but they
did not know that might may not beright. God did not |ook away from
their wickedness, but He decreed and pronounced a specific judgment
upon the city, and this included the whole nation of Assyria.

Nineveh was a bloody city full of lies and robbery and her victims
could not depart. This is descriptive of the violence and oppression
that characterized the citizens of thisland. They enslaved their captives
and mistreated them in inhuman conditions. They werevery rigid, and
none could escape. Thusthe Lord pronounced awoe against her. The
noise of whips and rattling of chariots were an indication of their
conquest and capture of slaves. They weretreated as beasts of burden.
Thisiswhat happens when thereis no fear of God in the hearts of the
people; they are endued with satanic aspirations. They feel at ease
and are greatly satisfied in oppressing others. God does not overlook
the suffering of the helpless.

Verse 3indicatesthat there would al so be amass slaughter. The result
of any war is always death of great magnitude, including genocide.
Thisgave Nineveh thename* the bloody city” because she exterminated
her victims. Shedding of blood is one of the worst transgressions
against humanity and the law of God. Vengeance must come upon it.
Thus, Nineveh was destined for destruction notwithstanding her
military and financial might.

Do you see injustice around you? Do you feel you have been treated
unjustly? God knowswhat is happening and will bring Hisjudgment to
pass. Won't you trust Him?

THOUGHT: GodisaGod of justice, do not offend Him.
PRAYER: Lord, savethosewho arein the hands of the cruel.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8 “The lot is cast into the lap;

NAHUM 3 but the whole disposing
PROVERBS16:33 thereof is of the LORD.”

THE REASONS FOR THE DESTRUCTION

The sinswhich were common among the Ninevites, who walked after
the flesh, were roundly condemned. God's ultimate punishment for
them was death. Nineveh could not be allowed to continuein her sins
and had to be brought to an end.

God in heaven had decreed the judgment of Nineveh. The reasonsfor
the destruction are indicated in the text. The destruction would be so
thorough that the aftermath shall not appeal to anyone. It would cause
those who saw it flee as they would be frightened by the ruins of the
city. She was compared with the populous city of No (Amon) which
was situated among theriversand had watersround about it. Itslocation
isnot known. Suggestions have been made that No referred to Thebes,
a city in Egypt as stated in verse 9, “ Ethiopia and Egypt were her
strength, and it was infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers.” This
city was carried captive after much violence. Her young children were
dashed in pieces at the top of al the streets. Honourable men were
subjected to lots to decide their fate and all the great men were bound
in chains. It was a disaster for that city and Nineveh was destined for
similar conquest. It was an event in the past that was foretold and it
came to pass exactly asthe prophet predicted. Therevelation in verse
12 shows that the city would lose the battle.

Her enemies exploited her weaknesses. She was carried captive after
much violence, for the Lord had determined the outcome of the siege
of Nineveh: it fell like a house of cards. Verse 13 indicates that the
enemy shall have the upper hand.

THOUGHT: When judgment isfrom God, nobody can resist.
PRAYER: Lord, may those who are in danger fear Thee and trust in
Thee.




THURS:)Ax OCTOBER9 “...until the wrath of the LORD
NAHUM 3:3-19 arose against his people,
2CHRONICLES36:16-17 till there was no remedy.”

THE MAGNITUDE OF THE JUDGMENT

Theking of Assyriaand hisprinces could not imaginethat their enemies
would overcome them. The disaster that befell the city was a surprise
tothem. Verse 13 tells of aweak army, al their men would be aswomen.
Also the gates of theland shall be set open for the enemiesto comein.
It was eventually God who used aflood to open the city. Fire was the
next instrument of destruction. (Today, the world recognizes natural
disasters as acts of God.) There were no bombs in those days which
can be dropped from the air to set fire on the enemy targets, but many
factors contributed to the burning of that city. “ The fire shall devour
thy bars’ is a declaration in verse 13. The instructions in verse 14
would be the natural thing to do in the midst of such adisaster, i.e. let
the city defend itself. However, in view of the preceding
pronouncements, all would be in vain. Fire and sword would be
instruments of destruction (seeverse 15). Theresult of such an attack
was great devastation. The reference to merchants is said to refer to
hired soldiers. Nineveh had multiplied these (v 16) to ensure victory
over theenemy. The crowned and the captains (v 17) would refer tothe
military commandersof different ranks. Their comparison with locusts
and grasshoppers could refer to their numbers. They were al ready.
However, the text added that when the sun arose they fled away and
their place was not known.

The conclusion of the judgment: When conquest was accomplished,
the shepherds, the nobles and al the people shall be humbled. They
shall be scattered in the mountains. The king set himself on fire with
his household. The invading armies completed the destruction of the
city.

THOUGHT: Kingdomsbuilt on the foundation of force and fraud shall
certainly be destroyed.
PRAYER: Lord, bemerciful to grant my country ajust government.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER10 “...God, keeping covenant and mercy

HABAKKUK 1 to them that love him, and to them
DANIEL 9:3-15 that keep his commandments.”

HABAKKUK AND HIS PRAYER

Habakkuk was one of those prophets with an obscure background.
Hishome city and family were not known. The context of his prophecy
showsthat he was a prophet in Judah when the nation was at the brink
of the Babylonian captivity. | srael by then had already been conquered
by Assyria. The contents of his message authenticate his prophetic
ministry. Hisbook is primarily a prayer addressed to God. God heard
him and answered his prayers. Thisisthe message of the first chapter.

Habakkuk’s opening words are: “ O LORD, how long shall | cry, and
thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt
not save! Why dost thou show me iniquity, and cause me to behold
grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are
that raise up strife and contention” (Hab 1:2-3).

Habakkuk was aprophet possibly from a priestly family. Theinternal
evidence that suggests the time of Habakkuk is the mention of an
imminent invasion by the Babylonians (see Habakkuk1:6; 2:3; 3:16).
The mention of Chaldeans points to the supremacy of Babylon by
then. Thiswould put him during the reign of Jehoiakim, between 609-
597BC.

At the end of the book, despite his own limited knowledge, the prophet
praised God. He saw God’'s wisdom in the coming invasion of Judah.
Even though hewasterrified by the prospect of that calamity, he trusted
the Lord. Herecalled what the L ord had done to the nation in the past
and that gave him confidence to persevere. God had a purpose in
allowing such a calamity to befall the nation which He had chosen to
be His people. Habakkuk had hope at atime when the unfolding events
would cause despair. That was Habakkuk, the prophet.

THOUGHT: Prophetswere God's messengers.
PRAYER: Lord, hear Thy children when they pray.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11

HABAKKUK 1:1-11 “O thou that hearest prayer,
PSALM 65:1-4 unto thee shall all flesh come.”

HABAKKUK'S FIRST PRAYER PETITION

Habakkuk earnestly sought God’sanswer for violence. It was after the
death of King Josiah that Jehoiakim came to the throne and he was
subject to the king of Egypt sincethe latter had put him on the throne.
The death of Josiah had come with violence as he was killed in battle
by the king of Egypt. It wasthen that the Babylonians began to besiege
Jerusalem. Subsequently, the king was overthrown by the Babylonians.
It was under those circumstances that Habakkuk prayed.

Itispossiblethat Habakkuk was among the captiveswho were brought
to Babylon. Jeremiah was also a prophet at the same time and if
Habakkuk had compared notes with that prominent servant, he would
have understood the cause of the violence he was witnessing. It was
God'srod of chastisement for the transgression of Israel. According to
his observation, the law was slack and no justice was done to the
people. The wicked compassed about the righteous and wrong
judgment was the order of the day. The wicked seemed to be getting
away while the righteous were condemned. Habakkuk could not
understand al these happenings.

God answered Habakkuk (vv 5-11) and reveal ed to him what was going
to happen, and that He would bring these to pass while the prophet
wasstill alive. God specifically mentioned the Chal deans asthe people
whom He would raise. They would march through the length and
breadth of the land and possess homes that were not theirs. At face
value, therewasinjustice but the Lord hereindicated His purpose. The
Chaldeans would be terrible and dreadful. They would be ready to
judge and maintain their dignity. They would come purposely to extend
their dominion over nations. Nebuchadnezzar, who was then the king
of Babylon, had that agenda of expansion. He had his own wishesand
goals.

THOUGHT: God raises nations and puts down kingdoms.
PRAYER: Lord, forgivemefor | have sinned against Thee. Help meto
always obey Thee and to live alife that is pleasing to Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, OCTOBER 12

HABAKKUK 1:12-17 “Fear thou not; for | am with thee:
1SAIAH 41:10 be not dismayed; for | am thy God...”

HABAKKUK’S SECOND PRAYER PETITION

The military power of the Babylonianswas superior, and they wereall
set to achievetheir goal. In the dream of Nebuchadnezzar recorded in
Daniel 2, thisnation waslikened to the head of gold and it wasthefirst
among the other kingdomsthat were to come. Note the description of
their army, “ Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are
mor e fier ce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread
themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as
the eagle that hasteth to eat” (v 8). The presence of such a strong
army meansthat there would be war with much bloodshed. It isevident
in the history of Israel that the Lord used externa powers to subdue
those who went against His precepts.

The prophet in his second petition acknowledged God's power and
gavepraiseto Him. He prayed for God'sjustice because the unrighteous
adversary seemed to have an upper hand and was having great success.
Thus, Habakkuk pleaded for vengeance. As he did not have a clear
answer thus far, he then put his questions before the Lord. He knew
that the Lord would answer him.

Habakkuk understood God's message when He revealed to him the
eventsthat would follow. Though many questionswereleft unanswered,
the voice of the Lord was sufficient to put his worries to rest. The
victory for the Chaldeans was a foregone conclusion, and it must be
faced with courage. God is the only hope in any calamity. He knows
the reason for all things, and praying to Him gives understanding to
the believer. When weremainin Christ, wewill goto God for whatever
we need and He will answer. We must always pray. Will you?

THOUGHT: God hasgood reasonsfor Hislongsuffering towardsevil
people.

PRAYER: Lord, let me not presume on continued prosperity and not
keep Thy commandments.
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 13

HABAKKUK 2:1-2 “ And the LORD said unto Moses,
EXODUS34:27 Write thou these words...”

HABAKKUK AND HIS VISION

God communicated with Habakkuk in avision, and we read of God's
reply to Habakkuk in chapter two. Much of it cast a negative light.
However, during the occasional interlude, God gave hope to those
whose hearts were yielded to Him. His message was brief but very
powerful. He presented it asaclear picturethat was easily understood.
God still speaks today through His Word.

Habakkuk set himself upon ahigh tower in preparation for God'sreply.
This was the highest point in the wall of the city. It was meant for a
watchman to keep vigil of the enemieswho may invade the city.

Biblical history tells of the beginning of the writing of the earliest
scriptures. By thetime of Moses, the ancient civilization had devel oped
communication through writing in different forms. Writing became a
common practice of conveying a message. The prophets applied this
to keep permanent records.

Habakkuk lived around 600 BC, making it atotal of more than 2,600
years since the book of Habakkuk waswritten. Since thisbook is part
of theinspired Word of God, it has been preserved. We have it today
just asit was given to the prophet in histime. God's command to the
prophet to write carries an inestimable merit. Thisis God's seal of
approval. “ And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision,
and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For
the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak,
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; becauseit will surely come, it
will not tarry” (vv 2-3). Jesus added that heaven and earth would
pass away, but Hiswordswould not pass away without being fulfilled
(Matt 5:18).

THOUGHT: Writing isan aid to memory in transmitting amessage.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Theefor preserving Thy Word for us.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14
HABAKKUK 2
ROMANS1:17 “..The just shall live by faith.”

COMMON SINS REPROVED

God, through His prophet, reproved common sins and gave hope. He
spoke against vices of everyday lifein Hisnation. He denounced self-
exaltation (v 4) saying that it was not upright. Instead, self-exaltation
implies a spirit of pride which isnatural to the carnal minded. Such a
person will have afeeling of self-satisfaction and does not need help
from anywhere. He trusts in his earthly possessions and position in
society. Such aperson is cut off from God and islost. Thereisno real
satisfaction in sin although people tend to seek satisfaction in earthly
pleasures. Human desirewas as hell, it could never befilled (v 5). God
also spoke against stealing, saying that he who increased that which
was not hiswas cursed (v 6). Stealing comes in many forms. Besides
direct stealing, thereisfraud, false balance, withhol ding of wagesand
many such like practices.

The Shorter Catechism has this to say on the eighth commandment
that forbids stealing:

Question 74: “What isrequired in the eighth commandment?’

Answer: “The eighth commandment requireth the lawful procuring
and furthering the wealth and outward estate of ourselvesand others.”

Question 75: “What isforbidden in the eighth commandment?’

Answer: “The eighth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever doth, or
may, unjustly hinder our own, or our neighbour’s wealth or outward
estate.”

The acts of these dishonest people will bring ruin to their victims and
God does not have kind words for them.

Inthemidst of all these, God gave hopefor thejust: “ thejust shall live
by hisfaith” (v 4b, seealso Rom 1:17).

THOUGHT: Habakkuk 2:4b freed Martin L uther from the bondage of
Roman Catholicism.
PRAY ER: Lord, may my heart alwayslisten to Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 “The LORD forbid it me,
HABAKKUK 2 that | should give the inheritance
1KINGS?21:1-14 of my fathers unto thee.”

THE ROOT OF ALL SINS REPROVED

The prophet never knew what hiswritten message would accomplish,
but one fact is that the Word of God is sharper that any two-edged
sword. Thereis hope for everyone who stands by faith in God.

Covetousness is the root of all sinsthough it islisted on par with the
rest of the sinsforbidden in the Ten Commandments. It isasin of the
heart. The outward manifestation of it is seen in the commission of
other sins. It isasin of self-ruin, and also of others. The Law of God is
universal and is evident everywhere. All must obey it.

Murder is one sin that greatly hurts the victims and their families.
Exodus 12:13 says, “ Thou shalt not kill.” The Lord Jesus Christ also
expounded on this commandment. God denounced those who expanded
their earthly possessions by shedding blood or, for that matter,
enslaving others. Yet, there was hopein that “ the earth shall befilled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the
sea” (v 14). Thisisyet another candlestick in the midst of darkness.

Drunkenness is an addiction such that it can become a substitute for
one'sreligion. Once started it is not easy to get out of it. Thus, those
who give their neighbour drink are cursed (v 15). Violence that goes
with drunkennessisakin to murder. These habitsarethe same asidolatry
and sinagainst God. God closed with asweet refrain that givesdirection
to His people, “ But the LORD isin his holy temple: let all the earth
keep silence before him” (v 20).

The message that was given to Habakkuk paintsa picture of widespread
violation of God's Law but al so brings much hopeto those who careto
be saved. Are you saved?

THOUGHT: Sober and upright living brings blessings, but the way of
the flesh leads to sin and death.
PRAYER: Lord, may | live by faith and see Thy grace.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
HABAKKUK 3:1-4 “Every day will | bless thee; and
PSALM 145:1-12 | will praise thy name for ever and ever.”

HABAKKUK'S PSALM OF PRAISE

Habakkuk’s prayers in chapter one showed that the nation of Judah
was facing an inevitable captivity. And he was greatly frightened by
the consequences that were coming. However, as a man of God, he
knew that therewashopein Him. God isjust and would perform all that
He had determined to do. Habakkuk depended on the Lord to givehim
strength and he did not lose hope. Thus, he courageously penned this
psalmin chapter three.

Habakkuk praised God by uttering aprayer in song. The opening verse
is the title of the song: “ A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon
Shigionoth” (v 1). Thismeansthat it was arejoicing song that was to
be sung with vigour. Init, Habakkuk acknowledged hearing the voice
of the Lord and that he was afraid. He asked the Lord to revive His
work in the midst of the years and to make Hiswork known; and also
that the Lord should not be angry but be merciful (v 2). Thus, he cried
for the salvation of his nation.

Habakkuk also gave glory and praise to God for who He is as “ His
glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of hispraise” (v 3).
Heattributed light and power to God (v 4). Thefirst of all creationswas
light. The prophet said these things to strengthen his case of total
dependence on God in making his requests known to Him.

These assertions of Habakkuk have been the inspiration behind some
of thefinest hymns. Note thisexample:

O Lord my God when | in awesomewonder,
Consider al the worlds Thy hands have made,
| seethe stars, | hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
(Carl Boberg, 1859-1940)

THOUGHT: All things begin with creation asrecorded in Genesis.
PRAY ER: Lord, may my mouth befilled with praisesof Thee each day.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17

HABAKKUK 3:5-11 “...for he commandeth even the winds and
LUKE8:22-25 water, and they obey him.”

GOD ISALL POWERFUL

Habakkuk showed that God isall powerful. Thereferenceto* pestilence,
and burning coals’ (v 5) indicates destruction by an epidemic and by
fire. These were the means that God had used to visit those who
disobeyed Him. In the past, Sodom and Gomorrah stood out as those
that suffered such a fate. Pestilences had also been used by God to
avengethose who rebelled against Him. His power isalso expressedin
Hisability to control all the earth.

Thetext saysinverse6, “ He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld,
and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were
scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.”

Besides His power over the earth’s physical features, God also has
absolute power over nations. He controls those who rule the nations
aswell astheir subjects. Two nations, Cushan and Midian (v 7), trembled.
Thesewere nationsthat were known to have great influence and wealth
in the ancient days. They were able to subdue other nations, but now
they were humbled before the mighty hand of God.

The sovereign power of God wasfurther displayed by the ability of His
word. It was manifested in creation and it remained ever powerful over
the rivers and seas. Floods, sea waves and earthquakes were most
dangerous. Man has limited ability over the disasters that they
triggered, but God hasall power. When the L ord Jesus stilled the storm,
His discipleswondered, saying that He rebuked the sea and the waves
and they obeyed Him (Matt 8:24-27). All nature submitsto His power.
The prophet further asserted this in verses 10 and 11. When the
sovereignty of God is considered, man is reduced to nothing and has
to submit to the Almighty in al humility. These are the praises of the
power of God.

How are you responding to the power of God?

THOUGHT: All earthly creatures are under God'’s sovereign hand.
PRAYER: Lord, help me awaysto submit to Thy powerful hand.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18

HABAKKUK 3 12_19 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the
A gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness,
EXODUS151-11 fearful in praises, doing wonders?”

GOD 1S JUST AND ALSO GRACIOUS

God punished the heathen and was indignant because of their evil
ways. Heinflicted wounds upon their houses. Habakkuk remarked this
to show that God was displeased with their rebelliousways. | srael was
to amend her ways to conform to God'’s righteousness.

God goes forth for the salvation of His anointed people. Thisistheir
hope and the demonstration of God’s care on those who obey Him.
God was known in Israel by the historic manifestation of His power
when He brought Israel out of Egypt. It was an event that could not be
wished away. It wasadisplay of Hispower that remainsfor generations.
They came out of that land and Pharaoh followed with full military
might, but the Lord fought the battle for them and on the other side of
the seathey were able to sing a song of victory. Thus, any referenceto
the Lord of hosts is traced back to this victory. All the prophets of
Israel knew this part of their country’s history and it served as an
encouragement to them to speak God's Word with confidence.

Although Habakkuk reacted with fear, he had that blessed hope. He
said that hisbelly trembled and hislips quivered at the voice. Hefelt as
if hisboneswere falling apart and hiswhole body trembled (v 16). He
foresaw the time when the farm produce will cease. Figs, fruit of the
vine, and oliveswould not be produced in thefiel ds asthere would not
be anyoneto till the land, and there would not be any security. Flocks
and herds also would be no moreinthefields. It would be desolate and
miserable. In the midst of this, the prophet had hope in God to save
and to strengthen them. Hewould run like an antel ope. Thus, Habakkuk
ended his psalm.

Therevelation in this psalm is common knowledge of what God does
andis. Itisgratifying to notethat in all extreme circumstances, God is
still on the throne. He is the only hope of all His children. He has
opened a door for usin Jesus Christ. Shall we not enter and live with
Himineternal joy?

THOUGHT: Thosewho hopein God do not despair.
PRAYER: Lord, may | alwayshopein Thy justice and grace.
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LORD’ SDAY, OCTOBER 19

ZEPHANIAH 1 “ And he did that which was right
2CHRONICLES34:1-7 in the sight of the LORD...”

THE PROPHECY OF ZEPHANIAH

The prophet Zephaniah was a contemporary of both Jeremiah and
Habakkuk. The brief information about Zephaniah given in the first
verseputshimintheroyal line. Hisname means*” God hides.” Hisroyal
ancestry made it easier for him to discharge his prophetic duties. The
reign of King Josiah was between 640- 609 BC. Zephaniah wasaprophet
within that period. Since Amon (Josiah’s father) reigned only for two
years, it is possible that the prophet grew up in the days of Manasseh
who was on the throne for fifty-five years. He was one of those kings
who werereputed to have doneevil. Manasseh'sidol atry put the nation
tothelowest spiritual ebb. Zephaniah was called to be a prophet under
such circumstances.

In view of the determined judgment, he spoke of both the punishment
of hisnation and the universal judgment that would comein thefuture.
It was an appeal to everyone to be ready for that time. This is the
message of Zephaniah.

Zephaniah was bold in speaking against spiritual wickedness. The
time of King Josiah was atime of spiritual revival of the nation. Asa
prophet then, Zephaniah was one of the supporters of this
transformation initiated by the king. It isnoted that the king ascended
the throne as a child of eight years. When Josiah was sixteen years
old, he was able to make decisions and was in the position to issue
orders as aking. His officials obeyed him. Zephaniah may have been
part of the king's advisory council which helped the king to initiate
that revival. The king came out with full force against idolatry that had
becomethe way of lifein Judah under the past kings. The Law of God
(which was mandatory for every king to have a copy) had been laid
aside. Foreign deities were substituted for the true God. The people
also wereinclined to follow the direction taken by the king.

THOUGHT: Theking agreed with the prophets of the need to turn the
nation back to God.
PRAYER: Lord, reviveme!
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 20

ZEPHANIAH 1 “But the day of the Lord will come
2PETER3:10 as a thief in the night...”

THE JUDGMENT TO COME

The name of Zephaniah is not mentioned in the historical books, but
Jeremiah played arolein that awakening. Zephaniah isan unsung hero
behind the scenes. He spoke the words recorded in his book.

Zephaniah announced a judgment to come. The Lord said that He
would consume both man and beasts and fowls of heaven and fishes
of the sea. He would also consume the stumbling blocks with the
wicked and cut off man from the land. This was total destruction of
every creature. This describes the outcome of the last judgment (i.e.
universal destruction) which is yet to come. This prophecy looks far
and near asit shows the end when Christ shall come the second time.
This prophecy agrees with other scriptures. Thisis the ultimate end
and it islinked to man’s transgression of God's precepts.

The L ord then turned to Judah and addressed the immediate vengeance
Hewasto bring upon theland. In Judah and Jerusalem, He would cut
off the remnants of Baal. Other idol-gods were al so mentioned and all
these were a cause of vengeance upon Judah. The nation turning to
idolatry wasadirect contravention of God's Law. Despite the reforms
of Josiah, the hearts of the people were still very far from the Lord.
Only afew were sincere in their commitment to serve the Lord. The
Lord would not withdraw His determined judgment on the nation.

The hypocrisy of the peopleislikethat of the multitudes that flock to
churches today. They are driven by selfish motives and the spirit of
“quick fixes’ that the modern preachers preach. When these shall
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, the intents of their hearts
will berevesaled and they will be ashamed at that hour. Their punishment
stands.

THOUGHT: Hypocrisy isadeadly sin.
PRAYER: Lord, let meawaysbesincereinmy faith.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER21
ZEPHANIAH 1 “...Come out of her, my people,
REVELATION 18:1-11 that ye be not partakers of her sins...”

EXHORTATION AND DETAILS OF JUDGMENT

Zephaniah called upon the people to hold their peace before the Lord.
He declared that the day of the Lord was at hand. Thisreferred to the
immediate judgment and thefinal judgment.

Those of the king's house and all who disobeyed the Lord would be
punished. The kings who succeeded Josiah did wickedly before the
Lord. They were delivered into the hands of the Babylonians as their
punishment. The last king was Zedekiah whose son was killed before
hiseyes by theking of Babylon. Hewas al so tortured and taken prisoner
to Babylon where he died. Otherswere also punished. It was atime of
panic and confusion. Commercial activities ceased because of the lack
of security. The value of their merchandise was reduced to nothing.
The situation in Judah then could be reversed and normality restored,
but when the final day of the Lord came, it would be a point of no
return.

The judgment of Judah was at hand and it was about to witness
uncertainty. The Lord would search their city, all goodswould be seized
by their enemy, and their houses shall be desolate. Even the mighty
shall cry hitterly. It would be a day of wrath, trouble, distress and
gloom. It would beaday of death of theworst kind. Earthly possessions
could not save as they would be burned. The wise would heed the
words of the Lord Jesus Christ and lay for themselves treasures in
heaven where they would remain forever.

The message of Zephaniah is yet another reminder that the present
earth will one day come to an end. Eternal hopeisin the land that the
Lord hasreserved for the faithful.

THOUGHT: All the material goodsin theworld cannot save anyone.
PRAYER: Lord, may | heed Thy message of warning.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 “ So they took the king, and brought

ZEPHANIAH 2 him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and
2KINGS25.5-7 they gave judgment upon him.”

THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS

The book of Esther said that the Persian Empire had one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces stretching from Indiato Ethiopia. Thiswasa
little more than one hundred years after the time of Zephaniah. The
propheciesthat he told here concerning the nations of the Middle East
werefulfilled prior to the Persian Empire. The Babylonians conquered
the nations mentioned in the book and in turn the Persians inherited
themin her vast empire. The prophet Zephaniah spoke of theimminent
overthrow of these nations by the Babylonians. These prophecies
reaffirmed God's truthfulness and accuracy in revealing the future as
well as His righteousness in judging nations.

The Judgment on Judah: The people of Judah were the immediate
recipients of this message. There was a spiritual revival at the time of
King Josiah. Zephaniah was a first-hand witness as a member of the
royal family. In his message to Judah, he called upon the nation to
cometogether. Thiswas because the nation had forsaken the Lord and
adopted foreign religions. The day of the Lord’s anger was near and
the chastisement would be very painful to them. When the book of the
Law was read to King Josiah, he reacted with great fear for he knew
that his fathers had transgressed the Law of God and they would not
escape punishment. The prophet told them to seek the L ord asaremedy
for the determined punishment. It was a pleato those who wereinclined
to obey the Lord and an opportunity for anyone who wished to escape
the judgment. God is always gracious and He will hear the cry of the
repentant. This window of God’'s mercy was also opened to those in
Judah who feared the Lord.

The last king of Judah before the fall of the nation was Zedekiah. He
did not fear the Lord and was subjected to the greatest pain. Many
others became slaves and suffered in the most degrading manner.

THOUGHT: God isableto save Hisown childrenin any calamity.
PRAY ER: Lord, may | take heed of Thy Word and escape thejudgment.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23

ZEPHANIAH 2 “God is our refuge and strength,
PSALM 46 a very present help in trouble.”

THE JUDGMENT OF THE PHILISTINES

The Philistineswere perennial enemiesof |sragl and were|sragl’ snearest
neighbours. They fought many wars with Israel and featured
prominently in the history of Israel.

Each of the cities of the Philistines mentioned was to be destroyed.
Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod and Ekron were the chief cities to be rooted
up. Woe and destruction were pronounced against them. Their land
was referred to as “ the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites...
Canaan, the land of the Philistines’ (v 5). Thiswasthe western coast
of Palestine. The city of Gaza retained the same name to this day and
so did some of the other cities. However, through the years these
places have gone through many changes and occupations. The
prophecy of Zephaniah had to do with the inhabitants of these cities
in his days.

When the Babylonianinvaders came, they took all the cities of Palestine.
Subsequent empires that inherited them also colonized these places
for many years. The desolation of those citiesisdescribed in Zephaniah
2:4. They were going to be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and
foldsfor flocks. Also those who remained of the house of Judah were
to occupy those places and God would visit them to turn away their
captivity. Even though thiswasaGentileland, the Lord did not entirely
determine to destroy this place but retained it for those who feared
Him.

The faithful can always find some refuge, even in unlikely places, in
the midst of calamities. The comfort of the remnant is described in
verse 7, “... in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the
evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their
captivity.” The prophet had to assure Judah that her hope was not all
lost regardless of the Lord’s anger against the majority who sinned
against Him.

THOUGHT: Godisrighteous and arefugeto those who follow Him.
PRAYER: Lord, may | find refuge under Thy wings.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 “ ... | praised and honoured him that
ZEPHANIAH 2 liveth for ever, whose dominion
DANIEL 4:31-35 is an everlasting dominion... “

THE JUDGMENT OF OTHER NATIONS

Thejudgment on Moab and Ammon: Moab and Ammon are the nations
tothe east of Judah. Moab was I srael’slast stop before entering Canaan
asthey came out of Egypt. It was herethat Moses died. It wasalso the
home country of Ruth. Ammon was also another |and that was often at
war with Israel. Attention was given to “ the reproach of Moab, and
the revilings of the children of Ammon...” (v 8). Like other nations,
they were pre-occupied with magnifying themselvesin extending their
borders. Both nations were condemned and were likened to the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah that had been destroyed by fire. They shall be
aperpetual desolation: whatever will beleft inthem would be givento
the remnant of Judah who shall possess them. The reason for their
destruction wastheir pride (v 8). Thusthey wereto face thefull force
of God'swrath. The Lord would destroy all the gods of the earth and
they shall turn and worship the Lord. Inthe fulfilment of the prophet’s
words, these were destroyed by the tide of Babylonian occupation.

The Judgment on Ethiopia: In ancient times, thiswould refer to parts of
modern Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan. Ethiopia was to be destroyed by
the sword and would become awild jungle. Assyriaand her main city
Nineveh were also mentioned together with Ethiopia. Nineveh would
be made* a desolation, and dry likeawilderness’ (v 13). The story of
Nineveh and its fate is told in the book of Nahum. Ethiopia was not
spared in the invasion that came. God's Word is aways true.

The prophecies given here and subsequent fulfilment speak of God's
foreknowledge of all things. He isrighteous and those who defy Him
cannot escape. People can do as they please, but the time will come
when they will have to answer before a righteous Judge. L et us seek
the Lord while He may be found. Will you?

THOUGHT: “ ...themost High ruleth in the kingdom of men...” (Dan
4:17)
PRAYER: Lord, let melivein obedienceto Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 “And he burnt the house of the LORD,
ZEPHANIAH3 and the king's house...
2KINGS25:8-10 and every great man’s house...”

GOD JUDGES WICKED NATIONS

Inthe Old Testament, the book of Zephaniahisthelast of the pre-exilic
prophecies. The next book, the book of Haggai, isapost-exilic prophecy.
As one of the last prophets before the exile of Judah, Zephaniah (in
chapter 3) gave amessage of hope to the nation despite the imminent
calamity that was coming upon them. He wrote of the judgment of
nations that oppressed Israel and the restoration that would follow.
Thiswas his final message to Judah.

The prophet said that the wicked city was cursed, to let the nation of
Judah know what would befall them if they persisted in their sinful
ways. They needed to repent and obey the Lord. Judah needed to trust
the Lord and to draw near to Him. However, thiswas not the case then
in Judah. Their leaders had misled the nation, and the prophet
Zephaniah revealed their character in verse 3.

Besidesthecivil rulers, their prophetsand priestsalso had failed. These
religiousleaders had the duty to guide the nation morally, but they did
not do it. The priests violated the Law. Thus their ministry did not
point the nation in the right direction and they failed in their duties.

The message of Zephaniah wasintended to show them that God isjust
and knows all that they do. He will not tolerate their sinful ways but
will bring Hisrighteousjudgment to light. However, these leaderswere
not ashamed of what they were doing. Thus the destruction came to
Judah as prophesied in verse 6. Jerusalem was the capital city and her
fall was symbolic of thefall of the whole nation. Theinvading armies
made sure they destroyed all the cities that could be used to launch
resistance. It was not only Judah that was destroyed, but (as was
prophesied in chapter 2) all the nations around Israel were destroyed.

THOUGHT: Every city of wickednessiscursed.
PRAYER: Lord, let mefleeall wickedness.
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LORD’ SDAY, OCTOBER 26 “And | will purge out from among you
ZEPHANIAH 3 the rebels, and them that
EZEKIEL 20:33-42 transgress against me...”

THE HOPE OF RESTORATION

Zephaniah and all the prophets that spoke at that time showed Judah
that the L ord was bringing calamity upon them because of their sins. It
was intended that the nation would repent and turn to the Lord.

However, despite the Lord’s gracious offer to Judah there was no
positive response. Instead, they corrupted their ways further and
practised every abomination. This is the worst state of man. Thus
Judah was destined to suffer divine retribution because of her
unrighteous ways. The grace offered to this nation is the same grace
that God offersto all sinners. When one accepts His offer by faith, he
will be saved and have eternal life.

The Lord has judged and destroyed wicked nations. The description
in verse 6 says that their towers were desolate and He made their
streets a waste and impassable. Thus, no one would dwell in these
cities. This speaks of the nature of the foreign powers' conquest. The
people would be deported and their cities destroyed. Since there was
no repentance in their hearts, the Lord issued a very strong message
totheminverse 8. When they had tasted the pain of God'swrath, they
would then turn to the Lord.

It is true that in any calamity, nobody needs to be taught to seek the
Lord or how to pray. They will just know. God is able to make the
peopleturnto Him. The children of Judah would be scattered to many
lands, even beyond therivers of Ethiopia. In desperation, the children
of Israel would turnto the Lord and give offeringsto Him. They would
realize that they had sinned, and be ashamed of their deeds in
disobeying the Lord. They would remove the proud in their midst and
there would be hope for restoration and revival of their nation. The
Lord wasgoingto live among them in thetime of their humiliation.

THOUGHT: The Lord gives awindow of hope to those who trust in
Him.

PRAY ER: Lord, may | humble myself before Thee. And may Thou be
withmein my time of humiliation.
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MONDAY, OCTOBER27 “The word of the LORD came expressly
ZEPHANIAH 3 unto Ezekiel the priest...
EZEKIEL 1:1-3 the hand of the LORD was there upon him.”

GOD ISWITH THE EXILES

Subsequent history confirms what the Lord was telling Judah. The
captivity came and all Judah was deported to a foreign land. Those
who were left behind did not have any security and some of them had
to fleeto Egypt and other nations. Thosein exilewerenot left destitute
because God sent them prophets to instruct them on the ways of the
Lord and gave new revelations.

Ezekiel was anotable prophet. Daniel also played agreat role for the
interests of the Jews since he served as an officer in the highest office
in both Babylon and Persia. When the time came for their return to
Jerusalem, the Lord raised leaders for them and touched the heart of
the Persian king to show kindness to them. When they were resettled
intheland, the Lord sent other prophetsto guide themin their service
for theLord.

The remnant would act righteously and would be protected. The Lord
would take away their judgment and they would see evil no more because
theLord theKing of Israel waswith them. Therewould be no causefor
fear, for no evil would come upon them. Their hands cannot be slack.
The burden of sorrow of Judah would be taken away and they would
have no reproach. The Lord would restore the nation and bring salvation
to them. He would set them for praise and fame in every land where
they had been put to shame. The success of the Jews over their enemy
in the book of Esther was known throughout the vast Persian Empire
and that, in part, fulfilled this prophecy. The Lord would also gather
them and their testimony shall beknownto all nations of the earth. The
Lord confirmed that He would turn back their captivity. Thus, the
prophet Zephaniah ended his message on this optimistic note.

THOUGHT: Those entrusted with |eadership areresponsiblefor their
deeds. The people too are also responsible.

PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy righteousand graciousjudgment.
May | always repent of my sinsand turn to Thee.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
HAGGAI 1 “_..with them were the prophets
EZRA5:1-2 of God helping them.”

THE PRIORITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE (1)

Haggai was a post-exilic prophet. His book is best understood in the
background of thebook of Ezra(Ezra5:1, 6:14). Haggai wascalled to be
aprophet in the second year of Darius |, king of Persia(i.e. 520 BC).
Dariusreigned between 521 and 486 BC. It was more than one hundred
years since Zephaniah's time and sixteen years after the return of the
first batch of exiles. The booksof Ezekiel, Daniel and Esther tell more of
the events of that time. God did not cease guiding His people through
Hisprophets. Asrecorded by Ezra, the people returned to Jerusalem as
the Lord had promised, and that wasin 536 BC. Haggai and Zechariah
were sent thistimeto guide the people. Haggai was sent to Zerubbabel
and Joshuawho were leaders of the returnees. They were the governor
and the high priest respectively (v 1).

The work of rebuilding the temple started but stopped. They did not
act according to their mandatein rebuilding the templeto its compl etion.
They were in a position to get the work going, but sixteen years had
passed since they returned to Jerusalem and there was no effort to
revive the work of rebuilding God's house. The Lord then said, “ Isit
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie
waste?” (v 4). They had been concerned about their own comfort and
were building good houses for themselves, and the house of the Lord
was neglected. They were called to re-consider their ways. The Lord
told them that what had befallen them was the result of their inaction.
All their labour did not bring any satisfactory returns for them (v 6).
Regardless of al that they had done, their living conditions did not
improve.

It is the Lord who brings blessings to every work of man, but when
man does contrary to the revealed will of the Lord, He withdraws His
blessings. He called the children of Israel to re-consider their ways.
This message was relevant at that time, and it is still relevant today.
Will you re-consider your ways and do as instructed by your Lord?

THOUGHT: Givepriority to the needs of God’shouse.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not neglect the physical needs of Thy House.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29 “ Let the work of this house of God alone;

HAGGAI 1 ...the elders of the Jews build
EZRA 6:3-10 this house of God in his place.”

THE PRIORITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE (2)

Haggai showed Judah her priority. The message wasvery clear and he
called upon them to move into action. Apart from giving money, they
were also to provide the manpower. They were expressly commanded
to go up to the mountain, bring wood and build the house. The Lord
said that Hewould take pleasurein such work and Hewould be glorified.

The Lord repeated that He had withdrawn His blessings from them
because His house was left to waste. They had been concerned about
their own housesand did not carefor the house of the Lord. Hewithheld
rain and their fields yielded no fruits. All their food-crops ceased to
grow in the land because of the drought. Their livestock also lacked
pastures. As aresult, famine came upon them. All these meant death.

Whenever small nations are faced with famine, international
organizations and charitable groups make effort to supply the needed
food to the starving people. This in itself is a commendable work.
However, the spiritual aspect in solving the problem isleast considered
and hardly mentioned. For Isragl, it wasthe main reason. The peopl e of
Israel had forsaken the Lord. They had not considered their ways, and
the Lord withheld His blessings from them.

Thismessageisnot limited to thosein farming communities. Themain
principleisthat when the peopleforsakethe Lord, Hewill withhold His
blessings of any kind from them. When this happened to Judah, it was
clearly revealed to them that it was from the Lord and they had to
amend their ways and seek to please the Lord. The text easily fitsthe
way many people approach God's work today. God’s people must set
their prioritiesright. Doyou?

THOUGHT: Only aborn-again Christian knows God’spriorities.
PRAYER: Lord, may | awaysbeswift to do Thy work.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30 “Who is there among you of all

HAGGAI 1 his people?...let him go up...
EZRA 1:1-6 and build the house of the LORD...”

THE PEOPLE OBEYED THE VOICE OF THE LORD

It isgratifying to note that even though the leaders had neglected their
duty, they still had the fear of the Lord in their hearts. They responded
positively to the prophet Haggai’'s message.

Zerubbabel (governor of Judah) and Joshua (the high priest), with all
the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God,
and the words of Haggal the prophet (v 12). These were the same
leaders who led the peopl e back to Jerusalem after the decree of King
Cyrus alowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.
The Lord assured them through Haggai that He was going to be with
them. They were encouraged to carry on with the building of theLord's
house. It was not an easy task as it needed much wood and stone. We
recall that theideaof thefirst building of thetemplewasraised by King
David, and he also prepared the building materials. His son Solomon
built it. He had unlimited resources to build a magnificent temple.
Zerubbabel and Joshua were poor returnees and the people who had
returned with them were few. These and other factors limited their
ability to carry out thework smoothly. But oneimportant fact wasthat
the Lord was with them. So, as long as they were committed in their
hearts, the work would be completed.

“They heard the voice of the Lord...and determined to act according
toit: ...perceiving that he was displeased with them for the neglect of
his house; and that this drought upon them was a chastisement and
correction for this sin; and fearing lest hiswrath should continue, and
they should be more severely dealt with, on account of their
transgressions” (Gill).

They were moved to do the work. Within twenty-four days of the
Lord's first message to Haggai, the work of rebuilding God's house
resumed (v 1, 15).

THOUGHT: Only foolsturn adeaf ear to thewords of the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, let meawayshavealistening ear for Thy Word.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
HAGGAI 2 “And the house which | build is great:
2CHRONICLES2:1-11 for great is our God above all gods.”

GOD GUIDED THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE

The prophecy of Haggai was brief but it made the people get on with
the work of rebuilding God's house. The presence of the Lord among
His people was clearly manifested. The unfaithfulness of the people
was constantly reproved. The messages were directed mainly at the
two leaders and they were greatly encouraged. The people also were
cooperative in fulfilling the task. The Lord thus guided them. The
greatest glory of this second house was that God would be with them
inperson (“Emmanuel”).

God's second message to Haggai came a month after work on the
templeresumed (v 1). Since the leaders and the peopl e had responded
to the first message, the prophet continued to counsel them in
continuing thework of rebuilding God’s house. Even though it was an
uphill task for the people, what they were able to do was still meagre
compared to thework that David and Solomon did in building thefirst
temple. Among the returnees were some who had seen the glory of the
first temple. Haggai told them that what they were doing then was
nothing compared to that first house. The prophet brought this up to
show them that there was much that needed to be done.

The house must have some semblance of the earlier one. The Lord,
through the prophet, had some words of encouragement for them: * Yet
now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O
Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people
of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for | am with you, saith the
LORD of hosts” (v 4). Thusthe Lord encouraged them in their efforts.
Haggai was not underestimating their efforts, but he strengthened
theirs heart to carry out their work for the Lord.

Areyou encouraged by Haggai 2:4 in your work for your Lord?

THOUGHT: “ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God...” (1 Cor
3.16)
PRAYER: Lord, help metokeep“ thetemple of God” holy.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1

HAGGAI 259 “A light to lighten the Gentiles,
LUKE2:25-35 and the glory of thy people Israel.”

GOD ISWITH HIS PEOPLE

The Lord repeated His assurance by reminding the people of Israel of
the covenant He had made with the nation of Israel when they came
out of Egypt. Hetold them that His Spirit would remain with them and
there was no cause for them to be afraid. This was the time when the
nation had |eft EQypt and was set apart asadistinct people. Thewhole
story of the Exodus was the greatest manifestation of God's presence
among His people. The Lord is aways the same and His promises to
them would surely come to pass.

“Emmanuel” isthe word used to express this relationship. The Lord
said He would shake the earth and the sea and the dry land. He also
said Hewould shake the nations and fill the new house with Hisglory.
Thetabernacle which served | srael asaplace of worship wasasimple
movabletent. Later, Solomon built amagnificent structure with excellent
materials. It was in use for a long time until it was burnt down by
Nebuchadnezzar after thefall of Jerusalem. God allowed that destruction
because the nation had forsaken Him.

The house of God which Zerubbabel and Joshua helped to rebuild was
not as magnificent as Solomon’s. In its history, it went through some
renovationsto improveitsquality. However, the main quality of God's
house did not lie in the materials that were used to construct it. It was
the presence of God among I srael that mattered. God told Haggai that
Hewouldfill Hishousewith Hisglory.

The Lord said that all the money (silver and gold) belonged to Him.
Thus, the people were not to hold back the money, but to contribute to
the building of God's house. Even though the house as a building had
limited value compared to its spiritual value, it was still an important
featureasit testified of thefaith of all thosewho worship Godinit. The
Lord said that the glory of the new house will be greater than thefirst.

THOUGHT: What ismy attitude when | enter the church sanctuary?
PRAYER: Lord, may | awayscherish Thy glory.
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LORD’ SDAY, NOVEMBER 2

HAGGAI 2:10-23 “And she coming in that instant gave thanks
LUKE2:36-40 likewise unto the Lord.”

GOD BLESSES HIS PEOPLE

The third message of Haggai came on the twenty-fourth day of the
ninth month; that is, three months after the commencement of the
work. Inverses 11 to 13, God asked the priests a question concerning
the Law. He used that question to put across the message that their
conduct was displeasing to Him and thustheir offeringswere declared
unclean. They were told to consider their works. They were to look
back and make amendswhere necessary. Their slothfulnessresulted in
areduction of the measure of their supplies. The Lord smote them with
blasting and mildew and hail inthe labours of their hands. Yet, they did
not turn to the Lord.

This message was meant to help the people see their failures and to
return to the Lord. They were to join handsin bearing atestimony for
the Lord in building His house. When God'’s people are slack in doing
Hiswork, Hewill do something to move them to action.

God appeal ed to them yet again to consider their ways. He promised to
blesstheir fieldstoyield the desired fruits. They weretold to look back
to thetime since thefoundation of the Lord’shousewaslaid. The Lord
would bless them from that day.

God then sent the final message to the leadersthat He would shake the
heavens and the earth. He would overthrow the thrones of kingdoms
and destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen. The Lord
had to say this because His people were subjects of the Persian Empire
and did not have afinal say on any major decisions. God assured them
that they could stand on their own feet asthe Lord was with them. He
also promised to give Zerubbabel an honourable promotion. In these
promises, God encouraged Judah to persist in rebuilding His house.
The presence of God among the people was the greatest assurance for
them to continue in Hiswork. Do you have this assurance too in your
work for God?

THOUGHT: Godisawaysmy “ Emmanuel.”
PRAYER: Lord, may Thy peoplefeel Thy presencein Thy church.
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER3

ZECHARIAH 1.1 “Then ceased the work of the house of God
EZRA 4:17-24 which is at Jerusalem.”

INTRODUCTION TO ZECHARIAH

Zechariah was one of the last prophets of the Old Testament. He was
called after Judah returned from Babylon. He and Haggai encouraged
the peopleto continue rebuilding thetemplein Jerusalem. The mention
of the name of aforeign king showed that the nation was not free from
external domination. The prophet’snameal so characterized hismessage.
Hisviolent death confirmed the depravity of the hearts of the people.
Thusthe Lord required His people to return to Him. A brief survey of
the book gives us an idea of the message of Zechariah.

Thebook of Zechariah: Therebuilding of thetemplewashalf completed.
Zechariah was commissioned by God to encourage the peoplein their
unfinished responsibility. God did not use strong words. Instead, He
sought to move their hearts to work by reminding them of the
importance of the temple. Zechariah's contemporary, Haggai, used
stronger language. One of the reasons for rebuilding the temple was
that one day the Messiah would inhabit it. This thought was very
precious to the hearts of the Jews. It was more so after the experience
of the exile. At that time, they did not understand the manner of the
coming of the Messiah. That ignorance continued until Christ came,
and many of the Jews still did not recognize Him because of their
wrong understanding of His coming.

Zechariah’s message was that the future bl essing was contingent upon
their present obedience. They were not simply putting up a building.
They were building a future. When they adopted this as their
motivation, they would enter into that building project with a
wholehearted zeal. Their Messiah was coming and they needed to
prepare for Him. The name Zechariah means* God remembers.” Thisis
the theme that dominates the book. Israel would be blessed because
God remembers the covenant which He had made with their fathers.

THOUGHT: God awaysraises His messengersfor apurpose.
PRAYER: Lord, remember me.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER4

ZECHARIAH 11 “Now these are the priests and the Levites
NEHEMIAH 12:1-4, 16 that went up with Zerubbabel...”

THE AUTHOR OF ZECHARIAH

The name Zechariah was a popular name shared by twenty-nine
charactersin the Bible. Another well-known New Testament character
with the same name is the father of John the Baptist. He was also a
priest. It was aname given to achild to show the parents’ gratitude to
God for His gift of ababy boy. Other prophets who were also priests
were Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Zechariah was the son of Berechiah and
grandson of Iddo. Thisismentionedin Zechariah 1:1, 7; Ezra5:1, 6:14.
He was born in Babylon and was brought up by his grandfather. It is
possible that he was called to prophesy at an early agein 520 BC.

According to Jewish tradition, Zechariah was a member of the Great
Synagogue that collected and preserved the canon of revealed books.
Thistraditionismost likely dueto the fact that hewasapriest and thus
was educated in the Holy Scriptures, making him one of the most
qualified people to undertake that task. At the time of Jesus, the Old
Testament Canon was already completed. Jesus did not have any
disputeswith the Jews asto which book should beincluded and which
excluded. They werein total agreement. It was recorded a number of
times in the New Testament that when Jesus went to the synagogue
and the book was delivered to Him, He simply read without any
argument about it. It was a blessing to Zechariah that such a
responsibility was placed upon his shoulders. He did not disappoint
but delivered what was required of him.

As it often happened that faithful servants of the Lord died violent
deaths, it was so with Zechariah. The Lord Jesus told of Zechariah's
death as a martyr (Matt 23:35). This was often the case with God's
faithful prophets. Thus it was not surprising that this happened to
Zechariah.

THOUGHT: Am | willing to pay the price of being afaithful disciple?
PRAYER: Lord, may | courageously use my talentsfor Thee.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER5

ZECHARIAH1 “ All this was done, that it might be fulfilled
MATTHEW 21:1-11 which was spoken by the prophet...”

CHRIST IN ZECHARIAH

The book of Zechariah is rich in messianic prophecies. There are
altogether eleven. Jesus was mentioned viadifferent figures of speech.
Some weredirect propheciesthat werefulfilled in the New Testament,
some just mentions of Him and others were prophecies related to the
second coming of Jesus. The eleven messianic prophecies are as
follows:

1 TheAngel of the LORD (3:1-2). This is a common reference to
Jesusin the Old Testament, commonly called atheophany, i.e. God
appearing in human form.

2 TheRighteousBRANCH (3:8; 6:12-13). Thisrefersto Jesusasfrom
the House of David.

3. TheStonewith seven eyes(3:9). Thispossibly referstothedivinity
of Christ, i.e. ChristisGod.

4. ThePriest (6:13). Christisthe Great High Priest.

5 Thelowly King (9:9-10). Thisisareferenceto Histriumphal entry
into Jerusalem (Matt 21:5ff, John 12:15).

6. TheCornerstone, Nail and Battle Bow (10:4). Thisisdescriptive of
Jesus as a Leader and Victor.

7. The Good Shepherd who was sold for thirty shekels of silver and
wasrejected (11:4-13). Thiswasfulfilled when Judas sold Jesusfor
thirty piecesof silver.

8. The Pierced One (12:10). One of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side
with a spear.

9. TheCleansing Fountain (13:1). Jesuscleansessinnersof their sins.

10. The Shepherd smitten and abandoned (13:7). Jesus was arrested
and Hisdisciplesleft Him.

11. The coming righteousKing (14:9, 16). Thiswill befulfilled at Jesus
second coming.

THOUGHT: The book of Zechariah is part of the inspired Word of
God.

PRAYER: Lord, may | believe in the inspiration and preservation of
Thy Word.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

ZECHARIAH 1:1-6 “ Seek ye the LORD while he may be found,
ISAIAH 55:6-9 call ye upon him while he is near.”

THE MESSAGE OF RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM

At thetime of Zechariah, the Jews had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild
the templ e after the decree of Cyrus. There were still obstacles in that
work because the Jews were not fully in control. The most important
task was the completion of that work. The Lord gave Zechariah
messages in oral speeches and in visions to show that God was
overseeing their efforts and rendering full assistance. They had to
fulfil Hispurpose.

In the first phase of restoration, a prophet was called from a priestly
family. Hewasidentified as Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of
Iddo. Priestsand prophetswere spiritual |eaders of the nation. Prophets
always had a direct message from the Lord and they were usually
rejected by the people and were persecuted even to death. Priestswere
rarely mentioned to have suffered such negative reaction. It was so
because the priests conformed to the written Law and the people
trusted them more. Other priests would compromise and conform to
the wishes of the people and thus did not attract confrontation.
Zechariah was apriest by birth and a prophet by calling. The text said
that the word of the Lord came to him in the second year of Darius.

Through his messages, Zechariah confronted the people with their
transgressions and sought to correct them. These were the opening
words of Zechariah’smessage: “ The LORD hath been sore displeased
with your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD
of hosts; Turn yeunto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and | will turn unto
you, saith the LORD of hosts. Be ye not asyour fathers, unto whomthe
former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
Turn ye now fromyour evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they
did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD” (vv 2-4). The
message required them to change, but they were hard-hearted. It was
not easy to change their hearts.

THOUGHT: God'sgracerestoresthe repentant.
PRAY ER: Lord, may | not be hard-hearted, but submit to Thee.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
ZECHARIAH 1:7-11 “In the first year of his reign | Daniel
DANIEL 9:1-4 understood by books the number of the years...”

INSTRUCTIONS WERE GIVEN TO THE PEOPLE

There were prerequisites to the restoration of Jerusalem. The people
were told not to be like their fathers who rebelled against God. They
werereminded that they could not liveforever, just astheir fathersand
the prophets of old were all gone by then. Other prophets had spoken
to them, but they failed to listen.

The Lord was now calling them through Zechariah not to follow the
path of their fathers but to listen and to change. They did not take
heed and were punished. Thiswasacommon trend. The context of this
text should have made the people see the hand of God and render to
Him gratitude by obeying His commands. When Judah was taken
captiveto Babylon, the Lord had promised to restore themto their land
after seventy years. The Lord wasfaithful to Hisword. When thetime
came, the Lord restored them to their land. He moved the heart of a
heathen king toissue adecreethat allowed them to return to Jerusalem.
It included full security during their travel and the offer of funds to
help in the rebuilding of the temple. This came to pass and they had
been in Jerusalem now for more than a decade, and they had quickly
forgotten the hand of the Lord upon them. God sent the prophet
Zechariah to remind them of their responsibility to Him.

The first message came in the eighth month and the second one came
in the eleventh month. Zechariah saw aman riding ared horse and he
stood among the myrtle trees. He was followed by “red horses,
speckled, and white” (v 8). And God reveal ed to Zechariah the meaning
of thisvision (vv 9-11).

A horse in ancient days was a symbol of war or protection from
aggression. The vision of Zechariah was asign that God was fighting
for the nation of Judah. God was on their side and had pledged to give
them victory. When He isin the midst of His people, thereisvictory.

THOUGHT: “With Christ inthe vessel, we can smileat the storm.”
PRAYER: Lord, et meaways be courageousfor Thee.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8
ZECHARIAH 1:12-21 “Where wast thou when | laid
JOB 38:1-8 the foundation of the earth?...”

THE MESSAGE GAVE HOPE TO JUDAH

The angel asked the Lord of hosts how long He would have mercy on
“ Jerusalemand on the cities of Judah” (v 12), and the Lord answered
with words of comfort. This showed that He had a concern for Israel.
And He gave the assurance that all would be well.

The prophet Zechariah was commanded to declare that God wasjeal ous
for Jerusalem and Zion. The Lord had chosen that land since the call of
Abraham and He had designed to fulfil His plan of redemption through
the descendants of the patriarch. His name had been imprinted on that
land and He would not desire to have any other to substitute Him. God
was displeased with the heathens who ignored Him as they added
afflictions. He promised mercy to Jerusalem and the building of His
house. The borders of the city were to be demarcated as He promised
to prosper Zion and Jerusalem.

The prophet saw a second vision of four horns (v 18) and four
carpenters (v 20). The horn also symbolized a fighting weapon. The
Lord said that the horns had been used to scatter Judah, Israel and
Jerusalem (v 19). These horns then would represent the nations that
had taken them captive. The carpenterswere there to stand against the
horns.

The visions of Zechariah as awhole were an affirmation of the Lord’s
protection and restoration of His city. The message that the Lord gave
to the prophet Zechariah was an assurance to the returnees that God
had not forsaken them. Hewould see them through all their afflictions
and efforts to restore Jerusalem.

God isawaysfaithful to Hispromises. Trustin Him and He will fulfil
His promisesto you.

THOUGHT: God alwayskeepsHispromises.
PRAYER: Lord, may | stand on Thy promises, and not be moved.
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LORD’ SDAY, NOVEMBER9 “And he measured the wall thereof,...

ZECHARIAH 2:1-5 according to the measure of a man,
REVELATION 21:15-17 that is, of the angel.”

THE VISION OF JERUSALEM

Zechariah attested to God's covenant faithfulness towards |srael
through thework of the Messiah. God has adefinite programmefor His
people during the times of the Gentiles until the Messiah comes to
deliver them and to reign upon the earth. Zechariah 2:1-5 outlines one
of Zechariah's visions that the Lord focused on Jerusalem and the
Holy Land.

Zechariah saw aman with ameasuring line. When hewas asked of his
mission, he said he was measuring Jerusalem. A measuring lineiswhat
isused today by the surveyorsto determine the dimensions of agiven
place. The purpose of measuring Jerusalem was to signify the
restoration of Jerusalem in Zechariah’stime and also in the future.

Two angelswent to meet the man with the measuring line. The man was
totell Zechariah that Jerusalem would beinhabited “ without walls” (v
4). And that God said He would “ be unto her a wall of fire round
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her” (v 5).

In Revelation 21, the dimensions of the new city of Jerusalem are given.
Such were given for the understanding of our human minds. While
Jerusalem is areal city on earth and many biblical events have taken
place there, it isaso asymbol of the eternal city of heaven where the
saintswill dwell eternally. Will you bethere?

THOUGHT: Jerusalemisapicture of heaven.
PRAYER: Lord, may | look forward to the New Jerusalem.
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MONDAY, NOVI_EMBER 10 “1 will instruct thee and teach thee
ZECHARIAH 2:6-9 in the way which thou shalt go:
PSALM 32:7-10 I will guide thee with mine eye.”

GOD’S EYE IS ON ZION

Therewasacall from God to fleefrom “ theland of the north” for Isragl
was spread “ abroad as the four winds of the heaven” (v 6).

Zion wastold to deliver herself for she* dwellest with the daughter of
Babylon” (v 7). In biblical language, “ daughter” usually refersto a
nation. Jerusalemor Israel isalsoreferred to asthe* daughter of Zion”
(v 10). “ The daughter of Babylon” would then mean the nation that
colonized |srael.

Here Israel was called the apple of God'seye (v 8). Itimpliesthat God
kept a constant eye on Israel. Can the heathen nations be expected to
listento God or His prophets? Whatever it is, God aways hasaway of
conveying His message to such people. Daniel testified before kings.
Jesus testified before Pilate, the Roman ruler. And Paul also testified
before Roman governors. Their testimoni eswere prophetic messages;
and Paul even spoke of converts in the household of Caesar (Phil
4:22). Thewitness of the Old Testament prophetsfor God was equally
effective.

Now the Lord would shake His hand upon them and “ they shall be a
spoil totheir servants” (v 9). DespitethisassurancefromtheLord, the
prophet Zechariah did not have an easy time. Judah was not entirely
free at thetime of Zechariah; she wasregarded as one of the provinces
of Persia. They only had some extended autonomy. The prophet had to
deal with two authorities plus the internal problems of the Jews. He
needed encouragement from the Lord; and the people needed his

message.

THOUGHT: God seesall things.
PRAYER: Lord, may | awaystrustin Thy protection.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

. “Unto thy seed will
ZECHARIAH 2:10-13 | give this land: and there
GENESIS12:1-9 builded he an altar unto the LORD...”

THE BLESSINGS OF THE HOLY LAND

Jerusalem and the entire land of Canaan that was originally promised
toAbrahamistheHoly Land. TheLord told the nation of Israel, referred
to as" daughter of Zion” (v 10), to sing and rejoi ce because He would
comeand dwell in her midst.

Many nations shall bejoined to the Lord and His people. The original
promiseto Abraham wasthat in his seed all nations of the earth would
be blessed. Thiswas areference to the Messiah who would come and
save Hispeoplefromtheir sins. The declarationinverses10tol3isin
line with this promise. It was noted at the introduction that prophet
Zechariah made referencesto Christ eleven times. Each prophecy was
thusfulfilled either at the first coming of Christ, still to befulfilled, or
will befulfilled at the second coming of Christ.

“ And the LORD shall inherit Judah... and shall choose Jerusalem
again” (v 12). The Lord fulfilsthisin theliteral sense. However, that
earthly land, even with milk and honey, is nothing compared to the
heavenly Jerusalem which isthe eternal heritage of all believers. The
restoration and the sustenance of the children of Israel prove God's
faithfulness.

The Lord concluded with thisrefrain, “ Besilent, O all flesh, beforethe
LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation” (v 13). The
subjects of earthly kingsgive great reverenceto their kings. How much
more should we givereverenceto the King of kingsand Lord of Lords?

THOUGHT: Theblessing of eternal heritageisfor all who have Jesus
astheir Lord and Saviour.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Theefor sending me Thy Son Jesus.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
ZECHARIAH 3:1-2 “The Lord knoweth how to deliver
2PETER2:9-12 the godly out of temptations...”

THE MESSAGE TO JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST

Joshua and Zerubbabel were leaders of the Jews that returned from
Babylon. One was the high priest and the other aruler. Zechariah was
raised by God among them to be a prophet to encourage them to face
the task ahead of them. The current message is directed to Joshua
because he was the spiritual leader. The prophet was a priest too and
they would understand each other. The Lord's message forecasts the
present and the future. The main charge is obedience and the promise
of aSaviour.

The prophet saw the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord.
The Lord worked in the hearts of foreign kings to ensure that the
nation remained secure until He fulfils His purpose in the first advent
of Christ. The restoration of Judah and the rebuilding of the temple
was not an accidental event; it was ordained of God. The high priest
was an important officer in Old Testament worship. Joshuawas raised
to guide the nation in spiritual matters. Christ was there for him, and
Zechariah conveyed God's message to the priest.

Satanisawaysactivein opposing and seeking to destroy God'’s people.
Peter said that Satan waslikealion * seeking whomhe may devour” (1
Pet 5:8). Zechariah saw Satan standing on the right hand of the angel
of theLordto resist Him. Satanisnever happy when he seestheLord’s
work prospering. The Lord will not allow him to prevail over Hisown.
The Lord protected Joshuafrom the wiles of Satan. The Lord rebuked
Satan because He had chosen Jerusalem. He called that city “ a brand
plucked out of thefire” (v 2). The city was on the brink of extinction
and the Lord came to her rescue. The Lord restored her and raised
spiritual leaders to guide them in the revival and put in place proper
worship of God. The nation was thus rescued from the hand of the
adversary.

THOUGHT: IntheLord thereisawaysvictory.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto alwaysresist Satan, and not to fall into his

trap.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
ZECHARIAH 3:35 “Neither shalt thou make
DEUTERONOMY 7:1-4 marriages with them...”

JOSHUA 1S DEDICATED A NEW MAN

“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the
angel” (v 3). Thiswasan outward manifestation of aninward condition.

Thelong absence from Jerusalem had led many of the Jewsin foreign
land to adopt some ungodly practices. One thing that Ezra had to
correct was intermarriage with the foreigners. This was forbidden in
the Law of Moses.

It is possible that those of the priestly family were among those who
had married foreign women. Joshua and his kin stood to be corrected
inthisregard. Hewasanimportant minister intherevival of theright
worship and had to be made to possess the necessary qualifications.
The angel spoke to the people that stood by him to take the filthy
garmentsfrom the priest. The meaning of thisisrevealed in the second
part of verse 4: “ ...Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and | will clothe thee with change of raiment.” In the Mosaic
Law, there were prescribed clothes for priests; thus Zechariah said,
“Let themset a fair mitreupon hishead...” (v 5). That completed the
priestly attire. This was to identify Joshua as a priest of the Lord and
also to symbolize the holiness expected of him.

That act of God qualified Joshuato serve effectively asaworthy priest
of the Lord. The Lord had brought these people out of physical savery.
Now He had to release them from unrighteous spiritual practices.

THOUGHT: “Christ loathed the filthiness of Joshua's garments, yet
did not put him away, but put them away.” (Matthew Henry)
PRAYER: Lord, put away my filthy garmentsfrom me.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14 “...all which he hath given me
ZECHARIAH 3:6-10 I should lose nothing, but should
JOHN 6:35-40 raise it up again at the last day.”

A CHARGE AND PROMISE OF A SAVI OUR

The chargein Zechariah 3:6-10 camefrom“ theangel of the LORD” (v
6), i.e. Jesus Christ. Theword “ protested” in verse 6 means solemnly
declared. Joshua and the people were prone to go against the will of
the Lord. God's words therefore were solemnly declared to Joshuato
ensure that he and the Jews followed His ways.

The priest was to obey the Lord and he would have his place among
therighteous. The Lord told him of the His servant “ the BRANCH” (v
8). Thisis afigure of speech earlier identified as one of the titles of
Christ. Heis so called because He comes from the house of David and
Abraham. The Lord had told Abraham that in him al nations of the
earth will be blessed. The prophet Zechariah was prophesying the
fulfilment of that promise. Since he was one of the last prophets, the
fulfilment was very near. Joshua understood the meaning of that

message.

A stone (with seven eyes) was laid before Joshua (v 9). Thisrefersto
Christ. The seven eyes signify one of the attributes of God: that He
sees all things. This communication shows the assurance and the long
lasting endurance of the promise. The L ord added that Hewould engrave
an engraving and remove the iniquity of the land in one day. Thisis
salvation that comes with forgiveness of sins. There would also be
peace and prosperity in the land. Thisisthe peace that would comein
the millennial reign of Christ. Through this, Joshua knew what the
Lord had for them even to eternity.

These encouraging words in such atime were desirable and fulfilled
God's pattern in shepherding Hisflock. Leaders are raised and guided
by the Lord and Hisflock will follow. Hewill rescuethem fromthewiles
of the evil one and make them new. He promised to save them through
Jesus Christ. He also promised security of their salvation.

THOUGHT: The present salvation has eternal values.
PRAY ER: | thank Thee, Lord, that | believein Jesus Christ and am ever
saved for eternity.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15

’ “And in the midst of the
ZECHARIAH 4 seven candlesticks one
REVELATION 1:13-20 like unto the son of man...”

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO ZERUBBABEL

Zerubbabel becamethe governor of the Jewsthat returned from Babylon
(Hag 1:1). His name means “ seed of Babel.” He could be so named
because hewas born in Babylon. He wasthe great-grandson of Jeconiah
(1 Chron 3:17), oneof thelast kings of Judah before the captivity. Heis
listedin Matthew 1:12 and Luke 3:27 as one of the ancestors of Christ.
If the nation had been restored to full authority, he would have been a
king. He was a leader and had authority over the returning Jews. His
main tasks were restoration of worship and rebuilding of the temple.

Prophet Zechariah saw a vision when he was awakened by the angel
that had earlier spoken to him (Zech 4:1). He saw acandlestick all of
gold holding seven lamps. The golden candlestick with seven lamps
(also featured in the book of Revelation), representing the seven
churches, was one of thetemplefurniture. Itisknown in Hebrew asthe
menorah. It has a base, the stem and six branches. It was used to
providelight in thetemple. In prophecy, it was also symbolic.

Theimmediate purpose of the candlestick wasto givelight in the holy
place. The lamps were lit in the evening and burned till the morning
(Exod 30:7-8, Lev 24:3, 1Sam 3:3, 2 Chron 13:11). (Inthe day, light was
admitted into the temple viathe upper windows.) In Zechariah’svision
(Zech 4:2), the seven lampswerefed by two olive treeswhich the Lord
revealed to be “ the two anointed ones’ (Zech 4:14). And these have
been interpreted to refer to Zerubbabel and Joshua, the civil and
spiritual representatives of theocracy (ISBE).

Zechariah, asapriest who ministered often in thetemple, wasfamiliar
with the candlestick and its meaning. However, he was not sure of the
meaning of thevision. So he asked, “ What arethese, mylord?” (Zech
44)

THOUGHT: Godisthekey player inall scriptures.
PRAY ER: Lord, grant that | may always understand Thy Word.
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LORD’ SDAY, NOVEMBER 16
ZECHARIAH 4:1-7 “O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man
PSALM 84 that trusteth in thee.”

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION

The prophet sought the interpretation of the vision because he did not
understand it. He confessed this ignorance to the angel that spoke to
him. He did not pretend to know everything. In humility, he asked for
the meaning of what he saw. The angel told him that it was meant to be
amessage from the Lord to Zerubbabel the governor.

The Lord was the Shepherd of those Jews that had returned from
Babylon. He led them through leaders raised by Him. Thus the angel
made this declaration, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the LORD of hosts’ (v 6¢). These words were a sweet refrainin
the ears of the prophet. This is where the whole ability of their
| eadership emanates from.

Asacivil leader, Zerubbabel had the great task of dealing with law-
breakers and also presiding over the general welfare of the people
entrusted to his care. Some people would not obey until they were
forced to, or simply obeyed because they feared punishment. The
governor may have had the mind of other kings, but the Lord told him
that Hewastheir leader. He could not do anything on his own without
the Spirit of the Lord. In aworld where people are used to commands
from the authorities and the might of the army, dependence ontheLord
isastrange thing. Thiswas also a spiritual lesson to those Jews who
came back from Babylon. They had to adapt to the new environment
where God is their leader. The words in verse 6 became the guiding
principle for the leadership of Zerubbabel. The Jews cherished these
words because they had faced much suffering in the Diaspora. Those
who know the Lord would put their hopein the promise of thesewords.
Itisauniversal promise. The Spirit of the Lord is the same Spirit that
the Lord Jesus Christ promised His disciples that He would send to
them. In Him, they would be able to learn the truth.

THOUGHT: God isaways Adonai Shebaot (the Lord of hosts).
PRAYER: Lord, keepthecarna spirit away fromme.
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17
ZECHARIAH 4:1-7 “He that speaketh of himself
JOHN 7:14-19 seeketh his own glory....”

THE MESSAGE TO ZECHARIAH

The Lord continued to guide the governor of Judah. He said that a
great mountain shall become plain before Zerubbabel (v 7). Thiswasto
assure him that what seemed like abig task will become easy. Themain
task that was before him wasthe rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem.
God assured him that since his hands laid the foundations of that
house, the same hands will also finish it.

The main worry at that time was the opposition that they faced, and
they were afraid that they may not be able to complete the task. God
did not forsake them but gave them assurances that He would see
them through to compl etion. This confirmed that the hand of the Lord
was upon Zechariah and that He had sent him.

The presence of the prophet in Judah during thistimewasagreat relief
to the leaders because Zechariah could tell them what the Lord said.
They had confidence in attending to their responsibilities because
they knew the Lord was with them. The shouting of grace (v 7) shows
that Zerubbabel realized that he and the people did not deserve the
treatment they were receiving from the Lord, but He had favoured them
unconditionally.

However, the persecutors of the prophets did not have the Holy Spirit
and could not recognize God's hand. They reacted negatively to the
prophet’s messages. Zechariah, like all other prophets, remained
steadfast to the end.

God chose I srael and those who areto be saved from the foundation of
theworld. It was therefore not ahard task for Him to care for the Jews
who returned from Babylon.

THOUGHT: Zechariah wastaught alesson on courage.
PRAYER: Lord, let mefulfil thetask Thou hast assigned to me.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 “Would God my lord were with the
ZECHARIAH 4:8-14 prophet that is in Samaria! for he
2KINGS5:1-14 would recover him of his leprosy.”

THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS

The Lord posed a rhetorical question in verse 10, “ For who hath
despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the
eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.”

Jesus similarly taught the biblical principle that he who isfaithful in
little shall also befaithful in much.

Small or little things can become a key to great things. This can be
illustrated by what the maiden from I srael told Naaman’swife (2 Kings
5:2-3). The story of the healing of Naaman involved two kings, the
prophet Elishaand many high ranking government officials. But it all
started with aword from the maid.

The* plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel” (Zech 4:10) isjust asmall
and simpleinstrument, but thereismorein thevision: the seven* eyes
of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth” (v 10).
Thismeansthat God waswith them, and He could see everything at all
times.

Zechariah then asked about the two olive trees (v 11). And the Lord
revealed that they were “ the two anointed ones, that stand by the
Lord of the whole earth” (v 14). And so, Zechariah understood the
vision.

Thisbeing amessage of encouragement to Zerubbabel, verses 6 and 9
must have made agreat impact on him. It was the Lord who was with
him by the Holy Spirit. Secondly, the task entrusted to him had to be,
and could be, fulfilled. When David said that the Lord was his shepherd,
the same is attested to in the present encouragement to Zerubbabel.
God has placed upon us the duty of keeping the faith to the end; His
promises are there to encourage us too.

THOUGHT: Dol haveconfidenceintheLord as| follow Him?
PRAYER: Lord, let me not despisethe day of small things.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 “And they taught in Judah, and
ZECHARIAH 5:1-2 had the book of the
2CHRONICLES17:7-9 law of the LORD with them...”

THE BOOK OF THE LAW GUIDES THE PRIEST

The work of the prophet was to bring God’s messages to the people
and prescribe corrective measures where necessary. Like the church
today, the work of those men of God was to be alight to the world of
sin around them. The two visions in Zechariah 5 show God's way of
dealing with individual sinsand national sins.

A “flying roll” (v 1) represents the written Law of God. There were
times in Israel when the Book of the Law was disregarded and the
people did not know what God had intended for them as revealed to
Moses. The kings that came before Josiah were negligent and the
Book was lost, but the king restored it. The “flying roll” that the
prophet saw no doubt represented the Book that the people werefamiliar
with. The Lord wanted Judah to be guided by the Book.

Joshua the high priest used this Book. The Levites were teachers of
the Law. On many occasions, when the Book of the Law was read
publicly, they were at hand to cause the people to understand the
readings of the book. This happened in the days of Jehoshaphat. When
he ascended the throne, he sent princes and Levites to the cities of
Judah to teach the words of the Law. Also about the time of Zechariah,
Nehemiah came to Judah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. When he
had finished, he invited the people to come to the open street and
asked Ezra, who was also apriest, to bring the Book of the Law to read
to the people. They made preparations for the big day. Ezra read the
book all morning and the L evites caused the people to understand the
wordsthat wereread to them (Neh 8:1-12).

THOUGHT: Thebiblical Law istheWord of God.
PRAYER: Lord, may | alwaystrust Thy perfect Word.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20
ZECHARIAH5:1-4 “For he is good;
2CHRONICLEST7:14 for his mercy endureth for ever.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ROLL

Theangel told Zechariah that the* flying roll” represented punishment
for those who transgressed the law. Specifically mentioned were those
who stole and those who sworefalsely. These may usually be regarded
as the worst because of their frequent occurrence.

The message was that they must not be habitual transgressors. As
most of them were bornin Babylon, they were not familiar with the Law
of God. They were also not familiar with acentral place of worship. In
the days before the captivity, the people were offering sacrifices in
high placesnear their homes. Thiswas contrary to the Law. Thispractice
may have continued among the returnees.

Their main task wasto rebuild God’s house in Jerusalem. This house
was not meant to be amonument, but a place where the people of God
would come and worship according to the instructions given in the
Law.

In the dedication of the first temple, Solomon demonstrated the worth
of that house in his prayers. God's answer to the king's prayer shows
the meaning of true worship. Thisis summed up in 2 Chronicles 7:14
wherethe Lord said, “ If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.” The Book of the Law was aguide to proper
worship, and thus the vision of the * flying roll.”

The houses of transgressors of the Law would be consumed (Zech
5:4). Theroll wascalled a“ curse” (Zech 5:3) because it spelt out the
punishment of transgressors. The Law of God is a perfect law, and it
will reward and punish with justice.

THOUGHT: Every law of Godisjust.
PRAYER: Lord, et mebe submissiveto Thy perfect Law.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21 «But God be thanked
ZECHARIAHS5:5-11 that ye were servants of sin:
ROMANSG6:17-23 but ye have obeyed...”

A WOMAN IN THE EPHAH

The prophet saw a second vision, that of “ a woman that sitteth in the
midst of the ephah” (Zech 5:7). The ephah is the standard measuring
basket for dry grains. Itsliquid equivalent iscalled abath. It isclassed
with balances and weights (Lev 19:36, Amos 8:5) in the injunctions
regarding just dealing in trade (ISBE). Besides the ephah, another
measuring unit mentioned hereisthe“ talent” (Zech 5:7).

Then the prophet saw two women, with wings like a stork. And “ the
windwasintheir wings’ (Zech 5:9). He saw them lift the ephah between
the earth and heaven. Zechariah asked where they were taking it, and
the angel said that they were going to build “ an house in the land of
Shinar (i.e. Babylon)” (Zech 5:11).

The meaning and the interpretation of thisvisionisbrief. The woman
inthe ephah represents* wickedness’ (Zech 5:8). The measuring basket
impliesthat this wickedness was measured out. The angel threw “ the
weight of lead upon the mouth” (Zech 5:8). Lead isaheavy metal. This
was done to confine the woman in the ephah, so that she could not
escape punishment. The two women with wings represent divine
intervention, their flying power was strong enough to carry the ephah
away. Theangel told Zechariah of the mission of thetwo womenin that
distant land.

While the full meaning of the vision cannot be speculated, it does
show that the wickedness in Judah was carried away to afar country.
Thisisthe same place that the Jews had been taken captive. Thus, the
land of Judah was being purged from wickedness.

The prophet and his immediate audience may have understood the
vision better, but the face value of the message is brief and to the
point. “ For thewagesof sinisdeath” (Rom 6:23). The primary duty of
the Church is to preach the gospel and deal with sin. Christ called
upon His disciples to be the salt and light of the world.

THOUGHT: Every church must become aprophet’svoice.
PRAYER: Lord, forgive my wickedness.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 “...and a crown was given unto him:
ZECHARIAH 6:1-8 and he went forth conquering,
REVELATION6:1-8 and to conquer.”

THE VISION OF CHARIOTS

In Zechariah 6, the Lord gave Zechariah two messages: oneasavision
of four chariots, and the other in plain speech. An angel had been
assigned to show him the vision and he could also ask questions on
thethings he did not understand. The meaning of thevisionisobscure,
but the prophet understood it well. The second message has to do
with the conquering Messiah. The instructions to the prophet were
visible lessons on the coming King of the universe. These are the
heavenly messages.

Thefour chariotsin the vision were war machines of the ancient days:
carriages pulled by horses. They offered speed and protection to the
soldiers. It was the cavalry unit of the ancient army. The legendary
Trojan Horse of Greek mythology illustratesthe effectiveness of their
military strategy. The chariotsthat Zechariah saw came from between
two mountains of brass. The horses that pulled the chariots were of
different colours, but their significanceisnot indicated in God’sWord.
The horses were red, black, white, and a mixture of grisled and bay
(Zech 6:2-3).

A similar vision of horsesisin Revelation 6 wherethere are pointersin
John’s vision as to the meaning of those horses. The meaning of the
current vision is given, and the meaning is the same as that in
Revelation. “ The chariots were messengers of God to execute divine
justice upon those who oppress God's people” (Yoilah Yitpet).

The messagesthat the Lord conveyed to Zechariah wasto affirm God's
presencewith Judah. Theeternal kingdom of God standsasthe Messiah
iscoming for their salvation. Thisblessing comesto thosewho diligently
obey the voice of the Lord.

THOUGHT: “RejoicetheLordisKing!”
PRAYER: Lord, may | awaystrustin Thy great salvation.

54




LORD’ SDAY, NOVEMBER 23
ZECHARIAH6:1-8 “Fear not: for they that be with us
2KINGS6:8-23 are more than they that be with them.”

MORE LIGHT ON THE VISION OF CHARIOTS

The prophet specifically asked the angel that talked with him for the
meaning of thefour chariots. Thisistheanswer that hereceived, “ These
arethefour spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before
the Lord of all the earth” (Zech 6:5). He added that the black horses
and the white ones went forth to the North Country while the grisled
went forth to the South Country. The bay horses went to and fro
through the earth. In Judah, the north would be from Syriaall the way
to Russia, and the south would be Arabia and Egypt. These foreign
nationswere perceived to be enemies of Judah. Therewasno reference
to the east because the nation was dominated by Persia then which
was in the east.

Chariots were war machines meant for protection. The four chariots
signified God's judgment upon the nations surrounding Israel. The
chariotswere attached to horses, and were ready to dispense judgment.
These were the “ four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from
standing beforethe LORD of all theearth” (Zech 6:5). They werethe
angels of God that do Hiswork. Theresult is peace and rest.

THOUGHT: God's protection for His peopleis guaranteed.
PRAY ER: Lord, grant me Thy assured protection.
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24 “Hath the LORD as great delight
ZECHARIAH 6:9-15 in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
1SAMUEL 15:22 as in obeying the voice of the LORD?”

THE LORD INSTRUCTED ZECHARIAH

The Lord told the prophet to take three men whom He named that had
come from Babylon. These were to go on the same day into the house
of Josiah the son of Zephaniah. Then he was to take silver and gold
and make crowns and set them upon the head of Joshua, the son of
Josedech the high priest.

Among the returnees were three public officers; one was Zechariah
himself as a prophet, Zerubbabel the governor, and lastly Joshua the
high priest. Among the three, Joshua occupied a greater position in
theeveryday life of the people. Hewas God's representative as ateacher
of the Law and also an administrator of ordinancesthat were commanded
in the Law. Zechariah was instructed to crown Joshua with crowns.

God was the de facto King of Israel and this royal position was best
represented by the office of the high priest. The crowning of Joshua
was symbolic of God's priestly kingship over Judah.

Jesus occupied all the three offices of prophet, priest and king. The
crowning of Joshua depicted Jesus as the King. Thiswas conveyed to
Joshuathrough Zechariah that a man whose nameis* The BRANCH”
(Zech 6:12) shall grow up out of hisplace, and he shall build thetemple
of theLord. Thisrefersto Christ. Theterm“ BRANCH” isused for Him
in Zechariah 3 because He is from the house of David. This has been
repeatedly foretold by the prophets.

The crowns were also given to four people that were named for a
memorial inthetemple of the Lord (Zech 6:14). The people who were
far off would come and build thetemple of the Lord. Thetemplewasan
important place of worship. When they diligently obeyed the voice of
the Lord, they would see His blessings and they would know that the
Lord had sent the prophet to them.

THOUGHT: Diligent obedienceis God'sdesirefor Hispeople.
PRAYER: Lord, may | seeThy blessingsas| obey Thee.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
ZECHARIAH7
JEREMIAH 37:16-21 “Is there any word from the LORD?”

GOD EXPLAINED THE REASONS
FOR THE CAPTIVITY

Inthehistory of Israel it wasnot unusual for the peopletoreject God's
prophets. The Lord often reproved the people through these prophets
because of their waywardness. The ministry of Zechariah was no
different. The message in Zechariah 7 denounces the people’s
hypocritical devotion.

The Lord gave them the example of their fathers who hardened their
hearts and were consequently scattered among the nations. History
was repeating itself. God spoke through Zechariah and the exact date
specified here when the word of the Lord came to him serves to
authenticate this message. All the words of the prophets are genuine
and it was regarded as blasphemy if anyone should speak in the name
of the Lord when the Lord had not spoken to him. Zechariah was very
particular in conveying his message. The confidence he had showed
that the Lord had spoken to him.

While these words are read today, they speak as genuine words and
not amyth as someliberals depict them. The people had sent Sherezer,
Regemmelech and their men to pray beforetheLord. They wereasoto
speak to the priestswho werein the house of the Lord and the prophets.
He asked them if he should weep as he had done for many years. Here
isademonstration of concern among God's people. The prophet called
to their attention the agony that he had gone through. At least at this
point there was harmony and not confrontation as it was often the
case in hisrelationship with the people. Zechariah spoke in that tone
of voice because generally the people of |srael were sceptical and did
not regard the words of the prophets. This negative spirit led to the
persecution of prophets and even to the violent death of Zechariah.

THOUGHT: An obedient soul delightsin pleasing God.
PRAY ER: Lord, let me not devel op anegative spirit towards Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

ZECHARIAH 77 “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God...
LUKE10:25-37 and thy neighbour as thyself.”

GOD’'S ANSWER TO ZECHARIAH

The Lord told Zechariah to speak to the people concerning devotionin
fasting inthe seventy yearsthat they werein Babylon. He also reminded
them of their eating and drinking. The physical food was for their
bodies, but the worship was for the Lord. He wanted them to show a
differencein this regard and to remember the words that the prophets
had spoken to them before the captivity.

The prophets always represented the voice of the Lord and their word
was the only way the people could know the will of God. They were
now ignoring Zechariah as their fathers had done. Their words were
still relevant and these people ought to listen to them.

The prophets dealt with moral issues among the people. The people
were exhorted to execute true judgment and show mercy and
compassion to their brothers. They were not to oppress the less
fortunate; the widow, the fatherless, the stranger and the poor. These
were people who were needy and required a hel ping hand from those
who were able. Looking down onthem would add to their misery. Asa
general rule they were not to imagine evil in their hearts against their
brother. The Law of the love of God and love for one’s neighbour is
expressed here with clarity. They wereto obey the law of God in their
relationship onewith another. Thislaw isclearly expressed also inthe
New Testament and it isarequirement for all believersin Christ to keep
thislaw.

Today’s generation needs to be reminded of their duty to God in the
samevein that Zechariah reminded the people of hisgeneration. There
are needy ones today as there were in those days. When this message
istold, some may nod their headsin agreement, but that is not enough.
There is a need for concerted effort to assist those who are needy
within the means available as God has prospered us.

THOUGHT: Man’'sduty to manisalso hisduty to God.
PRAYER: Lord, let meawayskeep Thy commandments.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 “But the natural man receiveth not
ZECHARIAH 7:8-14 the things of the Spirit of God:
1CORINTHIANS2:14-15 for they are foolishness unto him.”

THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

The people refused to hear the counsel of the prophet. They “ pulled
away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear”

(Zech 7:11). The prophet added that “ they made their hearts as an
adamant stone” (Zech 7:12). Thus they refused to obey the Law, and
theword which the Lord had sent in His Spirit by the past prophets. As
it is expected of any rebellion, the retributive hand of the Lord would
catch up with them. They were not willing to do to their brethren as
instructed by God, and were self-satisfied. They were also proud and,
in a way, attributed their comfort to their own effort. The Lord was
displeased with their attitude. The prophet pointed out their error. They
were carnal and did not receive spiritual things. The expectation of the
Lord for them was that they were to be spiritual and do good that
comesout of their experiencewith Him.

Zechariah reminded the poepl e of what had happened to their fathers:
They were exiled because of their disobedience. The consequences of
their rebellion would follow that of their fathers' who did not listen and
were banished to aforeign land. The Lord had warned them, but they
would not listen. Theillustration of the whirlwind representsaviolent
end. Those who survived had to take refuge wherever they can.

Because the people persisted in their father’ sways, they later suffered
the then-future scattering after the ascension of Christ. At that time,
under the Romans, the Jews had some autonomy. However, the
expectation of the Jews did not conform to God's. Their desire wasto
gain full authority, but this was not realised. So they rebelled against
the Romans and suffered a sad end. The prophecy of Zechariah was
fulfilled when they were scattered to many lands. They had no home
until the establishment of modern-day Israel in 1948. Let us learn a
lesson for ourselves. Going against God's instruction leads to a
downward slide to death. God'’s children need to be awake.

THOUGHT: Evil actseasily influence the hearts of depraved people.
PRAYER: Lord, let mefollow Thee and be safe.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28 “And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,

ZECHARIAH81-3 coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
REVELATION 21:1-5 as a bride adorned for her husband.”

THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM

In Biblehistory, Jerusalemisthekey city of Bible events. Zechariah's
prophetic eye saw far and near. (My teacher, Rev Timothy Tow, called
thisforesight “ prophescope.”) InZechariah 8:1-15, Zechariah saw the
distant future of Jerusalem when there will be peace and prosperity.
The message wasrelevant to the Jews of hisday because of the eternal
importance of the city. They were also to strive to fulfil the duty that
was before them to fortify the greatness of Jerusalem.

Zion is a particular location within the city of Jerusalem, where the
temple was built. Thisis near the place where Abraham offered | saac.
David later purchased this place and lived on it. He was also buried
there. It became the most sacred site for the Jews. When the Muslims
conquered the city, they adopted it as their holy place because they
also regard Abraham astheir father. It was in this city that the Son of
God later walked. He taught in the temple and did many of His great
workswithinitsborders. It became asymbol of God’s dwelling place.
Theeternal city iscalled the New Jerusalem.

Zechariah was sent to encourage the Jewswho had returned to rebuild
the temple. This second temple was subsequently destroyed. In John
4, Jesustold the Samaritan woman that true worshippers must worship
the Father in spirit and in truth. This thus abolished dead worship in
physical, sacred places. However, Jerusalem remained the symbol of
God's holy abode.

In Zechariah 8:3, itiscalled “ a city of truth; and the mountain of the
LORD...” Itsrestoration isof high value. Thiswill be aglorious city
that will be revealed after the passing of the present world. It will bea
city that no human power will be able to destroy.

THOUGHT: TheNew Jerusalemwill bearedlity.
PRAYER: Lord, preparefor meahabitation inthe New Jerusalem.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 .

) There shall be no more thence
ZECHARIAH 8:4-10 an infant of days, nor an old man
ISAIAH 65:20 that hath not filled his days...”

THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM

Zechariah now focused on the events of Jerusalem as an earthly city.
The peace that shall prevail in it is shown in the expressions that
followed. Old men and old women shall dwell in the city and each with
astaff in hishand and also boys and girlswill play in the streets (Zech
8:4-5). Such lifedoesnot occur intimesof war. Old people and children
are always vulnerable victims of war. However, their presence here
implies that there would be peace in the city.

The prospect of peace will come to its fullness when the Lord Jesus
Christ establishesHismillennial kingdom. Jerusalem will bethe capital
city. Isaiah referred to the same blessedness of long life and peace.
Both prophets saw the time when this peace will exist. The prevailing
calm then shall be marvelousin the eyes of the Lord and in the eyes of
the people. This expectation (following the second coming of Christ)
shall be ablessing to all who are children of God. God will save His
people from every corner of the earth, and will bring them to dwell in
themidst of Jerusalem (Zech 8:7-8).They will be God's peopleand He
will betheir God in truth and in righteousness. Thereisevery promise
of blessedness. This message came at a time when the few returnee
Jewswere struggling to rebuild Jerusalem and thetemple. It wasaslow
process as they were under aforeign power. The kingdom was never
restored to them. Thiscreated uncertainty intheir hearts. The prophet’s
wordswerefor their comfort asthey looked forward with an optimistic
spirit. They were encouraged to strengthen their hands and to hear the
words of the prophet when the foundation of the Lord's house was
laid (Zech 8:9).

In the early stages of their settlement, there was no employment or
harmony among them. They were put through such misery that they
saw their helplessness and therefore sought assistance in the right
way. The Lord also gave the prophet foresight over these things so
that he may point them to the truth.

THOUGHT: Inany calamity, listento what the Lord is saying.
PRAYER: Lord, speak to me every day through Thy Word.
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LORD' SDAY, NOVEMBER30 “ And they shall build houses,
ZECHARIAH 8:11-15 and inhabit them; and they shali
ISAIAH 65:21-23 plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.”

JERUSALEM 1S RE-ESTABLISHED

The re-establishment of a nation requires that there be law and order.
God's promise to Judah in Zechariah 8:11 marks the turning point in
God's dealing with them then: “ But now | will not be unto the residue
of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts.” The
Lord will bring their punishment to an end and relate to them in a
graciousway. Theland will befruitful and the peoplewill prosper. God
will provide sufficient rain and everyone can lay claim on hisproperty.
Their liveswill then bemeaningful . God will removethe curse of Judah
andIsrael, and savethem and makethem ablessing. Keil and Delitzsch's
commentsareasfollows:

“The formula, to be a curse among the nations, is to be interpreted
according to Jer 24:9; Jer 25:9; Jer 42:18; 2Kings22:19, asequivaent to
being the object of a curse, i.e., so smitten by God as to serve as the
object of curses. In harmony with this, the phrase to “become a
blessing” is equivalent to being so blessed as to be used as a
benedictory formula(cf. Gen 48:22; Jer 29:22). Thispromiseismadeto
the remnant of Judah and Israel, and therefore of all the twelvetribes,
who are to become partakers of the future salvation in undivided unity
(cf. Zech 9:10,9:13, 10:6, 11:14). |srael isthereforetolook forward to the
futurewithout alarm.”

They were encouraged to fear not and to make their hands strong. God
has thought to do well to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. The
coming of Christ hasled to theintegration of believersof all nationsas
the people of God, being the children of Abraham by faith. Those who
believein Christ enter the covenant. On the other hand, Jerusalem and
Judah remain distinct asasymbol of the eternal city. Believein Christ
and you will be acitizen of the city of truth, Jerusalem.

THOUGHT: Theblessing of Jerusalem isthe blessing of all nations.
PRAYER: Lord, may the peace of Jerusalem prevail.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
ZECHARIAH 8:16-17 “ And the second is like unto it,
MATTHEW 22:36-40 Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”

LOVE FOR ONE’S NEIGHBOUR

TheLord commanded Zechariah to remind Judah of themoral standards
of their faith. They were to be truthful and exercise the greatest
commandmentsin the Law. There were occasions set aside for fasting
and also for feasts. These were to bring cheer, peace and truth. These
words arealso for the people of al nationsand they will recognize the
God of Israel and worship Him.

Love for one’'s neighbour is what the Lord Jesus Christ called the
second greatest commandment in the Law (Matt 22:37-39). It isthe sum
of the second table of the Ten Commandments. The keeping of these
commandsfulfilsthat Law.

The spirit of discontent was prevalent during Zechariah’s time and a
reminder to the people of their moral responsibility was needful to
build harmony and godly living (Zech 8:16-17).

The peoplewerefamiliar with these words but they could not resist the
temptation to do the opposite. It was the prophet’s duty to point out
their disobedience. The Lord kept reminding them that He hates those
things. Love for one's neighbour must prevail even when aperson is
provoked and his patience is tested to a breaking point. In every
neighbourhood, therewill be antagonists. But obedienceto God'slaw
and application of wisdom brings easy solution.

Paul also gave wise counsel in such situations when he said, “ Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for
itiswritten, Vengeanceismine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore
if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coalsof fireon hishead” (Rom 12:19-20). This,
he said, will encourage peaceful living with al people. Whenthereisa
lack of peace, it isadisadvantageto both the offended and the offending

party.

THOUGHT: Thelaw of God isthe path to peace.
PRAYER: Lord, let mebeat peacewith al.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
ZECHARIAH 8:18-23 « ..the children of Israel should dwell in
NEHEMIAH 8:13-18 booths in the feast of the seventh month.”

THE VALUE OF DAYS OF FASTING AND FEASTING

Zechariah indicated that there were four occasions of fasting, in the
fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months (Zech 8:19). Fastingisan intense
seeking of the Lord in prayer. Abstaining from food is meant to stress
the serious desire to seek God without distractions or interruptions.
And these shall be joy and gladness to the house of Judah.

Andthere shall also be“ cheerful feasts” (Zech 8:19). These occasions
included travelling to Jerusalem and offering of sacrifices. In the
Levitical law, there were seven main feasts, three of which required all
malesof |srael totravel tothetemplein Jerusalem (Exod 23:14-19; Lev
23:34). Subsequently, other feastswere added. The Feast of Purim was
added under Mordecai after hisvictory in Persia(Esther 9:18-32). The
Feast of Lights or Hanukkah (John 10:22) was added following the
Maccabean revolt in the inter-testamental period. (Details of which are
giveninthe books of the Apocrypha.) These were times of celebration
to commemorate what the Lord had done for Israel. While they were
“cheerful feasts,” there must be love for truth and peace. The
commitment to keep these occasions of worship must bring change to
the hearts of those who observe them.

The majority of the Jews who returned from Babylon may have been
ignorant of the teachings of the Law of God and had been detached
from regular Jewish worship for along time. This also led to other
consequences and the prophet Zechariah strove to address these
problems. The Lord had to put in place shepherds to cater to the
wayward members of Hisflock. At that time, Zechariah already had his
hands full trying to address issues that came up every now and then.

THOUGHT: Sinful hearts always go astray and everyone seeks his
ownway.
PRAYER: Lord, may | alwayslove Thy truth and peace.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
ZECHARIAH 8:18-23
MATTHEW 28:18-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations... *

PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS TO ACCEPT THE LORD

The Lord declared that “ people, and the inhabitants of many cities”

(Zech 8:20) shall come, encouraging one another to go and pray before
the Lord. They would want to go continually and offer their worship.
These people from many cities will be of all nations, not just of the
house of Israel. When the Lord Jesus Christ was on earth, He
commissioned the disciplesto go to all nations of theworld and preach
the gospel. Those who believe will be saved.

Thesignificance of Jerusalem, the city of truth, has not ceased. Today,
however, itisacity of conflict. Regardless of the state of war hanging
over her, many pilgrimsfrom all corners of the globe flock there. Her
spiritual significanceto Christiansisirresistible.

AsJesuswas ascending to heaven, the angel s appeared to the disciples
and announced that the same Jesuswho was taken from them* .. .shall
so come in like manner...” (Acts 1:11). Then the disciples returned
“...unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from
Jerusalem a sabbath day’'sjourney” (Acts1:12).

Note that Jesus had earlier (in John 4) overruled homage to a physical
place of worship. He made this known in His conversation with the
woman of Samaria. Those who worship God must worship Himin spirit
andintruth. Inthe Christian church, thereisalimit to the homage paid
to Jerusalem.

In Zechariah 8:23, God concluded, “ Inthose daysit shall cometo pass,
that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even
shall take hold of the skirt of himthat isa Jew, saying, Wewill go with
you: for we have heard that God is with you.” Through Zechariah,
God revealed that salvation shall be extended to the people of all
nations, and that they too can be saved.

THOUGHT: Thegospel isclear andisproclaimed to all people.
PRAYER: Lord, rescue the perishing. Use me to share the gospel

message.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER4

ZECHARIAH 9:1-7 “...Tyre and Sidon,...would have repented
MATTHEW 11:20-22 long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”

THE FUTURE OF ZION IS BRIGHT

The prophetic eye of Zechariah saw a great future for Zion. In the
previous chapters, he dealt with the immediate i ssues, now he turned
to the future events. Thisis ageneral characteristic of all prophets.

The prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 standsout inthat it wasliterally fulfilled
when Christ walked on the earth. It was an explicit fulfilment. The
prophet Zechariah had other things to say about the future of Zion
and painted a bright picture. Helooked at the time beyond the Persian
period. It is history written in advance.

Theeyesof al thetribesof Israel shall betowardstheLord. They shall
overcome the lands of Hadrach and Damascus (Zech 9:1). Hamath,
Tyre and Zidon were cities within the borders of Israel. These lands
wereto bear the burdensthat would befall them. Tyreisdescribed here
as having made herself wealthy with silver and gold in innumerable
abundance, but she shall be destroyed (Zech 9:3-4). The cities of the
Philistines, i.e. Ashkelon, Ekron, Gazaand Ashdod, would be givento
strangers (Zech 9:5-6). These, the prophet said, shall not be inhabited.

The prophet here was looking at the days following the return of the
Jews. The neighbouring nations would not be spared the chain of the
new coming power. According to the prophecies of Daniel, the new
power coming after Persia was Greece. Alexander the Great was the
Greek general who conquered all these lands. Cities in ancient days
were strongholdsfor the security of the nation. Their strategic locations
were important. The conguerors brought people from different places
to live together so as to suppress their unity and possible resistance.
Theterm “ bastard” (Zech 9:6) refersto these people.

THOUGHT: Jerusalem is protected because shelooksto the Lord.
PRAY ER: Lord, protect Thy Church today.

66



FRIDAY, DECEMBER5
ZECHARIAH 9:8-17 “ Gabriel, make this man to
DANIEL 8:5-12,21-25 understand the vision.”

THE LORD SHALL KEEP AN EYE ON HIS HOLY CITY

According to Josephus, Alexander’s first approach in his conquests
was diplomacy. The Jews of Jerusalem were willing to support him
against the Persians. Part of the terms of their treaty wasthat the Jews
would be given someform of autonomy inthe exercise of their religion.
Zechariah prophesied that the Lord would encamp His house in
Jerusalem and no enemy can touch her.

The prophet’s foresight then stretched ahead and saw the time of
Christ’s ministry on earth. He spoke of a future King of Zion riding
humbly on an ass. Theliteral fulfilment of this prophecy iswell known.
It isthe message of Palm Sunday. Then the prophet saw far beyond the
first advent of Christ to His second coming. That iswhen Christ will
exercise Hispower asKing. Hewill removeall violence and bring peace.
HisKingdom shall beauniversal one. Hewill free Hisprisonerson the
basis of the covenant of blood. The ultimate salvation for sinnersison
the basis of the shedding of the blood of Christ. This included those
Jews who were still in exile then. The Lord had an eye on all of them
and the prophets gave them hope in their misery.

In the first mention of Greece (Zech 9:13), the prophet indicated that
the Lord would subdue Judah and Ephraim, and Greece was made a
sword of mighty men. Thiswasthe military prowess of Alexander the
Great. Subsequent rulers built on his achievements. The entrance of
Alexander the Great into the scene of world super-power was something
that no man could predict, but God knows every detail of the future.
The Greeks did not only capture Jerusalem peacefully, they also
subjected the Jews to their power for many years. The Maccabean
revolt highlighted the conflict. God gave them great victory over their
oppressorsand put alandmark in their history. The Lord Jesus attended
the Feast of Lights (John 10:22) that came out of that victory.

THOUGHT: Thehand of the Lordisinall things.
PRAY ER: Lord, help metotrust Thy prophets.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER6

ZECHARIAH 10:1-4 “ Are there any among the vanities of the
JEREMIAH 14:22 Gentiles that can cause rain?”

NATURAL BLESSINGS COME FROM THE LORD

The prophet continued to foretell what the expectation of Israel shall
be in the days to come. He spoke of their common issues in their
relationship with God and also prophesied specific events. The main
fact is that the nation of Israel, after the scattering to far countries,
shall be re-gathered to their own land. These events will precede the
second coming of the Messiah.

In Zechariah 10:1, rain was regquested from the L ord to water the plants
of thefields. The waters coming from heaven is one of the miracles of
nature. The nearest that man can do to substituterainisirrigation. The
superiority of watersfrom heaven makes man recognizethat itisonly
the Creator who can provide such immeasurable amount of water.

The people were used to the seasonal rains and the changing weather
patterns. In some seasons, there may not be enough rain, thus the
need to call upon the Lord. In the past, those who did not believein
the Lord had their own man-made beliefs regarding the provision of
rain. They used idolsor teraphim and divining. But the prophet declared
them vanity and lies (Zech 10:2). Unfortunately, the children of |srael
resorted to some of these methods in defiance of God's Law. They
went their own ways as a flock. It was a national apostasy as they
denied God and sought their own ways.

The Lord said that they did not have a shepherd, i.e. a priest or a
prophet. Kings also carried a great responsibility as they were the
country’s overall leaders. When there were good kings, the spiritual
health of the nation went up, and vice versa. Since Zechariah was
speaking of their failure, the kings were poor shepherds of the flock.

THOUGHT: Jesusisthe Good Shepherd that | srael needs.
PRAYER: Lord, let me alwayslook only to Jesus as my Shepherd.
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LORD’ SDAY, DECEMBER7
ZECHARIAH 10:5-12 “ .this people have sinned a great sin,
EXODUS32:30-35 and have made them gods of gold.”

GOD RESPONDS TO THE WAYWARD ACTS OF MEN

God's anger was kindled against the shepherds and He punished the
goats. Thesewereleaderswho failed in their dutiesand led the flock to
follow false shepherds. This was the trend that was characteristic of
many spiritual leadersin Israel from thetimethat the Lord instituted it
asanation. Aaron, consecrated thefirst priest of Israel, was overcome
by fear of man and led I srael to worship the golden calf. The depravity
of the human heart also led the shepherds to yield to the wiles of the
devil. They transgressed the Law of the Lord and did not appreciate
the grace shown to them.

The* corner,” the* nail” andthe* battle bow” (Zech 10:4) refer tothe
Messiah who isever present to render ahelping hand. Heisthe gift of
God's grace. His power will enable them to defeat every oppressor.
Peter cited Isaiah in 1 Peter 2:6, “ Whereforealso it iscontained in the
scripture, Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious:
and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.” This stresses
the superiority of the Messiah in therescue of His people. The prophet
Zechariah thus declared that Judah shall be mighty to defeat their
enemies in battle. As the Lord shall be with them, “ ...the riders on
horses shall be confounded” (Zech 10:5).

God will gather again the redeemed and increase them. When the
prophet spoke, Israel had returned to their land from Babylon. The
context, however, indicates that there was another scattering and the
Lord would restore them again. The prophecy applies to both Judah
and Israel, represented by Ephraim or Joseph. The Lord’sdealing with
Israel goes on until the second coming of Christ. These are the words
of the Lord concerning that future return, “ And | will strengthen the
house of Judah, and | will save the house of Joseph, and | will bring
themagain to place them; for | have mercy upon them: and they shall
beasthough | had not cast them off: for | amthe LORD their God, and
will hear them” (Zech 10:6).

THOUGHT: “ The heart isdeceitful aboveall things...” (Jer 17:9).
PRAYER: Lord, keep mefrom the deceit of theevil one.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER8
ZECHARIAH 10:8-12
MATTHEW 24:23-28 “Behold, | have told you before.”

THE FATE OF ISRAEL BEFORE RE-GATHERING

The prophet continued to speak of what would befall them before they
are gathered again. They will be scattered among the people of far
countries. At thetime of Zechariah, | sragl was under foreign domination,
but had some extended autonomy with wider freedom.

They remained a distinct people under three powers. When they
subsequently rebelled against the third power, the Romans, their city
was destroyed. They were all scattered to far countries as the prophet
prophesied. Thiswas not their end asanation. The Lord would gather
them from these lands and redeem them. They would also increase.
They were familiar with Assyria and Egypt as some of the lands that
they had gone to as captives or refugees. These are representative of
all far countries. The history of Israel cannot be complete when they
were out of the land that God had promised their fathers. They will
then return to Gilead and L ebanon. These are neighbouring territories
of Israel and going there, to them, is next to home.

The re-gathering of Israel shall not come easily. A place shall not be
found for them. History testifies that many have claimed Jerusalem.
Even the establishment of the modern state of Israel did not comein
peace. The anticipation of resistance and violence had given rise to
alternative consideration. However, at last, confrontation could not be
avoided. The prophet said that Israel would be strengthened in the
Lord and walk up and down in the Lord’s name.

The prophecy was not clear then, but it is more manifest today as
history and current events testify. It is God who is able to reveal the
future and brings those events to pass. This affirms the truthfulness
of Hispromises.

THOUGHT: Messiahiscoming again.
PRAYER: Lord, may | haveaplacein Thy kingdom.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER9

ZECHARIAH 11:1-3 “Now these are the nations which the LORD
JUDGES3:1-3 left, to prove Israel by them..”

FOCUS ON LEBANON

Lebanon islsrael’s next door neighbour. Tyre and Sidon are her well-
known cities. They played an important role in the commerce of the
Mediterranean for centuries. Cedar trees do well in this land and the
treeisitsnational emblem. The history of the country isclosely related
to that of Israel. Zechariah's prophetic eye now focused on this land.
He also saw the future of Israel and her foolish shepherds.

After there-gathering of Israel, Lebanon shall be opened and fire shall
devour her cedars. The importance of these trees was not just their
beauty. They are useful for buildings and making furniture. Theking of
Tyre had supplied the cedars in abundance to King Solomon to build
the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. The understanding of the prophecy
comeswith knowing the approximate time of itsfulfilment. Thiswould
definitely be in the future days of Zechariah. The history of the land
will also give anindication asto when thismay have been fulfilled or if
itisyet to befulfilled. It is possible to see the events of this prophecy
in the recent eventsin this land. The burning of cedarsis of course a
figure of speech, but it pointsto the use of weapons of modern warfare,
bombs and other explosives. Nebuchadnezzar burned the temple and
other structures in Jerusalem when he had taken Judah to captivity.
However the description in the prophecy fits the devastation brought
by modern war machines.

Recent history has seen Lebanon rise and fall because of war. First
there was the civil war that lasted for fifteen years and the land that
had been the most prosperous in the Middle East was reduced to a
shell. Her cedars were burnt by fire of war. Second, as aresult of the
Arab-Israeli wars, many Palestinians took refuge in Lebanon. They
established training camps to fight back. The Israglis retaliated in an
all-out war to contain the danger they faced. The Middle East crisisis
not over. Lebanon will continue to be in the picture. The shepherds’
glory “isspoiled...the pride of Jordan is spoiled” (Zech 11:3).

THOUGHT: Biblical propheciesare awaysaccurate.
PRAY ER: Lord, may | not doubt Thee, but take Thee at Thy word.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
ZECHARIAH 11:4-9 “For if | do this thing willingly,
1CORINTHIANS9:15-19 | have a reward...”

GOD COMMANDS THE FLOCK TO BE FED

Sheep are possessions of the owner; he can sell them for money
whenever hewants. The sheep will then be slainfor meat and sold. The
owner can say, “ Blessed be the LORD” because he is rich. He will
continue to feed more sheep for the same purpose without guilt. The
shepherds have no pity for the sheep. In this analogy, the Lord said
that He “ will no more pity the inhabitants of the land” (Zech 11:6),
but will deliver them to bekilled. He added that He will deliver themen
everyone to his neighbour’s hand and to the hand of his king and He
will not deliver them. He will feed theflock for theslaughter. Thereisan
indication here that the fate of this nation and that of Judah areindeed
divine punishment. The wise would seek to know the purpose of such
chastisement and repent, seeking forgiveness from the Lord.

Sincethereisno sign of mending the relationship with God, therodis
used. The nature of their transgression is not specified; it could be a
general regjection of God, and thus the punishment. The L ord spoke of
“two staves’ (Zech 11:7), one He called Beauty and the other He called
Bands. “The prophet then saw himself carrying out the duties of the
Messiah in feeding the poor flock. He took two staves and named them
...Beauty stands for Graciousness and Bands for bonds. The first
shows God'’srestraint on the nationsfrom destroying I srael. The second
refersto the brotherly tieswithin Israel itself. With the coming of the
Messiah, Israel will be preserved from destroying nations while the
brotherly lovein|srael itself will be strengthened” (Timothy Tow).

Three shepherds are cut off in one month. They are loathed and
abhorred; many agree that these are princes, priests and prophets.
These are the ones who have neglected their duties and served their
own interests. They will not be fed and they will die as they eat one
another’s flesh.

THOUGHT: Whoisafaithful servant?
PRAYER: Lord, raise up faithful shepherdsfrom among us.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
ZECHARIAH 11:10-17 “The word which came to Jeremiah
JEREMIAH 18:1-6 from the LORD...”

GOD DEALS WITH ISRAEL

The prophet, according to the Lord'sinstruction, took the staff called
Beauty and cut it asunder. Theinterpretation given by the Lord Himself
isthat it signifies the breaking of the covenant He had made with His
people (Zech 11:10). Theflock that waited “ knew that it wastheword
of the LORD” (Zech 11:11). And they gave him hisprice: “ thirty pieces
of silver” (Zech 11:12). Note: Thirty pieces of silver was the price of
compensation for aslave gored by an ox (Exod 21:32).

Then Zechariah cut asunder the other staff, Bands; signifying the
breaking of “ the brotherhood between Judah and Israel” (Zech 11:14).
Thismay refer to the divisionsthat arose among the Jewsin the Roman
period asthere were different schools of theol ogy. The Sadduceesand
the Pharisees were the main sects. There were also Zealots and non-
religious sects. These divisions were exploited by the Romans and
were easily defeated, and Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed in
AD 70.

God then commanded the prophet to take“ theinstruments of a foolish
shepherd” (Zech 11:15). He said that a shepherd shall beraised in the
land and “ shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the
young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth
still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in
pieces’ (Zech11:16).

Then, woe is pronounced against the “ idol shepherd that |eaveth the
flock” (Zech 11:17), who shall have to face the sword! The extent of
the grievous punishment that the “idol shepherd” deserved is
described in the same verse: “ ...the sword shall be upon hisarm, and
upon hisright eye: hisarm shall be clean dried up, and hisright eye
shall be utterly darkened.”

THOUGHT: In these prophecies, God reveals to us His faithfulness
and Hisall-knowing power.
PRAYER: Lord, may | trust in Thy promisesto theend of my life.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
ZECHARIAH 12:1-4 “ Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is
PSALM 54 with them that uphold my soul.”

JUDAH’S ULTIMATE VICTORY

The prophet now looked at the events|eading up to the second coming
of Christ. Jerusalemwascalled“ a cup of trembling” and “ a burdensome
stone” (Zech 12:2-3). Her governorsshall beactivein directing warfare.
TheLord shall saveand defend the city. The Holy Spirit shall be poured
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem. There shall be great mourning as
the houses of Israel are led to repentance.

The prophecy focuses on the nation of Israel in the period between the
first coming of Christ and the second coming. In the previous chapter
that focused on Lebanon, it was seen that the events taking place was
a fulfilment of what the prophet had foretold. The current prophecy
sees|srael residing inthe Promised Land again. Therewasto be another
dispersion and subsequent return to the holy land.

The message comes from the Creator of all things. Jerusalem is made
“acup of trembling” to all peopleround about. The cup in metaphoric
language means those who attack Jerusalem will stagger and fall.
Jerusalemisalso described as* a burdensomestone” for all people. All
that shall burden themselveswith it shall be cut in pieces, evenif it be
all the peopleof the earth that are gathered against the city. The events
described will take place after the return of the Jewsto Jerusalem, and
fit the time of the second coming of Christ.

Thehorseand therider (Zech 12:4) refer to warfare equipment anditis
the Lord who promises to smite these forces. Those who fight against
Israel will do so in vain because the hand of the Almighty will be
against them. The existence of Israel today has been clouded with
much controversy. And has led to many wars. As the situation stands,
itwill cometo aclimax asthe partiesin conflict are not relenting.

THOUGHT: Godistrueand His prophecieswill cometo pass.
PRAYER: Lord, | give Theetheglory worthy of Thy Name.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

ZECHARIAH 12:56 “As the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
PSALM 125 so the LORD is round about his people...”

THE BOLDNESS OF THE GOVERNORS OF JUDAH

The approach of the governors of Judah makes the city stand out.
They will bebold. They shall say that theinhabitants aretheir strength
and the Lord is their God. They will mobilise the people to put up a
defence and trust God to give them victory.

The description of the nature of the attack that will bewitnessed istold
by Zechariah in verse 6: “In that day will | make the governors of
Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire
in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the
right hand and on the | eft: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited againin
her own place, even in Jerusalem.” Zechariah added that the Lord
shall save the tents of Judah first and more. Reading this prophecy is
likereading thelatest history of modern Isragl. The nation hasremained
in astate of war all thistime. She hasfought many warsand won. It is
not by coincidence that these events are so. The Lord is bringing His
word to pass.

On the other hand, having established the state of Israel does not
mean the peopl e acknowl edge Jesus Christ asthe Messiah. There may
be a handful of Jewish Christians, but the majority and the official
stand reject the gospel of Christ. The Lord has allowed this to be so
because of reasons known only to Him. The restoration of Israel,
nevertheless, isalways guaranteed. Thecity of Jerusalem hasreligious
significance to the Jews, Christians and Muslims. As such, pilgrims
fromall over theworld streamtothiscity inlarge numbersat all seasons.
This has contributed much to the commerce of the land and also its
peace. Jerusalem is not just acity like all the others around the world.
Itisahistoric city kept inthe eye of God for the sake of His promises.

THOUGHT: God always seesthe end from the beginning.
PRAY ER: Lord, may Thy peace cometo Jerusalem, soon.
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LORD’SDAY, DECEMBER 14

ZECHARIAH 12:7-14 “ And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off
2CHRONICLES32:9-21 all the mighty men of valour...”

THE LORD SHALL ALWAYS BE THEIR STRENGTH

Regardless of the rejection of the Messiah, there is full assurance in
the text that the Lord will defend Jerusalem and the house of Judah.
Thefeeble among them shall be as David and the house of David shall
be as God and as the angel of the Lord before them (Zech 12:8). The
Lord will also destroy the nations that come against Jerusalem.

This prophecy was written many years after the Lord saved Judah
from the hand of the Assyrians. When Assyriawas at the zenith of her
power, she captured and enslaved many nationswith al impunity. The
Assyrians came close to the gates of Jerusalem. On the eve of the
intended invasion, scripture says that the angel of the Lord came and
smote the host of Assyria. Only the king survived and he returned to
hiscity only to bekilled by hisown sons. The Lord promised to destroy
any nation that would rise against Judah and the episode of Assyria
was afitting precedent.

Spiritual salvation shall also cometo Judah. Thereishopefor many in
Judah, for inthe end they will believethe Lord. The spirit of grace shall
be poured upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The same grace that
saved Paul on the Damascusroad will & so save them. The offer of God
is unconditional. The Lord, adding more to His assurance, said that
“they shall ook upon me whom they have pierced” (Zech 12:10b).
Thisprophecy refersto the crucifixion of Christ when asoldier pierced
His side. Their turning to Him is yet to come. When that spiritual
revival comes, it will be seen. The families of Israel will mourn in
repentance. Each will confess hissins.

God brings all things to pass not because the house of Judah is better
than others, but only because God's grace is bestowed upon her. He
makes them stand asvictorsin the battlefield. The Lord protects them
and leads them to repentance.

THOUGHT: Havel aready received the offer of God'sgrace?
PRAYER: Lord, may Thy grace be manifested in the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

ZECHARIAH 13:1-2 “ .. but for the elect’s sake, whom he hath
MARK 13:14-20 chosen, he hath shortened the days.”

ISRAEL’S REPENTANCE IN THE LAST DAYS

Zechariah saw, ahead of histime, thefirst advent of Christ and also His
second coming and accomplishments. The chronology of these events
isnot clear to acasual reader. However, a careful study will show the
direction of the prophet’s message. There is a huge gap between the
events seen by the prophet here, but in God'stimeit islike today and
tomorrow.

The repentance and acceptance of Israel were events that will take
place” inthat day” (Zech 13:1). A future tense was used to show that
itisafutureevent. Inthe sameverse, hesaid“ there shall beafountain
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for
sinand for uncleanness.” Thewater of afountainisused for cleansing.
The Messianic prophecies and the gospel will show that the only
effective power to remove sin isthe blood of Christ. The beneficiaries
in this context are the Jews. This prophecy pointsto afuture salvation
of Isradl.

Regardless of their rejection of Christ, God's time will come. This
prophecy agrees with other assertions in scripture that God’s chosen
peoplewill acknowledge Him. The LORD saidin Jeremiah 2:13, “ For
my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and hewed themout cisterns, broken cisterns,
that can hold no water.” As* the fountain of living waters,” He gives
life. In John 1:29, John the Baptist referred to Jesus asthe Lamb of God
which takes away the sins of theworld. Zechariah’s prophecy ascribed
to Him the same role. Paul said that in Him we have our redemption
through His blood, and forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
Hisgrace (Eph 1:7). Thework of Christ iswell defined and Zechariah
gave hope to Israel that He is the only one who can solve their sin
problem.

THOUGHT: “...this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” (Acts1:11)

PRAYER: Come, Lord Jesus!
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
ZECHARIAH 13:3-6 “ But take ye heed: behold, | have
MARK 13:22-23 foretold you all things.”

FALSE PROPHETS SHALL BE CUT OFF

God will cut off the names of idols, fal se prophets and unclean spirits.
These were thetool s of the enemies of God that made | srael go against
the Lord. The nation (save for afew who raised the banner of the Lord
on high) was amost in perpetual idolatry.

Parents shall curse their offspring who become false prophets and
shall thrust them out (Zech 13:3). They shall be ashamed and shall not
wear “ arough garment to deceive” (Zech 13:4). Thisisfalsereligion.
For the father and mother to deal with such false prophetsistaking a
courageous step. The false prophet would have wounds in his hands
caused by hisfriends (Zech 13:6).

Thedeparture of Israel from the Lord was aresult of the work of these
false prophets. Jesus attributed lies to Satan and called him the father
of lies for he was a deceiver from the beginning (John 8:44). Many
false prophets rose to oppose true prophets. The followers of thefalse
prophets also persecuted the prophets of God. It was mentioned that
Zechariah had a violent end. He died for his prophetic work. Thisis
not mentioned in thisbook but Jesus confirmed Zechariah’s martyrdom
(Matt 23:35). There was astrong general rejection of these servants of
God. However, the Lord used them to give hope to those who were
faithful. They did not have an easy time. John the Baptist, recognized
as aprophet, died one of the most degrading deaths. The prophets of
God faced many obstacles, but the Lord gave them victory. When
faced with difficulties, the false prophets, on the other hand, would
deny their calling: “ But he shall say, | am no prophet, | am an
husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth” (Zech
13:5). True prophets would not deny their calling as prophets, but
would speak out to substantiate their call and would speak for the
Lord. They would be faithful to God unto death.

THOUGHT: True prophetswill always speak for the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, change stumbling blocks in our way into stepping
stones.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17
ZECHARIAH 13:7-9 “For these things were done, that
JOHN 19:31-37 the scripture should be fulfilled...”

THE TRIBULATION OF THE SHEPHERD

A sword shall be brought upon God's shepherd and the man that isthe
Lord’sfellow (Zech 13:7). The“ shepherd” hereisnone other than the
Lord Jesus Christ. In John 10:33, the Jews accused Jesus of making
Himself equal with God although Hewasaman. “ ...Christ hath suffered
for usin the flesh...” (1 Pet 4:1), yet He was the Son of God. Isaiah
testified of Jesus in Isaiah 40:11, “ He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry themin
his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.” In
Hebrews 13:20, Jesus is called “ that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant.”

This*" shepherd” shall be subjected tothe* sword” (Zech 13:7),i.e.to
human violence. It shall “ smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be
scattered.” The Lord Jesus quoted thisvery verse when He was about
to be arrested (Mark 14:27). It was in reference to His disciples who
would flee each to his own way. Who knew that this would happen
literally four hundred plus years after Zechariah prophesied it? This
not only authenticated the claims of Christ, but also the divine origin
of God'swritten word. Jesus quoted freely and all was accurate. Heis
the Giver of the scriptures and none of Hiswords can ever belost. The
preservation of scriptureisadoctrine of the Bibleandit will remain for
ever.

Zechariah then moved his prophecy to an event further into the future:
the second coming of Christ. He said that two thirds of the population
shall die and there shall be aremnant according to the el ection of grace
(Zech 13:8). These shall go through fireand berefined assilver or gold
(Zech 13:9). Thisspeaksof their purity and the nature of that attainment.
They shall call upon the name of the Lord and He shall hear them. They
shall be His people, and He shall betheir God. God isalwaystruein all
that He reveals. Trust the Lord and you will be among the number of
those who will be saved.

THOUGHT: Thegospel of salvation must be preached to I srael.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor the gift of Christ.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

ZECHARIAH 14:1-5 “Which by his strength setteth fast the
PSALM 65:1-8 mountains; being girded with power.”

THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM

Zechariah here again spoke of “ the day of the LORD” (Zech 14:1), the
great day of the second coming of Christ. He spoke of the events that
will cometo pass around Jerusalem. It will begin with the siege of the
city, followed by supernatural events.

The Day of the Lord comes and spoils will be divided, implying
conquest. The Lord said that He will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle and these invaderswill takethe city (Zech 14:2). It
will be atime of pain and all the scenes of devastation of war will be
witnessed. Half of the city shall be captured and a number of people
shall survive. Thisisan event at the end of the age. When thishappens,
God will thenfight against all the nationsthat come against Jerusalem
(Zech 14:3).

Nations predict the outcome of war by their military might. However,
when the Lord isinvolved, no earthly army can match His power.

Thetiming of these eventsisimplied in Zechariah 14:4. At that time,
there will be some cosmic upheavals. Mount Olives “ shall cleavein
the midst thereof toward the east and towar d the west, and there shall
be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward
thenorth, and half of it toward the south.” Thevalley shall reach Azal
(somewhere south or east of Jerusalem). People shall flee because of
the upheaval. Zechariah compared their flight to that when there was
an earthquakein the days of King Uzziah (Zech 14:5).

The Great Rift Valley, which stretches from Isragl to the east coast of
southern Africa, is one physical feature which was formed in arecent
upheaval. Such real examples in history show that the prophecy of
Zechariahisnot farfetched. Thereason why it will comeisnot told but
there must be some significance in connection with the events during
thetime of Zechariah.

THOUGHT: GodistheLord of hosts.
PRAYER: Lord, may | always be confident of Thy power.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER19 “...for, behold, | create Jerusalem
ZECHARIAH 14:6-11 a rejoicing, and her people a joy.
ISAIAH 65:17-25 And | will rejoice in Jerusalem...”

JERUSALEM SHALL BE EXALTED

Thecity shall becomethe centre of activity and the prophet added that
that day shall not be clear or dark, but in the evening it shall be light
(Zech 14:6-7). The prophet also added that the living waters will flow
out of Jerusalem (Zech 14:8). Thiscould be afigure of speech referring
to Christ as the Living Water. The city will be a place full of life and
source of blessing.

In the calendar of the last days, this second coming of Christ will be
after the seven-year tribulation period. Christ will come and fight to
rescue Jerusalem and establish Hismillennial kingdom. Hewill be King
of the whole earth as stated in verse 9. He shall reign for a thousand
yearsastoldin Revelation 20:6. Thedetailsof lifeduring the millennium
show that there will be arestoration of the Eden experience for there
will be compl ete peace among the people. Therewill be sufficient supply
of food and other physical necessities. The animal kingdom also will
be at peace, for none will hunt another. Isaiah said that “ ...the lion
shall eat straw likethe bullock...” (1sa65:25). It will beaperfect reign
as Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit during that one thousand
years (Rev 20:3). The piecing together of references on the last days
shows awonderful world never seen before.

The city shall be favourable for habitation. The vision of the prophet
added that the land from Gebato Rimmon south of Jerusalem shall be
turned to plain (Zech 14:10). The other places around it will also be
dwelling places and therewill be no more destruction. Jerusalem itself
will be safely inhabited (Zech 14:11). The chief element in all these
thingsis God Himself.

THOUGHT: “...They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain, saiththe LORD” (Isa65:25).
PRAY ER: Lord, may al know Thy greatness, even today.
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 20 “...for there they blessed the LORD:
ZECHARIAH 14:12-14  therefore the name of the same place was called,
REVELATION 13:1-8 The valley of Berachah...”

THE NATURE OF THE PLAGUE UPON NATIONS

In the aftermath of war against Jerusalem and the cosmic upheavals
witnessed, the Lord shall take charge and set up Hiskingdom on earth.

The nations that fought against Jerusalem shall be punished with a
plague (Zech 14:12). The plague will be deadly such that the enemies’

flesh shall consume away while they stand. Their eyes and tongues
will also be consumed likewise. Suchisthe supernatural power of God.
Zechariah also added that there shall be agreat tumult among them so
that they shall fight against each other (Zech 14:13). In this battle,
Judah shall fight at Jerusalem and gather the wealth of its enemies
(Zech 14:14). Thismoveispart of war strategy. The enemy isweakened
when their resourcesthat could be used for war aretaken away. Hence,

the enemy cannot use money to purchase war equipment or sustain its
soldiers, or finance other activities that may contribute to its success
inwar.

The promise to Judah is that it will be given the upper hand over its
enemies. Zechariah prophesied the victory of Judah over itsenemies.
Itisthe Lord who will give Judah victory. Thisisthe battle that will be
fought at the second coming of Christ. It will bethe climatic battlein an
attempt by nations to dominate Jerusalem. According to Revelation
13:1-8, it will be the Antichrist who will try to dominate the earth. As
much as heis an imitator of Christ, he will try to take over Jerusalem
and dominate the Jews and al nations of the earth. He will use many
nations under his dominion to wage this war but Zechariah shows
here that the Antichrist will have no chance of winning. The Lord is
going to fight against them and give victory to Judah.

THOUGHT: Faithisthevictory that overcomestheworld.
PRAYER: Lord, grant mevictory in my spiritual battles.
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LORD’ SDAY, DECEMBER 21
ZECHARIAH 14:15-21 “For the nation and kingdom that will
ISAIAH 60:12 not serve thee shall perish...”

THE EXTENT OF THE PLAGUE UPON NATIONS

The plague will also extend to domestic animals. The horse, the mule,
the camel, the ass and all the beasts that they keep shall be affected
(Zech 14:15). These are part of the enemies’ resources that can be
used (both for food and transportation) in war. When these are
weakened or destroyed, the power of these enemy nations will be
greatly weakened.

Ordinarily, there are times when epidemics come upon both men and
beasts. In modern days, the health service providersare ableto contain
such epidemics. However, when it is an act of God, all such services
will be rendered helpless. It is gratifying to know that even the
insurance providers recognize that there are acts of God. These acts
of God are listed together with wars as losses which the insurance
providerswill not compensate. The plague that God shall bring upon
those nations shall be devastating.

Zechariah 14:17 says that those who will not worship the King, the
LORD of hosts, in Jerusalem and to keep the feast of tabernacleswill
havenorain. Onenation (aperennial enemy of Israel) that ismentioned
isEgypt (Zech 14:18). It will also be smitten with the plague. The Lord
will also smite all the heathen nations that will not come to keep that
feast (Zech 14:19).

Zechariah's prophecy isof atimewhen all nationswill havereceived
the Word of God. If it was the time when the Lord dealt with Israel
only, these nations would not have the obligation to keep that feast.
They are now required to believe and do what God commands. Every
continent of the world would have the good news. Evangelism would
have been very intense and reached every place. Death is the
condemnation that they will faceif they do not take heed (Zech 14:18-
19).

THOUGHT: Rejection of the Lord issin and death.
PRAYER: Lord, keep mefaithful at al times.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
ZECHARIAH 14:20-21
REVELATION 22:12-21 “Behold, | come quickly...”

THE THEME: CHRIST'S RULE

The bells of the horses shall bear the identification of the priest:
“HOLINESSUNTO THELORD” (Zech 14:20). In Exodus 28:36-37, this
was the inscription that was written on a golden plate on Aaron’s
mitre. Thisand other priestly garments set him aside for the service of
God's house.

Jesus Christ isthe great High Priest and the writing of thisinscription
will be the theme of Hisrule. Zechariah used thisfamiliar expression
because his audience fully understood what it meant. The pots of
Jerusalem shall belikethebowlsof theatar and every pot in Jerusalem
and Judah shall be holinessto the Lord (Zech 14:21). Therewill be no
difference between the sanctified vessel s used in the temple and those
for common use.

The focus here is not so much on these vessels but on the peopl e that
use them. Thus, every heart will be consecrated to the Lord and
everything the people use is holy. This is qualified by the statement
that “ ...there shall be no morethe Canaanite...” (Zech 14:21). Thisis
not referring to Canaanites in the flesh, but to those who are not born
again. All who dwell in Jerusalem then will be those who have been
washed by the blood of the Lamb. Thiswill be regardless of the race
they belong tointheflesh. It will beagloriousfellowship and an echo
of heaven itself. The Messiah has come and He saves people of all
nations and sanctifies them to Himself. Those who have heard the
gospel must take heed to His call and be part of His heritage.

Zechariah spoke in plain speech. The plagues, the feast of the
tabernacles, the identification of the priest, and the reference to
Canaanites, al appeal to historical landmarks that were familiar with
his audience. The focus of this prophecy is far beyond what his
audienceknew. Let uswait with great expectation for the second coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THOUGHT: Christ will reign on earth for athousand years.
PRAYER: “ ...Even so, come, Lord Jesus’ (Rev 22:20).
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23 “So then it is not of him that willeth,
MALACHI 1:1-5 nor of him that runneth,
ROMANS9:12-16 but of God that sheweth mercy.”

MALACHI AND HIS OPENING MESSAGE

Malachi (meaning “my messenger”) was a prophet in the days of
Nehemiah. Malachi addressed the same problems that Nehemiah
encountered. Hewas aprophet in about 430 BC, acentury after Haggai
and Zechariah. He was the last of the Old Testament prophets. After
the time of Malachi, the Lord was silent for four hundred years.

Malachi directed his message to the post-exilic community, a people
plagued with corrupt priests and wicked practices, and who were hard-
hearted. He used the question-and-answer method to probe into the
practices that were prevalent in the nation.

The “burden of the word of the LORD to Israel” (Mal 1:1) is an
expression of what the Lord had against Israel. God's love for the
nation of Israel is expressed in the love that He had for Jacob. Thisis
love by election, not condition. Jacob and Esau were twins and the
Lord chose Jacob, the younger of the two. In the same way, the Lord
also gave privilege to the house of Judah. Thisis an expression of the
sovereignty of God. He hastheright to do as He wills.

The house of Esau grew to become the people of Edom. They also
faced the samefate as Judah under the Babylonians. They werelooking
forward to return and rebuild their desolate places but God overruled
their effort. He would overthrow because they were a people against
whom the Lord had indignation. When this comes, they will magnify
thenameof theLordinIsrael. The Lord made mention of Edom and her
fate so as to teach Judah a lesson. He wanted them to see His hand
working in their midst. The privilege that Judah had was by the
sovereign will of God and never based on any merit on their part. The
preservation of Judah at this time also had a higher purpose; the
prophecies of the Messiah will be fulfilled through her.

THOUGHT: God loved Judah and extended Hisfavour to her freely.
PRAYER: | thank Thee, Lord, for extending the assurance of Thy saving
graceto me.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 “ And whosoever offereth a sacrifice
MALACHI 1.6-10 of peace offerings unto the LORD...
LEVITICUS22:17-25 it shall be perfect to be accepted...”

THE POLLUTION BY THE PRIESTS

In Malachi 1:6, the priests were asked to honour the Lord as sons
honoured their parents and servants honoured their masters. The Lord
asked them that if He were their Father, then where was their honour
for Him? Or if Heweretheir master, wherewastheir fear? The priests
had devel oped a negative attitude and despised the name of the Lord.

The Mosaic Law had given specific guidelines on the offering of
sacrifices at the temple. The priests did not obeyed the Law, but went
their own way. They offered polluted bread upon the altar (Mal 1:7).
Thiswas asacrilegethat the Lord could not tol erate. He rebuked them
by the mouth of Malachi. It was not an act that could be ignored or
allowed to continue. The quality of the offerings of these priests spoke
much of the disposition of their hearts before the Lord.

The Lord took great notice of what they did and expressed His
displeasure over their lack of respect for Him. They offered the blind
and the lame for sacrifices, the base animals that they would not offer
totheir governor (Mal 1:8). They showed more honour to their earthly
ruler than to the Lord. Malachi made this comparison to show them the
Lord’s displeasure with their actions. He put the question of the Lord
to them: “ ...will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person?”
They were serving the Lord out of formality. Their serious religious
offence went together with other practices touching on their moral,
social and material attitude.

The peopleasked for God'sfavour but were not doing their part. Malachi
againtold them that the L ord will not accept them. They only pretended
to serve Him. They would not shut the doors for nothing or kindle a
fireonthealtar for nothing (Mal 1:10). Thismeansthat they would not
do God'swork for nothing in return.

THOUGHT: Godisholy. Due honour must be givento Him.
PRAYER: Lord, “ Hallowed be Thy name.”
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25

MALACHI 1:10-14 “ Nevertheless for thy great mercies sake
NEHEMIAH 9:31-38 thou didst not utterly consume them...”

GOD’S RESPONSE TO THE SACRILEGE

The Lord affirmed that He had no pleasure in them and would not
accept their empty sacrifices(Mal 1:10). God isgreat and worthy of the
best. He said, “ For from the rising of the sun even unto the going
down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in
every placeincense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering:
for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of
hosts” (Mal 1:11). The Lord said thisto highlight the transgression of
Judah.

Believersin Christ must not give lip service to the Lord. They must
givetheir al to Him. Isragl had polluted thetable of theLord (Mal 1:12).
Every priest was aware of what the prophet meant. Jesus used the
story of David eating the showbread which was not lawful for anyone
to eat except the priests, but the Lord allowed this noting that it was a
case of ahigher law overriding alower law. It was an act of desperation
in an emergency and such necessity isunderstood. In the case of King
Uzziah, it wasanintentional violation of thelaw. The priestssaid no to
hisburning of incense (2 Chron 26:16-19). When he persisted, the Lord
struck him with leprosy. The priests in the days of Malachi did not
check their actions asthey profaned the worship of the Lord. TheLord
will not accept their sacrifices(Mal 1:13).

In Malachi 1:14, we see that the Lord had blessed these people with
flocks and they could have chosen the best to offer to the Lord. But
they did not. Such deceivers were thus cursed.

History was repeating itself. It was then more than a century since
they returned from exile. The new generation quickly returned to the
sins of their fathers. The Lord did not cease to admonish Judah to
return to Him. Do we observe this even today? God's people must
alwaysgive Him due honour. Do not let familiarity breed contempt.

THOUGHT: God isawaysworthy of trueworship.
PRAYER: Lord, may | remain faithful to Theeto theend.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 “But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt
MALACHI 2 not hearken unto the voice of the LORD...
DEUTERONOMY 28:15 that all these curses shall come upon thee...

MALACHI REBUKES THE PRIESTS OF JUDAH

The conduct of the priests in Judah was treacherous, abominable and
outright rebellion against the Law of God. The Lord directed amessage
of rebuke to them through Malachi. The Lord reminded them of their
duty and His covenant, but repentance was not in sight. Hisillustration
of themarriage covenant (Mal 2:11, 14) brought home the message and
His judgment stands.

In Malachi 2:2, the priests were asked to hear and lay it to their hearts
and give glory to His name. This exhortation was gentle and firm. It
was supposed to awaken them to seek and servethe Lord in Hisway.
But they had to be threatened with a curse because they did not lay
the words of the Lord to their hearts. They would be reproved and
shamed for their deeds and their seed would be brought to ruin (Mal
2:3). The humiliation prepared for them was meant to bring them back
to their senses and back to the Lord.

All the priestsin I srael were from the house of Levi. The covenant of
God with Levi was a solemn agreement (Mal 2:5). Any breach of it
would lead to serious consequences. Danger came with the priests
acting in atreacherous manner. They wereturned into false priestsand
their deception extended to those whom they were supposed to serve.
It became amockery to God’s nameto professto represent Him and yet
the heart wasloyal to another god (Mal 2:11).

The covenant initsoriginal purposewasfor life, peace and the fear of
the Lord (Mal 2:5). The Lord used strong language to address the
priests because they were repeating the sins of their fathers (Mal 2:8-
9).

THOUGHT: Failuretolearnleadsto rebellion against God.
PRAYER: Lord, may | learn quickly from Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER27 “ At that time the LORD separated

MALACHI 2:1-10 the tribe of Levi...to stand before
DEUTERONOMY 10:8 the LORD to minister unto him...”

GOD’S EXPECTATION OF THE PRIESTS

The build-up of the priests' rebellion subsequently led to other
consequences. They rejected the Messiah when He came. Their
responsefell below God's expectation.

Thetribe of Levi was separated to stand before the Lord to minister to
Him and bless Hisname. The confirmation of this covenant isrecorded
in Numbers 17, when the Lord told M osesto ask each tribe of Israel to
bring arod with the name of their leader. Aaron represented the tribe of
Levi and his name was written on the rod. Moses laid the rods in the
tabernacle of witness. Aaron’s rod miraculously budded and brought
forth buds, blossomed, and yielded almonds. That rod was kept in the
holy placefor atestimony. Thiswas part of the covenant that confirmed
the house of Levi for the holy service.

In Malachi 2:6, the Lord said of Levi, “ The law of truth was in his
mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in
peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.”

The priestsat Malachi’stime were expected to follow the path of Levi
in keeping knowledge and seeking the law. The sad fact hereisthat the
descendants of Levi were not loyal to that covenant. They departed
from the way and caused many to stumble (Mal 2:8). They were made
contemptible and base for not keeping the Law (Mal 2:9).

Theofficeof apriest wasaprivilege and honour. However, these priests
made it the opposite of what it should be. Malachi’ swords were meant
to show them their guilt, but they did not listen. He appealed to them to
see the reality of the situation and to come to their senses: “ Have we
not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal
treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the
covenant of our fathers?” (Mal 2:10).

THOUGHT: Rebellionisasin that bringsdeath.
PRAYER: Lord, may | always pursue obedienceto Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, DECEMBER 28 “The hireling fleeth,
MALACHI 2:11-17 because he is an hireling,
JOHN 10:8-18 and careth not for the sheep.”

THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED THE PRIESTS

Nehemiah, the “ governor” (Mal 1:8) during Malachi’s time, had the
authority to implement corrective measures. And these carried some
weight. The prophet Malachi, on the other hand, could only speak.
And those who chose to listen to him and obey would be saved.

Since the rebellious priests were the leaders of the people, nothing
good could be expected of the general population. The people aso
profaned the covenant of the Lord and committed abomination. Their
sin stood out and the Lord said that those who commit abominations
will be” cut off” (Mal 2:12), i.e. they will die. Thewagesof sinisalways
death; thisis God’sjustice. His grace stands out clearer as He did not
execute Hisjudgment quickly. The direction that Judah chose wasthe
way of sorrow. The Lord would not receivetheir offering (Mal 2:13).

The situation in Judah is a lesson for the church today. Pastors must
know the responsibilities of their calling and remain faithful. Itis sad
that thisis not always the case. It is always easy to follow the broad
way. Today, interests have shifted from salvation of soulsto self-glory
and the love of money. The flock remains neglected as they are fed
with the diluted gospel and man’s philosophy, and they remain
spiritually weak.

Malachi gave awarning on the importance of faithfulnessin marriage
and to the Lord (Mal 2:14) to stress his point. While marriage is used
here asan illustration, it still asserts the importance of thisinstitution
of society. It needsto be sustained by faithfulness with the knowledge
that it was established by a covenant. Although Judah wearied the
Lordwiththeir words(Mal 2:17) and intheir actions by misrepresenting
Him, Hisjudgment till stands. Thepriests' negligenceled to the spiritual
death of Judah. Today’s pastors and church leaders must be diligentin
their ministry.

THOUGHT: The flock must be watchful not to follow abominable
|leaders. Follow Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, constantly remind meto befaithful.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 29 “Then brought all Judah

MALACHI 3:1-12 the tithe of the corn and the new wine
NEHEMIAH 13:10-14 and the oil unto the treasuries.”

GOD’S MESSENGER AND
THE NEED OF GIVING TITHES

God promised a special messenger who would come to prepare the
way before Him. Hewould be the next prophet after Malachi. Hewould
deal with Israel in a significant way and would judge the sins of the
nation. They were to cease robbing God and give their tithes and
offerings, and they would see the salvation of the Lord.

John the Baptist, recognized as a prophet, belonged to the New
Testament era. He was the one who introduced Christ to the world, as
prophesied here. John's father, filled with the Holy Spirit, said, “ And
thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt
go before the face of the Lord to prepare hisways’ (Luke 1:76).

This was the special prophet who was to come. The Jewish religious
leaders who rejected him could not confirm who he was. However,
John spoke to them boldly and called them “ generation of vipers’
(Luke3:7). Heurged them to repent and bear fruitsworthy of salvation.
When Jesus came, He al so submitted to John’s baptism. Jesus was not
a sinner but, in His own words, He had “ to fulfil all righteousness’
(Matt 3:15). John the Baptist took the opportunity to introduce Jesus
to hisdisciples. He spoke highly of Jesus. Asaresult, many who heard
John the Baptist became the disciples of Jesus.

God does not change and therefore the sons of Jacob would not be
consumed (Mal 3:6). They needed to adhere to God's ordinances by
maintaining the house of the Lord and supporting the priests who
served there. Thiswas the purpose of giving tithes and offerings, but
Judah had ignored thisrequirement. God instructed them to fulfil their
duty of giving tithes, and He promised abundant blessings (Mal 3:10).
Itisnot only Judah that had to give but all believershavethat obligation
in every generation. God promised that He would preserve the crops
in the land so that there would be good yield. All nations shall then
recognise the blessings of the Lord (Mal 3:12).

THOUGHT: Theinstruction to give shows God's care.
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto give my tithesand offeringsfaithfully.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER30 . The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly

MALACHI 3:13-18 out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust
2PETER2:3-10 unto the day of judgment to be punished.”

GOD ADMONISHES JUDAH

TheLord gave an account of the spiritual condition of Judah. He spoke
of the wickedness that was manifested in their words against the Lord
(Mal 3:13). They were tired of keeping His ordinances. Those that
feared the Lord, however, had their place before Him and He promised
to reward them by making them His special treasure.

The Lord declared that the words of Judah were against Him. They had
taken His favour on them for granted and they saw no obligation to
obey Him. They were even ignorant of what they had said. Thiswasno
reason for them to act the way they did. It demonstrated their neglect
of the order that the Lord had given to their nation. Their leaders were
to blame. None of them was entirely without any knowledge of God.
Judah despised the service of the Lord, considering it asvain and that
it was unprofitableto keep God's ordinances. They took it asaburden,
not ablessing. Thismadethem losetheir moral direction asthey sought
their own ways to satisfy their ego. Worldliness breeds this kind of
attitudein the hearts of many who do not fear the Lord. Their punishment
will beworsethan that of Sodom and Gomorrah.

They that feared the Lord came together in fellowship and spoke to
one another in promoting righteousness (Mal 3:16). Malachi said that
the Lord hearkened and heard them, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him. The Lord recognised them and listened to them.

Bible history isatestimony of ajust God. These were encouragements
that Malachi used to show the few in Judah who loved the Lord that
they must presson. The Lord said that He would spare them in the day
when He makes up His special treasure. They that feared God also
would make adifference. They would serve God while those who did
not fear God would not serve Him. There will always be people who
work contrary to God'sdirective, and violate Hisrevealed will.

THOUGHT: TheLord swill isclear. Wheredo | stand?
PRAY ER: Lord, may | stand with thosewho fear Thee.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 “ And, behold, | come quickly; and my

MALACHI 4 reward is with me, to give every man
REVELATION 22:12-15 according as his work shall be.”

THE DAY OF THE LORD

The Old Testament comes to an end and the prophet spoke of the day
of the Lord. Thisis the day of the last judgment. Thisis still in the
future. The destinies of those who fear the Lord and those who do not
fear are stated in Malachi 4. Thereisacall to Israel to remember the
Law of Moseswhich was delivered in Horeb.

Another prophet in the spirit of Elijah would come before the day of
the Lord. Hewill causethe children and the fathersto turn to the L ord,
or the Lord will come and smitethe earth with acurse. That day shall be
aday of great torment asexpressedinverse 1. Prideand all wickedness
areincompatible with godly character. They are sins. The comparison
with stubble means they will be reduced to nothing.

On the contrary, those who feared the Lord shall have a deserved
blessing. The Sun of righteousness that shall shinewith healingin his
wings could be descriptive of the saving work of Christ. They areaso
compared with the calves that shall grow in the stall. They shall have
power over the wicked.

Israel iscalled upon to remember the Law of Moses. The relationship
between Israel and the Lord could not be complete without His Law.
The context showsthat there was ageneral neglect of the Word of God
among His chosen people.

The focus now turns to what the Lord has for Israel at the end of the
age. God will render assistancein preparation for that day. Hewill send
Elijah beforethe coming of that dreadful day. Theforerunner of Christ
in Hisfirst advent had the same characteristicsas Elijah. The Lord will
show great wondersin hisministry. Malachi 4 saysthat hewill turnthe
hearts of the fathersto the children and the children to the fathers. The
preparation for that day is necessary for everyone.

THOUGHT: ItisalwayssafetobeonthelLord’'sside.
PRAYER: Lord, let meawaysbeonThy side.

93



94



To: The RPG Ministr
Calvary Pandan B-P Church

201 Pandan Gardens, Singapore 609 337
Tel: (65)-6560 1111 Fax: (65)-6561 1861 Email: rpg@calvarypandan.sg

Read Pray Grow (RPG) is a Daily Devotional Guide published and distributed
quarterly free-of-charge by Tabernacle Books. If you have been blessed by this
Devotional Guide, you may wish to subscribe to it for yourself or for your loved ones
and friends by filling in the form below.

1. Please send me: (Maximum 2 years)
__ yearsof ____ copies per issue of RPG
_ yearsof ____ copies per issue of Teenz RPG
__ yearsof ____ copies per issue of Junior RPG

years of copies per issue of Chinese RPG

starting from month: JAN /APR/JUL/OCT (year)
2. Name: (Dr/Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Mdm/Ms)

Address:

Country: Postal Code:

Tel no.: (H/0) (Mobile)

Email (Important for receipt & renewal):

Postage &3 handling cost for 4 issues per year

No. of copies | Singapore | Malaysia/Brunei | Asia Other Countries

per 1ssue Local Mail Airmail Airmail Surface Mail Airmail

1 copy $86.00 §$8.00 §815.00 588.00 §$20.00
2 copies 8§87.00 §812.00 §823.00 §812.00 §831.00
5 copies §810.00 §823.00 $§850.00 8§824.00 $§867.00
10 copies $815.00 $$40.00 §$93.00 $$40.00 §$130.00

Lowe Gift: The RPG Ministry welcomes love gifts from readers to help meet the cost of
publishing and distribution. The ministry also sends these devotional guides to readers in
poor countries. Hence, your generous support is much needed and greatly appreciated.

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)

Enclosed is my love gift of

Please make all love gifts payable to: Calvary B-P Church (Tabernacle Books)
International donors please send love gifts by Bank Draft in Singapore Dollars drawn on
a Singapore Bank.

Name / Signature
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