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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1

HOSEA1 “Yet | have left me seven thousand in Israel,
1KINGS19:15-18 all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal”

A PROPHET’S LIFE AS A PICTURE OF ISRAEL

The name Hosea means “ salvation” (Joshua and Jesus have the same
meaning). Hoseawas aprophet in the northern kingdom of I srael when
the nation had grown and prospered externally. However internaly,
moral corruption and spiritual adultery thrived. God instructed Hosea
to marry aharlot woman Gomer as an accurate but tragic dramatization
of the unfaithfulness of the people of Israel. God abhorsthe sinsof His
people and judgment is certain.

Hoseathe Prophet: Heisintroduced asthe son of Beeri, but histribeis
not mentioned, and his name is not mentioned anywhere else in the
Bible. Heisthewriter of the book of Hosea. The time of his prophecy
isindicated by the mention of thefour kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz and Hezekiah. It was aso in the days of Jeroboam Il (Joash’s
son) king of Israel. Chroniclers showed that thiswas a period of about
forty years between 739-700 BC. Hoseawas a contemporary of Amos,
Micah and Isaiah who were prophets in Judah.

Hoseawas called to prophesy against the institutionalized idolatry of
Israel. Hisfamily became apicture of thistransgression. The departure
of Israel from the Lord began when Jeroboam | (the first king of the
divided kingdom) madeidolsof golden calf in Dan and Bethel. Palitical
interests motivated him to set up those idols and he made the people
believe that they were the same as the God that Israel worshipped in
Jerusalem. He did not want the people of his nation to go to Judah, so
he provided them with what they thought was a convenient alternative.
ThisbecameasininIsrael and every king that came after him followed
his path. Theevil that they did was measured by the sins of Jeroboam.
There were some who did worse and others better, but none of them
departed from theidolatry of Jeroboam. The Lord sent many prophets
to reprove them but they failed to listen. The whole nation was given
to that way. However, there were afew individualswho werefaithful to
the Lord.

THOUGHT: AmI oneof thefew who arefaithful ?
PRAYER: Lord, may | worship Thee, and Theeonly.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 2

HOSEA 1 “ ... | (the Lord) will avenge the blood
EXODUS20:2-3 of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu ...

HOSEA’S FAMILY AS A SYMBOL OF ISRAEL’S
UNFAITHFULNESS (1)

The Lord determined to punish the nation for their transgression; and
Hoseawas sent to warn them so that they may turnto the Lord. Hewas
told to convey God's message in aunique way. Thisisthe message of
the Lord to Hosea, “ Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and
children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom,
departing fromthe LORD” (Hosea 1:2). Thiswasasurprising command,
but it came from the L ord and the prophet had to obey. Hetook Gomer,
thedaughter of Diblaim. Ordinarily, for aman of God to entangle himself
with such awoman would have been a tragedy, but God is sovereign
and no man can question Him.

The picturedid not stop with the wife but was extended to the children
who were born out of that marriage. Thus, the first child was named
Jezredl asthe Lord commanded. The message wasthat the Lord would
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu. He would cause
to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. Jehu becameking of Israel
by God's appointment. Elijah wastold to go and anoint him to beking
(re: 1Kings 19:16). Thiswas del egated to Elishaand carried out by one
of the sons of the prophets commissioned by Elisha. Jehu was used of
the Lord to destroy the house of Ahab for introducing Baal worship to
Israel, and he assumed the throne (re: 2 Kings 9:1-10). However, likeall
the kings of the northern kingdom, Jehu did not depart from the sins of
Jeroboam (i.e. idol worship). He served the Lord outwardly and was
given to occupy the throne of Israel for only four generations. The
vengeance of the house of Jehu came as part of the picturein Hosea's
family and that first child was named Jezree!.

THOUGHT: Do not provokethe L ord to anger.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not depart from Thy statutes.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 3

HOSEA 1 “I will no more have mercy
2KINGS17:1-10 upon the house of Israel ...”

HOSEA'S FAMILY AS A SYMBOL OF ISRAEL’S
UNFAITHFULNESS (2)

The second child that was born to Hosea and Gomer was a daughter
who was named L o-ruhamah. The message from this name was, “ ...
And God said unto him, Call her name Loruhamah: for | will no more
have mercy upon the house of Israel; but | will utterly take them
away” (Hosea 1.6). Thiswas a prediction of the captivity that wasto
befall Israel when all the ten tribes under Samaria were taken captive
by Assyria. It happened during the lifetime of Hosea. It is not known
what happened to the prophet at that time. He might have been taken
to Assyria or he might have taken refuge in Judah. However, the
meaning of the name of Hosea's daughter came to be fulfilled. The
picture depicted by Hosea'sfamily was crystal clear.

Thethird child that was born to Hoseawas a son and the Lord told him
to name him Lo-ammi. The meaning of thisnamewas: you are not my
people. Israel was disowned by the Lord. Thiswas the fate that befell
Samaria. They lost that special relationship with God.

Lastly, Hosea's relationship with Gomer portrays God's faithful ness,
justice, love and forgiveness towards His people. As the ministry of
the prophet continued, the picture that the Lord wanted to show
through hislife became clearer. It may appear humiliating for Hoseato
be used to portray thetransgressionsof Israel, but God who commanded
thisis sovereign and what He does is best for His people.

(Note: Much of the background information and comments here are
from “Notes on Hosea” in The King James Open Bible.)

THOUGHT: The decrees of God are His ETERNAL PURPOSE,
according to the counsel of Hiswill, whereby for His own glory, He
hath fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.

PRAYER: Lord, may | besubmissiveto Thy will.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

PSALM 17:15 “...I shall be satisfied,
1JOHN 3:1-2 when | awake, with thy likeness.”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

The old year has been a year of experiencing Thy goodness. Many
timeswe did not know what to do, and we cried to Thee and waited on
Thee, that we may submit to Thee. Asour faithful, loving Father, Thou
directed, guided and brought us out of our quagmires. Most of all,
Thou blessed and brought success. Our gratitude and thanks to Thee
for what Thou hast done for us must surely go beyond our lips.

May the past year’s experiences of Thy love and care drive our hearts
heavenward, to Thy abode, that we may not be satisfied with just Thy
blessings on our lives on earth. But may weyearn to be with Thee, the
Onewho lovesus, in Beulah Land. May we say with the psalmist“ ...l
shall be satisfied, when | awake, with thy likeness’ (Ps 17:15), nothing
less. Our hearts’ satisfaction must not be found in anything on earth,
not earthly health and wealth, not self, not even Thy blessings on our
earthly labour and activities, although we are and must be grateful and
thankful to Thee for these. The satisfaction we know on thisearthisa
far cry from the satisfaction that wewill experience when we* awake”
in Thy likeness. “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, ... we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him...” (1 John 3:2).
Multiply the satisfaction experienced in this world a thousand-fold
and wewill still be far from the satisfaction, the ultimate satisfaction,
Thou mentionedin Psalm 17:15.

Asthenew year unfolds, may our eyesnot linger onthe dazzling lights
of thisworld, but re-focus our spiritual lensesand help usto seefarther
afield, upwards, to the place where our Great Satisfier is, and move our
hearts to long for that instead. May the new year be a year when our
hearts will no longer be gripped by the things of this world or by our
sinful, selfish selves, but may we learn to say: “| shall be satisfied,
(TRULY satisfied) when | awake, with (my Lord's) likeness’” (Ps17:15).
In the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THOUGHT: Wheredo | look for satisfaction?
PRAY ER: Turn my eyes upward to Thee, O Lord, that the things of
this earth may grow strangely dim.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 5
HOSEA 1 “The LORD of hosts is with us;
GALATIANS3:5-10 the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

THE PROMISE OF A FUTURE RESTORATION

The prophetic symbol of the name of Hosea's third child shows that
the nation would not beidentified with the God of Israel. However the
message in Hosea 1:10 says,

“ Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the
sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to
pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my
people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living
God.”

This seems to contradict what had been affirmed, but this is not the
case. In the last two verses, the prophet cast his eyes far beyond the
history of Israel. Helooked at all the sons of the Living God. Themain
reason why the Lord had chosen the house of |srael wasthat He might
send a Redeemer who would lead the way in bringing reconciliation
between thissinful world and God the Father. Jesus Christ isalwaysin
the picture of the prophet’s messages. Here, Jesus is identified as the
Head of both Israel and Judah. The Messiah was born out of this
nation. However His redemptive work goes beyond that nation. The
people of all nations are adopted into God's family by faith and are
called the children of Abraham by faith. Hosea thus saw the salvation
of God's elect in the second coming of Christ.

God isfaithful and Hismoral standards never change, He will always
punish sin. He also hasmercy and isgraciousto Hiswayward children.
He will restore those who humble themselves before Him and make a
way for them to bereconciled to Him. As Christ isthe ultimate hope, | et
us trust Him for our salvation.

THOUGHT: Christidentifieswith our plight and Hiswork of redemption
comes to people of all nations.

PRAYER: “Let all thosethat seek theerejoiceand begladinthee...”
(Ps40:16)




MONDAY, JANUARY 6

HOSEA2 “God is our refuge and strength,
EXODUS20:4-6 a very present help in trouble.”

THE APPLICATION OF HOSEA'S FAMILY
TO ISRAEL (1)

Hosea was called to address the conditions in Israel, and his family
became a picture of the events that were taking place. The dramasin
hislifewerevisual and audible messagesto the nation. The Lord now
applies this drama to the people of Israel in their spiritual adultery.
There will be judgment and more consequences of that violation.
Regardless of all thesetransgressions, God isfaithful and Hewill show
mercy to His people. Thus, He made a promise of restoration and more
blessings.

Israel’s spiritual adultery: The character of Gomer disqualified her asa
worthy wife of Hosea. She had to put away her whoredom out of her
sight. If she persisted, she would face consequences. She would be
made awildernessand set like adry land and would be slain with thirst.
These figures of speech were calamities coming as they continued to
reject God and gave allegiance to idols, man-made gods which were
not godsat all but were simply carvings of stone or wood. This practice
isexpressly forbidden in God’s commandments. However, because of
the rebellious manner that the nation had adopted, they went against
the Law of God with all impunity. This character wasthus depictedin
thelife of Hosea swife.

The punishment of Israel cameinthelifetime of Hosea. War isalways
God'srod of chastisement. The sword of the Assyrian king was used
to wage war against Israel. They were led to go and do what they did
not wish, their freedom was limited and they lacked basic needs.
Whenever they had to move, they were herded around like goats. This
robbed them of their dignity, but they were the cause of this
chastisement. They were in the dry land and were slain with thirst.

THOUGHT: “ The Lord knoweth how to...reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished.” (2 Pet 2:9)
PRAYER: May | praise Thee according to Thy righteousness.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

HOSEA 2 “ Every good gift and every
EXODUS20:4-6 perfect gift is from above...”

THE APPLICATION OF HOSEA'S FAMILY
TO ISRAEL (2)

The children of Gomer were also to suffer because of her whoredom.
They would receive no mercy because they were children of whoredom.
In such circumstances, it is not easy to separate her children from the
character of their mother. Keil and Delitzsch had thisto say:

“The children are the members of the nation, and are called * sons of
whoredom,” not merely on account of their origin as begotten in
whoredom, but also because they inherit the nature and conduct of
their mother. The fact that the children are specially mentioned after
and along with the mother, when in reality mother and children are one,
serves to give greater keenness to the threat, and guards against that
carnal security, in which individuals imagine that, inasmuch as they
arefreefrom the sin and guilt of the nation asawhole, they will also be
exempted from the threatened punishment.”

It is important for people caught in such circumstances to look for a
means of overcoming by the grace of God. This was one reason why
Hosea was sent to Israel.

The judgment of God: Gomer’s way was wedged with thorns so that
she was stranded. She was not able to get around. Her companions
forsook her and she thought of coming back to her husband. Israel
would be put in adifficult path and they would remember that God was
a Guide and Shield to their fathers. The Lord had given them good
supplies of worldly goods but they gave them to Baal. Since they did
not honour God, then Hewoul d take away from them those provisions.
When the people were made captives, they lost everything they had.
God'srod of chastisement can be very painful.

THOUGHT: “Restinthe LORD, and wait patiently for him...” (Ps
3r:7)

PRAYER: “ O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know
thee...” (Ps36:10)




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
JOHN 6:44
MATTHEW 28:19-20 The Lord must draw them.

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

What encouragement Thy Word in John 6:44 is to us who have been
witnessing to, and praying for, our unsaved friends and loved ones!
Aswetestified of Thy love to them, and time and again Thy love and
Thy gift of salvation were rejected, our hearts sank and we despaired.
We were on the verge of giving up praying for these lost souls. Their
hearts seemed so hardened, their receiving salvation seemed such an
impossibility. Then the balm of Thy Word is applied to our dejected
hearts: “ No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent
medraw him...”

Forgiveus, Father, for thinking that it isby our own effortsthat we can
convert sinnersinto saints, for leaving Thee out of the equation of our
evangelistic work, for being discouraged so easily. Remind us, that we
are but instruments in Thy hands, for Thy use. We are to be channels
of blessings, and not just for aday, aweek, ayear but al the days of
our lives,

How little our faithisin the Great L over of our souls! Surely, “ God so
loved theworld” (John 3:16) and that must include our unsaved friends
and loved ones. We thank Thee, Father, for loving them. We thank
Thee that when Thou draweth them unto Thyself, no matter how
hardened their hearts are, no matter how much animpossibility it may
seem, they cannot but will accept Jesusinto their livesto betheir Lord
and Saviour.

O Father, when will that happen? When wilt Thou draw these lost
soulsunto Thyself? Wait we must on Thy perfect timing, and trust we
must on Thy ability to draw. May we continually look to Thee, Father,
that we may not lose heart. May we do the work of evangelism
unfaintingly, trusting that Thou art with us always (Matt 28:20). May
we unceasingly pray for Thy mercy to draw them unto Thyself,
according to Thy perfect timetable. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: | sharethe Gospel, but the Spirit convictsthe heart.
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto perseverein sharing the Gospel.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
HOSEA 2 “ Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any
EPHESIANS2:1-10 of you an evil heart of unbelief...”

THE JUDGMENT AND GRACE OF GOD

The shame of Israel shall be revealed and none shall be ableto deliver
her. God will cause her mirth and her feast daysto cease. |dolaters had
appointed offerings similar to those given to the Lord. They had new
moons, sabbaths and solemn feasts. When the time of their punishment
comes, all these will stop. The land also will experience some
environmental catastrophe as her forests are destroyed by wild beasts.
Food-crops also will be destroyed so that the land becomes desol ate.
Famine and other calamitieswill follow. The benefitsthat peoplevalue
will betaken away.

The coming of these sufferings was meant to teach Israel that every
good thing they had was from the hand of the Lord. When everything
was well with them, they had taken these blessings for granted.
Calamities will come. When it gets to a point where nothing can be
done, everybody will begin to think of God. Many who are not known
to be practising Christians will acknowledge that He is the only one
who can help at such times. But once the calamity is over, they will go
back to their old ways. I srael did not mind remaining inidolatry aslong
as all was well with them. However, God will not keep the rod of
chastisement away.

The restoration of Israel: Israel will be brought to the wilderness but
the Lord will speak to her comfortably. Shewill be given vineyardsand
the valley of Achor for adoor of hope. Thisis achange of tone as the
Lord warms up towards her seeking restoration. Shewill sing asinthe
days of her youth or in the days that the Lord brought her out of
Egypt. The Lord shall be to her as a husband. The Lord will take the
names of Baalim out of their mouth. Other blessings are aso added.
This move towards restoration is not because of the good deeds of
Israel but by His grace. It isthe will of God that none of them should
perish but that they should come to salvation.

THOUGHT: Godistrueand His people are safe.
PRAYER: Lord, let Thy loving-kindness and mercy be upon me.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
HOSEA 3 “Neither is there salvation in any other:
EPHES ANS2:1-10 for there is none other name...”

THE REDEEMER IS A GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE

Hoseais represented as a redeemer of his adulterous wife. As noted
earlier, the life of Hosea was used as a picture of the relationship
between God and Israel. The life of the prophet became an object
lesson and thislasted all hislifetime. The purpose of thisisknown to
the Lord alone. Here, Hoseawas again buying back hiswife.

The Lord instructed Hosea: Hosea was told to go and love an
adulterous woman. This was to be a demonstration of unconditional
love. The Lord specifically said thiswas according to thelovethat He
had for the children of Israel though they looked to other gods and
loved flagons of wine. Thiswas a clear manifestation of the grace of
God. This statement gives aso an understanding of the passage and
the eventsthat occurred in thelife of the prophet. Ordinarily, it would
be against the Mosaic Law to do what Hosea was asked to do. The
lawful reaction to adultery wasthe death penalty by stoning. It would
have been abominablefor the prophet to do what he was being told to
do, butinthiscaseit wasthe L ord who gave the command. Hosea had
to submit to God's sovereign will. The Lord wanted Hosea to show
Israel the correct picture of Hisrelationship with Israel.

Having called His prophets, the Lord will also empower them. The
case of Hosea was unique and went against normal moral conduct.
That negative aspect was meant to keep peopletalking and in thelong
run the message got across with clarity. Many questioned Hosea's
conduct. In seeking the answer, they understood what God was
communicating to them. Israel had forgotten the Lord and He was
showing Hisregard for Israel in thelife of this prophet.

In the New Testament, the Lord called Paul to be an apostle when he
was the foremost enemy of Christ. Yet, Paul fulfilled the duties of his
calling more than the other apostles.

THOUGHT: God'swaysare Hisways. Man must yield to Hiswill.
PRAYER: Lord, open my eyesthat | may see wondrous things out of
Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

HOSEA3 “...I will redeem you with
HEBREWS9:11-14 a stretched out arm...”

THE PROPHET BECOMES A REDEEMER

Theword “ redeemer” comes from the verb “to redeem,” meaning to
buy back. Asthe Lord commanded Hosea, so he went and bought that
woman of base morals. The price of that purchase was“ fifteen pieces
of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley”

(Hosea 3:2). In those days, that price was a great value and the
willingness of the prophet to pay showed his commitment to redeem
her. Thereare storiesin Kenyaof parentswho exchanged their children
for abasket of grainintimesof great famine. Thiswasnot donewillingly
but out of desperation for survival. A mother would mourn for that
child, but the alternative would have been death for the whole family.
In the case of Hosea, it was love and his willingness to restore that
woman to normalcy.

It is indicated from the beginning of this book that the events that
occurred in the life of Hosea were a picture of God's dealing with
Israel. The price that the prophet paid to buy back that woman was a
very high price. He did not owe her anything, neither did she deserve
redemption. Thisillustrates well the working of God's grace. God is
faithful, just, loving and forgiving towards His people. God’'s loveis
manifested here towards Israel. And will be more so at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Onedirect beneficiary of the redeeming work of
Christ was the thief on the cross. While his friend reviled Christ, he
wasvery remorseful and asked Christ to remember him when He comes
to His kingdom. The Lord promised that he would be with Him in
paradise that very day. The thief was saved at the last minute without
any merit of hisown. He believed in Christ and he was saved!

There was a price to pay for forgiveness and salvation. The prophet
here had to pay a price to redeem hiswife. This picture points to the
redeeming work of Christ. Jesus has fully paid for our sins when He
lived, died and rose from the dead.

THOUGHT: Theredemption of Christiseternal.
PRAYER:OLord, " ...redeemusfor thy mercies sake” (Ps44:26).
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 12
PHILIPPIANS4:19 “..my God shall supply
MATTHEW 10:29-31 all your need...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We praise Thee, Father, that Thou art OUR God, our God who supplies
ALL our needs. Thou demonstrateth Thy love for us in such real,
practical ways. Not only declaring Thy provisions, Thou also bringeth
it to pass. Thou meaneth what Thou saith. Much indeed Thou hath
provided for usl How much? According to Thy riches in glory by
Christ Jesus! That much!

Our good health is one testimony of Thy bountiful supply. Thou hast
made it possible for us to go about our daily lives here on earth with
ease: studying, taking care of the home, making aliving, putting food
on the table, travelling, serving Thee, giving to Thy work, being able
to eat, ableto sleep, enjoying the love of family and friends, etc, etc.

And while there are some amongst us who are sick in the body, and
whose physical activitiesare curtailed asaresult, yet Thou art still the
Great Supplier of our needs. Thy timely supply can be depended upon.
Thou canst provide the necessary grace to enable us to go through
our time of physical impediment till, according to Thy will and timing,
Thou provideth complete healing.

And some of us have other needs. Whatever they may be, no matter
how many, still, Thou art ableto supply. How we give praise and thanks
to Thee, O Father, the Great Supplier of all our needs!

We confessthat very often wefail to see Thy Loving Hand of Provision
and we take for granted the many blessings Thou alloweth us to
experience. Wethink we are our own provider, wetakethe credit that is
rightly dueto Thee. Forgive us, O Father, and remind us that Thou art
the One who supplieth all our needs according to Thy richesin glory
by Christ Jesus. Open our eyes to Thy Providing Hand behind every
blessing, every situation; and open our mouthsto give Theeall praise,
all thanksand all glory! In Jesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Canmy Lordfail me?
PRAY ER: Increase, my faithin Thee, O Lord, asthe Great Provider.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 13

HOSEA3 “ Stand fast therefore in the liberty
GALATIANSS:1 wherewith Christ hath made us free...”

A REDEEMED CAPTIVE CANNOT GO
BACK TO SLAVERY

Hosea's wife was asked to leave her wayward ways that led to her
slavery. Her hushand had redeemed her and expressed his desire for
her. She was asked to remain with her husband and not to play the
harlot any more. He also will befaithful to her. Thisisrestoration and
resumption of normal life, disregarding the past. Thisis expressive of
repentance and a forward look to promote good relationship. Thisis
expected from every worthy wife. The Lord used thispicturein avery
personal way so that the people of Israel may receivethe message. The
exhortation of Paul to the Galatians is fitting in these circumstances:
“ Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal 5:1).
Repentance and staying freeis God's desire for His children.

The story is applied to Israel: Thereis an expression of two contrasts
of the future of Israel: oneislife for them without God, and the other
the restoration. The prophet wrote this concerning separation from
God: “ For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an
image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim” (Hosea 3:4).
Thisisto say that I srael shall be out of touch with God. Thiswaswhat
happened. They were cast very far from the Lord when they went into
captivity. They could not worship the Lord as desired as there was no
freedom of worship. Like in the case of Judah in Babylon, they were
sometimes compelled to worshipidolsagainst their will. Othersforsook
the Lord for idols at their own will as shown by Ezekiel. All these
separated them from the Lord.

A ray of hope came at last: the children of Israel shall return and seek
the Lord. They will also seek David their king and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

THOUGHT: God sWord isaways consistent.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto stand to the end.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
HOSEA4
PSALM 119:9-16 “...1 will not forget thy word.”

GOD’S CONTROVERSY WITH ISRAEL (1)

Hosea here spoke to Israel in plain language. He showed the real
situation which they lived under. He said that the Lord had a
controversy with them, that isto say Hewasin disagreement with their
ways. The main cause was lack of knowledge because the Word of
God wasforsaken. Sin reigned and thiswould bring them damnation as
their hearts were set to continue in their evil ways. Judah was also
warned not to be part of Israel’ssins. Spiritual adultery wasthe picture
depicted here. The condemnation is also acall for repentance.

A call to Israel: Israel was called to listen to the Word of the Lord
because their manner of lifewas contrary to Hiswill. Truth, mercy and
knowledge of God were missing. The prophet was thus sent to warn
and to seek restoration. The source of thisshortcoming in Israel at that
timewasidolatry. Their |eaders had come up with alternative methods
of worship. Their falsehood yielded fruits of rebellion against God.
The sins that prevailed in the land then were not different from those
that followed every transgression. The text says, “ By swearing, and
lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break
out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and
every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the
field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall
be taken away” (Hosea 4:2-3). Sin never brings any joy but pain.
Therefore, Israel had to mourn.

These words affirm not only that the inanimate creation suffers in
conseguence of the sinsand crimes of men, but that the moral depravity
of men causesthe physical destruction of all other creatures, such was
the case in the time of Ahab throughout the kingdom of the ten tribes
(1 Kings 18:5), and judging from Amos 1:2 and Amos 8:8, may have
occurred repeatedly with the continued idolatry of the people. (Keil
and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament.)

THOUGHT: Knowledge of God'sWordischief infighting sin.
PRAYER: Lord, keep mediligently reading Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
HOSEA 4
2TIMOTHY 3:1-5 “...perilous times shall come.”

GOD’S CONTROVERSY WITH ISRAEL (2)

All the people were so corrupted that there was no one to reprove the
other. Those who had any hope of reconciliation with God would only
look to Him for correction and direction. When sinreigns, the light of
the Holy Spirit does not shine. Then the people are led to think that all
iswell with them when they do evil. When the Word of God isignored,
theresultisthe samenot only inIsrael but in every nation and in every
generation. Paul’swords of the last days are prophetic, and they came
to pass. The catalogue of sinsthat he gave is exactly the same asthose
of the days of Hosea. He said, “ This know also, that in the last days
periloustimes shall come. For men shall beloversof their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of thosethat are good, Traitors,
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God,;
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: fromsuch
turnaway” (2 Tim 3:1-5). Thiswasapplicable during thetime of Paul
and it wasthe same during the time of Hoseaand it also fitsthe present.
The call today isthe same: forsake sin and follow the Lord!

All peoplewere given to these evil ways: Any masstransgressionin a
community beginswith theleaders. Thepriestsin Israel were entrusted

the duty of guiding the people in the proper worship of God and also
to teach the people the words of God. In Israel a false religion was
adopted. Theleaders became blind leaders of the blind. People had no
direction because they did not know the Word of God. The Lord stated
clearly inakey verseinthetext thereasonfor Israel’sfailure. He said,
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, | will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest
to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, | will also forget
thy children” (Hosea 4:6).

THOUGHT: Theregjection of knowledgeleadsto rejection of God.
PRAYER: Lord, may | not change Thy glory into shame.

16




THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8 « when shall | come
DEUTERONOMY 11:13 and appear before God?”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

What excitement to hear our loved one's voice! What great delight!
How wewill pay full and careful attention to our loved one’svoice.

Andwhoisour Beloved but Thou, O Father. And yet our lovefor Thee
at timesiscold and wetake Theefor granted. Help us, Father, “ to love
the LORD (my) God” (Deut 11:13), not with a love that is cold or
lukewarm, but “ to love the LORD (my) God ... with all (my) heart and
withall (my) soul” (Deut 11:13).

And what is our Beloved's voice but Thy Word. May we always have
our ears tuned to Thy Voice. Even right at the beginning of each new
day, may we seek to hear Thy Voice by having our Quiet Time with
Thee. And may each day not end without us coming to Thee to thank
Thee for Thy daily blessings and provisions and even to seek Thy
blessing for agood night’srest, for it is Theewho “ giveth hisbeloved
sleep” (Ps127:2b).

Let not our hearts be attracted, distracted, by the seductive serenades
of the many tasks on hand. Make us to desire to hear Thy Voice the
way the psalmist desired: “ Asthe hart panteth after the water brooks,
so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the
living God: when shall | come and appear before God?” (Ps42:1-2).
Give us, O Father, that longing to “ appear before God.” Especially
whenwewaorship Theeon the Lord’s Day, may we comewith expectant
hearts to listen to “ the voice of my beloved!”

Andfinally, what areweto do when welisten to Thy Voice but that we
may do Thy bidding. May our desireto hear Thy Voice be matched by
our desire to respond to Thy Voice in obedience. “ Thy word isa lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps119:105). May werely on
the light from Thy Word to guide usin the way that we ought to live.
Help us, Father! InJesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Whodo | desireto meet with thefirst thing every day?
PRAY ER: Forgivemy lack of lovefor Thee, O Lord.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
HOSEA 4
PSALM 119:9-16 “ ...the wages of sin is death...”

THE CONSEQUENCES OF REBELLION

Intimeswhen I srael obeyed the Lord, they served Him faithfully. When
they came out of Egypt with al the victories that the Lord granted
them, the Canaanites acknowledged that the God of |srael wasagreat
God. Now when they turned their backs against the L ord, the calamities
that would befall them was great shame. God would forget them. This
isnot how anyone would like to relate to God.

The Lord asserted that the people and the priests were alike in pursuit
of evil ways and He would punish them. The priests were leadersin
spiritual mattersand teachers of the Law, but they appointed unqualified
priests. The fruit of this move is rebellion against God and the
punishment that follows. Their efforts to satisfy carnal lustsyield no
fruit but only work to their own ruin. Their manner of lifein whoredom
and drunkenness took away their heart. This is usually the outward
manifestation of rejection of God in pursuit of falsereligion.

The people had grown up in that sinful manner of life; and they felt no
shame. They treated everything as normal because everyonewasat it.
They sought fal se counsel to increase their whoredom and erred against
God. Idol worship is spiritual adultery and goes hand in hand with
physical adultery asthetext statesin verse 13. Regardless of thetime
span between the time of Hosea and today, the trend is the same:
peoplergect God and worship idolsand yield to the works of theflesh.
These always work to their ruin. The acceptance of Darwinism today
and rejection of God's creation has led to tolerance of homosexuality
and other perversions. And they reject the Law of God.

Israel was compared to a backsliding heifer. She was wholly given to
idols. Their rulerstook thelead but in thelong runthey shall be ashamed.

THOUGHT: God wasgraciousin sending the prophetsto I srael.
PRAY ER: Lord, may Thy people come out of evil and be saved.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 18

HOSEAS “My defence is of God, which
1KINGS13:1-10 saveth the upright in heart.”

WARNING TO BOTH ISRAEL AND JUDAH

TheLord s prophetswere alwaysfaithful in delivering God’'s messages
tolsrael. The current message was addressed to both I srael and Judah.
Though Hosea was a prophet to the northern kingdom, he ministered
to al Israel. The nation lived under rebellion, and the Lord had to
remind them of that serious offence. Punishment is pronounced. But
the Lord always opensthe door of repentance for those who arewilling
toreturnto Him.

A specific address of the prophet: The prophet addressed the priests,
the people and the king's household. He first mentioned the priests
because they were an authority in spiritual matters. They had neglected
their duty of teaching God's words and the right worship. In 1 Kings
13, Jeroboam asking was also in charge of burning incense at the altar
that he had set up. The man of God who was sent from Judah spoke
and condemned the fal se worship. When the king wanted to apprehend
him, the Lord struck the king so that he had to submit.

The priests were those appointed by the king and they were not from
thetribe of Levi as God had commanded in the Law. These werefalse
priests and it is no wonder they misled the people. When they went
against the Lord, there was none to guide them back to true worship.
Hosea had to tell them that they were the main cause of spiritual
transgression in Israel and became a snare to everyone.

The people also as a whole had to be told that they were also
responsible for rejecting God and following their leaders in false
worship. They added to theidolatry of the nation by making their own
idolsin high places and offering sacrificesto them. Asit wasreveaed
to Elijah, there were afew who feared the Lord and did not worship
Baal. They were caught in snares and nets. The king's household was
the originator of that idolatry. Every king that reigned in the northern
kingdom followed the ways of Jeroboam.

THOUGHT: Do not alow personal intereststo overtake your spiritual
priorities.
PRAYER: May my chief end be alwaysto glorify Thee, Lord.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 19

HOSEAS The spirit of pride leads to
PSALM 119:9-16 self-destruction.

IDOLATRY OPENS A FLOODGATE OF OTHER SINS

The whole land was defiled by sin. The rebels were profound and
ready to kill even though the L ord had rebuked them. Idolatry isrejection
of God and it opens a floodgate of other transgressions. It breaks
down every moral right and everyone will do that whichisrightin his
own eyes. The sin of Israel was always prominent and they did not
turntothe Lord. They had not known Him. The spirit of whoredom was
intheir midst.

If God's people are to follow the Lord today, they will learn to shun
modern, self-proclaimed preachers. They will exercise self-examination
by the Word of God and shun politicians who have self-interests.
They seek personal gain and deception wins the people. As the Lord
proclaimed judgment, it isfor all transgressorsto this day.

The attitude of the people is a source of retribution: Both Israel and
Judah will fall because of their pride. Thisisasin that is condemned

severely. It gives credit to self, not God. In the book of Daniel,
Nebuchadnezzar was exiled to be with the beasts of thefield for seven
years because of pride. This spirit |eads to self-destruction because it
locks the door to any counsel. Humility is the way to live. The
consequence of the pride of Israel isevident in thetext. Albert Barnes
saw the fulfilment of these words later in the reign of Josiah. He
observed,

Josiah himself “ turned to the LORD with all hisheart, and with all his
soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses” (2
Kings23:25). He put away idolatry thoroughly; and the peoplefollowed
his example. He held such a Passover, as had not been held since the
time of the judges.

Sincethey deal treacherously against the Lord, they will be devoured.
Both Israel and Judah were delivered into the hands of foreign nations.
They did not recover as a nation again but always lived under foreign
dominion. (Barnes, Notes on the Bible)

THOUGHT: Heeidolatry.
PRAY ER: Revive Thy work, O Lord!
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MONDAY, JANUARY 20
PSALM 90:10 “ ...l have finished my course,
2TIMOTHY 4:7-8 | have kept the faith ..."

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We thank Thee for giving us life, both physical and spiritual, and for
the many accompanying graces necessary for our sojourn on earth.
Make usto remember that this gift of earthly lifeisnothing more than
abrief journey, and that we are but frail people.

The newspapers tell us of the sudden termination of the life of an
eight-year-old boy asaresult of an accident. And a so the snuffing out
of the life of a mother by a falling tree as she was going about her
normal life. Thenwe aretold that asister is suddenly found with fourth
stage cancer of the stomach, lung and liver.

Who could have anticipated any of these? None can guarantee that
we will live to a ripe old age, not even to the biblical estimate of
“threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be
fourscore years’ (Ps 90:10). What is guaranteed is that our life “is
soon cut off, and we fly away” (Ps90:10).

Help us, Father, to consciously register this truth and realise that our
livesindeed can be cut off at any time! May Thou thoroughly reform
our lives (our aspirations, loves, attitudes, priorities, focus) by this
truth. Help us not to carelessly think that wewill alwayshavetomorrow.
May we live each day, each hour, each minute with the conscious
thought that we may have to drop what we are doing on this earth,
leave behind all that we have, and take that inevitable step that will
land usin our final Home, into Thy presence, never moreto sojourn on
this earth again. And Father, when that step hasto be taken, may it be
taken readily. May we be able to say, “ | have fought a good fight, |
have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, therighteous
judge, shall givemeat that day...” (2 Tim 4:7-8). Make meto examine
theway | livemy lifebeforeitistoo lateand my lifeisno more. In Jesus
Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: | must livemy lifeasif today isthelast day of my life.
PRAYER: May | maketoday count for Thee, Lord.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
HOSEAS
PSALM 119:9-16 “...the wages of sin is death ...”

AN EMERGENCY IS DECLARED

Cornet, trumpet and wailing are cries of alarm, each has a distinct
meaning. Thisalarm was given to Benjamin one of thetribesthat made
up the southern kingdom of Judah. At its sound, the people must act or
they may be overcome by the danger. When the prophet gave warning,
Benjamin wastto listen and put their house in order.

The desolation of Israel in the day of rebuke was sure. When the
prophet spoke, the immediate recipients did not think it too alarming.
But history tells of the accuracy of the prophecy to the letter. The
whole nation of Israel was uprooted and exiled. They could not resist
and were made captives and enslaved in aforeign land. Their city was
destroyed and all her past glory inruins. Ephraim, the maintribein the
northern kingdom, was declared to be oppressed and broken. All that
Hosea said of her came to pass.

Judah was also not spared because of her sins. The wrath of the Lord
was poured upon her like water (Hosea 5:10). Whenever thisterm is
used in Scripture it refers to painful punishment. Jerusalem suffered
nearly the same fate in subsequent years. There was a promise of
restoration to them. They did return to the land after seventy years.

The punishment for both Israel and Judah shall be persistent: Even
though the nation was divided politically, it was still one nation. The
Lord sent prophets to deliver messages to them as one nation. Hosea
said that when Ephraim was wounded, she went to the Assyrians but
was not healed. He predicted that both nations will be torn as alion
tore hisprey. God will turn away from them. They will have hope only
if they repent and seek the Lord. InIsrael those who were saved were
possibly individuals who did as the prophet instructed. As for Judah,
the Lord had promised to restore them. When the time came, Daniel
was led to pray on behalf of the captives of Judah. Others may have
also prayed and the Lord honoured His promise.

THOUGHT: The prophetswereagift of God'sgrace.
PRAYER: Lord, may | take heed of the prophet’scall, and repent.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
HOSEA 6 “Come unto me...
MATTHEW 11:28-30 and | will give you rest.”

GOD’S DISPLEASURE WITH ISRAEL

Hosea did not cease to speak God's words of warning to both Israel
and Judah. Both were one nation and were God's chosen people. They
would learn to fear God if they listened to His prophets. Those who
desire to know God would know the way of salvation. ThisisHosea's
expression of God’'s displeasure.

The Prophet’s call to Israel: God's diagnosis of Israel’s problem was
rebellion. This came with sins of which aremedy must be found. God
expressed His displeasure. The prophet spoke to the people in these
words, “ Come, and let usreturn unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and
hewill heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind usup” (Hosea 6:1).
It was His desire that none of them should be lost but that they would
cometo repentance. Thiscall isquite similar to the onethe Lord Jesus
Christ gave in Matthew 11:28 when He said, “ Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest.” The nation
wasinjured and needed healing, and the offer of the Lord was at hand.
Hoseatold them that they would be revived after two days and would
be raised up on the third day. They would then live in the sight of the
Lord.

The grace of God also extendsto the blessingsthat they would receive
because they would know Him if they follow Him. Even though the
general mood of the people of Israel was rebellion, the words of the
prophet were not in vain. God never leaves Himself without awitness.
Thetestimony of HisWord would not return to Him void. The coming
of the Lord asthelatter and the former rain (Hosea 6:3) isan expression
of blessingsthat the L ord would shower upon those who obey Him. In
the introduction to this book, the time of Hoseais given asthe time of
four kings of Judah and Jeroboam 11, king of Israel. One of those kings
was Hezekiah. Heisknown asarevivalist who loved the Lord with all
his heart. He strove to restore true worship of the Lord, and the Lord
blessed his efforts.

THOUGHT: Thereisno limit to what the grace of God can do.
PRAYER: Lord, forgiveal my sinsand accept measThy child.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 23

HOSEA6 “... I will send them prophets and
LUKE11:49-51 apostles, and...they shall slay...”

GOD’S REACTION TO THE
TRANSGRESSIONS OF ISRAEL

God did not see any goodness among His people. He likened their
goodness to the morning clouds and dew (Hosea 6:4) that came and
went away. God sent prophets to cut them down by the word of His
mouth. God isgracious, but isalso aconsuming fire.

God will not let any sin go without punishment. Many in Israel were
used to mechanical solutionsto their spiritual problems. They thought
sacrifices and burnt offerings would do. However, the Lord desired
mercy and knowledge of God more than these externals. Even though
these were commanded in the Law, a correct disposition of the heart is
necessary for worship to be meaningful. In the days of Jesus, asimilar
spirit of external display prevailed among the scribes and Pharisees.
TheLord reproved themin very strong terms. I srael did not understand
this and they all followed the sins of Jeroboam in offering worship to
idols. Sincethey transgressed God's commandment, their lifewasalife
of hypocrisy. God told them that they, like Adam, had transgressed
God's covenant. They dealt treacherously against God. They were
dishonest and served two masters.

The psalmist says that God spoke once and he heard Him twice (Ps
62:11). This meansthat God's words must reach the ear aswell asthe
heart and remain there. |srael, however, did not take the Lord seriously.
They did asthey pleased, but theinvitation and temptation to transgress
the Law of God was everywhere. The prophets were a voice of God
sent to make the nation aware of their sins and to return to the Lord.
Therewas hardly aprophet in the Old Testament that spoke positively
about Israel. As the Lord Jesus affirmed, all the prophets were
persecuted or killed (cf. Luke 11:49-51). Their testimony was necessary
for the preservation of |srael asanation under God. The Churchisalso
preserved the sameway. The Lord Jesus, the Apostles and the prophets
are the messengers of God speaking to us today through His written
Word, theBible.

THOUGHT: God isdispleased with the sins of our generation.
PRAYER: May | heed the prophet’s call and return to the Lord.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
REVELATION 3:17 “ . He that glorieth,
PSALM 14:3; 34:10 let him glory in the Lord.”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

Daily Thou hast provided for us, even more than what we have asked
for. Some of us can even say like the wealthy Laodiceans that “ | am
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” How
grateful and thankful we are to Thee because all that we have cometh
from Thee. Aswe count our blessings and name them one by one, may
we at the same time thank Thee for each blessing big or small.

Whileweenjoy Thy blessings, make usto know that we* have need of
nothing” not because we are self-sufficient but because Thou art
Jehovahjireh, the Lord God who providesfor Hispeople. “ ...they that
seek the LORD shall not want any good thing” (Ps 34:10). “ He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?” (Rom 8:32).

Unlike thewealthy Laodiceans, may we alwaysremember that without
Thee we are but “ wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked” (Rev 3:17). Daily remind us afresh, Father, of our total depravity.
How we" areall goneaside, ...areall together becomefilthy: thereis
none that doeth good, no, not one” (Ps 14:3). “ Asit iswritten, There
is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth,
thereis nonethat seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way,
they aretogether become unprofitable; thereisnone that doeth good,
no, not one.” (Rom 3:10-12). May we say like Paul that “ Christ Jesus
cameinto theworld to save sinners; of whom| amchief” (1 Tim 1:15).
But, whilewe see our absolutely depraved nature, keep our eyes open
also to Thy bountiful mercy and grace. Turn, O Heavenly Father, our
self-sufficient, ungrateful heartsinto hearts that truly see Thy loving,
gracious, providing hand. Then will we know that we can never thank
Thee enough. Thenwill wegiveall glory to Thy Name. “ ... 1 amrich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing...” (Rev 3:17), all
because of Thee, O Father! May all glory and praise be unto Thee. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Read 1 Corinthians 1:31.
PRAY ER: Forgiveme, Lord, for my self-sufficient attitude.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 “If we live in the Spirit, let us

HOSEA6 also walk in the Spirit.
GALATIANS5:19-26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory...”

SPECIFIC SINS OF ISRAEL REVEALED

The prophets now turned to rebuke the external sinsof Israel. Thecity
of Gilead (possibly referring to Ramoth-gilead, one of the cities of
refuge) wasidentified asthe place of iniquity and polluted with blood.
Robbers thrived in the place and the priests committed murder. The
word translated “ lewdness’ (Hosea 6:9) means“heinous crime.” The
description here shows that the people lived in lawlessness.

God did not turn a blind eye to these crimes but told the prophet to
denounce them. It is noted that the priests were also included in these
crimes. When Jeroboam had instituted false religion in Israel, he
appointed priests who were not from the house of Levi. Since they
offered sacrificesto false gods, they al so were destitute of moral values.
They used their offices for personal gain. They could not restrain
themselvesfrom indul ging in those vices and thus theland was pol luted.
Hosea saysinverse 10, “ | have seen an horrible thing in the house of
Israel: there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled.” God's
displeasure over this lawlessness is obvious and in the end He will
avenge those crimes. This ended in the captivity of the nation, never
to return again to the land.

The call of the prophet as seen earlier was an expression of God's
grace; the last verse also gives the extension of that grace. Though
Judah was involved in the sins of Israel, there was hope for her and
she was promised restoration. The Lord told of the return of their
captivity. God had to honour the covenant that He had made with their
fathers. Thus the house of David was destined to carry on the royal
line up to the birth of the Messiah. Jesus fulfilled that promise.

God spoke repeatedly to Israel through the prophets and Israel was
expected to listen. The old transgressions of Israel were not different
from those seen today. We all need this message, and we all need to
return to the Lord.

THOUGHT: Know the consequences of sin and heed the Lord’scall.
PRAYER: Lord, may | put my hopeinThee.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 26 «..shewing mercy unto

HOSEA7 thousands of them that love
DEUTERONOMY 5:.6-21 me, and keep my commandments.”

ISRAEL REMAINED REBELLIOUS AGAINST GOD

The spiritual conditionin Israel at thistimewasvery low. The prophet’s
message contained nothing positive about Israel, only a report of
rebellion. God also stated the consequences that will follow. The
presence of God's prophet among them was a manifestation of His
longsuffering. As the servants laboured among the people, there was
hope. Thereport hereis amanifestation of rebellion.

God seekssrael in her sins: Whilethe Lord wasat the point of healing
the nation, her iniquity was discovered. She was characterized by
falsehood, theft and robbery. The northern kingdom was called Ephraim
and Samaria. Her evil practices began with their rejection of God and
giving themselves to idolatry, and this transgression yielded the fruit
of theflesh. The sinscommitted here were serious and were recognized
even in secular law as crimes that went with the highest penalties that
the courts could offer. However, the genesis of these evils was the
rejection of God and it was manifested in idol worship. In the laws of
many nations there is no prescribed punishment for anyone who
worshipsidols. Thereisan indirect recognition of idolatry inthelaw of
freedom of worship. The world does not see any relationship between
what one worships and the manifestation of criminal offences.

Thelaw of God on the other hand offers one the moral code enshrined
in the Ten Commandments. The transgression of any of these
commandments has a bearing on the others and cannot be separated.
Israel knew thisfrom the warnings of the prophets but their rebellious
spirit blinded their minds. They acted after their own counsel and
continued toignore God. The Lord Himself declared thistruthin verse
2: “ And they consider not in their hearts that | remember all their
wickedness: now their own doings have beset them about; they are
before my face.”

THOUGHT: God isawayswatching theworks of men.
PRAY ER: Havemercy, O Lord, onsinnerslikeme.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 27 “The Lord knoweth how to deliver

HOSEA7 the godly... and to reserve the unjust
2PETER2:9-10 unto the day of judgment ...”

GOD’'S INTENTION TO HEAL THE NATION

The opening words in Hosea 7 express God's intention to heal the
nation. When there was no positive response to His gracious gesture,
condemnation of their conduct followed. They were bent towards
wickedness and they were said to flatter the king and the princes with
lies. The false prophets were seeking to please men.

The episode of king Ahab and King Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles18) isa
casein point here. Ahab persuaded Jehoshaphat to go to war in Ramoth-
gilead. Jehoshaphat suggested that they should inquire from the Lord
before venturing to war. Many false prophets were called and they
spoke according to the wishes of Ahab. Jehoshaphat perceived that
they were not truthful and asked for another prophet. A true prophet of
the Lord, Micaiah, was called and in jest he spoke after the words of
the false prophets. Then he told the truth to Ahab who ignored the
prophet’s words and even put him in prison. He did not come back
alive. Thiswasthe spirit that prevailed in Israel. Today’spoliticiansare
no different. They also likethe praise of men and give heed to flatteries
and hijack the course of justice.

The sin of adultery is not far from the hotbed of other sins. In this
regard, Israel was compared with an oven heated by the baker. Both
spiritual and physical adultery were part of the nation’stransgression.
Theextent of their sin wasthus described, “ For they have made ready
their heart like an oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker sleepeth
all the night; in the morning it burneth asa flaming fire. They are all
hot as an oven, and have devoured their judges; all their kings are
fallen: thereisnone among themthat calleth unto me” (Hosea 7:6-7).
Theking instituted idol worship and the people used it as an easy way
to continue with their evil deeds. They just ignored God and let their
king lead them inidol worship. The Lord God, however, had extended
a gracious hand to restore the nation.

THOUGHT: Therewas none among them that called upon God.
PRAYER: Lord, save Thy children from the acts of false prophets
today.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 28
2PETER1:3 « et him ask of God,
PHILIPPIANSA4:7; JOHN 14:27 that giveth to all men liberally...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

What acomfort to know of Thy promised provision of “ all thingsthat
pertain unto life and godliness’ ! What do we lack? Let us come by
faithto receivewhat Thou “ hath given untous’ already. Let usreceive
as from the hand of akind and thoughtful Father.

Isit peace of heart and peace of mind that we need amidst the many
uncertaintiesthat trouble usin thisterror-filled world? Thou hast given
us the “ peace of God, which passeth all understanding” (Phil 4:7).
Thou hast promised: “ My peace| giveuntoyou” (John 14:27). Arewe
exhausted by the many demands of this earthly life and feel weak,
unableto meet life'sdaily challenges? Thou hast said, “ | will giveyou
rest” (Matt 11:28). Thou giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might Thou increaseth strength (1sa40:29). Arewein afix and
do not know what to do concerning some matters whether big or small
in our homes or in our places of work? Thou saith, “ If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). Thou hast
promised wisdom to those who fear Thee (Prov 9:10). Yet, how we so
often short-change ourselves when we fail to look to Thee to see the
“green pastures’” and the “ still waters’ that Thou hast prepared for
us. How weturn every which way, all thewrong ways, bypassing Thy
paths of righteousness, to strugglein our own strength. How we thirst
for that which does not quench and hunger for that which does not
satisfy.

Make us realize that we need lack nothing because Thou hast “ given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness’ (2 Pet 1:3).
“All” things that are necessary for the sustenance of our physical
liveson earth, and “ all” things necessary for the sanctification of our
spiritual lives. How wonderful that we are a people who are provided
for by our caring, loving heavenly Father. Truly we can say with the
psalmist, “ | shall not want” (Ps23:1). In Jesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: (Read Psim23)
PRAY ER: | thank Thee, Lord, for Thy daily provision.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29

HOSEA7 “It is not for kings, O Lemuel,
PROVERBS31:1-9 it is not for kings to drink wine...”

THE PROPHET PICTURED ISRAEL
AS A REBELLIOUS NATION

Drunkenness is another evil practice that is not far from a rebellious
people. Israel was no exception in this regard. The people made the
king sick with the bottles of wine so that he became part of the scorners.
In Proverbs 31, Lemuel’s mother gave theright counsel to hissonwho
was aspiring to beking that he should keep away from that intoxicating
drink. She said, “ It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to
drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget
the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. Give strong
drink unto himthat is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of
heavy hearts. Let himdrink, and forget his poverty, and remember his
misery no more” (Prov 31:4-7). The kings of Israel neglected their
duties because of drunkenness. This counsel was given not only to
princes but to everybody, for each has a place of authority and
drunkenness will take away one’s sound judgment.

Israel lived among the people of other nations. Hoseacompared | srael
with a cake that was not turned: burnt on one side and uncooked on
the other. It was not fit for consumption, and was good for nothing.
Strangers devoured their strength and they would not know. Their
ignorance was compared to an aging person who did not know that his
hairs had turned gray.

Prideisyet another deadly sin. Thiswasobviousin Israel but they did
not return to the Lord nor seek Him. When such a spirit reignsin a
person’s heart, he is self-satisfied and does only what is right in his
own eyes. Aslsrael ignored God, they did not have the right counsel
and therefore were persuaded in their own eyes that they were right.
The nation was also compared to asilly dove without aheart. Though
there are some good qualitiesin thisbird, there are also characteristics
that make her vulnerableto predators or other kinds of dangers. Israel
was also that silly dove in that she looked to Egypt and Assyria and
not to God.

THOUGHT: Wherethereisno vision, the people perish.
PRAYER: Help me, Lord, tofleeyouthful lusts.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 30

HOSEA7 “The heart is deceitful above all things,
JEREMIAH 17:9-11 and desperately wicked: who can know it?”

GOD’S CHASTISEMENT OF THE REBELLIOUS

God's chastisement will be brought upon the nation because of their
persistent rebellion. Who can endure the pain of God'’s correction!

God will spread anet upon them and will bring them down asthefowls
of heaven and chastise them. Thishad been told to them. Chastisement
from heaven will not be comfortable, but will hurt greatly. Anyone
listening would do well to repent and be saved from that pain. God
pronounced a curse and destruction to the nation for they did not seek
God and spoke lies. They lived at ease and did not cry to God but
rebelled against Him. However, they will not escape His punishment.
All these explain the agony that befell Israel later as they went into

captivity.

Therebellion of Israel persisted: God had strengthened their arms but
they imagined mischief against Him. Asit had been repeated, they did
not return to the Most High. Israel was compared to a deceitful bow
which shall fall by the sword. Their tongue shall make them to sufferin
Egypt. The situation did not seem to improve regardless of the many
wordsthat the prophet had told them. However, the wise would know
that God had not forsaken them but had extended His gracious hand
through the prophets. There were other means which gave them a
window of hope, but sadly they choseto ignore all of it.

Thedepravity of the human heart manifested itself prominently among
them. What was seen in Israel is happening all over the world in all
generations, even in our midst today. The Word of God has been
preached everywhere but rebellion abounds. The witness of His
servants is a manifestation of God’s grace, but rejection persists.

THOUGHT: Look up to God's mercy and repent. Hewill save.
PRAYER: Lord, let me know my heart and repent of my sins.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 “Pray for thy servants unto

HOSEA8 the LORD thy God, that we die not:
1SAMUEL 12:17-20 for we have added unto all our sins ...

GOD REPRIMANDED IDOLATROUS ISRAEL

Since Israel did not cease her idolatry, the Lord was not silent, and
continued to warn the nation. Hetold them of the harmful consequences
of their continued rejection of God asthey remained inidolatry. Hetold
them of an eminent captivity and the vanity of their worship. Restoration
could come only by the mercy of God.

God sounded awarning to the nation: The blowing of the trumpet was
an alarm signa in those days. Everyone would make ready for an
emergency when it was sounded. The Lord told Hoseato set atrumpet
upon his mouth, in this He was alerting him of the urgency of the
message to Israel. He said that the enemy would come as an eagle to
the house of Israel. Thisis descriptive of swift attack as the king of
birds attacks its prey. The attack is almost always successful, so the
Lord wastelling I srael that they would not overcome their enemy when
the enemy swiftly set upon them.

The Lord brought this upon Israel because they had transgressed His
covenant and trespassed against HisLaw. At that time of great calamity,
Israel shall cry to the Lord saying that they knew Him. However, this
will be a point of no return because they had cast off that which is
good. The enemy will become an instrument of the punishment of
Israel. The alarm was necessary because of the grave consequences
that were coming upon the nation. It was the duty of the prophet to
givethat warning, and he wasfaithful to his calling.

THOUGHT: Ignoring the alarmis courting disaster.
PRAY ER: Lord, let me hear when Thou speaketh.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
1TIMOTHY 1:15 “The heart is deceitful
EPHESIANS3:.8 above all things ...

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We thank Theefor Thy preciousword in 1 Timothy 1:15; for sending
Thy Son Jesus to come into this world to save us sinners. How we
remember the day of our salvation. Thou hast opened the eyes of so
many of us. Thou gaveth usnew and abundant lifein Christ, alifetobe
lived on this earth for Thee, guided by Thy Spirit and Thy Word, with
the hope of life beyond, eternal blessed lifein the heavenly home that
Thou hast so graciously and mercifully reserved for us.

But we have so often neglected the last few words of 1 Timothy 1:15:
“of whom | am chief.” The great Apostle Paul gave his life to serve
Thee and in the process suffered much. He was the great missionary,
going about Thy business wherever Thou leadeth. He was a great
Biblewriter, inspired by Thy Spirit to write alarge portion of the New
Testament. Yet, hecalled himself the* chief” of sinners, he considered
himself “ lessthan the least of all saints” (Eph 3:8)! How can that be
except that he looked inward and saw the total depravity of his own
heart and at the same time looked up to see the complete holiness of
theAlmighty God!

Jeremiah 17:9-10: “ The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it? | the LORD search the heart, |
try thereins....” Leviticus 19:2: “ ...Ye shall be holy: for | the LORD
your God amholy.” Help us, O Father, tolook within our own heart and
open our eyes to see, by the Light of Thy Word, the deceit and
wickednessthere, and how our words and actions are driven by them.
Increase our sensitivity to our many daily sins. May we confess our
sinsinstead of covering them up. May we [ook up to see Thy holiness
and realize how far we havefallen short of Thy standard. Then, perhaps,
will we be led a step nearer to confessing that of al sinners “1 am
chief,” and to considering ourselves“ lessthan theleast of all saints.”

Help us, O Father. In Jesus’' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: How ismy heart inthe sight of my God?
PRAYER: Forgiveme, Lord, for deceiving myself into thinking that |
am holier than | really am.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 2

HOSEAS8 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;
PROVERBS35-7 and lean not unto thine own understanding.”

ISRAEL IGNORED GOD IN THEIR PRACTICES

Israel appointed their own kings and made idols. Their kings did not
belong to the same one dynasty, as was the case in Judah. The Lord
gave Jeroboam the kingdom, but he failed to obey the Lord and his
house was removed from the royalty. This went on successively in
other families.

Most of these kings were appointed without the blessings of the Lord.
Such self-appointed kings were also pursuing their own interests and
did not look to the Lord to guide them. Their priests also were appointed
without regard to the house of Levi. Their religion also wasfalse. Since
their hearts were turned from the Lord, they did not take heed to any
positive counsel.

Israel used their gold and silver to make idols. They were thus cut off
from the Lord. God spoke thus against their idolatry, “ Thy calf, O
Samaria, hath cast thee off; mine anger is kindled against them: how
long will it be ere they attain to innocency? For from Israel was it
also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of
Samaria shall be broken in pieces” (Hosea 8:5-6).

The calf image was the symbol of the falsereligion of Samaria. There
was no way in which such idolatry could bejustified asit was adirect
violation of the commandment of the Lord. It was the same sin that
Israel had committed in the wilderness as they came out of Egypt.
M oses had gone to meet with the Lord on Mount Sinai when the people
began to depart from the Lord. That sin was rebuked and punished. It
was to become a lesson to generations in Israel, but they refused to
listen.

Physical idolatry may not be a common sin today, but many sins are
being justified openly. These include the denial of God's creation, the
acceptance of same-sex marriages, etc.

THOUGHT: God'sWord aloneisthe Truth.
PRAYER: Saveme, O Lord, from my self.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3

HOSEA 8 “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
MATTHEW 25:31-41 prepared for the devil and his angels.”

GOD IS PROVOKED TO ANGER BY SIN

Hosea prophesied in Israel for along time. Histestimony (and family
lifethat the Lord commanded him to adopt) was a strong message that
the Lord sent to Israel. The prophet did not receive any recognition,
and God used strong words against Israel.

God’s anger was kindled against Samaria and they were not innocent.
Thewindow of hopefor them was that they were given prior warning.
Thiswould have given them the opportunity to repent, but they failed
to take this opening. The pain that comes with God’s reaction can be
very devastating to those who disobey His commands. Their idolatry
had separated them from the L ord. They worshipped images madewith
hands and their hearts were blinded that they could not perceive the
magnitude of their own sinful doings.

Thus, the prophet rightly observed that they had sown the wind but
they were going to reap the whirlwind. Thewind can be mild and also
necessary to create a comforting breeze. On the other hand, the
whirlwind can be very destructive. When it becomes a hurricane or
typhoon, it will leave atrail of destruction and death; and there will be
aneed for emergency assistance. This was what Israel was courting
when they madeidols. It naturally led to pain and death. The comparison
of stalk and bud that yields no meal shows the vanity of idolatry. The
strangerswoul d swallow up that which they thought they had achieved,;
and in the end they would be left with nothing.

It is always gratifying to talk of God as merciful and longsuffering.
Thisistruefor thisis His character. But such knowledge cannot be a
licenseto ignore Him and to sin with all impunity. God isalso just and
He protects Hisname and that of Hisfaithful children. The character of
Godinitsfullnessisclearly manifested in Hisdealing with Israel.

THOUGHT: God knowsthosewho love Himwith all their hearts.
PRAYER: Lord, let my profession of faith betrue.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

HOSEAS8 “ Therefore the LORD was very angry with
2KINGS17:5-23 Israel, and removed them out of his sight ...”

THE CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL AND
NO HOPE OF RESTORATION

The eternal punishment in hell isfor unbelievers, earthly punishment
isaprelude to that eternal one. In the Mosiac Law, there are statutes
that are meant to provide justice to offended parties. In line with this
principle, God had to punish Israel into captivity. In that foreign land,
they were stateless and deprived of al rights.

The prophet predicted that Israel would be swallowed up and they
shall beamong the Gentilesand would be like avessel without pleasure.
Israel would be assimilated into the captive nation and would lose
their identity. Assyriais specifically mentioned asthe nation that would
carry Israel captive. Israel islikened to alonely wild ass. A wild life
documentary today will show that such a creature is vulnerable to
attack by its predators and has a small chance of survival. The hiring
of lovers (Hosea8:9) pointsto an adulterousrelationship. Israel hereis
depicted as an unfaithful nation and it istrue that idolatry is spiritual
adultery.

The Lord gave Israel away; He used the Gentile nations to punish
Israel. The Lord would gather the nations against I srael and they shall
sorrow alittle for the burden of the king of princes. Israel had made
many atarsof sin. The prophet kept repeating | srael’swayward deeds.
He was specific. The multiple witnesses were an affirmation that the
Lordwould not fail. At the sametime, the witness of the prophet wasa
constant reminder of God's concern for them. The message wasdirected
at Ephraim, the northern kingdom. The Assyrian captivity was to
swallow up the nation completely. This is what subsequent history
tells us.

God gave prior warning to the nation, but they failed to take heed. The
wickedness of al those kings and their princes had to have a day of
God'svisitation.

THOUGHT: Earthly punishment isapreludeto the eternal one.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not be ahabitual transgressor of Thy Law.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
PSALM 104:1 “Why art thou cast down,
EXODUS19:16-18 O my soul?”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

May we look up and see Thy greatness, for “ Thou art very great” !
“Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD?" (Ps 106:2). One word
from Thy mouth “ Let therebelight” and it was done: therewaslight!
At will, Thou parted the Red Seato save Thy children and at will Thou
letteth the waters come crashing down to drown Pharaoh and hisarmy.
In Thy presence, “ there were thunders and lightnings” (Exod 19:16)
and “ the whole mount quaked greatly” (Exod 19:18). Thereisnothing
too difficult for Thee. We praise Thee, for Thou art indeed the all-great,
all-powerful and all-mighty God!

“Bestill, and knowthat | amGod.” Inour modern life, how we need so
much to learn to be still and see that we are not in control of our
destiny. May we be still and see our own frailty, our nothingness, and
acknowledge that Thou art the Master of our lives. When we lose
sight of Thee, we are easily drawn away by the world and our sinful
self because every which way weturn, theworld and self call out to us
and we are tempted to “sell our soul” in order to gain the “gold” that
sin dangles before our eyes.

May we also be still and know that Thou art the very great God when
we face all the difficulties, troubles, and problems of this earthy life.
“Havewetrialsand temptations? Istheretrouble anywhere?... Arewe
weak and heavy laden? Cumbered with aload of care?’ “Nothing seems
hopeful, nothing seemsglad. All isdespairing, often timessad.” “ Why
art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within
me?..." (Ps42:11).

“...OLORD my God, thou art very great...” ! Help usdaily to be still
and bring our trials, troubles, heavy loads, despairs, and sadness to
Thee, knowing that Thou art the very great God and nothing is too
difficult for Thee! In Jesus’' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Am| trustingin my great God?
PRAYER: Lord, | praise Thee for Thou art “the health of my
countenance, and my God.”
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 “ Every good gift and every perfect

HOSEAS8 gift is from above, and cometh down
JAMES1:8-17 from the Father of lights ...”

ISRAEL'S FALSE WORSHIP AND PUNISHMENT

Israel made many altars not to worship the true God but to sin against
Him. Falsereligion isdescribed in the Scriptures as an imitation of the
true.

The worship that God had commanded Israel included altars and
sacrifices. Isragl forsook the true worship and invented their own. The
Lord described their sinful deed inthesewords, “ | havewrittento him
the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing”

(Hosea 8:12). They sacrificed flesh for their offering and ate them.
However, the Lord did not accept their offering because it was not
offered to Him. The devotees may appear sincere and fervent in their
worship. However since it was based on a false doctrine, it was not
acceptable before God. Today, there areidolstoo. The health and wealth
gospel, propagated everywhere, stands on the same footing.

Hosea asserted that God will remember their iniquity and visit their
sins. They will return to the bondage of sin asthey desired to return to
Egypt during the Exodus. Judah was al so part of the transgressors and
the Lord also made known their punishment. They forgot God and
built temples in fenced cities. Since they depended on their physical
capacity and not on God, the Lord pronounced that these will be
destroyed by fire. This came to pass at the captivity of Judah.

Sin and punishment became part of the history of Israel. The
transgressions of the people show the vulnerability of man without
God. History repeats itself. We need to examine our position before
God today. His warning is there for us to come out of the apostate
church. We have to depend on Him only. There is hope of victory by
God'sgrace. Let usobey HisLaw and offer Him true worship.

THOUGHT: Dependence on external or physical prosperity isvain.
PRAY ER: Lord, may | heed Thy warning.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7

HOSEA9 “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood,
HEBREWS12:1-11 striving against sin.”

THE DAYS OF JUDGMENT OF ISRAEL

The prophet continued to paint a sad picture of Israel. God warned
them that they were persisting in their sinful condition. He spoke to
them to let them see the dangers ahead. If they were to listen, they
would repent. But they failed to, and the nation had to be judged.

Israel was not to rejoice because she had gone a whoring: The
designation given to the ways of the nation, as has been noted earlier,
was spiritual adultery. Their idolatry was committed in every place. If
every home had acorn-floor, it meant that every household was given
to this false worship. They had great anticipation of harvest of corn
and grapes, but the Lord told them that these would not feed them.
Either the cropswere going to fail or their enemieswould invade them.
Thiscalamity wasdirectly linked to their idolatry. Famineisone painful
consequence that results in death.

God chosethisas one punishment for Israel. Israel may also try to buy
food from other nations as the sons of Jacob did, but the conditions
may not be safe for them to search for food elsewhere. Since famine
was a punishment from the Lord, all avenues of hopewill fail.

Israel was not going to dwell inthe Lord’sland but will bein captivity
and eat the unclean things in Assyria. Egypt in this context does not
refer totheliteral Egypt. It refersto their captivity that will belike the
time their fathers were in bondage in Egypt. It was Assyria that
subsequently took Israel captive. When they were in bondage, they
had no freedom even to choose what to eat. They will eat whatever
wasavailable, including themeat of unclean animals. They will haveto
partake of it to satisfy their hunger. The Lord told them to anticipate
thiskind of life.

This message was conveyed to them with the intent that some will
listen and repent and escape the disaster.

THOUGHT: Any calamity isdirectly linkedto sin.
PRAY ER: Lord, savetherighteousin the midst of apostasy.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 “There was no such deed done

HOSEA9 nor seen ... consider of it, take advice,
JUDGES19:29-30 and speak your minds.”

THE FATE OF ISRAEL IN EXILE

In captivity Israel will not have an opportunity to worship the Lord as
prescribed inthe Law of Moses. They will offer wine or sacrifices but
all these will not be pleasing to the Lord. Their bread will be as the
bread of mourners and polluted bread, thus it will not be fit for the
house of the Lord.

The Law also assigned solemn days and days of feasts, but in captivity
the observation of these occasionswill beimpossible. The nation had
gone to destruction and their land shall be in ruins. All their good
things were turned into sources of suffering. Nettles and thorns best
describe the kind of ruin that the land will become.

The days of visitation and recompense wereto come: These were the
days when the vengeance of the Lord would be accomplished. The
prophet of God was seen as a fool and the spiritual man a mad man.
(Jesus Himself was called mad by the Jews and so was Paul by Festus
the governor.) When those who were able to give positive assistance
ignored God, there would be no more direction but only destruction.
Thiswas the situation Israel wasin at that time. Hosea said that they
were greatly corrupt, even asin the days of Gibeah. Thiswasacity of
the tribe of Benjamin that had done corruptly in the days of Judges.
Barnes added the following to this comparison, he said, “Asin, the
days of Gibeah — When Benjamin espoused the cause of ‘the children
of Belial’ who had worked such horrible brutishnessin Gibeah toward
the concubine of the Levite. Thisthey maintained with such obstinacy,
that, through God's judgment, the whole tribe perished, except six
hundred men.” (Albert Barnes, Notes on the Bible)

THOUGHT: God will remember their iniquity.
PRAYER: Lord, may thefate of Israel serveasawarningtome.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 9
2CORINTHIANS1:3-4
1JOHN 1.9 “..the God of all comfort.”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

What “ tribulation” we go through in this sinful world. Daily we may
have to face troubles, painful circumstances, difficult people, heart-
breaking disappoi ntments, and maybe even life-threatening sicknesses.
Many of these are beyond our control. Even our own sinful self can
unleash its destructive power to our own surprise! How we wish if
only Thou wilt removeall thesefar from usand make our lives peaceful
and serene. If only Thou...

Yet, we need not and ought not to plead “If only Thou....” For Thy
Word has already assured us of the availability and reality of Thy
comfort “in ALL our tribulation.” Let us come to our Lord Jesus to
confess and to repent of our sins. “ If we confess our sins, heisfaithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). And then, let us come to Thee, “ the
Father of our Lord Jesus...the God of all comfort.”

Jesus has said: “ Let not your heart be troubled...” (John 14:1) and
“ Thesethings| have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer...” (John
16:33). Theuntroubled heart, the* peace” and the* good cheer” come
not because Thou removeth all troubl es, tears and sorrows. They come
because Thou hast promised to comfort us IN our tribulation. So if
Thou alloweth tribulation to come our way, may we not ask that the
tribulation be removed but that in the midst of it all we may learn to
walk closer to “the God of all comfort,” and to experience that
untroubled heart, that “ peace,” that “ good cheer,” that heavenly
comfort which aretherefor us.

O how foolish we have been in constantly forfeiting ourselvesall these
wonderful blessings by our own stubbornness and reliance on our
own efforts and wisdom, constantly refusing to look to Thee, “the
God of all comfort.” Forgive us, Father. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: What do | dowhen | am troubled?
PRAYER: | thank Thee, Father, for being the God of all comfort.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10

HOSEA9 “...I have taken away my peace ...
JEREMIAH 16:1-9 even lovingkindness and mercies.”

GOD WILL DEPART FROM THE NATION

The story of Gibeah was not a happy incident and Israel was familiar
with it. It was used to show them the magnitude of what would befall
them. Their glory shall fly away asabird from birth. Inits place there
will be disgrace. Thevisitation with chastisement will bring Israel down
and Ephraim shall disappear.

Theassertion herethat Israel will be bereaved of her children suggests
that mass death will be aresult of war. Theyoung will all die. Thiswas
onereason that the Lord told prophet Jeremiah not to marry. The Lord
did not want him to go through that grief. Much evil will befall Israel
when the Lord departed fromthem. A woeisacurse. Israel wasplanted
in apleasant place but their children shall be murdered. They will have
amiscarrying womb and dry breasts. Thisisapicture of the grief that
Israel will haveto face.

TheLord sintention wasto save them from that pain. However, | srael
was so engrossed with idolatry that they did not listen. God had
departed from them and they had no light to seek to do good. They
wereindwelled by an evil spirit and were blind to any admonition that
could have saved them. They needed to repent and to forsake their
sins.

Israel did not repent and those calamitiesbefell her. All thewickedness
of Israel in Gilgal will have them driven out of the house of the Lord.
She will be smitten and its root dried up. They shall bear no fruit.
Whatever they had will be taken away from them, even their infants
will be slain. God will cast them away because they did not hear Him.
They shall be wanderers among the nations. They will live alife of
slavery.

THOUGHT: No onecontinuesin sin and remainsfree.
PRAY ER: Lord, may | bewilling to hear when Thou speaketh.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

HOSEA 10 “Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
ROMANS13:1-7 resisteth the ordinance of God ...”

THE PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL

The messages that Hosea conveyed to Israel are nearly identical. The
only differenceisthat he spoke at different timesand to different groups
of people. Nevertheless the problemsthat faced I srael were the same.
The message was the same since Israel was engrossed with the same
sins. God did not cease to warn them of eminent punishment. The
nation was destined for destruction.

The sin of Israel is described: Israel was compared to an empty vine
that brought forth fruits. According to the multitude of their fruits,
they also increased the number of altars. And according to the fertility
of their land, they made “ goodly images’ (Hosea 10:1). Thisis a
reference to their vain worship where they offered sacrificesin many
atars and made idols that were only good for the eyes to behold. In
these efforts, they thought they were offering true worship. In actual
fact, they had forsaken the Lord and their heartswere divided. God will
break down their altars and spoil their images.

Idols are usel ess objects and have no place in the worship of God. Itis
asin expressly forbiddenin God's commandment.

Israel also rejected their king because they did not fear the Lord. This
mindset was manifested in the way in which different kings of the
divided kingdom were removed and otherswereinstalled in their place.
Those who came forcefully to power did not have full exercise of
authority because they did not command any respect among their
subjects.

Rejection of authority is also asin against God and man. The need to
obey authority isenshrined in the commandment to honour father and
mother. Thisisunderstood to include all superiors, equalsand inferiors.
There hasto be mutual respect in all these relations so that all may co-
exist harmoniously. Sadly thiswas not the casein Israel.

THOUGHT: Lawlessness brings harm to innocent peopl e.
PRAY ER: Lord, teach meto submit to thosein authority.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

HOSEA 10 “ ... that he may be able by sound doctrine both
TITUS1:9-16 to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.”

THE MANIFESTATION OF THEIR SIN

The peopleof |srael were characterized astelling liesnot only in ordinary
conversation but morein serious matters, and they sworefalsely. They
were to answer for their sin. One does not swear falsely or make a
covenant without serious consequences.

Israel was facing such repercussions because of their sinful ways.
Falsehood istransgression of God's commandment. | srael had forsaken
the Lord and the priests who were to teach the Law of God were
themselves destitute of knowledge. Their ignorance led to their
transgression and their sin was openly manifested.

The people of Samariavalued their idols. The calves of Bethaven were
imitations of the onesthat their king had put up in Dan and Bethel. The
people mourned over theloss of their idals, idolswhich the priests had
beforerejoiced over. They mourned because their glory was departed.
They were false worshippers and fal se priests. They wereimitators of
true worship and they valued the religion of their own creation. Their
sinwas manifest at all timesand it remained for along time. Hoseahad
to give this picture of the transgression of Israel repeatedly because
God was not pleased with it and they had to be warned. At the same
time, it gave those who wished to obey God a window of hope, i.e.
forgiveness of their sinsif they repented of their sin.

History goesin circles and the saying goes that if one does not learn
fromit hewill repeat itsmistakes. Thebiblical commandsagainst idol atry
and falsehood stand to this day and will be forever. The Church of
Rome, for example, isthe largest religion with Christian roots. Every
building of this church has a number of images and they bow before
them. It is, nonetheless, idolatry. There are many other practices and
doctrines of this church that have no biblical basis. The Church has
been warned. And God will judge. Will you learn from history?

THOUGHT: Theend of transgression is punishment.
PRAYER: Lord, open my eyestothesin of idolatry.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
REVELATION 3:16 “1 know thy works, that thou
1CORINTHIANS10:31 art neither cold nor hot...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

May we heed Thy warning to us in Revelation 3:16 that Thou wilt
“spue” usout of Thy mouth if we are “ neither cold nor hot.”

Have we been so lukewarm, so distasteful, to Thee that Thou wilt
vomit usout of Thy mouth, O Father? Guide usto honestly review how
we have been living our lives, that we may see how we have been
“neither cold nor hot.”

Lukewarmness may be seen in the way we serve Thee. We may have
served half-heartedly, perhaps even grudgingly, out of obligation to
our brethren, to be seen and to be prai sed by man, for our own exaltation
or glory.

We may have been “ neither cold nor hot” as evident in the way we
walk with Thee: We may have chosen to obey Thee only when
convenient. But when the going gets rough, we rationalize away Thy
instructions, we block out Thy Word from our heart and we take the
easy way out, we do what our own heart dictates, thereby smoothening
our own paths (or so we thought). We worship Thee or attend Prayer
Meeting when we have “nothing better to do.” We serve Thee when
convenient. In our servicewe put self before Thee, doing what isright
in our own eyes, glorifying ourselves under the guise of serving Thee.
We are “lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot” and our lives are
distasteful to Thee.

O, Heavenly Father, how we deserve to be vomited out of Thy mouth!
Yet we plead for Thy mercy. Forgive usfor our lukewarmness. Make us
hot for Theeinstead. Help usto re-learn the lesson of what it meansto
“doall totheglory of God” (1 Cor 10:31) so that our lives may not be
distasteful to Thee but be asweet savour. Help us, O Father! In Jesus
Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Why am| not onfirefor my Lord?
PRAY ER: Forgive my lukewarmness, O Lord.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14

HOSEA 10 “For so it was, that the children of Israel had
2KINGS17:5-8 sinned against the LORD their God ...”

THE PUNISHMENT THAT SHALL COME
UPON THE NATION

The prophet specifically predicted that | srael shall becarried toAssyria.
With its capital in Nineveh, Assyriawas aworld super power at that
time and had the ability to subdue asmall nation like Israel.

In the ancient days, a nation that was conquered by another power
had all its fortified cities destroyed. Everything of value was taken
away from them. The people were also taken captive to be slaves of
the conqueror. Thiswas the punishment Israel was facing. It was not
by accident but it was God's rod of chastisement as the prophet told
them that it would come to pass. This humiliation was a shame to the
nation, but they could not escape because of the hardness of their
hearts.

Theking of Samariawill be cut off like foam upon thewater. Thisisto
say that the king will be cut off and will disappear. The last king of
Israel before the captivity was Hoshea. His fate and that of the nation
was revealed in 2 Kings 17:5-8: “ Then the king of Assyria came up
throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it
three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in
Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the
Medes. For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against
the LORD their God, which had brought them up out of the land of
Egypt, fromunder the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared
other gods, And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the
LORD cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of
Israel, which they had made.” God'swords came true.

THOUGHT: Sinbringsdavery.
PRAY ER: Lord, use my testimony to save somefromsin.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

HOSEA 1O “For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy
ACTS4:24-30 counsel determined before to be done.”

THE DESTINY OF THE NATION

The high place of Aven (which symbolized the sin of Israel) will be
destroyed and will be overgrown with thorns. This is expressive of
desolation that the land will experience for the people will be carried
away and no one will beleft to take care of the land.

God had to chastise them because of their sin. When God speaks of
Hisretribution, itisnot asmall matter. It comeswith great pain because
Heisajust God. This was the experience of Israel and it was never
pleasant. It was a life-changing matter that could not be reversed.

At this point, Israel was set for captivity. She was likened to a heifer
that was being trained. In those days, the cows were also used as oxen
in various farming and transport needs. Each animal had to be trained
to fulfil certain tasks. Here, it was used to tread the corn. Judah was
given the duty of pulling the plough. A commentator suggests that
Israel was taught in the law of God but did not regard it and chose to
live at ease and grew fat. The metaphor shows that the assigned task
was too little for them. Since they were ten tribes, they easily
overwhelmed Judah which had only two tribes (source: John Gill’s
Exposition of the entire Bible). When they sowed righteousness, they
reaped more blessings. When they sowed in the wilderness, they reaped
iniquity because they trusted in the flesh. Israel shall thus be defeated
and her children killed mercilessly. Theking shall be cut off because of
idolatry.

Every sin goes with punishment. God is never pleased with habitual
sin. The consequences are painful in thislife and more so in eternity.
Seek obedience to God and live to see His blessings.

THOUGHT: Pleasing Godisabeliever’spriority.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto chooseto liverighteously before Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 16

HOSEALL «_.that it might be fulfilled which was
MATTHEW 2:13-15 spoken of the Lord by the prophet ...

GOD SHOWS MERCY TO ISRAEL

Regardless of the waywardness of Israel, the Lord did not turn His
heart away from them. He was longsuffering just as when He brought
them out of Egypt. And Hewastoreceiveall theglory. InHosea 11, the
prophet showed that God was still compassionate towards them.
Moreover, he reminded them of His justice. He gave hope to them
because God loved Israel.

The picture of God’s mercy is manifest as history is told: God called
Israel out of Egypt as a child. The name Israel was a name that God

gaveto Jacob. It means aprince of God. Jacob as afamily went down
to Egypt with seventy-five persons, on theinvitation of his son Joseph.
They had to |eave Canaan because of the famine. Sincethey werewell
treated in Egypt and given the best of the land, they decided to remain
there permanently. After more than four hundred yearsin Egypt, they
reached a population of two million. The story of Exodus saw them
returning to the land of Canaan, the place that God had promised to
giveto their fathers.

Hosea 11:1 isreferred toin Matthew 2:15 in connection with the birth
of Christ and the family’sflight to Egypt to escape from Herod:
“When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night,
and departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of Herod:
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying, Out of Egypt have | called my son” (Matt 2:14-15).

This showsthat Hosea 11:1 meant more than what the people knew in
thetime of Hosea. The election of Israel asanation under God hasthe
ultimate goal of fulfilling God’s plan of redemption.

THOUGHT: God savesall by graceaone.
PRAYER: Lord, may | dwaysremember and bethankful for Thy
redemptive plan of salvation.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
ACTS9:6 “Thy word is a lamp
PSALM 119:72 unto my feet...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We come to Thee confessing our many shortcomings: our self-
centredness, wilfulness and waywardness. Forgive us, O Father.

Our lives do not belong to us but to our Redeemer. May our hearts
echo Paul’s question: “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” Indeed,
as Thy blood-bought children, may we be constantly grateful to Thee
and come to Thee in complete submission, willing to be moulded by
the nail-pierced Hands of our Saviour, and to do Thy every bidding.
Not afew, not some, but Thy every bidding.

Help us, Father, that as we read Thy Word, our hearts, our souls and
our mindswill totally betuned into Thee. That wewill alwayswant to
take Thy instructions to heart and to apply Thy Word with
understanding. That we will say: “ The law of thy mouth is better unto
me than thousands of gold and silver” (Ps119:72).

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”

“...bethankful unto him...” (Ps100:4).“ ...by love serve one another”

(Gal 5:13). “ Humbleyourselves...” (James4:10)."“ ...beyekind oneto
another, tenderhearted, forgiving oneancther ...” (Eph4:32).“ ...Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you...” (Matt 5:44). “ Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide
things honest in the sight of all men” (Rom 12:17). “ And whatsoever
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col 3:23).
These are what Thou wilt that we do. Indeed, much more than these
hast Thou revealed in Thy Word. “ Thy word isa lamp unto my feet ...”

O, Heavenly Father, may weresolve by Thy graceto put off our wilful
self and to obey Thy every Word and walk submissively in that well-
lit, Word-lit, path of righteousness so long as Thou giveth us breath.
Help us, Father. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Dol redly allow God to dictatehow | livemy life?
PRAYER: OLord, may | bequick to obey Thy instructions.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 “But God commendeth his love

HOSEA1L toward us, in that, while we were
ROMANSS:1-11 yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

GOD SAVES THE IGNORANT

Coming back to Israel, the Lord pointed again at one of their foremost
sins. They were sacrificing to Baalim and burning incense to graven
images. The silent admission of idol worshipisdenial of the existence
of God. The psalmist condemned atheism saying that those who hold
tothisteaching arefools. When Israel practised asyncretistic religion,
they had no idea that they were denying God and acting the fool. The
words of Hosea were meant to show them their sin but they simply
ignored him.

God taught Ephraim (Israel) to go as part of His plan of salvation, but
they did not know that God had healed them (Hosea 11:3). Israel was
like a baby learning to walk and God made them to take those first
steps. Their lack of knowledge also made them thankl ess.

It issuch atragedy that God's people were ignorant of what God had
donefor them and as such did not appreciate Hisgrace. The Lord said
that He drew them with cords of a man and bands of love. Thisisan
expression of that grace, but Israel was oblivious to that goodness.
The Lord also eased their burden and gave them food.

In revealing this to Israel through the prophet Hosea, the Lord was
telling Israel to turn away fromtheir sinful waysandto follow the Lord.
God was indeed gracious to them. He showed this by doing to Israel
what they did not deserve. The voice of the prophet was an extension
of that grace. It was to help them turn to the Lord and live.

The character and responses of Israel in the days of Hosea,
unfortunately, are repeated in our world today. Sadly, it is a case of
history repeating itself. Have you still not learnt? Will you let history
be repeated in your life?

THOUGHT: Idol worshipisatheism and acting thefool.
PRAYER: Help me, Lord, to bethankful for Thy saving grace.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
HOSEA11L “..the face of the Lord is
1PETER3:12-14 against them that do evil.”

GOD’'S PUNISHMENT IS FOR REPENTANCE

Israel shall not return to Egypt but shall be under the king of Assyria.
The sword in their cities means mass death by the hand of the enemy.
When that punishment came, it wasfulfilled to theletter. Many fell by
the sword in the battles to capture their cities and those who survived
weretaken captive.

They did not have any kind of freedom including that of worship.
Israel was bent on backsliding and they called not to God. They did
not exalt Him. What befell the nation wasthe natural outcome of such
adisposition. They did not simply reject God, they sinned against Him
more. Thefulfilment of the prophecy of Hosea painted asad picture of
Isradl.

God did not give up on Israel regardless of their rebellion. The Lord
recalled the cities of Admah and Zeboim of Genesis 14 that were spared
after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Though the eventswere
far apart, the Lord saw all these asthework of Hisgrace. He used past
experiences to show this work. They needed to return to the Lord in
order to prosper.

God restrained His anger on them as He was merciful and did not
executethefierceness of Hisanger immediately. Thisdelay gave them
time to repent and to escape punishment. The Lord will forgive them
and give them privileges that they never thought of or deserve. They
will be exalted asthey walked after the LORD and had decent housesin
Assyria. Thus, as much asHe had chosen I srael, He will also manifest
His power and glory through them regardless of their rejection of Him.

THOUGHT: God will not give Hisglory to ancther.
PRAYER: Lord, restrain Thy anger from our sins.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
HOSEA 1L “ ... sanctify the Lord God
1PETER3:15-20 in your hearts ...

ISRAEL REMAINS AS GOD’S NATION

In addition to the exalted position given to I srael, the Lord also restored
to them their houses. Since Hosea's message to all Israel, the Lord
looked at the restoration of Judah after the seventy-year captivity.

When that time came, the Lord moved Cyrustheking of Persiato order
the return of the Jews to Jerusalem as they wished. The Lord was
giving hopeto Israel to show that He was not punishing them for the
sake of it, but to punish their sins.

God saw both Israel and Judah as one nation and gave them victory
over their enemies. However, the tainted picture of their sin could not
be erased from them. Ephraim was said to have compassed the Lord
with lies and the house of Israel with deceit.

Likethesinof idolatry, telling liesisalso adeadly sin and brings great
damage to those who choose to live by it. In contrast to Ephraim,
Judahwill rulewith God and remainfaithful totheLord. Thepreservation
of Judah was the work of God.

It was through this nation that the Redeemer would be born. Heis not
only aRedeemer of Israel, but of thewholeworld. Theroyal family of
Judah from David up to captivity forms the unbroken genealogy of
Christ. This seed was preserved and Christ was born. The Messiah is
thus the focus when God chooses I srael as His people. It isapromise
that He gavefirst through Abraham, that in him all nations of the earth
will be blessed.

Thewaywardness of |srael isareflection of the depravity in the human
heart. They continued in sinin thetime of their abode in Canaan right
through to the captivity. Let uslearn to follow the right path. Look to
Jesusin whom all the promisesof Israel arefulfilled.

THOUGHT: Christ paid the price of man’sredemption.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theethat | am one of the redeemed.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
2CORINTHIANS12:9-10 God is my shelter
PSALM 63:7 in the time of storm.

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We cometo Theeas Thy weak and needy children, acknowledging our
many infirmities, for there are many timeswe are at alossasto what to
do. Many dire straits in our lives seem impassible, barriers
insurmountable. We do not have the answer or solution to the many
difficulties that pepper our earthly lives; and no answer or solution
seems to be in the offing.

Yet learn we must to “ most gladly” glory in our infirmities. Help us,
Father, to look infirmities in the face and acknowledge that Thou hast
allowed them to come into our lives so that “ the power of Christ may
rest upon” us; so that we may cometo Thee and experiencefirst-hand
the power of Christ and to see what Thou canst do in our lives.

We thank Thee, Father, for our dark circumstances, for through them
Thou art working amighty work in us, moulding us, strengthening us
and growing us.

May we keep trusting in Thee even when all isbleak and dismal. Keep
us looking up to Thee for “ thou hast been my help, therefore in the
shadow of thy wings will | rejoice” (Ps 63:7). We can rejoice, not
because we are strong and able to solve our problems, but because
Thou art our Helper and we are in the shadow of Thy wings. Surely
thereis no safer or better or happier placein the world.

Keep usrejoicing, Father, while we seek shelter in the shadow of Thy
wings. For only when we are weak, then the strength and power of
Christ can be seen in us. May we let our lives, although fraught with
weaknesses and difficulties, be living testimonies of the power of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, bringing glory to Thee, the Almighty
and Loving God. In Jesus’' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: “With Christ inthe vessel we can smile at the storm”!
PRAYER: | thank Thee, Lord, for thetrialsin my life, for through them
| learn to look up to Thee and to trust in Thee.

53



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

HOSEA 12 “...that ye may know and believe me,
ISAIAH 43: 8-13 and understand that | am he ...”

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

Israel did not improvetheir relationship with God in the days of Hosea.
The picture depicted in the life of Hosea remained the same despite
the cry of the prophet. The only hope was that God was still speaking
to them and those who obeyed were saved.

They had history to learn from yet they did not take heed. God is
sovereign and will intervene. The way of repentance was not in sight
yet. Their faithlessness was ever manifested. The prophet had to put
thesethingsin aclear light. Hebegan with the declaration that Ephraim
fed in the wind and followed after the east wind. He added that the
nation daily increased in lies and desolation. Thisis an expression of
their very low moral condition. Hosea could not say anything good
about Israel, only evil. The people had forgotten the Lord and were
ready to be yoked with peoples of other nations.

Assyria and Egypt here are mentioned as having some form of
relationship with them. Egypt was a reminder of their turning away
fromthe Lord sincethey were earlier rescued from that nation. Assyria
was going to be their future slave-master that was used as an
instrument of God’s vengeance.

The prophet addressed both Israel and Judah and he reveded the
Lord’s mind towards them also at that time. He said that the Lord had
“ also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to
hisways’ (Hosea12:2). The Lord was especially interested in Israel
because He had revealed Himself to them and much was expected of
the people. The assertion that He will recompense the house of Jacob
according to his doings was an assertion of Hisjustice. Israel knew
about all these but they did not bring themselves into obedience to
the Lord. They continued in their sinful ways and thus the prophet
told of the looming punishment.

THOUGHT: They had the opportunity to repent, but did they?
PRAY ER: Lord, teach meto appreciate Thy longsuffering.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 23

HOSEA 12 “And the LORD said unto her,
GENESIS25:21-34 Two nations are in thy womb ...”

HISTORY HAS A LESSON FOR THE NATION

The prophet made reference to the account in Genesis 25:26 at the
birth of Jacob and Esau. The account became an allegory and attributed
strength to Jacob over his brother. Centuries after, Jacob became a
nation and not an individual and had power with God.

The episode of Genesis 32:24-32 where Jacob wrestled with the angel
is also referred to here. A reference was aso made to the event in
Genesis 28:12 which took placein Bethel. Thiswaswherethe Lord
repeated His covenant with Abraham and Isaac. In mentioning these
landmark events, the Lord wasreminding | srael that they were aspecial
people in the heart of the Lord. He had to deal with them by His
sovereign will in order to bring to pass His promises to their fathers.

Thetitle of God asLORD of hostsisused herein verse 5 to show that
God was fighting battlesfor Israel. If they wereto remain on the side
of theL ord, al would have beenwell for them. However, they committed
abomination by indulginginidolatry. Inthisthey denied God who led
and sustained them. The prophet made a call to them exhorting them
toturnto God, to keep mercy and judgment and to wait continually on
God. Thiswasaduty that Israel knew from the Mosaic Law, but they
had forsaken and went after Baal and other idols. Interestingly, there
were religious leaders who were supposed to teach and interpret the
Law of God to the people, but all of them had forsaken their
responsibility and had sought to please men. Those who spoke the
truth were oppressed by the authorities. Theword of the true prophets
cameto pass. InHosea 12, | srael should recognize the prophet of God
and listen to him and return to God. Today, there are messengers of
God who speak for Him. Areyou listening?

THOUGHT: Few stand ontheLord'sside.
PRAYER: Lord, may | stand for Thee, and with Thee, all thetime.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 “God, who at sundry times and in divers

HOSEA 12 manners spake in time past unto the
HEBREWS1:1-5 fathers by the prophets.”

ISRAEL CONTINUES IN SIN AND GOD INTERVENES

Israel was compared to a merchant having balances of deceit in his
hands. He loved to oppress with these. This is to say there was no
honesty in the business of exchange of goods. Israel allowed stealing
from the helpless to thrive. They became rich by this dishonesty.

The people boasted about that particular sin. They were never
conscious that the whole situation was against God and man. Even
though they seemed to be ignorant of their sin, God did not look away
fromit. ThisisHismessageto them: “ And | that amthe LORD thy God
from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as
in the days of the solemn feast. | have also spoken by the prophets,
and | have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of
the prophets’ (Hosea 12:9-10). Thisshowsthe superiority of God over
the works of men. Tabernacles were humble dwellings compared to
permanent houses. The Lord was saying that He was able to humble
Israel despite their boasting over the things that they possessed. God
had shown them great things by the prophets and these were His
communication to them that they were to listen.

The opening words of the book of Hebrews say that God in the past
spoke by the prophets and in these last days He has spoken through
His Son. When the Son of God came He preached the gospel of
salvation. He al'so commissioned the disciplesto go into all the world
and preach that gospel. This is the gospel that has been preached in
the New Testament church. Those who listen to it came to salvation
offered freely through the Son of God. Heis pleading with the present
generation, asHe pleaded with I srael through Hosea, to returnto Him.
Have you come back to the Lord?

THOUGHT: God speaksat al times.
PRAYER: Lord, givemealistening ear.

56



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
1SAMUEL 7:3 “ ...choose you this day
JOSHUA 24:15-24 whom ye will serve ...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We thank Thee for 1 Samuel 7:3. Help us to take heed of Samuel’s
message to Israel, that our own spiritual livestoo may be revived.

May we cometo Theewith all our hearts, putting away any and all our
“strangegods.” Evenif nooneknows, Thou, O Father, knoweth what
“strange gods’ we harbour in the dark, deep corners of our hearts:
position, power, popularity, praises of man, wealth, our careers, our
loved ones, our pride, our “face,” even our own selfish self! How we
treasure these “ gods’ and worship them. How we bow ourselves to
them, and serve and obey them. We allow our livesto beruled by them,
|etting them take precedence over Thee. May Thou forgive our idolatry
and help us to put away our “ strange gods’ and come to Thee truly,
sincerely, with al our hearts, undivided, worshipping no“ strange gods”

but Thee only.

And then may we prepare our hearts to serve Thee. Help us to check
our own hearts: Are our hearts pure? Or do we still entertain selfish,
sinful, evil thoughts or desires? Are our hearts truly ready to serve
Thee? May Thy Spirit search our hearts and prepare us.

With our hearts prepared, then finally may we serve Thee. What isthe
purpose of Thy reviving us if it is not to serve Thee with our hearts
and our lives? Grant us, Father, that desire to serve Thee.

Andwhen we serve Thee, may we serve only Thee. Could we possibly
be serving anyone else? O wretched, sinful people that we are, we
confess, Father, how self-serving we can be. Forgive us, and make us
truly God-serving, that our service may be God-honouring and God-

glorifying.

Revive us, O Father, that our revived lives may be of useto Thee, for
Thy glory, and Thineonly! In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Am| redly serving my God with my life?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto put away the“ strange gods’ inmy life.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 “c

ome unto me, all ye that labour
HOSEA 12 and are heavy laden,
MATTHEW 11:28-30 and | will give you rest.”

THE WAY OF REPENTANCE IS NOT IN SIGHT

Their rejection of God through idolatry magnified theiniquity in Israel
because they offered false sacrifices. The prophet called this vanity.
They had a form of worship but their worship was not according to
God'sLaw. They were satisfied and had some expectation of blessings,
but all their effort wasvain.

Jacob is mentioned as having served in Syria for a wife. Thisis a
reference to the Genesis narrative of the patriarch serving Laban for a
wife. Hekept livestock asadowry payment. Thisreference may seem
out of place in what the prophet was addressing, but the reminder of
God'sdealing with the house of Israel centred on Jacob. Heisreferred
to asanindividual and also asanation. He said this also of the nation
inverse 13, “ And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt,
and by a prophet was he preserved.” In saying this, Hosea was
pointing at the ministry of the prophets as God’s means of saving and
preserving the nation. They should not thus look at the old prophet
only, but they should listen to the present prophet. However, the
contrary was true. They were not listening to the prophet, but they
provoked the Lord greatly. Reproach shall return to them.

The Lord had responded to the apostasy of King Solomon and divided
thekingdom into two. However, the nation that took the largest number
of people began with rejection of God and adoption of false worship.
God was gracious still and wanted them to return to Him.

Faithlessness is spiritual slavery and keeps the offender in sadness.
Joy comes when one repents and trusts the Lord. There is hope for
such aperson. Bring all your burdensto Jesus and you will haverest.

THOUGHT: Idolatry isvanity.
PRAYER: Lord, allow meto offer Thee aworthy service.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

HOSEA 13 “...the body of sin might be destroyed,
ROMANSG6:1-6 that henceforth we should not serve sin.”

GOD’S CONTROVERSY WITH ISRAEL CONTINUES

The faithlessness of Israel continued to keep them in the negative
light. Idolatry thrived and the people were too proud to turn to God.
The Lord kept awatch of their rejection of Him. He declared that He
was their only King who could save. The sin of Israel and their
punishment loomed. Their end was desol ation and tribul ation. However,
God did not forget them.

Ephraim spoke exalting himself in Israel and hedied for following Baal.
Such description of the chief tribe of Israel revealsthe pride that was
demonstrated in idol worship. However, the wages of sin caught up
with them and they perished for it. They sinned more and went deep
into idolatry. They made images of silver according to their
understanding. All of them were the work of craftsmen and were no
godsat all. God abhorsthe sin of idolatry becauseit isadirect rejection
of Him.

Secondly, the prohibition of this sin is enshrined in the first and the
second commandments of the Law. Other nations who did not know
God had idolstofill thevoid shown in God'sgeneral revelation. They
also compared themselves with other nations. The vanity of idolatry
isthus described, “ Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and
as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with
the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney”

(Hosea 13:3). The metaphors of cloud, dew, chaff and smoke best
represent fal se hope: visible to the eyes, but disappear without notice
and cannot be restored.

THOUGHT: “ ... Shall we continuein sin, that grace may abound?”
(Rom6:1)
PRAY ER: Lord, magnify Thy Name among the nations.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

HOSEA 13 “The fear of the LORD is clean,
PSALM 119:1-9 enduring for ever...”

THE LORD ISALWAYS THE TRUE GOD

Regardless of Israel’srejection of God, the Lord remains the same for
thereisno God but Him. Heistheliving God and the M aker of heaven
and earth. He upholds everything that He has created. He al so controls
the destiny of all Hiscreaturesand all submit to Hiswill.

Israel may imagine what seemed best for them, but God never changes.
He is unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness, and truth. The prophets sought to bring home these
messagesto Israel, but they were bent on sinning and were not willing
to listen to the voice of God. In oneincident, the Lord led the prophet
Elijah to dramatize the truth of the being of God over against Baal. The
answer from heaven vindicated the words of Elijah beyond any doubt.
King Ahab did nothing to Elijah even though he had earlier sought to
punish him. In the message of Hosea, God stressed that He was the
LORD known to Israel since the days of Exodus. He said they will
know no other god but Him. Thereisno Saviour beside Him. “ Yesterday,
today, for ever, Jesusisthe same.”

God knew of Israel from thetimethey werein thewilderness. He said
this because that was when He began to have adirect rel ationship with
Israel. The generation of Hosea, through the Scriptures, knew of that
connection. The Lord disclosed this to show that He was superior in
knowledge compared to those who did not want to accept Him. Israel
wasfilled and exalted with pride and had forgotten the Lord. When all
things went well with them and they did not experience any famine,
they forgot the Lord. TheLord said that Hewould betothemasalion
or as aleopard in the way He watched over them. He said He would
meet them as abear bereaved of her little ones. He would devour them.

THOUGHT: God cannot overlook man’sirrational attitude.
PRAYER: Lord, may | learntofear Thee.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 1
DANIEL 3:17 “_.in thine hand is
1CHRONICLES29:12 power and might...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

How comfortingit isto know that ThouART ABLE to deliver usfrom
the * burning fiery furnace” in our lives. What are the* burning fiery
furnace” that we are in right now? Sickness, loss of a loved one,
unemployment, trouble at work, disharmony in the home, relationship
problems? No matter how impossible the situation may seem, Thou
HAST the ability to deliver us.

Yet, we confessthat ever so often we are fearful of the* furnace,” we
despair when we see the “ fire,” and we lose all hope when we arein
the “ fire.” We are such because we look to ourselves or man to help
us. How we have to learn to look up to Thee and to hopein Thee, for
THOUARTABLE.

Thou hast the power to protect Daniel’s three friends when they were
inthe“ burning fiery furnace” whichwas* exceeding hot” (Dan 3:22)
sothat they werenot burnt at all even when engulfed by fire of extremely
high temperature. King Nebuchadnezzar himself testified that he saw a
fourthmanwho* islikethe Son of God” (Dan 3:25) in thefurnacewith
Daniel’sthreefriends. Thou art indeed the all-mighty, all-powerful God!

How we praise Thee!

“...inthine hand is power and might...” (1 Chron 29:12). “ ...Is my
hand shortened at all...have | no power to deliver? behold, at my
rebuke | dry up the sea, | make the rivers a wilderness: their fish
stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst” (Isa50:2).

Whatever “ burning fiery furnace” we may be in now, Thou art the
additional Person thereinit with us. We sing the hymn, “Wherever He
leads!’ll go.” What if Thou leadeth usinto a“ burning fiery furnace” ?
Will westill say “I'll go” ? Remind Thy childrenthat THOU ART ABLE
to deliver and may we see Thee present with usin the“ burning fiery
furnace.” InJesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: “I know my God isableto carry methrough.”
PRAY ER: Increase my faith and trust in Thee, O Lord.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 2 “...he that sat upon him was called
HOSEA 13 Faithful and True, and in
REVELATION 19:11-16 righteousness he doth judge ...”

GOD IS THE KING OF ISRAEL

The expressions here are so clear that Israel should pay attention to
thewarnings. The Lord put these words in the mouth of Hosea so that
they might listen and come to repentance. Since their hearts were not
guided by the Holy Spirit, there was rebellion. The Lord had to paint
for them aclear picture of their disobedience and the retribution they
had to face.

Israel in their transgressions destroyed themselves. Their only help
can comefrom God. The history of Israel revealsthat God was always
their King. The Lord had called Jacob to Egypt as afamily. After four
hundred yearsit became agreat nation, but they were strangersin that
foreign land. God had called them out of Egypt through Moses and
settled them in the land of Canaan under Joshua. The nation was a
government under God for many years until they asked for a king.
Though God gave them kings, He kept an eye on them and became
their perpetual King. He took that office because no other king could
save. Hetold them that He gave them aking in Hisanger and took him
away in Hiswrath. Their request for aking was part of their rebellion
and God was displeased with it. The story of the anointing of Saul as
their king iswell known. The Lord told them that they had destroyed
themselvesbut their help was only from God. He declared that Hewill
betheir King, for thereisnone other who can savethem intheir cities.
There is a great difference between the strength of man and that of
God. God is al powerful and does all things after the counsel of His
will.

When Jesus came, He preached the kingdom of God. He is King of
kingsand Lord of lords. Israel, asatype of that eternal kingdom, had to
retain God as their King. However, the situation in the days of Hosea
did not represent that expectation. The prophets were messengers of
restoration and they were striving to fulfil thisin their ministry.

THOUGHT: Regjoice! TheLORD isking.
PRAYER: Lord, help metobeThy loyal subject.
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MONDAY, MARCH 3

HOSEA 13 “...let every man be swift to hear, slow
JAMES1:19-23 to speak, slow to wrath.”

THE WRATH OF GOD BRINGS PAIN TO ISRAEL

Thereisacommon expression that thereisno gain without pain. While
not true all thetime, we know that God does use pain for our gain. God
had to inflict pain on Israel to ensure that they obey Him. Yet, the
iniquity of Ephraim remained.

The sorrows of Israel were compared to those of a woman in travail.
Jesus also used thisexamplein John 16:21. It meansthat thereis hope
for the woman while she undergoes that pain. In the end, a child is
born into theworld. Jesus said that she will forget the pain because of
thejoy of bringing forth life. God said Hewill rescue His children from
the power of death if they repent. The Lord said that though I srael was
fruitful among hisbrethren, he shall be destroyed by natural calamities.
The prophecy concerning Samaria was gloomy and many prophets
foretoldit. Thecity wasto be desolate and wasto go through tribul ation.
Subsequent history confirmed all the words of the Lord for God made
good His threats.

Hosea did not cease to speak to the wayward nation since God had
called himinto that mission. The circle of transgression continued and
God was not donewith Isragl yet. Hisgracewas manifest in Hisefforts
to convict them and to sustain the work of His prophets. Do not reject
God, cometo Himin repentance.

THOUGHT: God can usepainfor my gain.
PRAYER: Lord, taketheworld but give me Jesus.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 4 “...and let him return unto the LORD,

HOSEA 14 and he will have mercy upon him;
ISAIAH55:1-7 and ... he will abundantly pardon.”

MESSAGE OF HOPE FOR ISRAEL

In Hosea 14 is the last message of Hosea to Isragl. In it he gave an
optimistic note of the days to come. Israel had the opportunity to
amend their waysand return to God. The Lord was also gracious enough
to accept them upon their repentance. When that happens, the prophet
will havefulfilled hisduty with success. Those who gave heed lived to
see good days.

The exhortation to repentance: |srael was urged to return to the Lord
for they had fallen into iniquity. In the past messages, the prophet had
enumerated all the sins of the nation and had told them God’s desire
about the situation. It was their only means to salvation in the
entanglement of sin. They were asked to pray that the Lord would take
away their iniquity and receive them graciously. Thiswould make them
give praise to the Lord for what He had done for them. Their enemy
Assyria (Asshur) could not save and they could not ride on horses. It
is possiblethat there was some diplomatic contact with thisnation like
Hezekiah had with Babylon. This “friendly” nation was powerful by
then and Israel may have trusted them for their security. However,
unknown to them, this mighty nation had been appointed of the Lord
asarod to chastise Isradl.

The main problem of the nation that was often repeated was their
rejection of God and their idol atrous worship. These were dismissed as
the work of their own hands that will not lead to mercy. The Lord
however is the true God and is able to show His mercy and provide
blessings to the needy.

THOUGHT: My GodisaGod of mercy.
PRAYER: Lord, revivemeagain.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
2CORINTHIANSS:21
PROVERBS21:6 “Lie not one to another...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

Honesty in a dishonest world, honesty from a sinful heart, seems so
dissonant. The opposite of “ providing for honest things” (2 Cor 8:21)
is so much easier and natural for us sinners. A little distortion of the
truth here, an outright lie there, an half-truth once awhile, enables us
to look good (or others look bad!) in the sight of men, helps us get
what we want, helps us get ourselves off the hook, hastensthe closing
of abusinessdeal, or givesusalittle more financial gain. Or maybeit
isnot for self but for others, maybeit isto help afriend in need.

Yet, whatever our motives (even atruistic ones), our dishonesty isstill
sin in Thy sight. And we need to confess and repent of our sin of
dishonesty. For the same Word of God that gives us the message of
salvation and assurance of eternal life also condemns dishonesty.
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour” (Exod
20:16). “ Lie not oneto another, seeing that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds’ (Col 3:9). “ Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers
weights.... For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously,
are an abomination unto the LORD thy God” (Deut 25:13, 16). “ A
falsebalanceisabominationtothe LORD...” (Prov 11:1). “ Thegetting
of treasures by a lying tongue isa vanity tossed to and fro of themthat
seek death” (Prov 21:6).

“O how love | thy law! it is my meditation all the day” (Ps 119:97).
May we not only study and defend Thy Word, but also love Thy Word
and meditate on Thy words that condemn dishonesty. May Thy Spirit
lead us to hate our dishonest words and see our dishonest ways the
way Thou seeth them: all an abomination! May we never cover them
up or excuse ourselves. Forgive us, O Father, for our many lies and
dishonest dealings with men, even our own brethren. Cleanse us of
our filthiness and grant us that desire to “ ever follow that which is
good, both among yourselves, and to all men” (1 Thess5:15). In Jesus
Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Thereisno suchthing asawhitelie. Alieisalie.
PRAY ER: Help me, Lord, not to excuse my sin of dishonesty.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 6 “...Consider the lilies of the field...

HOSEA 14 That even Solomon in all his glory
MATTHEW 6:25-34 was not arrayed like one of these.”

A MANIFESTATION OF GOD’'S GRACE

The prophet Hosea did not cease to denouncethe sinsof Israel. At the
sametime, he pointed out to them the way of reconciliation with God.
He aways reminded them of the greatness of God and what He was
ableto dofor them. God did not condemn them at once, but asmuch as
Hewaslongsuffering, He gave them timeto repent. However, they did
not listen and did not return to the Lord. They knew that God wastrue
and the words of the prophet were right, but they were blinded from
acknowledging the truth. Thisrebellion characterized I srael from the
days of Exodus and was a revelation of the depravity of the human
heart.

The Lord promised to heal their backsliding and to love them freely.
Hisanger will beturned away from them. There was no better way than
this offer from their heavenly Father. He also promised prosperous
blessing to the nation. He said, “I will be as the dew unto Israel: he
shall grow asthelily, and cast forth hisrootsas Lebanon. Hisbranches
shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell
asLebanon” (Hosea14:5-6). God will provide nourishment to I srael so
that their beauty will be demonstrated. The comparison with Lebanon
could refer to that trademark of the land, the cedar tree. Lilies, olive
trees and cedar are at their best when they put forth flowers and green
leaves. They offer apleasant beauty. This showed how the Lord desired
to makethisnationto shine. He added that those dwelling under Israel’s
shadow shall return and be revived as corn.

“Israel seeks God'sface, and they shall not seek it invain. Hisanger is
turned from them. Whom God loves, he lovesfreely; not because they
deserveit, but of his own good pleasure. God will be to them all they
need. The gracesof the Spirit are the hidden manna, hidden in the dew;
thegracethusfreely bestowed onthem shall not beinvain.” (Matthew
Henry)

THOUGHT: All who dwell under God’ s shadow fare the better.
PRAYER: Lord, may | alwaysacknowledge Thy graceinmy life.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 7

HOSEA 14 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
PROVERBS1:1-7 knowledge: but fools despise wisdom...”

THE BLESSINGS THAT COME WITH REPENTANCE

If God wasto demonstrate Hisjustice, then Hewould have condemned
Israel and removed them from the earth completely. However, thisis
not the only character of God. When there is hope, He offerstime for
consideration. ThisHedid to Israel.

The shadow of the Lord is ever protective and satisfactory. The
understanding of the value of ashadow comeswith theimagination of
a very hot sun in a desert place where there are no trees. When a
shadow is found, it provides great relief and one does not wish to
leave. God isthat protective shadow when there is no other hope.

Repentance also freesthe peoplefromidolatry. God hears and observes
them. The stepsthey take free them from the guilt of sin and maketheir
relationship with God acceptable. Their understanding also becomes
clear and they appreciate God and His commandments. The enmity
that sin brings is removed, and fellowship with God becomes
meaningful.

The application of wisdom is true faith: Wisdom leads to the
understanding of these things. It istrue that the fear of the Lord isthe
beginning of wisdom. God istruth and isthe source of wisdom. Prudence
is knowing His Word. The ways of the Lord are right and just.
Transgressors shall fall and get what they deserve.

This message is an expression of God's desire for His people. It isa
positive note that brings life. There is no hope in disobedience. To
repent is always God's call to sinners. Today, we too have fallen into
the same trap as Israel and we too need to repent. “ ...repent ye, and
believethe gospel” (Mark 1:15).

THOUGHT: The penitent shall return and dwell under His shadow.
PRAYER: Lord, save Thy people who comein repentance.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 8 “ And the guard stood,

JOEL 1 every man with his weapons
2KINGS11 in his hand, round about the king ...”

JOEL INTERPRETS JUDAH’S CALAMITY

Joel was aprophet in Judah asthe context suggests. A combination of
factors put himin the eighth century BC Some similaritieswith Amos
suggest that he prophesied about the same time. He may have
prophesied from about 835 BC when Athaliah was removed and Joash
ascended the throne. The boy king ruled under the regency of Jehoiadah
the priest. Thus the prophet’s reference to priests and not kings adds
to the determining of histime. Joel prophesied when there was a great
calamity in the nation. His book is authenticated in the book of Acts
when Peter quoted from it in his sermon in the day of Pentecost. This
isthefirst part of Joel’s messagein which hetold of the past day of the
locust and the past day of the drought.

Joel introduced himself asthe son of Pethuel. Hisfrequent referenceto
Zion and the house of the Lord suggests that he lived not far from
Jerusalem. He may have been a priest. He was a clear and
uncompromising preacher of repentance. In his opening words, he
told the peopleto listen and asked if they had seen such adisaster. He
prophesied of agreat calamity in the nation. The combination of locusts
and a drought caused great devastation in the land and the people
wereleft to die. Thiscalamity camefrom God. It wasthusalesson for
many generationsto come and the prophet told them to tell their children,
and they inturnto tell their own children, and so on. They needed God
inorder tolive. Besidesthe locusts, there were al so cankerworms and
caterpillars. These creatures are known to bring great destruction to
the vegetation. They devour to the last blade.

One of the consequences that the destruction brought was that
drunkardswould misstheir drink because the raw materialsfor making
their wine had also been destroyed by the locusts, and their drink was
cut from their mouth.

THOUGHT: Sin causes unimaginabl e devastation.
PRAYER: Lord, help metofollow Thy path of righteousness.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 9
LUKEG:31 “Let him eschew evil,
PSALM 37:3 and do good...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

The world says “Do not do to others what you do not want others to
do to you.” Thisis good advice which if obeyed would have spared
the world of many ills. And yet, Father, thisis not Thy teaching. For
Thou knoweth that it would not add any good to the world.

Thou expecteth much more from us. In Thy infinite knowledge and
wisdom, and consistent with Thy loving nature, Thou wanteth us not
just to refrain from doing bad. Thou wanteth us to actively show the
love of our Saviour by doing good to others. Luke 6:31 teaches us to
taketheinitiative to do the good that we would like othersto do to us.

What are the good that we want othersto do to us? We want othersto
love us, bekind to us, show their care and concern for us, understand
us, be polite to us, help us, respect us, encourage us, give us of their
time, pray for us, forgive us, etc, etc.

O Father, aswelook at our long list of “wants,” remind usthat we are
to take the initiative to do all these to those around us, regardless of
what they do to us. Help us to turn our list of “Want others to do to
me” to alist of “Do to others.”

The next timewe are self-centred and do not want to carefor others, or
are vengeful and refuse to do good to others, prick our conscience, O
Father, with Thy Word in Luke 6:31. Remind us that we are not
unbelievers but children of the most high God and as such we are to
behave accordingly. Luke 6:32-33 says:. “ For if ye love them which
love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love
them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank
have ye? for sinners also do even the same.” Let none of us be
considered as no better than unbelievers. Let al of us” ...asyewould
that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” May our
deeds give glory to Thee, Father. In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: (Read James4:17.)
PRAYER: Helpme, O Lord, to beadoer of good deeds.
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MONDAY, MARCH 10

JOEL 1 “ ..there came a dearth over all the land...
ACTS7:11-17 and our fathers found no sustenance.”

JOEL DESCRIBES THE CALAMITY IN
MENTAL PICTURES

The prophet Joel told the virgin to be girded with sackcloth and to
lament for the husband of her youth. His mention of different classes
of people showed that nobody was spared and all had to bear the
consequences of the heavenly chastisement.

The meat offerings and drink offerings were no more in the house of
the Lord. The main source of the country’s economy was completely
destroyed and life was no more normal for everyonein the land. The
priests, the Lord’sministers, were also mourning for their ministry was
not possiblein such asituation. Thefields were wasted and the whole
land mourned because it could not produce anything. The essential
ingredientsin everyday people’sdiet were also no more. Thelabourers
inthefieldswere ashamed because there wasno harvest. All thetrees
were dried up and therewas no joy for the sons of men. Generally, the
land of Canaan was arid land but therivers (eg: River Jordan) coming
from the northern mountains watered the land.

It was possible for the vegetation to turn green again after the passing
of the locusts, but that was not to be in Judah in the days of Joel
because the destruction was followed by a drought. Nothing could
live without water. Theland was deprived of her favourite food crops.
The prophet mentioned them in verse 12 saying, “ Thevineisdried up,
and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree
also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered:
because joy is withered away from the sons of men.”

The appetite was there, but there was nothing to enjoy and they were
sad. In the days of Jacob, the Lord had caused adrought in theland for
seven years. In thisinstance, He had a different purpose. God used a
bad intention for a good purpose.

THOUGHT: God awayshasapurposein sending afflictions.
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto know Thy works.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 11
JOEL 1
LUKE11:1-13 “Give us this day our daily bread.”

THE PEOPLE TOLD TO MEASURE THEIR MISERY

Addressing the priests, the prophet Joel told them to lament because
there were no sacrificesin the house of the Lord. He added, “ Sanctify
ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the
inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry
untothe LORD” (Joel 1:14).

Here, Joel proved himself to be of greater authority than the priests
because his message came directly from the Lord. He was able to
interpret correctly the calamity that the nation was going through. The
priests who feared the Lord would do well to listen to him. Crying to
the Lord was the best thing to do in such a situation. The priests were
not ignorant of the reasons behind the calamities. Some had
compromised with wicked kings to go against the Lord’s
commandments.

“Theday of the LORD” (Joel 1:15) was at hand and destruction from

the Lord had come. This day (with the definite article “ the” ) usually
refers to the very last day when Christ shall judge the world in
righteousness. However, the day of judgment of Israel or at least the
day when the Lord will punish the nation because of her sinsisatype
of that last day. Joel also repeated that food will be cut off from the
land. Joy and gladnesstoo will be removed from the house of God. The
seeds and the corn will be destroyed and the barns burned down.

Domestic animals also will suffer for lack of pasture. In times of such
calamities, the only hope was to cry to the Lord. Joel did so because
theland was destroyed. The pain that even thewild animal s experienced
was a cry to the Lord to save them. Today, we need to heed this wise
counsel and learn to cry to our Lord.

Judah’s punishment cannot be separated from their response to the
Lord. Crying to the Lord must include repentance. Thisisalso apicture
of “ the day of the LORD” when all will have apart.

THOUGHT: What ismy responseto the Lord’'s message today?
PRAYER: Lord, may | obey Christ and be saved.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12

JOEL 2:1-17 “...until the wrath of the LORD arose against
2CHRONICLES36:1-21 his people, till there was no remedy.”

JUDAH AT THE BRINK OF WAR

There was an imminent invasion of Judah and the prophet Joel saw it
coming. The enemy was ready to conquer the nation. The historical
portionsof Scripture complement the prophetsin showing thefulfilment
of their words. In the case of Judah, it was the Babylonian captivity
under Nebuchadnezzar. Jerusalem and thetemplewere set onfire. The
prophet Joel here told of the sequence of those events.

War alarm was sounded: Joel told of war alarm (“ the trumpet” ) and
called on the peopleto fear “ the day of the LORD.” It waswar and the
peopletrembled. The day iscalled “ the day of the LORD.” This may
refer to the immediate judgment that the Lord will bring against the
land of Judah, and also that last day at the second coming of Christ.
The prophet was given to see the future events in one view. The day
of the Lord will be aday of darkness and gloominess. It will beatime
of hopelessness. The picture depicted was that of a sad atmosphere.
Peoplewill mourn, great and strong, and there was nonelikeit. Inthe
eventsthat followed this prophecy there wastheinvasion of Jerusalem
by the Babylonians. They destroyed the walls of the city and burned
the Temple. The people were then taken captive. The struggle that
ensued is best described by the words of the prophet here. These
events must come to pass because it was God who allowed it as He
revealed through His prophets.

When Judah returned from captivity, the Temple was rebuilt and the
city wallswererestored under Nehemiah. However, the nation was not
re-established asit was before; they remained under the dominion of
foreign powersfor some centuries. The message of the alarm cameto
pass.

THOUGHT: God determinesthe destiny of nations.
PRAY ER: Lord, savemefromthe pain of war.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 13
DEUTERONOMY 4:30-31 “..the LORD thy God
NUMBERS14:18-19 is a merciful God...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

The God of Moses and of Israel wasamerciful and faithful God. How
thankful we are that today Thou art the same God to us.

Thy great mercy assures usof Thy forgiveness (Num 14:18-19). Even
aswe seek toliveasanctified life here on earth, we arefar from perfect
and will never be completely sinlessin our corrupt bodies. And yet we
need not despair. We need only to come to Thee to confess and to
repent of our sins, in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
and Thou wilt be merciful to“ purge (our) conscience” (Heb 9:14), to
wash us “ white as snow” (Isa 1:18), to forgive us. Not because we
deserveit, and God forbid that we should demand it as our right, but
because Thou art merciful to forgive.

Thy faithfulness assures usthat Thou wilt remember us. Thou wilt not
forsake us or destroy us. And Thou wilt not forget to bring to pass all
Thy promises. “ When thou passest through the waters, | will be with
thee; and through therivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee” (Isa 43:2). What blessed assurance, what
timely comfort we can have, because Thou art our faithful Father.

How we need to always turn to Thee and obey Thee (Deut 4:30) that
we may taste, experience and enjoy Thy mercy and faithfulnessto us.
What happens when we fail to come to Thee or when we disobey
Thee?Welivewith aguilty conscience becauseit has not been brought
to Thee to be purged by the blood of Jesus. Our sins lead us to cover
them up and we sin further and further. We live by our own strength
which brings neither assurance nor comfort. Turmoil resides in our
hearts and we have much to fear because of the many trials, problems
and injustice that thislife brings. O Heavenly Father, how torturous a
life without Thee! Turn Thy children to Thee and help us to obey
Thee, O Father! In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Why do find it so difficult to obey God?
PRAYER: | thank Thee, O Lord, for Thy mercy on me.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 14
JOEL 2:1-17 “...and David enquired of the LORD.
2SAMUEL 21:1-7 And the LORD answered ...

JUDAH IN PERPETUAL WAR

When Jesuswas born, the Roman Empire wasthe colonial power over
the Jewish state. This dominion put the Jews constantly in a state of
war as they sought to shake off the hand of their foreign masters.

Horses and horsemen and noise of chariots describe the military
equipment of that time. There had to be such power to keep the nation
under control. The descriptions of the prophet showed that much
force was used to subdue Judah and to keep them under the control of
the invaders. He said, “ Like the noise of chariots on the tops of
mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that
devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array” (Joel

2:5).

There are instances in the history of Israel that the Lord had acted
against their enemies and gave them victory. The Lord did this not
because Israel was superior in their strength, but because the Lord
intended to protect them. Similarly, when the Lord wanted to punish
them for their transgressions, Helet their enemiestriumph over them.
Prophets were always sent to sound the alarm of the impending
calamities. These threats were meant to awaken the nation to return to
God and to seek forgiveness for their sins as they repent.

God had chosen Israel and settled them in theland of Canaan when He
brought them out of Egypt. He gave them superior laws under M oses
and required of them obedience. Everything that Hetold them was His
perfect will. Every transgression comeswith retribution. Every prophet
almost had the same message for Israel that they must return to the
Lord. The Lord did not leave Himself without a witness. In every
generation, God raised a prophet to guide His people. It wastime for
Joel to bear that witness.

THOUGHT: God alwayshasHiswitnesses.
PRAYER: Lord, let me heed Thy messengers.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 15

JOEL 2:1-17 “But the day of the Lord will come
2PETER3:10 as a thief in the night ...”

THE CONSEQUENCE OF PAIN, DEATH AND DESPAIR

The prophet tells of much pain that shall come upon the people and the
expression in their faces will be like blackness. He described the
performance of military formations showing their readinesstofightin
war. These descriptions paint a picture of great events that always
accompany wars. Judah wasin for aviolent end.

The soldierswere orderly so that they will not injure one another with
their weapons. Such a demonstration of might will put the peoplein
great panic as they sought to escape. The siege of Jerusalem took
several years and the peoplewerein great fear. The tragedy that befell
their last king was very inhuman and their fear wasjustified. The prophet
thus described their panic, “ They shall run to and fro in the city; they
shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they
shall enter in at thewindowslikeathief” (Joel 2:9). Inany war situation,
such areaction ismanifested as all seek to hold on to their dear lives.

The prophet saw beyond theimmediate eventsto thefinal end. Hetold
of the quaking of the earth and trembling of heaven. Sun and moon
shall be darkened and the stars shall cease shining. Thisis an event
that isyet in future even now. However, the Lord reveal ed this as part
of His eternal plan. The prophetic writings of the New Testament
confirmed that what Joel was saying isafuture event. |nthe chronology
of the last things, these events will take place before the millennia
reign of Christ. He will then usher in a glorious millennium for those
who remain faithful to Himto theend. Thisiscalled the day of the Lord
and He will command Hisarmy. Heissaid to have avery great camp.
The Lord is strong and executes His Word. The prophet concluded
withthe exclamation: “ .. theday of the LORD isgreat and very terrible;
and who can abide it?”

THOUGHT: Every reference to the day of the Lord comeswith both
fear and joyful expectation.
PRAYER: Lord, may | expect Thy day with joyful expectation.
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LORD’' SDAY, MARCH 16
MATTHEW 6:33 “ Delight thyself also
PHILIPPIANS4:13 in the LORD...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

Wethank Theefor giving us Matthew 6:33 which many of uscan recite
word perfect from memory. But Thou knoweth too well, how we have
failed to actually seek Theefirst in our lives. Theway we use our time
shows that we are far from putting Thee first. Forgive us, Father, for
our lip-service. Convict us of our waywardness for we do our Quiet
Time ONLY WHEN we have spare time and spare energy; we comefor
church prayer meeting or fellowship meeting or Bible study ONLY
WHEN we have nothing elseto attend to; we come for worship ONLY
WHEN we do not have any other appointment; and we serve Thee
ONLY WHEN it does not take up too much of our time.

Just likeAaron and the children of Israel inthe Sinai wilderness, wetoo
are guilty of making idols and bowing to them. We have made idol s of
our selves: idolsof 1, meand my family; and we give of our time, even
our lives, to these idals, instead of to our Almighty God. O, how
idolatrous a people we are! Cleanse us and forgive us, Father.

“Fleefromidolatry” (1 Cor 10:14) iswhat we must do. Fleefrom seeking
our own kingdom which are but at best the soon-to-be-burnt-up
kingdom of puny man. Help usto truly seek Theefirst, and ascribe to
Thee top priority in our lives by setting aside time for all our
appointmentswith the Lord of lordsand King of kings: our daily Quiet
Time, our Bible study time, weekly church prayer meeting, weekly
fellowship meetings, Lord's Day worship, our times of service, etc.
May our plannersor digital diaries be marked by these activitiesfirst,
and all else may be rendered second place. This may seem so difficult
to do and maybe to some of us it may even seem impossible. But,
Father, Thou hast assured us in Philippians 4:13: “ | can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” O, gracious Father, grant us
that serious resolve to “ seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.” In Jesus' Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: What isit that | seek most inmy life?
PRAY ER: Forgiveme, Lord, for my pursuits of worldly things.
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MONDAY, MARCH 17

JOEL 2:1-17 “...except ye repent, ye shall all
LUKE13:1-5 likewise perish.”

THE LORD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO REPENT

Turning to the Lord is the only hope of abesieged people. The desire
of the prophets when they proclaimed the Lord’'s message is that the
people will listen and repent.

Fasting, weeping and mourning are a demonstration of humility and
surrender to thewill of the Lord. Thus, the Lord commanded the people,
“And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the
LORD your God: for heisgraciousand merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repenteth himof theevil” (Joel 2:13). The outward
show is of the least importance. God wants the hearts of the people.
Joel told them about the attributes of God to assure them that He will
not fail to answer them and He will do good to them. Hetold them of
the prospect that God did not want to execute what He had determined
concerning the nation and that He wanted to leave ablessing for them.

God does not change His mind as a result of man’s action. That God
would “ repent” means that God's punishment upon the people were
conditioned upon their repentance. Hence, if they repented, God would
hold back judgment. God will grant blessing to the humble and they
will offer sacrificesand offerings. Joel told them to blow thetrumpet in
Zion and to sanctify afast and solemn assembly. This was a serious
worship and was what God desired from His people. All classes of
people, from the ol dest to the youngest, were called upon to come and
humblethemselves before the L ord. Negligence of worship isnothing
but courting disaster. Those who draw closer to the Lord shall always

be happy.

God's people ought to search their heartswhenever a calamity befalls
them. God's Word is full of instructions on obeying the Lord. It also
shows the consequences of rebellion. Repentance is God's way to
pardon.

THOUGHT: Repent, and the way to heavenly glory isready for me.
PRAYER: Lord, may | surrender al to Thee.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 18

JOEL 2:18-32 “.your heavenly Father feedeth them.
MATTHEW 6:25-34 Are ye not much better than they?”

THE BLESSINGS THAT COME WITH REPENTANCE

Thefirst part of Joel chapter two saw Judah at the brink of war and the
prophet’s call to repentance. This was the only step to overcoming
punishment duefor sin. When they returned to the L ord, Hewill defend
them. The Lord also will restore to them that which was destroyed and
the people will have a heavenly experience. The end will come with
great deliverancefor them. The Lord blesses arepentant people. These
blessings come in four stages as shown by the prophet.

TheLordwill defend His people: The Lord will bejealousfor theland
and will pity His people. One of the calamities that befell the people
was hunger, but provision of sufficient food will come as part of the
blessings of repentance. The nation will be no more areproach as the
Lordwill supply cornwineand oil. The Lord a so promised that He will
remove the northern army so that they will no more be a threat to
Judah. They will be driven to abarren and desolate land. They will be
far removed from Judah and the Lord will ensure that they stay there.
TheLord told them not to fear for Hewill do great things. Thiswasan
assurance the nation needed. The punishment was too hard and the
mention of it wastoo frightening.

When calamity befalls man, even the beasts within their habitations
suffer, both domestic and wild animals. As much as these are also
God'screations, He also caresfor them. Even though they cannot hear
or understand, thereisapromise for them in the words of the prophet.
He said, “ Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the
wildernessdo spring, for thetree beareth her fruit, thefig treeand the
vine do yield their strength” (Joel 2:22). The Lord Jesus Christ
confirmed thisfact when He said that the birds of the air do not sow or
reap, but the heavenly Father feeds them. He shows here that He does
not forget them. The plantsthat form part of their diet will be available
in abundance.

THOUGHT: God sustainsall Hiscreations.
PRAY ER: Praise God fromwhom all blessingsflow.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19

|SAIAH 66:1-2 “ ..to this man will | look, even to him
PSALM 8:3-9 that is poor and of a contrite spirit...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

The immense heaven truly is Thy throne, and the whole earth Thy
footstool. The grandeur of Thy house must be far above what we can
imagine. Only when aglorious body we receive one day soon, will we
be ableto fully comprehend. But now, O gracious Father, through Thy
revealed Word, open our eyes to catch a glimpse of Thy greatness,
Thy power and Thy might! What house can we build for Thee? What
can we do for Thee that Thou cannot do Thyself? Indeed, nothing.
Yet, “ tothisman” Thou decideto” look,” granting him Thy attention.
What condescending mercy! How thankful must “ this man” be that
out of the billions who inhabit Thy footstool, Thou chose to take note
of him.

Whois* thisman” ? Can we be him? Can | be him?*“ Thisman” ishe
that is* poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at (Thy) word.” O
Father, make us “ poor.” In humility, in lowliness, recognizing our
unending need of Thee, admitting that without Theewe can do nothing,
may we cometo Theethus. Grant usa“ contrite spirit,” to acknowledge
andto grievefor our sins, for we have sinned, not just against man, but
against the great God of the heavens and the earth. With remorseful
hearts confessing our transgression of Thy Word as well as our
wilfulnessin not doing that which Thou want usto do, may we cometo
Theethus. Make usto tremble at Thy Word. The Word of the Heavenly
Ruler is not to be taken lightly nor be brushed aside according to our
whim and fancy. May we give full attention to Thy Word and hasten
with great earnestness, desire and careto do al that iswritten therein.
Let us never read, no, not even study, Thy Word and then go right
back to living aself-centred, self-willed life.

O great God whose throne is the heaven and whose footstool is the
earth, may Thou be so merciful astolook “ tothisman,” Thy children,
here who are “ poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at (Thy)
word.” InJesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: AmI tooinsignificant for God to notice me?
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy loveand carefor me.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 20

JOEL 2:18-32 “He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the
PSALM 23:3 paths of righteousness for his name's sake.”

THE LORD WILL RESTORE THAT
WHICH WAS DESTROYED

There is gladness for the Lord will supply sufficient rain so that the
land can be productive. God gave His promise in these words, “ Be
glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for
he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to
come down for you therain, the former rain, and the latter rainin the
first month” (Joel 2:23). Wheat, wine and oil will once again flow from
the land, this was unthinkable during the drought. This will aso
compensate for the time that was lost to locusts and other destructive
worms. A good yield comes.

Whilethispromisewasgiven to Judah in aparticular context, itisalso
aprinciple of God's dealings with His peoplein every generation and
inevery place. Every Christian hasapast history that may be unpleasant.
But when herepents, the L ord savesto the uttermost. He compensates
the days that are lost. This promise of God is always there for every
child of God to stand on.

The people will eat and be satisfied and praise the name of the Lord
and they shall not be ashamed. The Lord will deal wondrously with
them. This was a positive message to them at that time and it could
come to Judah because the nation was much better spiritually than
northern Israel. In the last days, before the captivity, there were two
illustrious kings whose works pleased the Lord. Hezekiah and Josiah
had a testimony as having followed the Lord. The priests aso were
obedient to the Law and the Lord used Jehoiadah to restore the house
of David after Athaliah tried to destroy it. The captivity of Judah also
was not going to last forever. The Lord promised to free them after
seventy years.

THOUGHT: Godisfaithful alwaysto Hispromises.
PRAYER: Lord, restore meto Thy way.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 21

JOEL 2:18-32 “ .. this is that which was spoken
ACTS214-21 by the prophet Joel.”

THE PEOPLE’'S HEAVENLY EXPERIENCE

The prophet saw far and near. Earlier he had spoken of the day of the
Lord, i.e. the eventsto the very end of the world.

In the current prophecy, he saw the not-so-far future and uttered these
famed words from the mouth of the Lord: “ And it shall come to pass
afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons
and your daughtersshall prophesy, your old men shall dreamdreams,
your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and
upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out my spirit” (Joel
2:28-29). Thiswas a prominent prophecy which Peter testified of its
fulfilment in the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2.

IntheActsrecord, it was ten days after Jesus had gone to heaven and
the disciples were in aroom. Suddenly, there was a sound as that of a
mighty wind, and tongues as of fire were seen above the heads of the
disciples. Then they began to speak in different foreign languages.
And those who knew those foreign languages were able to understand.
More than a dozen foreign languages were listed as those that were
spoken. Some of the people, thinking that the disciples were drunk,
began to mock them. It was then that Peter stood up and explained to
them about that manifestation. He quoted Joel 2:28-29 and explained
that God wasfulfilling that prophecy. A few centuries had passed since
Joel uttered that prophecy of God, and then the words of God came
true.

The book of Joel is ashort book but it provides a panorama of God's
prophecy from his generation all the way to the second coming of
Christ. TheWord of God isalways profitablefor doctrine. It is perfect
and preserved of God in written form through all generations.

That Pentecost experience in Acts 2 was an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and great thingswere manifested in thedisciples’ lives. Because
of this event the gospel was spread to al the ends of the earth.

THOUGHT: Pentecost wasaheavenly experience.
PRAY ER: Lord, pour Thy Spirit on thisgeneration.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 22

DANIEL 1:1-2 “..the Lord gave Jehoiakim
DANIEL 4:35 king of Judah into his hand...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem, and he was successful. Why?
Because Thou art the Great Sovereign God of heaven and earth and
Thou* gave Jehoiakimking of Judahinto hishand.” What awonderful
lesson for us! Unless Thou allow it or enableit, even the great, wicked,
king Nebuchadnezzar cannot have victory (even temporarily) over
Judah. Thy Sovereign Hand is seen not only in the history of Israel,
but alsoin all histories. Not only in thelives of nations, but also in the
livesof individuals, especially Thy children’s.

Is there a death in our family? “ ..the Lord gave...” A birth? “ .. .the
Lord gave...” Are there pain and sorrows? Are there rejoicings?
Unimaginableinjustice experienced or insurmountable hurdlesin our
lives? May we see beyond all these and realize that Thy unseen
Sovereign and loving Hand is at work.

King David said, “ For | have heard the slander of many: fear wason
every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised
totakeaway my life. But | trustedinthee, O LORD: | said, Thou art my
God” (Ps31:13-14). O, how we need to be ableto say like David, “ In
God have | put my trust: | will not be afraid what man can do unto
me”’ (Ps56:11). “ | have set the LORD always before me: because heis
at my right hand, | shall not be moved” (Ps 16:8).

Towards the end of hislife, even Nebuchadnezzar testified in Daniel
4:35 of Thy Sovereignty.

Our Great, Sovereign God, teach us not to question Thee, but in all that
Thou sendest to our lives (whether it be joy or tears, peace or war),
may we continually acknowledge that “ the Lord gave” and without
end declare by Thy gracethat “ | trusted in thee...Thou art my God.”
Help Thy children, heavenly Father, who bow and submit to Thy
sovereignwill. In Jesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Whoistherea Controller of my life?
PRAY ER: Forgiveme, Lord, for not looking to Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 23

JOEL 2:18-32 “ And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but
ACTS17:24-32 now commandeth all men every where to repent.”

THE END WILL COME WITH GREAT DELIVERANCE

Therewill bewondersin heaven and earth. Blood, fire and smoke will
be part of God's wonders. This is a means by which God manifests
Himself. The sun and the moon will cease shining and turninto blood.
Thisis aback-and-forth foresight of the prophet focusing on that |ast

day.

TheApostlesin their preaching did not forget a so to mention thisday.
When Paul spoke to the unbelievers at Mars' Hill in Athens, he
mentioned that God had appointed aday when Hewill judge theworld
inrighteousness (Acts17:31). The signsthat the prophet Joel saw will
accompany the events of that day. Whosoever then shall call upon the
Name of the Lord will be saved. Zion and Jerusalem shall be a
deliverance of the remnant that the Lord shall call. Thisholy city isa
picture of the eternal heavenly city. The Lord Jesus will come to that
city again even as He had ascended thence to heaven.

When athreat of punishment islooming, the only way isto turn to the
Lord and confess and repent of all our sins. The day of the Lord will
come with judgment and righteousness. L et us repent and we will see
the blessings of salvation.

THOUGHT: God hasappointed aday in which Hewill judgetheworld.
PRAYER: Lord, may that day find meready.
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MONDAY, MARCH 24

JOEL 3 “...I will make of thee a great nation,
GENESIS12:1-5 and | will bless thee ...”

THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS AND
RESTORATION OF JUDAH (1)

The Lord had called Judah to repent and had promised blessings of
restoration. God will then deal with the nations that have enslaved
them and bring them back to their land. War was also part of their effort
for restoration in that they were told to convert farm implementsinto
weapons of war. The final warfare will be fought in the valley of
Jehoshaphat. The Lord will be with them and Judah will dwell in
Jerusalem forever.

All nations will be brought to the valley of Jehoshaphat. The Lord
promised that Hewill bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem.
Thispromisewasnot madeto Samaria, the seat of the northern kingdom.
Their captivity came earlier and they never returned. There were
sufficient reasons that made the return of Judah necessary. The Lord
will plead for His heritage. This came from the promises to Abraham,
I saac and Jacob. In the covenant that the L ord made with Abraham, He
had promised him that all nations of the earth will be blessed through
him. Thiswas a promise of the Redeemer who will come and savethe
world.

When Jacob blessed his twelve sons, he indicated that the ruler of his
brethren will come from the house of Judah. David and Jesus fulfilled
the promise and will sit on the throne of Israel forever.

THOUGHT: Jesusisthe reason for the return of Judah.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy promises.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 25
1JOHN 1.7
1JOHN 1:8-10 “...we walk in the light...”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

Aswerecall that happy day when the Holy Spirit worked in our heart
and by Thy grace we confessed our sins and received Thy Son Jesus
to be our Redeemer, we know that not aday goes by after that without
us still sinning in one way or other. How we need to thank Thee,
Heavenly Father, that the blood of Jesus can effectively and continually
cleanse us of our sins (1 John 1:7).

Open our eyes to our every daily waywardness and faithlessness.
How we may have been proud, wilful, disobedient. How we may have
lived for self instead of for Thee. Daily must we cometo Thy cleansing
fountain to have thefilth of our life washed away by the blood of our
sacrificial Saviour.

Although we are still sinners, help usnot to livein sin or to excusethe
sinsin our life. May we be entirely convinced that no sin will escape
Thy eyeand that truly our sinwill find usout (Num 32:23). Help us, O
Father, to be mindful of Thy instructions:. “ ...they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for
them...” (2 Cor 5:15) and “ that (we) henceforth walk not as other
Gentileswalk, in the vanity of (our) mind” (Eph 4:17).

Like the psalmist in Psalm 63;1, may we daily say to Thee: “ O God,
thou art my God; early will | seek thee...” And in coming to Theein
the freshness of the day, in confession and repentance of our sins,
thanking Theefor Thy faithfulnessand ability to forgive, grant usalso
that daily portion of Thy faith, strength and wisdom which we will
need for the new day ahead. May our walk on this earth day by day be
awalk that honours and glorifies Thee.

We thank Thee, Father, for that wonderful assurance that “ the blood
of Jesus Christ (Thy) Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). In
Jesus Namewe pray. Amen.

THOUGHT: AmIl walkinginthelight?
PRAYER: Helpmetowalk inThy Light, O Lord.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

JOEL 3 “ And he shall judge among the nations,
ISAIAH 2:.1-4 and shall rebuke many people ...”

THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS AND
RESTORATION OF JUDAH (2)

Whilein captivity, the nations that took them cast |ots and made them
slaves with great humiliation. The cities of Tyre, Sidon and the coasts
of Palestine were mentioned as those seeking vengeance but God said
Hewill avengethemfirst.

They had also taken the silver and gold from the house of the Lord.
These were vessels for the Lord’s service. They sold the children of
Judah to the Grecians. This was mentioned in atime when the Greek
empire was not known, but it eventually became aworld super power
as told in the prophecies of Daniel. Joel also saw this coming in the
distance.

Healso told of the restoration and dominion over their opponents. He
said, “ Behold, | will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold
them, and will return your recompence upon your own head: And |
will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children
of Judah, ... for the LORD hath spokenit” (Joel 3:7-8). The signature
of the Lord on this pronouncement isthat it will definitely befulfilled.

War will be part of the efforts of restoration. Therewasacall to prepare
for war. In that preparation, they were told to beat their plowshares
into swords and their pruning hooks into spears. Thisis a contrast to
the peace that was told by Isaiah and Micah. Their call wasto change
theweapons of war into farm implements (1sa2:4; Mic 4:3).

THOUGHT: “ Toeverythingthereisa season...” (Eccles3:1)
PRAYER: Lord, may | alwaysseek Thy approval inall my actions.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 27

JOEL 3 “...stand ye still, and see the salvation of
2CHRONICLES20:15-24 the LORD with you, O Judah....”

THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS AND
RESTORATION OF JUDAH (3)

Thiswill be thetime when the Lord will reign over them and they will
have that peace. However, the present call was to take up weapons of
war and to fight for their freedom. Such is not a happy occasion for
therewill be casualtieseven when thereisvictory inthelong run. That
preparation was accompanied by acall to God for help. God promised
that He will judge all the heathen in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. This
was an assurance of victory for Judah.

The battle will be reminiscent of the victory of Jehoshaphat when
three kings came against him. It wasthrough the proclamation of afast
and supplication to the Lord that he defeated the enemies without
shooting an arrow. As much as this battle will be fought in the same
place, the Lord wastelling them to remember how He saved them.

The directions that the Lord gave them were part of His providential
care for the nation of Israel. It was God's will that Judah should be
restored to their land, Hisinstructionsto them were away of fulfilling
His purpose. War has casualties, and each side will suffer. Strategies
aremadeto minimizethelossof life, but onesidewill lose. Thiswasthe
worry of Judah when they were asked to prepare for war. However,
when God was on their side, they did not need toworry. The Lord said
Hewill judge the heathen.

THOUGHT: Trusting God isvictory.
PRAYER: Lord, givemeasurevictory.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 28
PHILIPPIANS1:21 “For to me to live is Christ,
MATTHEW 6:9-13 and to die is gain.”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

We thank Thee for giving us that most precious hope and firmest of
assurancesthat “ todieisgain.” Whilewewitnessed the burial of Thy
servant, the Rev Timothy Tow, on 23 April 2009, truly Thy Word came
aive to comfort our hearts. While dust returns to dust, the soul has
already soared to that place of greatest gain, where Thou “ shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain”

(Rev 21:4); that place where the gates are of pearl and the street of pure
gold; that ultimate place which is the Home that Thou hast prepared
for Thy children. Help us al, who call Thee Father, to see that our
death is but an entrance into our most blessed Home where Thou, our
Heavenly Father, art.

We thank Thee for giving us that most needful instruction and best of
advicethat “ to liveis Christ.” While we reflect on the life of the Rev
Timothy Tow, we see not a sinless or perfect man (for noneis) but a
man who exemplified what living for his Saviour and Lord meant and
we thank Thee for blessing us with Rev Tow not only to touch our
lives but also as a model for us. May we not live for self but turn,
Father, our hearts away from our earthly dreams and goals of selfish
attainment, from looking for the prai ses and accol ades of man, from all
the desires of our proud, sinful heart.

As Thy servant has lived and served his Master till Thou called him
home, may it be the desire of every child of Thinetolivefor Theeand
to serve Theg, striving to obey Thy every word so long as Thou lendest
breath. “ The days of our yearsarethreescore yearsand ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscoreyears, yet istheir strength labour
and sorrow; for itissoon cut off, and we fly away” (Ps90:10). May the
limited timethat Thou giveth uson earth belived with Thy Word firmly
etched in our heart, soul and mind: “ to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.” InJesus Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: What am | living for on thisearth?
PRAY ER: Makemy life count for Thee, Father.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 29

JOEL 3 “The LORD shall fight for you,
EXODUS14:10-22 and ye shall hold your peace.”

THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS AND
RESTORATION OF JUDAH (4)

The prophet spoke of the victory using afigure of speech: “ Put yein
the sickle, for the harvest isripe: come, get you down; for the pressis
full, the fats overflow; for their wickednessisgreat” (Joel 3:13). Like
Egypt in the time of Exodus, the enemies of Israel also had to be
punished for their wickedness and at the same time, Judah has the
opportunity to return to their land.

Judah had to return chiefly because the M essiah had to come from that
nation. God had to fulfil His promiseto Abraham and the patriarchsin
this regard. Jehoshaphat was one of the good kings that had done the
will of the Lord. Thus Judah was told to remember how He had given
that king victory. When they followed that pattern of the good king,
they will be safein their land.

Thefate of theenemieswill beto the contrary. “ Their gathering against
God shall beatoken of His coming to judgethem. They cometo fulfill
their own ends; but Hisshall befulfilled on them. They areleft to bring
about their own doom; and being abandoned by Him, rush on the more
blindly becauseit isat hand. When their last siniscommitted, their last
defiance of God spoken or acted against Him, itiscome.” (Albert Barnes)

The day of the Lord will come. Thisexpression primarily refersto the
final day when Christ shall come to judge the world at the end of the
age. Joel also saw that end in his prophecy that is yet to be fulfilled.
However, in the present context it also refersto the day when the Lord
will avenge the enemies of Judah.

THOUGHT: The Lord decidesthe outcome of the battle.
PRAYER: Lord, grant me confidencein fighting for Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 30

JOEL 3 “...the stedfastness of
2PETER3:17-18 your faith in Christ.”

THE END IS SURE

The sun, the moon and the starswill cease shining. Thisdoes not refer
to atimein human history but to the future, that last day when Christ
shall have come and judge the world. This event of the destruction of
the universe is also foretold in the New Testament prophecies. The
Lord also revealed that end to Joel. He said that the Lord shall roar in
Zion and the earth shall shake. The Lord will be the only hope for all
nations that have received the promises of Christ. That is the day of
theLord.

Israel shall know the Lord and no“ strangers’ (Joel 3:17) shall set foot
on Jerusalem. Theserefer to the unbelievers or enemies of Israel. The
Lord gave this assurance in these words, “ So shall ye know that | am
the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall
Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any
more” (Joel 3:17). Thepotential enemieswereto be punished for their
violence against Judah. These included Egypt and Edom. They were
the immediate neighbours who had shed innocent blood. Judah was
promised that they will dwell in Jerusalem forever. Therewasaso a
promised blessing of milk, wine and water. This was a promise that
they will not lack the basic necessities of life. Lastly the Lord promised
that He will cleanse their blood that He had not cleansed because the
Lord Himself dwellsin Zion.

The prophet Joel, speaking in the Old Testament context, focused on
Judah and the blessing that will follow. The coming of the Messiah
changes all situations and the disciples are included in the household
of the Lord. The promises to Israel will thus include al who follow
Christ. The New Jerusalem will be heaven for all. This, however, was
not so clear to the prophet Joel then.

THOUGHT: Obey Christ and | will have an eternal heritage.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not missout inthe New Jerusalem.
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MONDAY, MARCH 31
PSALM 47:2 “..the battle is not yours,
1CHRONICLES16:29 but God’s.”

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,

How we give praisesto Thee and magnify Thy Name, the* great King
over all theearth” ! All nations (first-world to third-world), peoples (of
whatever colour or faith), and events (of global influence or otherwise,
of years gone by, today or in the days ahead) are all under Thy great
rule. Nothing passes and nothing will passwithout Thou knowing and
without Thee granting permission. None on earth or in heaven can
claim thisbut the great King over all the earth!

O great King, we bow down to Thee, submitting ourselvesto Thy rule
over us. And look up we must to Thee and Thy revealed Word for
guidance and wisdom as to how we are to order our lives on earth, in
anticipation with unabated hope of that prophesied day of Thy coming
to earth to take us home to Beulah Land.

I's there any who refuses to bend his knee to the great King? Let him
quickly confessand repent, for “itishard ...to kick against the pricks’

(Acts 9:5) and there is no way of escaping the great King of all the
earth. May 1 Chronicles 16:29 be our wholehearted response to the
great King: “ Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring
an offering, and come before him: wor ship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.” Is there any who is downcast, disheartened, dismayed,
downtrodden? Let him quickly turn his eyes upon the majestic, great
King and rest in His grandeur and trust in His power for He comforts:
“Benot afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the
battle is not yours, but God's’ (2 Chron 20:15). Is there any who is
fearful and anxious of the unknown? Let him realizethat hisgreat King
has promised: “ Surely as| have thought, so shall it cometo pass; and
as| have purposed, so shall it stand” (I1sa14:24). How unnecessary for
usto bewreaked with fear and anxiety.

O, Heavenly Father, how we give praises to Thee and magnify Thy
Name, the “ great King over all theearth”! In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

THOUGHT: Isthe* great King over all theearth” my God?
PRAYER: O Lord, Thou art the“ great King over all the earth.”
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To: The RPG Ministr
Calvary Pandan B-P Church

201 Pandan Gardens, Singapore 609 337
Tel: (65)-6560 1111 Fax: (65)-6561 1861 Email: rpg@calvarypandan.sg

Read Pray Grow (RPG) is a Daily Devotional Guide published and distributed
quarterly free-of-charge by Tabernacle Books. If you have been blessed by this
Devotional Guide, you may wish to subscribe to it for yourself or for your loved ones
and friends by filling in the form below.

1. Please send me: (Maximum 2 years)
__ yearsof ____ copies per issue of RPG
_ yearsof ____ copies per issue of Teenz RPG
__ yearsof ____ copies per issue of Junior RPG

years of copies per issue of Chinese RPG

starting from month: JAN /APR/JUL/OCT (year)
2. Name: (Dr/Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Mdm/Ms)

Address:

Country: Postal Code:

Tel no.: (H/0) (Mobile)

Email (Important for receipt & renewal):

Postage &3 handling cost for 4 issues per year

No. of copies | Singapore | Malaysia/Brunei | Asia Other Countries

per 1ssue Local Mail Airmail Airmail Surface Mail Airmail

1 copy $86.00 §$8.00 §815.00 588.00 §$20.00
2 copies 8§87.00 §812.00 §823.00 §812.00 §831.00
5 copies §810.00 §823.00 $§850.00 8§824.00 $§867.00
10 copies $815.00 $$40.00 §$93.00 $$40.00 §$130.00

Lowe Gift: The RPG Ministry welcomes love gifts from readers to help meet the cost of
publishing and distribution. The ministry also sends these devotional guides to readers in
poor countries. Hence, your generous support is much needed and greatly appreciated.

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)

Enclosed is my love gift of

Please make all love gifts payable to: Calvary B-P Church (Tabernacle Books)
International donors please send love gifts by Bank Draft in Singapore Dollars drawn on
a Singapore Bank.

Name / Signature
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To: The RPG Ministr
Calvary Pandan B-P Church

201 Pandan Gardens, Singapore 609 337
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