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THURSDAY, JANUARY 1

MARK 7:1-23 “The heart is deceitful above all
JEREMIAH 17:9 things, and desperately wicked...”

BETTER TO HAVE A NEW HEART (1)

Today isNew Year’'s Day. People usually loveto have new things and
expect new things for the New Year. What about you? The most
important thing that many may ignore is a new heart or a new nature
that Jesus Christ can giveto them. “ Thereforeif any man bein Christ,
heisanewcreature’ (2 Cor 5:17). Why do we need anew heart?Itis
because we have a totally depraved, corrupt, sinful and rebellious
nature.

A deceitful, proud and wicked heart: Many deceive themselves (or are
being deceived by others) by thinking that there is still something
good in human nature and that they can improve themselves to be
better. Thus, they think that they do not need Jesus Christ to save
them and to transform their lives. God’'s Word exposes the true heart
and nature of human beings: “ The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who can know it?" (Jer 17:9). “ For from
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness’ (Mark 7:21-
22). Dueto our sinful and deceitful nature, “ It is better to trust in the
LORD than to put confidencein man” (Ps118:8) and to trust in God's
Word, the Holy Scriptures, than human words, philosophies, theories,
mindsets and arguments!

A Hardened Heart: Many do not want God nor listen to His Word.
“ For the heart of this peopleiswaxed gross, and their earsaredull of
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart,
and should be converted, and | should heal them” (Acts 28:27).“ For
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables’ (2 Tim 4:3-4)! What about us?

THOUGHT: Thehuman heartistotally depraved, corrupt and sinful.
PRAYER: O Lord, please save me and give me anew heart.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
JEREMIAH 5:20-31 “ Jesus saith...| am the way...no man
JOHN 14:6 cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

BETTER TO HAVE A NEW HEART (2)

A rebellious heart: The human heart is not only deceitful, sinful and
hardened toward God and His Word but also rebellious and bears
enmity against God and His Word. “ But this people hath a revolting
and a rebellious heart...” (Jer 5:23). “ Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be” (Rom 8:7). We must not be surprised when we suffer
opposition or persecutionsfrom unbelieversor “professing” Christians
as Jesus says, “ The servant is not greater than hislord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yoursalso” (John 15:20).

A totally depraved heart: The human heart is sinful, hardened and
rebellious. People can never change or improveit or makeit better. Not
by any means. Not even education, discipline, abstinence, asceticism,
religious rituals and practices, or by restraining themselves in the
templesor monasteriesfar away from civilisation can changeitsnature.
They may try to stop their sinful acts and deeds, but they can never
stop the sinful lusts, pride, envy, hatred, or covetousness in their
hearts. God's Word confirms, “ Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or
the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed
todoevil” (Jer 13:23). Sadly, many deceivethemselves (or are deceived
by worldly philosophies and Satan) by thinking that they can save
and improve themselves and that there are many ways for men to get
into heaven. So they compromise and promote the ecumenical mindset
and movement for the sake of love, unity and harmony!

However, God's Word confirmsthat there is only one way for men to
God and to Heaven, and that way isthe L ord Jesus Himself, who says,
“| amthe way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me” (John 14:6).

THOUGHT: SalvationisfromtheLord Jesusalone (Acts4:12).
PRAY ER: Lord, helpmetotrustin Theeaonefor my salvation.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
EZEKIEL 36:16-38
EZEKIEL 36:26 “A new heart also will | give you...”

BETTER TO HAVE A NEW HEART (3)

Thepeopleof Israel, even God's chosen people, had specia privileges
compared to other nations. They had God's special revelation through
HisWord and law, His guidance, His mighty works and deliverance,
and His prophets’ teachings and warnings. But they sinned,
transgressed God's commandments, rebelled against Him, and turned
to idolatry. They profaned God's holy name through their sinful and
ungodly life even when they were chastised and taken into captivity to
Babylon. God graciously used His servant Ezekiel to reveal tothem His
graciouswork of granting them anew heart and new spirit, “ Thussaith
the Lord GOD; | do not thisfor your sakes, O house of Israel, but for
mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen,
whither yewent. And | will sanctify my great name, which was profaned
among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and
the heathen shall know that | am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD,
when | shall be sanctified in you before their eyes... A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of
flesh” (Ezek 36:22-23, 26).

After a serious collision, the cars were so damaged that they were
beyond repair. The insurance companies did not repair the cars but
gave their clients new cars. God does not improve our sinful heart to
make it better because it is too sinful and depraved to be “repaired.”
God has to grant us a new heart. Thank God for the Lord Jesus's
atoning death and resurrection and for the Holy Spirit’s graciouswork
through HisWord that we can be created new in Christ. “ For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature” (Gal 6:15). Knowing this truth, we must not
compromise as we can only find true love, true unity, true blessed
worship and fellowship, and true blessed marriage among God's people
who have been saved and transformed by His grace and Word.

THOUGHT: Only God the Creator can give meanew heart.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Thee so much for Thy good work in me.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 4

JOHN 1:1-14
JOHN 1:13 “Which were born... of God.”

BETTER TO HAVE A NEW HEART (4)

You may have a new suit, a new gadget, a new car, a new house, or
even the whole world with wealth, power and fame. But if you do not
haveanew heartin Christ, youwill have great regret and misery before
the holy and righteous God on the Judgment Day. It is better to have a
new heart than anything elsein the world. We must make sure that we
are saved and born again, “ not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of thewill of man, but of God” (John 1:13). A believer ishorn again
not of his Christian parents (“ not of blood”), nor of his own
determination, discipline, training and effort (not “ of the will of the
flesh™), nor “ of the will of man,” even of parents and pastors, “ but of
God” aone. Thistruthwill turn usto the Lord alone and we will humbly
commit ourselves to Him with trust and submission as clay in the
divine potter’s hand so that we can enjoy God's good work in us each
day until we are perfect when Jesus comes (Phil 1:6). This truth also
reminds parents and pastorsto pray hard for their children and church
members as only God is able to transform their hearts and lives, and
they must give all glory, thanks and praise to God alone for lives
transformed by God’sgraciouswork.

When we are born again by the Holy Spirit and by God's Word (John
3:5; 1 Pet 1:23), we shall be* partakersof the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4)
and be God's children and sheep. A goat or wolf cannot transform
itself to be asheep even though it may bein“ sheep’sclothing.” Sooner
or later its nature will be exposed asits natureis different from that of
a sheep. Many churches are proud of their big membership, but the
most important thing before God is whether they are truly His sheep
who only hear the Shepherd’s voice (the Holy Scriptures) and follow
Him. “ My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me”

(John 10:27). With anew heart and nature, we will hear God’s Word
alone and follow our Saviour Jesus Christ alone with trust and
submission. Those who doubt, question or criticise God's Word do
not have the nature of the Lord’s sheep!

THOUGHT: Better to have anew heart than anything el se!
PRAYER: Lord, please continue Thy good work in me each day.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 5
ECCLESIASTES2:1-11
JOHN 1:38 “What seek ye?”

BETTER TO SEEK GOD FIRST (1)

“What areyou looking for inlife?’ The answer to this question will be
different depending on one's needs. “| am looking for ajob or amore
suitablejob,” or “I amlooking for alife partner,” or “1 amlooking for a
place to stay,” or “I am not looking for anything.” Many may not
reveal their selfish ambitions or motives. But when we pay close
attention to what they want, say, desire or do, we can see some spending
their time and energy seeking after money, fame, popularity, wealth,
position or power. Some may seek after worldly pleasures and
entertainments, and others after nice food and clothing. Some may
seek after health foods for their health, and others after the truth and
true happiness in life through religions or worldly philosophies. But
outside of Jesus Christ and God's Word, no man can find the truth
about God, man, true happiness and true salvation. Sadly, not many
are truly seeking after God and His Truth through His Word. Even
many so-called “ Christians’ today are seeking after material blessings
likethosein Jesus’ days: “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, Ye seek me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and
werefilled” (John 6:26).

What about us? Who or what are you seeking after? Today, Jesus is
still asking, “ What seek ye?” (John 1:38). Isit theLord Himself and His
Word? Sadly, many will seek God only after they experience failures,
hopelessness or helplessness in their troubles, problems, dangers,
illnessor trials. However, it isalwayswiser and better to seek God first
in all things. When we truly acknowledge and believe that only God
the Creator, who has created us, saved us, given usanew heart, and is
transforming our lives each day to the image of His Son Jesus Christ
“inrighteousnessand true holiness’ (Eph 4:24), wewill seek God first
each day and in all things. Are we truly seeking God and His Word
first?

THOUGHT: To seek God and HisWord first isthe wisest!
PRAYER: Lord, help meto wisely seek Theeand Thy Word first.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
MATTHEW 6 19-34 “But seek ye first the kingdom
MATTHEW 6:33 of God, and his righteousness...”

BETTER TO SEEK GOD FIRST (2)

Itisbetter for usto seek God first becauseit is God’'s command: “ But
seek yefirst the kingdom of God, and hisrighteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you” (Matt 6:33), “ Seek ye the LORD
while he may be found, call ye upon himwhile heisnear” (I1sa55:6),
and“ For thussaiththe LORD ... Seek yeme, and ye shall live” (Amos
5:4). Theliving and true God, the Creator, has commanded us to seek
Him first and His kingdom and His righteousness in Christ Jesus so
that we can be blessed. If wefail to seek God first, wefail to obey His
commandment, and itisasin! It is also a curse for those who fail to
seek Godfirst (2 Chron 12:14; Ps10:4; 1sa31:1).

Itisbetter for you to seek God first because Heisthe Giver of lifeand
all blessings. It isfoolish to seek after aperson who is unableto help,
bless and save you. Sadly, many are deceived into seeking after false
gods, religious leaders, or idols that can never save them, transform
their livesor bring them to Heaven. Only theliving and true God of the
Holy Scriptures, the Saviour Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are able
to help you, saveyou, blessyou, and transform your life. “ The LORD
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there
were any that did understand, and seek God” (Ps 14:2). “ The hand of
our God is upon all them for good that seek him...” (Ezra 8:22). “ ...
they that seek the LORD understand all things” (Prov 28:5). “ | sought
the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered mefromall my fears” (Ps
34:4). " Theyoung lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek
the LORD shall not want any good thing” (Ps34:10).“ ...aslong ashe
sought the LORD, God made him to prosper” (2 Chron 26:5). It is
always better and wiser for usto seek God first in all things. Do we do
so each day?

THOUGHT: God commands meto seek Him and HisWord first!
PRAYER: Lord, help meto seek Theeand Thy Word firstin all things.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7

PSALM 27 « ..seek him with all thy heart
DEUTERONOMY 4:29 and with all thy soul.”

BETTER TO SEEK GOD FIRST (3)

Humbly and wholeheartedly seek God' s presence: Seeking God means
seeking Hisface, His presence, His name, Hiswill, Hiskingdom, His
righteousness, His guidance, His strength and His approval as the
Lord our Godisall we need, and we must continually do sowith all our
hearts. “ But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou
shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy
soul” (Deut 4:29; cf. Prov 7:15). “ Seek the LORD and his strength,
seek hisface continually” (1 Chron 16:11; Ps24:6; 27:8). “ But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness...” (Matt 6:33; cf.
Zeph 2:3). Arewetruly and wholeheartedly seeking God and Hiskingdom
and His righteousness in the Lord Jesus Christ?

Seek God'sWord and will: Seeking God means seeking HisWord, even
His revelation. Many think that they can seek God without seeking
God's Word! They are just deceiving themselves. How can we seek
God without His revelation through His Word? How can we seek a
person whom we have never known nor met without any information
about him, without his ID, his address, his contact number, etc? We
must seek God through His written Word (the Holy Scriptures) and
through His living Word (the Lord Jesus Christ). “ No man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten Son, which isin the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18). “ ...seek the law of the
LORD, and to do it...” (Ezra 7:10). “...keep and seek for all the
commandments of the LORD your God...” (1 Chron 28:8; cf. Ps119:45).
“ Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall
fail...” (Isa 34:16). If we fail to seek God's Word, we shall perish.
“ Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes’ (Ps
119:155). Seeking God’s Word is also seeking God's will as God has
revealed Hiswill through His Word. We must follow Jesus, who says,
“1 seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent
me”’ (John 5:30).

THOUGHT: Do seek God and HisWord alwayswith al my heart?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto seek Theeand Thy Word with all my heart.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 8

PSALM 63 “0O God, thou art my God,;
PSALM 63:1 early will | seek thee...”

BETTER TO SEEK GOD FIRST (4)

The basic signs of aborn-again believer, with anew heart or naturein
Christ, areto seek God and HisWord, to thirst for God and His Word,
andto maintain aliving fellowship with Himin prayer and in meditation
of HisWord each day. “ As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of
the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:2). “ O God, thou art my
God; earlywill | seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth
for theein a dry and thirsty land, where no water is’ (Ps63:1). If we
have these basic signs, we must thank God and praise the Lord “ for it
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure” (Phil 2:13).

Our Lord Jesusknowsvery well that we must rely on Him, trustin Him
and submit to Him moment by moment for His grace and strength to
bear much fruit for God'sglory. “ | amthevine, yearethe branches: He
that abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). That is why we must
seek God and HisWord first to know Hiswill, to get Hisdirection and
guidance, and to receive His strength, wisdom and grace, and peace
and joy to liveavictoriouslife and to labour for Him fruitfully. Satan
also knowsthistruth very well, so hetries hisbest to distract and draw
us away from the blessed fell owship with God by worldly matters and
things, eg. something interesting, something nice, something or
someone attractive, or even someworry, stress, laziness, complacency,
pride, tiredness, illness, disappointment, criticism, misjudgment,
disagreement, opposition, trouble, or trial, etc.

No matter what may happen to us, and no matter how we may feel, we
must remember that God aloneisour lifeand all we need — our strength,
wisdom, victory, peace, joy, hope, and glory and also our salvation,
righteousness, holiness, help and deliverance. We must therefore seek
God first and aways.

THOUGHT: Itisbetter to seek God first asHeisall | need.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto seek TheefirstasThou art all | need.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 9

PSALM 118 “It is better to trust in the LORD
PSALM 118:8 than to put confidence in man.”

BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD AND RELY ON HIM (1)

Many trust in their own “gods.” Some trust in their loved ones or
relatives or friends who have power and wealth on earth. Otherstrust
in themselves and in their ability, their knowledge, their power, their
own heart, their own way, and their wealth. What about us? We must
thank God for revealing Himself and His Truth to us, so that we might
wisely put our trust in Him and HisWord alone, “ It isbetter totrustin
the LORD than to put confidencein man” (Ps 118:8).

People usually rely on someone or something that can help them or
support them — their parents, their spouses, their relatives, their friends,
their bosses, their religious leaders, their own understanding, their
wealth, their means, their resources or themselves. Many others rely
on something that may improve their physical health, etc. As “the
fleshisweak” (Matt 26:41), many are disappointed by the person or
thing they rely on. We must thank God, our Creator (whoisall-powerful,
al-knowing, all-wise, eternal, immutable, holy, loving, gracious and
merciful), that when we seek Him, turnto Him, wait upon Him, trust in
Him and rely on Him, we shall never be disappointed. Looking at the
lifeand thefaith of King Asarecorded in 2 Chronicles chapters 14, 15
and 16, we can seethat reliance on God iswise and blessed. But reliance
onmanisfoolish and cursed. “ Because thou hast relied on the king of
Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, thereforeisthe host of the
king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were not the Ethiopians and
the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet,
because thou didst rely on the LORD, he delivered them into thine
hand. For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from
henceforth thou shalt havewars’ (2 Chron 16:7-9).

THOUGHT: Dol truly trust in God and rely on Him always?
PRAYER: Lord, help metotrustin Theeand rely on Thee aways.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

PSALM 108 “Blessed is the man that
JEREMIAH 17:7 trusteth in the LORD...”

BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD AND RELY ON HIM (2)

Human helpisvain: Itisbetter toturnto God, trust in Him and rely on
Himin all things because human help isvain. Thisdoes not mean that
we proudly need no man. We wholeheartedly trust in God, who isable
to use people to help us according to His will and way. But when we
turn to men and rely on them, we must learn from David ashe cried to
the Lord, “ Be not far fromme; for troubleisnear; for thereisnoneto
help” (Ps22:11) and “ Give ushelp fromtrouble: for vainisthe help of
man” (Ps108:12).

It isacurseto trust in man: When Israel, God's people, turned to the
heathen or unbelievers for help, they could not find help but curse:
“Woe to themthat go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and
trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because
they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel,
neither seekthe LORD!” (Isa31:1). “ Thussaith the LORD; Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose
heart departeth fromthe LORD” (Jer 17:5).

It isablessing to trust in God: We do not need to learn costly lessons
by trusting in man, and then repent and turn to the Lord. It is always
wiser and better for usto seek God and turn to Him for help first and
always. “ Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose
hopethe LORD is. For he shall be asa tree planted by the waters, and
that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the
year of drought, neither shall cease fromyielding fruit” (Jer 17:7-8).
“ For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him...” (2 Chron 16:9). God does see and know whether our
hearts are perfect toward Him, trusting Him and relying on Him alone.

THOUGHT: Inwhom or what does my heart trust in all things?
PRAYER: Lord, please keep metrusting in Theeand relying on Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 11

PSALM 121 “My help cometh from the LORD,
PSALM 121:2 which made heaven and earth.”

BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD AND RELY ON HIM (3)

We ought to turn to God and look up to Him, trust in Him and rely on
Him becauseHeis:

The omnipotent God: Man is bound to his weaknesses, infirmities,
shortcomings and mistakes. He cannot cope with and deal with great
troubles and problems, afflictions and trials, temptations and attacks
from Satan. However, God isomnipotent or al-powerful. “ Behold, | am
the LORD, the God of all flesh: isthere any thing too hard for me?”

(Jer 32:27). Isthere anything too hard for God or impossible for God?
Thank God that “ With men thisisimpossible; but with God all things
arepossible” (Matt 19:26). God istheAlmighty Creator, sowith Himall
things are possible. When we encounter the impossibility, instead of
looking up to men (God's creatures), let usturn to our Almighty Creator,
look unto Him, wait upon Him, trust in Him, rely on Him, and we shall
never be disappointed. “ 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh fromthe LORD, which made
heaven and earth” (Ps121:1-2).

The omniscient God: Man cannot know everything due to hislimited
knowledge and understanding. He does not know what may happen to
him and to hisfamily and to theworld tomorrow. He does not know the
best advice and solution in tough situations, difficultiesand trials. But
God is omniscient. He knows all things and everything well (Ps 139;
John 16:30), even the end of amatter from the beginning (1sa 46:10);
and His knowledge, understanding, wisdom and judgments are
unsearchable (Rom 11:33-36). God knows us much better than we know
ourselves. God knows our hearts, our fears, our worries, our stress,
our motives, our weaknesses, our health, our works, our troubles, our
future, etc. Thus, itisbetter for usto turnto God, look up to Him, trust
inHim, and rely on Him for help and directionin al situations.

THOUGHT: Itiswiseto trust in the almighty and all-knowing God!
PRAYER: Lord, help metorely on Thy power and wisdom.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 12

PSALM 46 “God is our refuge and strength,
PSALM 46:1 a very present help in trouble.”

BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD AND RELY ON HIM (4)

The omnipresent God: We cannot be present everywhere. Evenif your
father isageneral or chief commander of the army, or acommissioner
of the police department, he cannot help you when you are attacked by
agang of robbersor banditsat night at home or overseas. Your husband
or wife or parent may be afamous and good medical doctor. He or she
cannot help you instantly when you have a stroke or atraffic accident
on the street. Thank God that God is everywhere and ready to help us
and protect usin al situations. “ God is our refuge and strength, avery
present (ready) help introuble” (Ps46:1). Thus, it is better for usto
trustin God and rely on Himin all things.

Theeternal God: Man isbound to death, and he may passaway anytime,
even tonight. Many worry, feel hopeless or are distressed when the
person they always|ook to for help suddenly passes away, whether in
an accident or because of illness. God, however, is eternal and ever
living to help usin our time of need when we turn to Him and trust in
Him. “ Theeternal God isthy refuge, and under neath arethe everlasting
arms...” (Deut 33:27; cf. Heb 4:16). Truly, “ Whereforeheisablealsoto
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb 7:25).

Theimmutable God: Man and hiswords are also bound to change due
to his weaknesses or to situations beyond his ability to control. Man
is changeable or mutable. A person who has promised to help you
tomorrow may change his mind or cancel his plan due to his sudden
illness, hisfamily, an accident or something happening to hiswork or
position. However, God and His Word and promises are always the
same yesterday, today and for ever (Ps 102:27; Mal 3:6; Heb 1:12).
Truly, “ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”
(Heb 13:8). Thus, wewill not be disappointed when weturn to God and
trust in Him and His Word.

THOUGHT: Rely onthe omnipresent, eternal and immutable God!
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor being avery present helpintrouble.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
PSALM 103
PROVERBS35 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart...”

BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD AND RELY ON HIM (5)

The sovereign, supreme, and most high God: Man cannot control
everything. A manager in your workplace may want to help you, but
hishelp isvain if his big boss or CEO wants to sack you. God is the
most high God, supreme and sovereign, so Heisalwaysin control and
Heisableto makeall thingsincluding the bad things, our enemies, or
our infirmitieswork together for our good when weturnto Him, trustin
Him and submit to Him. “ And we know that all things work together
for good to themthat love God, to themwho are the called according
to hispurpose” (Rom 8:28). We should remember that to love God isto
keep and obey His Word. “ If a man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him” (John 14:23). Not keeping God's Word or
commandments is a sin, and the holy God never condones sins. We
shall not enjoy God's help and blessings if we fail to keep His Word
and do Hiswill no matter how we may trust in Him.

Gracious and merciful God: Man tends to help those who deserve his
help or who please him. When we do something unpleasing to our
helpers, they will not want to help us any more even though we are
doing God's will and magnifying His Word. However, God is always
graciousand merciful, so we can humbly turn to Him, trustin Him and
cry unto Him for help although we do not deserve it at al. “ And the
LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth” (Exod 34:6).

As God our Creator is amighty, all-knowing, ever-present, eternal,
unchangeabl e, sovereign, graciousand merciful, it isalways better for
usto seek Him and HisWord first and wholeheartedly trustin Him and
rely on Him no matter what may happentous, “ Trust inthe LORD with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Prov

35).

THOUGHT: God isabsolutely trustworthy and reliable!
PRAYER: Lord, help metotrust and to rely on Theewith all my heart.

14




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

PHILIPPIANS3:1-16 “..for the excellency of the knowledge
PHILIPPIANS3:8 of Christ Jesus my Lord...”

BETTER TO KNOW GOD MORE AND MORE (1)

We havelearnt that it is better to have anew heart or natureinthe Lord
Jesus Christ and be God' s children than to have thewhole world. With
this new heart, we will thirst for God and His Word and trust in Him
and in HisWord more and more. We cannot trust or commit our livesto
astranger or to a person we do not know well. The more we know a
person with his godly and honest personality, character, qualities,
capacity, ability, and motives, the morewe can put our trust in him, and
we shall naturally trust him more if he is our father or husband or
brother. Thus, the more we know the living and true God our heavenly
Father, God the Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit
our Comforter and Hel per, the more we will trust in Him, rely on Him
and commit our lives, our studies, our marriage, our family, our work,
our ministry and our future to Him. Do you see it as very vital and
important to know more about God each day? Why?

God delights in our knowledge of Him: How would you feel if your
husband/wife or your son/daughter does not know about you: your
character and personality, your beliefs and mora standards, your
capacity and wisdom, or your likes and dislikes? Surely if they know
and interact lovingly with you, you would be very happy. God says
that He delightsin our knowledge of Him: “ Thus saith the LORD, Let
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
gloryin hismight, let not therich man glory in hisriches: But let him
that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me,
that | am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things | delight, saith the
LORD” (Jer 9:23-24). Do wetruly know God and desireto know more
about Him?All the knowledge of thisworld cannot save you nor help
you liveagodly and happy life, except the knowledge of God and His
Word. Paul regarded al things but loss “ for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord” (Phil 3:8). What about us?

THOUGHT: Theknowledge of God isthe best knowledge!
PRAYER: Lord, please help meto know Thee more each day.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 15

PSALM 9 “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
2PETER3:18 our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

BETTER TO KNOW GOD MORE AND MORE (2)

God commands us to know Him: Not only does God delight in our
knowledge of Him and HisWord, He also commands usto know Him:
“Bedtill, and know that | am God: | will be exalted among the heathen,
| will be exalted in the earth” (Ps 46:10). Many a time, we may be
worried, perplexed, dismayed or afraid in our difficulties, troubles,
illness, afflictionsor trials. However, God commandsus: “ Be till, and
know that | am God.” When we calm our troubled soulsand perplexed
minds, and acknowledge that our Heavenly Father is God, that our
Saviour Jesus Christ is God, and that our Comforter the Holy Spiritis
God, who is always sovereign, almighty, all-knowing, ever-present,
gracious and caring, we can turn to Him, trust in Him and commit
everything to Him to enjoy His loving care and peace. God also
commands us to grow in His grace and in the knowledge of His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ: “ But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen” (2 Pet 3:18). We must know more about our Lord Jesus
Christ today than yesterday, last week or last month or el se we are not
growing at all!

Surely, the morewe know the Lord our God and HisWord, the morewe
shall trust in Him and rely on Him. *“ And they that know thy name will
put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that
seek thee” (Ps9:10). “ For the which cause | also suffer these things:
nevertheless| am not ashamed: for | know whom| have believed, and
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have committed
unto himagainst that day” (2 Tim 1:12). “ And that froma child thou
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which isin Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim 3:15).
What about us?

THOUGHT: Theknowledge of God and HisWord isvital.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto be calm and know that Thou art God.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 “And this is life eternal, that they

JOHN 17 might know thee the only true God,
JOHN 17:3 and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

BETTER TO KNOW GOD MORE AND MORE (3)

Many think that they know God their Creator, but actually they may
only have head-knowledge of Him, not heart-knowledge. They may
even be pastors or bible college professors, and they may preach and
teach about God and the Saviour Jesus Christ, and they may even
perform miraclesin Jesus' name, but they do not truly know God nor
wholeheartedly believe, fear, and submit themselvesto God and to the
authority of God'sWord! They may be famous and honoured by men,
but they will be shocked and frightened when they hear Jesus' words:
“1 never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt
7:23). Only those who truly repent and receive the Lord Jesus astheir
Lord and Saviour with atrusting and submissive heart are truly born-
again with anew heart in Christ and are able to know God with a heart-
knowledge astheir Heavenly Father and their Good Shepherd.

Knowing God with a father-child relationship: A person may know
George Washington, the first president of the USA, and may speak
about hislife and career, quoting al his sayings, yet he may not be a
descendant of Washington. A person may know thelifeand the ministry
of the Lord Jesus Christ and even preach and teach about Him and
guote His sayings, yet he may not be God's child if he has not been
born into God's family. Jesus prays to His Father, “ And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). Theverb“ know” hereisnot just a
head-knowledge but a heart-knowledge with personal experience and
relationship with God. When we are born again, we have eternal life
with anew heart to know God as a child knows hisfather. A child will
naturally know and trust in his father more and more when he grows.
That isthe difference between Christianity and other religions. Other
religionsoffer only somemora teachings, but without life or apersona
relationship with God!

THOUGHT: | must know God asachild knows hisfather.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor being my God and my Father.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 “| am the good shepherd,

PSALM 23 and know my sheep,
JOHN 10:14 and am known of mine.”

BETTER TO KNOW GOD MORE AND MORE (4)

Knowing God with a shepherd-sheep relationship: The Lord Jesus
says, “ And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before
them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice...I am the
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine... And |
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:4, 14, 28). Sheep are
naive and defenceless. They do need the guidance, loving care and
protection of their shepherd. Without the shepherd, they would go
astray and be easy prey for fierce beasts like wolves, lions or bears
(John 10:12; 1 Sam 17:34). Sheep have aclose and blessed fellowship
with their shepherd. Sheep can recognise their shepherd’s voice and
follow him, and not run before him. They arenot familiar with astranger’s
voiceand will fleefrom him. The shepherd’svoiceisthe very Word of
God. Dowetruly know the L ord Jesus Christ and have aclosefellowship
with Him as our Shepherd? Do we recognise Hisvoice and follow after
Him? Do we enjoy our Good Shepherd's guidance, loving care,
protection and comfort day by day? “ The LORD is my shepherd; |
shall not want. He maketh meto liedown in green pastures. heleadeth
me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth mein the
paths of righteousnessfor hisname'ssake. Yea, though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” (Ps23:1-4).

Knowing God with reverence and obedience: Many think that they
know God and the Saviour Jesus Christ, and even serve God and preach
the L ord and HisWord, but they do not keep God’sWord nor do God's
will. They do not truly know God. “ He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him”

(1 John 2:4; cf. Titus 1:16). What about us?

THOUGHT: If I truly know God, | will fear Him and obey Him.
PRAYER: Lord, help metotruly know Thee, fear Thee and obey Thee.
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LORD'SDAY, JANUARY 18 “He that hath my commandments,

JOHN 14:15-31 and keepeth them ...and | will love him,
JOHN 14:21 and will manifest myself to him.”

BETTER TO KNOW GOD MORE AND MORE (5)

In order to know God more and more, we must highly value the
knowledge of God, seek Him and HisWord, pray for abetter knowledge
of Him, and keep HisWord.

Highly value the knowledge of God: We must be willing to regard all
things but loss for the high value of the knowledge of God. “ Yea
doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord...” (Phil 3:8). If wearenot willing to
spend moretimewith God and HisWord, we are depriving oursel ves of
an opportunity for God to reveal Himself to us.

Pray for abetter knowledge of God: If God does not reveal Himself to
us, we can never know Him with a heart-knowledge. Jesus says, “ ho
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him”

(Matt 11:27). Knowing thistruth, we must humbly set asideall our pre-
understanding, worldly knowledge, human arguments or prejudice,
and then fervently pray “ that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdomand revelation
inthe knowledge of him” (Eph 1:17). Do we?

Read and keep God’'s Word: God has revealed Himself to mankind
generally through His creation and specifically through His written
Word, the Holy Scriptures, and through His living Word, the Lord
Jesus Christ. We cannot know God properly and correctly without His
Word and without the L ord Jesus Christ. We must read and keep God's
Word with a prayerful, teachable, trusting and submissive heart to
receive more of Hisrevelation, “ He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to
him” (John 14: 21).

THOUGHT: Dol desireand pray for abetter knowledge of God?
PRAYER: Lord, increase my understanding of Thee and Thy Word.

19




MONDAY, JANUARY 19
PHILIPPIANS3:1-16 “Yea doubtless, and | count
PHILIPPIANS3:8 all things but loss...”

BETTER TO REGARD ALL THINGS BUT LOSS (1)

People in this world usually do not want to give up or let go of what
they regard as precious, valuable, rare, priceless, of great value, golden
opportunities, noble blood or royal family. They want to pursueit and
try to get it, to keep it, to protect it, and then they become proud and
boast about it. However, even when they gain the wholeworld with al
itsworldly values and treasures, they cannot find peace, joy and rest
for their hearts, nor can they find salvation for their souls.

If we can find something most valuable, we shall bewilling tolet go of
other things and regard them but |oss so that we can get the thing that
ismost valuable. If wehaveabig rea diamond, we shal not beinterested
in those small and fake ones although they may also glitter. The Lord
Jesus says, “ Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid
in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy
thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field”
(Matt 13:44).

Satan still uses worldly values and pleasures and “ all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life” (1 John 2:16) to attract many and distract them from things that
have true and eternal value. If we can find the Lord Jesus, His
knowledge, His salvation, His righteousness, and His presence, we
can say like Paul, “ Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That | may know
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto hisdeath” (Phil 3:8-10). Do
we highly value and treasure the Lord Jesus above all?

THOUGHT: Who or what do | treasure most?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto know Thee and treasure Thee aboveall.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
PHILIPPIANS3:1-16 “..that | may win Christ,
PHILIPPIANS3:8-9 And be found in him...”

BETTER TO REGARD ALL THINGS BUT LOSS (2)

Paul regarded all things but loss for the more valuable knowledge of
his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. What did he give up?

Noble blood: Paul was “ circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of
Israel, of thetribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; astouching
thelaw, a Pharisee” (Phil 3:5). The Jews regarded themselves as the
privileged people of God and despised the Gentiles. But before God,
both Jews and Gentles have sinned, and all need God's salvation by
gracethrough faithin Christ alone (Rom 3:23; Eph 2:8). If wethink we
can gain more of God's grace or favour than others because of our
nationality, our noblefamily, or even Christian familieswith Christian
parents and pastors, we havefallen from God'sgrace. “ ...God resisteth
the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James4:6). Thisiswhy
Paul regarded those things but loss so that he might win Christ and
His grace. What about us?

Self-righteousness. Paul regarded his own righteousness as rubbish
and dung so that he might win Christ and His righteousness. He said,
“touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless... | have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that | may
win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousnesswhichisof God by faith” (Phil 3:6,8-9). If wethink that
we are ableto gain God’s grace or favour more than others because of
what we have done, laboured and sacrificed, we havefallenfrom God's
grace and righteousness!

All things: Paul even regarded “ all things” but loss and dung so that
he*“ may win Christ, And befound in him” (Phil 3:8-9). What did Paul
mean by “ all things’ ?1t meanswhatever we can list: self-righteousness,
sacrifice, noble blood, fame, power, wealth, high social status,
materialism, etc. What about us?

THOUGHT: Dol regard all thingsbut lossin order to have Christ?
PRAYER: Lord, help metoregard all thingsbut lossin order to have
Thee.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21

2PETER 3
2PETER3:11 “...all these things shall be dissolved...”

BETTER TO REGARD ALL THINGS BUT LOSS (3)

Neither anyone nor anything can save us: No one, not even ourselves
or anything in this whole world, can save us from sins and the
condemnation of sinsin the eternal Lake of Fire. “ For what isa man
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?...”

(Matt 16:26). Thank God that the Lord Jesus Christ alone is able to
redeem us, forgive us, and wash us with His own blood. Only He can
save usand justify us. And only God’sWord can inspire and strengthen
our faith, regenerate us and sanctify us. Thus, it is better to regard all
things but loss so that we may have Christ and God'’s salvation and
truth. What about you?

All things will pass away: God's Word says: “ And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever” (1 John 2:17), and “ But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then
that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
yeto beinall holy conversation and godliness’ (2 Pet 3:10-11). The
world and all things in the world will pass away. Who and what will
remain for ever? God, the Saviour Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and
God'swill and Word remainfor ever. Thus, we should not be distracted
or attracted by the temporal thingsin thisworld, “ for the thingswhich
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal”

(2Cor 4:18).

We can bring nothing with us after death: No matter how preciousand
valuable certain persons or things in this world are to us, we have to
|eave them behind when we are called hometo bewith the Lord. “ For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry
nothingout” (1 Tim6:7). Thus, it isbetter to regard all things but loss
towin Christ and to be found in Him. Do we?

THOUGHT: All my treasuresinthisworld will passaway some day!
PRAYER: Lord, keep mefromthe attractions of thisworld.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
1CORINTHIANS1:18-31 “...there is none upon earth
PSALM 73:25 that | desire beside thee.”

BETTER TO FOCUS ON ETERNAL THINGS (1)

Seeing that all thingsin thisworld will pass away, it is better for usto
focus on the things that will not pass away:

God's salvation in Christ: Salvation is of the Lord alone (Jon 2:9; Ps
3:8; Acts4:12; Rev 7:10). God'ssalvationisan “ everlasting salvation”
(Isa 45:17; Heb 5:9). We shall not escape if “ we neglect so great
salvation” (Heb 2:3)! It isimpossible for us to save ourselves (Matt
19:26), so it is better to regard all things but loss to receive God's
salvationin Christ.

God's righteousness in Christ: All the good works and “ all our
righteousnessesare asfilthy rags’ (Isa64:6). It isbetter to take off our
own filthy robe of self-righteousness and put on God’s new robe of
Christ’srighteousness, which “ endureth for ever” (Ps111:3).

The knowledge of Christ: All the knowledge of the world will pass
away, but the knowledge of God will help ustrustin Him more, fear Him
more, and treasure Him more. It is better to regard al things but loss
“for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus... That | may
know him, and the power of hisresurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings...” (Phil 3:8,10).

The Lord Jesus and His glory: The more we know the Lord, the more
we shall appreciate Him and highly value Him above al, “ that | may
win Christ” (Phil 3:8). Step by step by God’s grace we shall know that
the Lord Jesus Christisall weneed — our Saviour, our Deliverer, our
Redeemer, our Lord, our King, our High Priest, our Great Prophet, our
Good Shepherd, our Great Physician, our Guide and Protector, our Best
Friend, our Life, our Hope, our Joy, our Peace, our Strength, our Light,
our Bread of Life, our Victory, our Glory, our “wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor 1:30), and
our“all,andinall” (Col 3:11), and we shall not want to exchange the
Lord Jesusfor anything elsein thisworld (Ps 73:25).

THOUGHT: Better to have Jesus, His salvation and righteousness.
PRAYER: Lord, helpmetreasure Theeasmy all.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
1PETER1:15-25 “But the word of the Lord
1PETER1:25 endureth for ever...”

BETTER TO FOCUS ON ETERNAL THINGS (2)

The more we know the Lord and His Truth, the more we will treasure
Him aboveall. And wewill bewilling to regard all things but losswhen
we aretempted to compromiseto gain worldly values, recognition, and
comforts or when we are despised, hated, opposed or persecuted
because of our faithinthe Lord Jesus Christ and God’s divinely inspired
and preserved Word, which endures for ever.

God's Word: Human words, theories, philosophies, teaching or
arguments, no matter how good they appear, can never give spiritual
lifeand will passaway. “ But theword of the Lord endureth for ever...”
(1 Pet 1:25; 1sa 40:8). The Lord Jesus confirms, “ Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35).
Thus, it is better for usto treasure God’s Word, keep God’s Word, and
“live...by every word of God” (Luke4:4) each day .

God'swill: God'sWord reveals God'swill tous, and “ thewor|d passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever” (1John2:17). Whatever we have done and are doing and will
do, if itisnot according to God'swill and Word, itisinvain and will be
in vain. Many are just wasting their time, life and resources living
according to their own will, even those who claim that they are serving
the Lord and doing many thingsin Hisname. If itistheir own will and
way, they and their sacrificeswill beregjected just like Cain’s (Gen 4.5),
and Jesuswill professto them, “ | never knew you: depart fromme, ye
that work iniquity” (Matt 7:23). Thus, it is better to seek God's will,
know God'swill and do God'swill asthe Lord Jesusdid (John 6:38).

God'slove: “ Godislove’ (1 John 4:8), and Hislove“ never faileth”

but endures for ever as “ his mercy endureth for ever” (Ps 136:1).
Whatever we have done or are doing, if it isnot out of our lovefor God
and for others, it is just like “ wood, hay, stubble” which “ shall be
burned” (1 Cor 3:12,15) without any reward.

THOUGHT: Am| doing God'sWord and God’swill out of love?
PRAY ER: Lord, help metolove Theeand do Thy Word and Thy will.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
JOHN 10:1-30
JOHN 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice...”

BETTER TO DO GOD’'S WORD AND WILL (1)

God islove and He wants us to love Him and to love one another. To
love God meansto keep HisWord. “ If a man love me, he will keep my
words...” (John 14:23). But many areliving, worshipping and serving
God without regard to HisWord and will! They arevery open, friendly
and compromising, and willing to work with other “brethren” despite
their different faiths, beliefs or doctrines as long as their church is
“growing”! That seemsto be“good,” butitisnot good in God’'s sight
at all. The most important thing is to do God's Word and will. The
following are the Lord Jesus' warningsto us:

(1) Not al shall enter into the kingdom of heaven but “ he that doeth
the will of my Father whichisin heaven’ (Matt 7:21).

(2) Not all are Jesus' sheep: “ But ye believe not, because ye are not of
my sheep...My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me” (John 10:26-27). And not all are God's children, but “ Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Aimighty” (2 Cor 6:17-18).

(3) Not al are Jesus’ brethren, but “ whosoever shall do thewill of my
Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother” (Matt 12:50).

(4) Not all areJesus friends, but“ Yearemy friends, if ye do whatsoever
| commandyou” (John 15:14).

(5) Not all are Jesus’ disciples because “ whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27).

(6) Not al servants will be rewarded, but only “ good and faithful
servant” (Matt 25:21, 23) and “ hethat overcometh” (Rev 21.7).

(7) Not all shall be “raptured” and see the Lord, but only those who
“watch” and“ be...ready” (Matt 24:40-44) and “ follow...holiness” (Heb
12:14).

THOUGHT: Many will be shocked asthey arenot truly the Lord’s!
PRAYER: Lord, help metodo Thy Word and will always.
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LORD’ SDAY, JANUARY 25
PSALM 40 “| delight to do thy will, O my God:
PSALM 40:8 yea, thy law is within my heart”

BETTER TO DO GOD’S WORD AND WILL (2)

Failing to do God'sWord and will is serious: With deceitful heartsand
the deceit from Satan, many are deceived into thinking that they are
right or doing the right things while they fail to do God’s will and
Word! God'sWord is God'swill. “ But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearersonly, deceiving your own selves’ (James 1:22). Adam and Eve
failed to keep God’sWord and do God'swill, but fell into the temptation
of Satan and were cursed (Gen 3:1-19). Failing to do God'swill isserious!
King Saul failed to carefully and wholeheartedly keep God'sWord and
do God'swill, so hewasrejected (1 Sam 15:22-23). It is serious!

Thus, we must have aheart’sdesire to know and do God'swill, toread
God’'sWord, and to pray for God’srevelation to know Hiswill and for
God's strength to do Hiswill.

Have a heart’s desire to know and do God's will: Many do not seek
God'swill or wait for God'swill. They just do what they want or like.
They can see, watch, hear, say, or do whatever they likeand go wherever
they likeregardless of God’'sWord and will! We must be born again so
that we may havethe heart’sdesireto seek and do God'swill. “ | delight
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart” (Ps 40:8).
Wemust belike our Lord Jesus Christ who says, “ | cometo do thy will,
O God” (Heb 10:9), and“ My meat isto do thewill of himthat sent me,
andtofinish hiswork” (John 4:34), and “ | seek not mine own will, but
the will of the Father which hath sent me” (John 5:30), and “ For |
came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me” (John 6:38). The climax of our Lord Jesus’ submission to
HisFather’swill isHis prayer to HisFather in the Garden of Gethsemane:
“ O my Father, if thiscup may not pass away fromme, except | drinkit,
thy will be done” (Matt 26:42). Do we truly desire to know and do
God'swill and submit to God'swill even as our Lord Jesus Christ did
on earth?

THOUGHT: It isaserious matter not to do God’sWord and will!
PRAYER: Lord, help metofear Theeand to desireto do Thy will.

26




MONDAY, JANUARY 26
PSALM 143 “ Teach me to do thy will;
PSALM 143:10 for thou art my God...”

BETTER TO DO GOD’S WORD AND WILL (3)

Read God's Word with a teachable, trusting and submissive heart:
God has revealed His will to us through His written Word (the Holy
Scriptures) and through Hisliving Word (the Lord Jesus Christ). Many
read God's Word but fail to understand God's will. They even
misinterpret God's Word to serve their own purpose and goal! What
proper attitudes do we need to have to read God’'s Word? We must
read God's Word with ateachable, trusting, reverent and submissive
heart without any doubt, question or criticism. Then the Holy Spirit
will help usto understand and know God'swill. “ ...but to thisman will
I ook, even to himthat is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
atmyword” (1sa66:2).

Pray to God for His revelation and strength: Acknowledging our
foolishness and weakness, when we read God's\Word we must pray to
God for Hisillumination to help us know and understand God’s Word
and will aswell as pray for His strength to do God’'s Word and will.
God'scommand is: “ Wherefore be ye not unwise, but under standing
what thewill of theLordis’ (Eph5:17). If wefail to understand God's
will, we are unwise or foolish! Praying with full submission to God's
will isvital to knowing God'swill. “ Thy will bedonein earth, asitisin
heaven” (Matt 6:10). “ Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God:

thy spirit is good; lead meinto the land of uprightness’ (Ps 143:10).
We must thank God for the prayer ministry of the Holy Spirit “ because
he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God”

(Rom 8:27). We must thank God for His gracious work in our hearts.
“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). Having known God's will, we must also
pray for God's strength to keep HisWord and to do Hiswill (Col 1:9-
11). Itisablessing to pray for one another “ that ye may stand perfect
and complete in all thewill of God” (Col 4:12). What about you?

THOUGHT: Do read God'sWord with prayer and submission?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto know and do Thy Word and will.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 27

JOHN 6:22-40 “ ..seeth the Son,
JOHN 6:40 and believeth on him...”

BETTER TO KNOW WHAT GOD’S WILL IS (1)

To be blessed by God, we must know and do His will. But, what is
God'swill for us?

Believe in the L ord Jesus Christ: “ And thisisthewill of himthat sent
me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and | will raise him up at the last day” (John
6:40). God loves mankind, including us, so much that He gave Hisonly
begotten Son, who came to die for our sins and rose again for our
justification and salvation (Rom 4:25). Not only did Jesusdieand rise
again to save us and give us eternal life, He also continues to be with
us, to help, to guide, and to care for us as our Good Shepherd. In all
things, we must turn to, trust in, and submit to the Lord Jesus Christ,
for thisis God's will for us. Not only for our salvation but also for
grace, strength, life, victory and blessings. We must turn our eyes to
Jesusand trust in Himin all things. Jesus says, “ My graceis sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness’ (2 Cor 12:9). We
must thank God for our Lord Jesus Christ’shelp each day. “ O wretched
man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? |
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord... Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through himthat loved us’ (Rom 7:24-
25; 8:37).

Knowing that God wants mankind including our loved onesand friends
and othersto believein the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved, we should
pray for them and share the Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation with
them. “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house” (Acts16:31). Asonly the Lord Jesus Christ isableto save
them and bless them, “ we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus sake” (2 Cor 4:5). All
thanks, praise, and glory must be to God and to our Saviour Jesus
Christ alone! Do you always turn to Jesus for help?

THOUGHT: God wants me to trust and obey His Son Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto trust in Thee and share Thee with others.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
EXODUS?20:1-17 “...fear God, and
ECCLESIASTES12:13 keep his commandments...”

BETTER TO KNOW WHAT GOD’S WILL IS (2)

Read and keep God's Word: “ This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all that iswritten therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success’ (Josh 1:8). God hasrevealed Hiswill to usthrough His
Word, and God wants us to read His Word, to meditate on His Word
day and night, and to carefully observe to do according to His Word.
Failing to read God's Word or keep God's Word isto fail to do God's
will. And thisissin! Do weread God'sWord and seek to do God'swill
faithfully every day?

Fear and love God and love mankind: Through God's Word, we know
that God commands usto “ fear God, and keep his commandments: for
thisisthewholeduty of man” (Eccles12:13), and“ Thou shalt lovethe
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. Thisisthefirst and great commandment. And the second islike
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour asthyself” (Matt 22:37-39). Itis
your duty and mineto fear God, love God and keep His commandments.
To love God, we must worship God and serve Him alone, honour His
name, and keep His day of rest holy, with all our hearts, souls and
minds. Dowetruly fear God and love Him?

To love our neighbour as ourselves, we must honour our parents, and
do good things to others without any harm or damage to their lives,
reputation, or possessions. “ For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery;,
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment,
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore
love isthe fulfilling of the law” (Rom 13:9-10). Arewe doing God's
will?

THOUGHT: Dol truly fear God, love Him and |ove my neighbours?
PRAYER: Lord, help metolove Theeandto love my neighbours.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
1THESSALONIANS4:1-12 « .. this is the will of God,
1THESSALONIANS4:3 even your sanctification...”

BETTER TO KNOW WHAT GOD’'S WILL IS (3)

Be sanctified and belike Christ: “ For thisisthewill of God, even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain fromfornication” (1 Thess4:3).
“Beye holy; for | am holy.” (1 Pet 1:16). To be sanctified, we must
separate ourselves from sins, self, worldliness, dedicate ourselves to
the Lord and let Him dwell in us and control us. We must also thank
God for His good and holy will to transform us “ to the image of his
Son” (Rom 8:29)! Then, we must ook unto the Lord Jesus Christ and
walk in His steps. “ Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God” (Heb12:2).“ ...Christ also suffered for us, leaving usan example,
that ye should follow hissteps” (1 Pet 2:21). Do we follow Jesus and
Hisholy example?

As“ he that saith he abideth in him (Jesus) ought himself also so to
walk, even as he (Jesus) walked” (1 John 2:6), we must look unto the
Lord Jesus Christ and imitate Him in all things— in words and deeds,
in prayer, in humble service, in meekness and love, in sacrifice, in
separation from sin and worldliness, in obedience to God the Father, in
worship, in preaching and teaching, in holiness and righteousness, in
longsuffering and perseverance, in spiritual warfare against Satan and
temptations, etc. Do we always do that?

Thedifference between Christianity and other religionsishaving Jesus
lifel Without Christ, no one can live a holy life as He does. We must
thank the Lord Jesus because Heiswilling to livewith usand inusand
manifest Hislifethrough us. * I amcrucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ livethinme...” (Gal 2:20). “ Alwaysbearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of
Jesus might be made manifest in our body” (2 Cor 4:10). Does Jesus
Christ livein us?

THOUGHT: Without Jesus Christ, | can never liveasHelived.
PRAYER: Lord, pleaselivein meand manifest Thy lifeinme.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 30

PSALM 136 “In every thing give thanks:
1THESSALONIANSS:18 for this is the will of God...”

BETTER TO KNOW WHAT GOD’S WILL IS (4)

Do good things despite sufferings: “ For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing” (1 Pet 3:17).
God wants us to do good things although we might encounter
contempt, opposition, or persecutions. We should not be surprised
and “ think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you...But rejoice, inasmuch asye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings;
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy” (1 Pet4:12-13).

Be thankful to God in all things: No matter what happens to us, God
wants usto be thankful to Him. “ In every thing give thanks: for thisis
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess 5:18). We
must thank God for who He is— our Creator and Maker, our loving
Father, our Saviour Jesus Christ, our Comforter the Holy Spirit. We
must thank God for His gift of life each day that we are still alive, still
able to see, to hear, and to move, “ for in himwe live, and move, and
have our being” (Acts 17:28). We must be thankful to God for His
good creation which we can enjoy. Just imagine: how can welive and
survive without the air, the sun, the water, the food, etc (Ps 136)?

We must thank God for His great salvation and eternal lifein the Lord
Jesus Christ because we only deserve to be condemned due to our
sins. We must thank God for His grace, love, mercy, peace, joy and
comfort that the world cannot give to us. We must thank God for His
Word and truth, for His faithfulness, provision, guidance, protection,
and many other blessings. We must also thank God inillness, afflictions,
failures, losses, problems, difficulties, troubles, trials, or persecutions,
which God isableto turnto our good — to refine us, to keep ushumble
and closer to Him, and to make us more mature and more like Christ.
Giving thanksto God in all things without murmuring shows our trust
in God and in His sovereignty, our humble submission, and our honour
todo God'swill.

THOUGHT: Dol truly thank God for al thingsandin al things?
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor al thingsandin all things.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
EPHESIANSS:1-21 “Proving what is
EPHESIANS5:10 acceptable unto the Lord.”

BETTER TO PROVE WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD

When we cannot find direct instructions from God’s Word concerning
certain activities, practices, habits, hobbies, fashions, etc, what shall
we do? God commands us to prove or examine “ what is acceptable
unto the Lord” (Eph 5:10). Many things are acceptable unto man, but
may not be unto God. We must ask ourselves the following questions
before we say or do something:

1. Does it glorify God? “ Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).

2. Would the Lord Jesus do it that way on earth?“ And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him” (Col 3:17).

3. Doesit draw me closer to the Lord in holiness?* Follow peace with
all men, and holiness, without which no man shall seetheLord” (Heb
12:14). “ Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded”

(James4:8).

4. Doesit make me conform to theworld in ungodliness? “ And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God” (Rom 12:2).

5. Isit profitable and edifying? “ All things are lawful for me, but all
things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things
edify not” (1 Cor 10:23).

6. Does it enslave me? “ All things are lawful unto me, but all things
arenot expedient: all thingsarelawful for me, but | will not be brought
under the power of any” (1 Cor 6:12).

7.Doesit cause othersto stumble or fall away from God’s Truth?“ But
take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak” (1 Cor 8:9).

THOUGHT: Dol carefully provewhat is acceptable unto the Lord?
PRAYER: Lord, may | prove and do things acceptable unto Thee.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 1
1CORINTHIANSG6:9-20 “ .. whatsoever ye do,
1CORINTHIANS10:31 do all to the glory of God.”

BETTER TO GLORIFY GOD ALONE (1)

The Lord Jesus Christ humbled Himself and came into the world with
the purpose of glorifying His Father and to finish the work His Father
had given Him to do, even God's salvation for mankind through His
death and resurrection. “1 have glorified thee on the earth: | have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4). Can we
say the sameto God when we are about to leave thisworld? God wants
ustoreceive Hissalvation for ourselves personally, to livefor Himand
for His glory and to share His salvation with others. In situations
wherewe do not know God’swill directly from the Holy Bible, we can
ask ourselves, “Does it glorify God alone when we say, behave, do,
live, preach, or teach like that?”

Theterm* glorify” in Greek isdoxazow, meaning “to recognise, honour,
praise.... To glorify God, meaning to render glory to Him, recognize
Him for Who and What He is, to celebrate with praises, worship,
adoration” (Zodhiates). Are we living to glorify God in whatever we
say and do and wherever we are? Do we recognise God, acknowledge
His sovereignty, appreciate His grace, and render glory to God in our
worship, in our ministry, and in our personal life at home, at school, at
work or at play?

To glorify God is God’'s command, “ Ye that fear the LORD, praise
him...glorify him; andfear him...” (Ps22:23), and “ Whether therefore
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1
Cor 10:31), and“ For yeare bought with a price: thereforeglorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's” (1 Cor 6:20). We
must glorify God in our body by keeping our body from sinsand using
it asaninstrument to do God’swill and Word. We must glorify God in
our spirit by keeping our hearts and minds in communion with Him
with our reverence, honour, love, gratitude, obedience, submission,
praise and worship. If wefail to glorify God or if God isnot glorified
and honoured in whatever we say or do in our lifeand in our ministry,
we havefailed to keep God’'s commandment, anditissin!

THOUGHT: IsGod glorifiedinmy lifeand ministry?
PRAYER: Lord, helpmeto recogniseand glorify Theeinall things.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
PSALM 86 “ .1 will glorify thy name
PSALM 86:12 for evermore.”

BETTER TO GLORIFY GOD ALONE (2)

Many areliving for themselves and for worldly fame and glory without
any regard for God, their Creator and Maker, and for what He wants
them to do. And thisis not pleasing to God at al. “ For the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness...
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and

their foolish heart was darkened” (Rom 1:18, 21). What about us?

TheLord Jesus Christ still commandsHisfollowers, “ Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father whichisin heaven” (Matt 5:16). The Lord Jesus Christis
“the light of the world” (John 8:12), and He wants us to reflect His
Light and Life to the people around us in this world of darkness. Do
they glorify and praise our heavenly Father when they see our lives?If

not, how can we glorify God?

Be born-again with a godly desire and purpose to glorify God alone:
Dueto man’stotally depraved, corrupt, rebellious, deceitful, sinful and
wicked nature, we naturally do not have any purpose, motive, goal or
desire to glorify God in our hearts, minds and lives. Non-believers
naturally just think of themselves and how to promote themselves to
get glory and praise from men. The Lord Jesus exposed the self-centred
hearts of the Jewish leaders who “ receive honour one of another, and
seek not the honour that cometh from God only” (John 5:44). Even
when they knew God, they did not glorify God, but rejected and crucified
the Messiah! As “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Rom 3:23), only when we are saved and born again can we have
agodly desire and purposeto glorify God like David who said, “ | will
praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and | will glorify thy
namefor evermore” (Ps86:12) and like John the Baptist, “ He (Christ)
must increase, but | must decrease” (John 3:30).

THOUGHT: Dol truly purposein my lifeto glorify God alone?
PRAYER: Lord, help metolivefor Thy glory alone.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3

JOHN 15:1-16 o -
“Herein is my Father glorified,
JOHN 15:8 that ye bear much fruit...”

BETTER TO GLORIFY GOD ALONE (3)

Be controlled by the Holy Spirit and bear Hisfruit: When we are born
again, we are partakers of God'sdivine nature (2 Pet 1:4), but our old
manisstill inus. Therewill beaconflict between the new man and the
old man in our hearts. The new man desires to do what is good and
right to glorify God, but the old man, like the force of gravity, always
pulls us down to sin. We can only overcome this spiritual warfare
through the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. “ O wretched man
that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? | thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord...” (Rom 7:24-25) and “ For thelaw
of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death” (Rom 8:2). If we are weak and dying, we cannot stand
up, raise our hands, or move around, but lie down due to the force of
gravity. However, if we are healthy, lively and strong, we can overcome
gravity and stand up, move around and work although the force of
gravity is still there. Spiritually speaking, if we are spiritually strong
and healthy by feeding on God’s Word and by the Holy Spirit, we can
overcomethe old manin usand do God'swill to glorify God. Thistruth
reminds us to humble ourselves and depend on the Lord Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit moment by moment like the brancheswhich depend
on the vine for nutrients.

TheLord Jesusconfirms, “ He (the Holy Spirit) shall glorify me” (John
16:14), and“ Hereinismy Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall yebemy disciples’ (John 15:8). Therefore, the more we submit to
the control of the Holy Spirit, and the more we bear Hisfruit, the more
weshall glorify God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We must “ be
filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18) and bear Hisfruit of “ love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal
5:22-23) and“ fruit unto holiness” (Rom 6:22), and “ all goodnessand
righteousnessand truth” (Eph 5:9). If not, we can never glorify God in
our lives and ministry, no matter how successful we may be in the
world.

THOUGHT: Dol bear thefruit of theHoly Spirit?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto humbly depend on Theethat | may glorify
Theewithmy life.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
PSALM 50

PSALM 50:23 “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me...”

BETTER TO GLORIFY GOD ALONE (4)

Seek God and Hisglory first and love Him aboveall: God commands us
to “ seek yefirst the kingdom of God, and hisrighteousness...” (Matt
6:33) and “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matt 22:37). If wefail to seek
God first and love Him aboveall, we can never glorify God aswewould
have no interest or delight in Him. We would have turned His glory
into shame. “ O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into
shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing?” (Ps
4:2). What about us?

Do God's Will and Word: Jesus came to do His Father’s will and to
obey His Word. “ For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but thewill of himthat sent me” (John 6:38). So He could pray to
His Father, “ 1 have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the
wor k which thou gavest meto do” (John 17:4). If wefail to do God's
will and keep His Word, it is sin and we can neither please God nor
glorify Him. God hasmagnified HisWord aboveall HisName (Ps 138:2),
so those who doubt, question, or criticise God’sWord really dishonour
God and His holy Name. Jesus challenges us: “ My mother and my
brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it” (Luke
8:21).

Giveall thanks, praise and glory to God: When wetruly acknowledge
God’s sovereignty, grace, love and blessings despite our unworthiness
and nothingness, we shall give thanks, praise and glory to God a one.
When others praise us or thank us, we can sincerely say to them,
“Thank God for Hisgraceand mercy,” giving all glory to God alone. If
we fail to thank God but always complain or murmur, we can never
glorify God. “ Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me...” (Ps50:23), and
“That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 15:6). We glorify God more
when we can thank and praise God in our troubles or trials like Job.

THOUGHT: Dol redlly love God and keep HisWord with thanksgiving?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto love Thee, thank Thee and do Thy will.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
JOHN 13:1-20
1JOHN 2:6 “..walk, even as he (Jesus) walked.”

BETTER TO WALK AS JESUS WALKED (1)

We must thank God, our Creator and Maker, for having chosen usand
saved usinthe Lord Jesus Christ by Hisgrace and mercy alone, not by
our good works, merits or efforts. Once we are saved, we are not our
own as we have been redeemed and bought with avery high price —
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus cameto diefor our
sinsand rose again for our justification. We must bear the good fruit of
asaved and redeemed believer, using our bodies and spiritsto glorify
God. “ For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's’ (1 Cor 6:20).

God's purposeisto transform His children into the image of His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 8:29). The Lord Jesuslived aperfect lifeon
earth to give us a perfect exampleto follow. “ For | have given you an
example, that ye should do as | have doneto you” (John 13:15; cf. 1
Pet 2:21). Are we following our Lord Jesus Christ’s example and His
stepsin what and how we say, do, behave, worship, serve and suffer?

If we are true Christians, we are bearing the Lord Jesus' name in our
lives. God commands us to say and do all things in the Lord Jesus

holy Name. “ And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanksto God and the Father by him”

(Col 3:17). Wewill take the Lord Jesus Namein vain when we say, read,
listen to, watch and do the things that the Lord Jesus would not do.
Arewewalking or living as Jesuswalked and lived?* Hethat saith he
abideth in him (Jesus) ought himself also so to walk, even as he
(Jesus) walked” (1 John 2:6).

In situations where we do not know God'swill directly from the Holy
Bible, we can turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and ask ourselves, “What
would the Lord Jesus say or do in this situation?”’

THOUGHT: God wantsmeto belikethe Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, transform me and help meto live as Thou lived on
earth.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
PHILIPPIANS1:1-11
PHILIPPIANS2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you...”

BETTER TO WALK AS JESUS WALKED (2)

No one on earth can live as Jesus lived. When God had His purpose
and will for usto be like His Son Jesus, He foreknew that He must do
His own good work in us to transform us into the image of His Son.
“ Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ... For it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of hisgood pleasure”

(Phil 1:6; 2:13). Without God'sgraciouswork in us, we shall be undone
for ever. However, we have to fulfil our part and responsibility to
manifest God's sovereign work of gracein our lives. We must have a
heart-knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, have the same mind and
purpose as He has, humbly depend on Him, and let Him manifest His
life through us.

Know our L ord Jesus Christ with aheart knowledge: Canwefollow our
Lord Jesus example without knowing Him? Absolutely not! God
commands us to “ grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 3:18). Growing in His knowledge
meanswe must know the L ord better each day. How can we know more
about our Lord Jesus? We must read the Holy Bible, and through the
illumination of the Holy Spirit, we can know more about the Lord Jesus
Christ and appreciate Him and highly value Him above all. “ Yea
doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord...” (Phil 3:8). Knowing that Jesus
humbly sought God first in prayer, we ought to do the same. Knowing
that Jesus never doubted God’s Word but lived by God's Word and
used God'sWord to preach, to teach and to overcome Satan, we ought
to do the same. Knowing that Jesuslived aholy, godly and humblelife
to serve God and men, we ought to do the same. Knowing that Jesus
endured contempt, envy, hatred, false accusations, persecutions, and
obeyed His Father unto death, we ought to do the same. Do we?

THOUGHT: Dol know the Lord and liveas Helived on earth?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto know Thee and walk as Thou walked.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
PHILIPPIANS2:1-18
1CORINTHIANS2:16 “But we have the mind of Christ.”

BETTER TO WALK AS JESUS WALKED (3)

Have the same mind and purpose as Jesus has: To know about the
Lord Jesus Christ is not enough. We must have the same mind and

purpose as He has, “ Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus... he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
thedeath of thecross’ (Phil 2:5, 8). A natural man hasarebellious, vain,
fleshly and corrupt mind (Rom 8:7; Eph 4:17; Col 2:18; 1 Tim 6:5). He
naturally minds* thethingsof theflesh” (Rom 8:5) and“ earthly things’
(Phil 3:19). He cannot understand spiritual things and even regards
themas* foolishness’ (1 Cor 2:14). Therefore, only when we are saved
and born again by God’sgrace, God’sWord and by the Holy Spirit can
we have arenewed mind and the mind of Christ. “ For who hath known
the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind
of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16) to mind “ the things of the Spirit” (Rom 8:5).

Jesus cameto do His Father’swill (John 6:38), not Hisown will or the
will of any man. We ought to do the same. Jesus cameto “ bear witness
unto the truth” (John 18:37) and to preach and teach God’s Truth. We
ought to do the same. Jesus cameto glorify His Father and to finish the
work HisFather gave Him to do (John 17:4) without any waste of time
for worldly things. We ought to do the same. Jesus came to serve, to
seek the lost and to save sinners (Matt 9:13; 20:28), not to entertain
them or attract them with material blessings, the social gospel or worldly
values and entertainments. We ought to do the same. Jesus came to
train His disciples to continue God’s work of salvation on earth after
Hisascension. We ought to do the same. It is better and more important
to haveafew faithful brethren who will continueto stand firmon God's
Word and to continue Hiswork when we are no longer around than to
have many who will compromise and not wholeheartedly submit to the
Lord and His Truth.

THOUGHT: Jesusisnot pleasedif | fail toimitate Him!
PRAYER: Lord, help mewalk closer with Theein all things!
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 8
JAMES4:1-10 “Draw nigh to God,
JAMES 4.8 and he will draw nigh to you.”

BETTER TO DRAW NIGH TO GOD (1)

We have already considered two questions which we must ask
ourselves before we say or do something: (1) “Doesit glorify God?’
and (2) “Would the Lord Jesus do it that way on earth?’ Now we shall
continue with the third question: “Does it draw me closer to God in
holiness?” Why should we ask this question before we do something?
Simply becauseit is God's command! “ Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye double minded” (James4:8). Itisnot wiseat all toignoreor
to disobey God's command. Like afoolish man who builds his house
on sand, it will collapse sooner or later when the heavy rain, the flood
or the strong wind comes. Likewise, thosewho ignore God’'s commands
will not have the grace and strength from the Lord, so they cannot
stand firm when troubl es, temptations, afflictions, trialsor tribulations
come. Our disregard of God’'s command showsour arrogance, rebellion
and disobedience, anditissin. Itisaways good and wise to remember
and keep God's commands. Then, God will blessand honour us. “ ...God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6)
and “ ...for them that honour me | will honour, and they that despise
me shall belightly esteemed” (1 Sam 2:30).

Theverb “ draw nigh” in Greek is eggizo, which means “ come near,
draw near, be near” (Zodhiates). Do we draw near or come near to
God?As God isholy and righteous, God commands us to cleanse our
hands and purify our heartswhen we come near to Him. Cleansing our
hands meansto cleanse our conduct and deeds from sins by confessing
our sins to the Lord. We can have His cleansing by His precious
blood. “ If we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse usfromall unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9). “ But if
wewalk inthelight, as heisin the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (1John 1:7).

THOUGHT: Dol purify myself before coming near to God each day?
PRAYER: Lord, keep mecloser to Theein my sanctification.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
HEBREWS10:1-22
HEBREWST7:25 “...come unto God by him (Jesus)...”

BETTER TO DRAW NIGH TO GOD (2)

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded” (James
4:8). The verb “ purify” in Greek is hagnizo, which means “to make
clean, to purify, to consecrate. M etaphorically, to render pureinamoral
sense, to reform (James 4:8; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:3). Used not only
with the meaning of purifying or cleansing, but also with the collateral
meaning of consecration” (Zodhiates). “ Double minded” in Greek is
dipsuchos, i.e. “dis, twice, and psuche, soul, mind. Double-minded,
doubtful. In James 1:8, referring to the doubter or waverer which
correspondsto diakrino; intheplural, in ageneral senseasan unstable
person (James 4:8). Such a person suffers from divided loyalties. On
the one hand, he wishesto maintain areligious confession and desires
the presence of God in hislife; on the other hand, he lovesthe ways of
the world and prefers to live according to its mores and ethics”
(Zodhiates). Here, God commands us to purify our hearts, minds,
motives and conscience, and be loyal to Him and serve Him alone as
our Master.

God does not command us to do anything without providing His
sufficient grace and meansto doit, al for Hisglory alone. Godisholy
and righteous, and He hates sins, while we are sinful and unrighteous.
How then can we draw near to God? The Lord Jesus has already come
and died for our sins and shed His precious blood to cleanse us from
all our sinsand unrighteousness. Jesusrose again and is ever living to
makeintercession for us (Heb 7:25). “ Having... boldnessto enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus... Let us draw near with a true heart
in full assurance of faith...” (Heb 10:19, 22). Jesus' blood is aways
powerful and ready to cleanse us so that we can draw near to God. If
wefail to keep God'scommand to “ draw nighto God,” itistotally our
fault. Itisasif water is always available, but we are dirty and smelly
because we just refuse to take a shower!

THOUGHT: | can come near to God through Christ and Hisblood.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor helping meto come near to Thee.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
2CORINTHIANS6 “...evil communications
1CORINTHIANS15:33 corrupt good manners.”

BETTER TO DRAW NIGH TO GOD (3)

God'sWord does not give uscommandsfor all our particular activities
in detail, especially in our modern days, but His command for us to
draw near to Him in holiness must be our guiding principlefor al our
motives, decisions, choicesand activities. Inall our activities, we must
ask ourselves, “Doesit draw me closer to God in holiness?’ Listening
toworldly music will not draw our hearts and minds closer to God, so
itiswisefor usto stop doing it. Watching worldly movies, worldly TV
programmes, dramas or videos will defile our hearts and minds and
draw us away from the holy God, so it iswise for us to stop doing it.
We must do the same with computer games, trashy articles or
pornography in the newspaper, magazine or from the Internet. Itisalso
wise to decline an invitation to a worldly party with beer, wine and
dancing because we know such worldly pleasures only draw us away
from the holy God. We should also be careful when making friends or
choosing alife partner who may draw us away from God. It is always
wise to keep ourselves clean and pure from ungodly friendship and
communications. “ Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good
manners’ (1 Cor 15:33).

We must also pray for God’s guidance when choosing acareer that will
not draw us away from God. When we have to choose a place to stay,
we also have to stay away from ungodly places like “ Sodom and
Gomorrah.” Itisvery important to choose aBible-believing church to
attend and worship in spirit and in truth, or to choose a sound Bible
collegetoenrol in, etc. | personally thank God for guiding meto the Far
Eastern Bible College in Singapore to enjoy the sound teaching and
training; otherwise, | would not be what | am today. We must never
compromise to tolerate sins, worldliness, or wrong doctrines.
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive you” (2 Cor
6:17).

THOUGHT: Itisbetter to draw near to God in all thingsin my life.
PRAY ER: Lord, keep mecloseto Theein spirit and in truth.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
1JOHN 2:1-17 “Love not the world,
1JOHN 2:15 neither the things that are in the world.”

BETTER NOT TO BE CONFORMED
TO THIS WORLD (1)

What are your desires, purposes or goalsin thisworld? Many do not
care about God, their Creator and Maker, or their spiritual life. The
world before them is so nice and so attractive with many things to
explore, to achieve and to enjoy. To enjoy the world with aluxurious
lifestyleand with whatever they like, they must have money and more
money. They study hard to get awell-paid job or they work hard and
do their business to earn more money. With money, they can get the
thingsthey like and al the comfortsthey want. For others, they study
hard and work hard in order to achieve agood position in society with
power, fame and popul arity. Satanisthe“ prince of thisworld” (John
12:31), and he has painted this world to appear so nice, so beautiful,
so attractive, so bright, and so glorious, to draw many away from God
and His Truth. Sadly many have fallen into Satan’s trap unawares!
What about us? It is not wrong for usto study hard and work hard to
be successful and to earn money to support ourselves and our loved
ones, but we must do all to God's glory, and we must use what God
has given usto serve Him and to extend Hiskingdom on earth. We are
to be Hisfaithful stewards, knowing that one day when He comeswe
will have to give an account to our Master. What about your desires,
goals and ambitions?

God commands His peopleto: “ Love not theworld, neither thethings
that are in the world... For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, isnot of the Father,
but isof theworld” (1 John 2:15-16). Theworld isagainst God. Those
who loved the world despised, rejected, hated, persecuted and
crucified the Lord Jesus Christ. So do many today. They do not want
Jesus to be their Lord and King! God’s Word declares that being “ a
friend of the world isthe enemy of God” (James 4:4). It is serious!

THOUGHT: Am| afriend of the Lord Jesus or of theworld?
PRAYER: Lord, help metowisely choose Theeasmy Friend for ever.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
ROMANS12
ROMANS12:2 “...be not conformed to this world...”

BETTER NOT TO BE CONFORMED
TO THIS WORLD (2)

Jesusstill praysto HisFather for Hisfollowers: “ | have given themthy
word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the
world, even as | am not of the world. | pray not that thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them fromthe
evil. They are not of the world, even as| am not of the world. Sanctify
themthrough thy truth: thy word istruth” (John 17:14-17).

Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself to save us from sin and the
condemnation of sin as well as to bring us out of this cursed and
hostileworld. That isthe meaning of the Church, ekklesia, acalled-out
peoplefrom sin and the world to belong to Christ. Do we belong to the
Lord or to the world? Jesus came into the world to carry out God’s
work of salvation for mankind and then Hereturned to His Father. “ My
kingdomis not of thisworld...” (John 18:36). We must have the same
mind, perspective and attitude that Jesus has.

God's Word commands us to “ be not conformed to thisworld: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom 12:2).
““Conform’ in Greek is susch¢matiz0, from sun, together with, and
schematizo, to fashion. To fashion alike, conform to the same pattern
outwardly. InRomans 12:2, * be not conformed’ . An expanded rendering
might read, * Stop being molded by the external and fleeting fashions of
this age, but undergo a deep inner change by the qualitative renewing
of your mind’” (Zodhiates). Satan is “the god of this world” who
“ hath blinded the minds of themwhich believenot” (2 Cor 4:4), and he
is still using the world to choke God's Word that has been sown in
man’sheart (Matt 13:22). It isaseriousthing when one bringsunbiblical
teachings, worldly ideas, counselling, music, fashions and
entertainments into the church.

THOUGHT: Itisagainst God'swill to be conformed to thisworld!
PRAYER: Lord, help meto dieto theworld and livefor Thee.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
MATTHEW 4:1-11 “..the world is crucified unto me,
GALATIANSG6:14 and | unto the world.”

BETTER NOT TO BE CONFORMED
TO THIS WORLD (3)

Satan still usesthe world to draw many away from God and His Truth.
To overcome Satan and the world, we must be born again; to take up
our cross and to die to the world; to humbly depend on the Lord and
trust in Him; and to resist Satan with God’s Word and prayer.

Be born again and have our mind renewed: Satan showed the Lord
Jesus Christ “ all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them”

(Matt 4:8) and then tempted the Lord Jesus Christ to worship him to
gain the world with its worldly glory and values. But the Lord Jesus
Christ saw thisworld differently—a cursed world full of darkness of
sins, immorality, injustice, deception, ungodliness, unrighteousness,
evil, wickedness—and thisworld will one day be destroyed! With His
holy mind and foresight, the L ord overcame Satan by God’sWord. He
said to Satan, “ Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
wor ship the Lord thy God, and himonly shalt thou serve” (Matt 4:10).

Satanisstill tempting many with the things of thisworld. We must be
born again and have the same holy mind of Christ (1 John 5:4; 1 Cor
2:16) so that we can see thisworld in the way Jesus seesit and “ beye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom 12:2). Those
professing “Christians” who are not born again will naturally love the
world and will feel miserablelikeafish out of water whenthey areina
Bible-believing church that promotes God's Word and sanctification!

Take up our crossand dieto theworld: Weareliving in theworld, but
we do not belong to the world, and thisworld is not our home. We are
herefor apurpose: to be Jesus’ witnessesfor ashort time, and then we
shall be with Him forever when we are called home or when Jesus
comes again. Arewe living for our Lord Jesus Christ?

THOUGHT: Dol belong to the Lord or to theworld?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto overcome Satan and worldliness each day.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

. “ Submit yourselves therefore
1JOHN 5 1-15 to God. Resist the devil,
JAMES4:7 and he will flee from you.”

BETTER NOT TO BE CONFORMED
TO THIS WORLD (4)

Satan is real and his temptations are real. To overcome Satan and
worldliness, we must not only be born again to have Jesus' mind and
to take up our crossto follow Him, but we must also depend on Him
and trust in Him to resist Satan with God's Word and prayer.

Humbly depend on the L ord Jesus Christ and trust in Him moment by
moment like the branches on the vine: “1 am the vine, ye are the
branches: Hethat abideth inme, and | in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). We cannot
do anything acceptable unto God nor fight a good fight to overcome
Satan and worldliness without the Lord Jesus. We must turn to the
Lord Jesus Chrigt, rely on Him, and wholeheartedly trust in Him. “ For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God?” (1 John 5:4-5). Believing that Jesus is the Son of God means
believing that Jesus is the very God, who is amighty, all-wise, all-
knowing, eternal, sovereign, holy, righteous, good, loving, gracious,
merciful and faithful; and whoisableto help and enable usto overcome
Satan and the world. “ Nay, in all these things we are more than
conguerors through him that loved us” (Rom 8:37). Thanks, praise
and glory be unto the Lord a one!

Resist Satan with God’sWord and with our prayers: Evewasin amuch
better environment than the Lord Jesus. She was neither hungry nor
thirsty in a fruitful garden, while Jesus was hungry and thirsty after
forty days in the wilderness! Sadly, Adam and Eve fell into Satan’s
temptation because they failed to resist Satan with prayer to God and
with God's Word. However, the Lord Jesus Christ resisted Satan and
overcame him with prayer and with God’'sWord. We must do the same
(James4:7; cf. Matt 26:41).

THOUGHT: Dol submit to the Lord to resist Satan?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto humbly depend on Theeto get the victory.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 15
2TIMOTHY 3 “...Christ Jesus came into
1TIMOTHY 1:15 the world to save sinners...”

BETTER TO DO PROFITABLE AND
EDIFYING THINGS (1)

Dueto thefall of Adam and Eve, human nature is naturally selfish—
full of self-will, self-love, self-glory, self-importance, self-promotion,
self-righteousness, etc. Consequently, we can see moral and spiritual
decline everywhere, especialy in these last days. “ This know also,
that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers (covenant breakers), fal se accusers, incontinent (unable
to control one's appetites), fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; Having aformof godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
suchturnaway” (2 Tim 3:1-5). Even in the church environment, Paul
wrote, “ | have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your
state. For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s”

(Phil 2:20-21). What about us? Only thinking of oneself, loving onesel f
and seeking one’'s own is being self-centred and idolatrous, contrary
to God, to HisWord, to His sacrificial love, and to the cross of Christ!
Only God is able to save selfish sinners and transform their hearts to
love God and care for others.

Read Paul’s testimony in 1 Timothy 1:12-15. When we are willing to
submit ourselves to the Lord and His Word, like clay in the divine
potter’s hand, Heis ableto transform our selfish and sinful heartsand
livestolivefor Him and to make us ablessing to others. Praisethe Lord
for His good and gracious work!

THOUGHT: A selfishheart and lifeisstill far from God'sgrace!
PRAYER: Lord, please continue Thy good and graciouswork in me.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16
1CORINTHIANS10:14-33 “...all things are lawful for
1CORINTHIANS10:23 me, but all things edify not.”

BETTER TO DO PROFITABLE AND
EDIFYING THINGS(2)

“ All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but all things edify not” (1 Cor 10:23).

“‘Lawful’ (exesti) meansit ispossible, referring to moral possibility or
propriety meaning itislawful, right, permitted (Matt 12:4; Mark 6:18;
Luke6:4; 14:3; 1 Cor 10:23), can, may (Acts8:37; 21:37). ‘ Expedient’
(sumphero) means to bring together in one place (Acts 19:19); to be
profitable, advantageous, to contribute or bring together for the benefit
of another. Used either personally (1 Cor 6:12; 10:23) or impersonally,
sumphérei, meaning that it is advantageous, profitable, good (Matt.
5:29, 30; 18:6; 19:10; John 11:50; 16:7). ‘ Edify’ (oikodomeo) meansto
build, construct (L uke 6:48). Externally (Matt 16:18), ‘ On thisstonel
shall build my church.” Internally, in a good sense, to build up in the
faith, to edify, to cause to advancein thedivinelight (1 Cor 8:1; 10:23;
14:4,17; 1 Thess5:11)” (Zodhiates).

Thus, although we are allowed to do something, we must be concerned
for others, because not all things are profitable or edifying. In Paul’s
situation, he knew that idols were nothing, and that there is only one
living and true God, and that the earth isthe Lord’s, but he did not eat
food offered to idols in the temple. Why? Paul cared for others,
especially young believers, as not all had the same knowledge as he
did. Paul was concerned that they might be “ emboldened to eat those
thingswhich are offered toidols’ (1 Cor 8:10).

Today, when we areinvited to partake of food offered toidols, we must
politely decline. Young believers may see us eating only once and
concludethat it isfine for them too. Therefore, we must be careful in
what we say, listen to, watch, read, eat, drink, put on, or do because not
all areprofitable and edifying.

THOUGHT: Inadll | do, am | concerned about the effects on others?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto love and consider others as Thou dost.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
1THESSALONIANSS5:11-28
1THESSALONIANSS:11 “ ...edify one another...”

BETTER TO DO PROFITABLE AND
EDIFYING THINGS (3)

Caring for the edification of othersisnot an option, but God'scommand:
“Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth” (1 Cor
10:24). Itisasinif we seek to do what we like regardless of God, His
Word and the edification of others. “ Let all things be done unto
edifying” (1 Cor 14:26), and“ all things’ here are without exception. It
isasinif what we have said or done has not edified othersor built them
upintheir faithin God and God’sWord. “ Wherefore comfort your selves
together, and edify one another, even asalso yedo” (1 Thess 5:11). It
is God's command herefor usto “ edify one another,” literally, “keep
on edifying one another.” Also: “ Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the hearers’ (Eph 4:29). Thus, God
commands usto edify othersin all things. Thiswill show that wereally
carefor others.

Doing all things for others’ edification is doing God’'s command and
following our Lord Jesus' example: “ For even Christ pleased not
himself...” (Rom 15:3). Sodid Paul: “ ...wedo all things, dearly bel oved,
for your edifying” (2 Cor 12:19). What about us? Do we really build
othersup in their faith in God and in God's Word in whatever we say,
write, preach, teach and do? Man, with hissinful and sceptical nature,
will doubt God's Word; and this is enough for Satan to cause man to
doubt God's Word more! Sadly, many so-called “Christian leaders”
and “scholars’ are helping Satan and man’s sinful nature to cause
many to doubt God’'s Word through their unbelief, textual criticism,
and human methods to examine and determine God's Word without
faith or reverence! They haveviolated God's command to do all things
for others’ edification! It isseriousasthey will haveto answer to God
for what they have said, taught and done. The proper attitude is to
tremble at God’'sWord with faith and reverence either when hearing or
preachingit: “ ...to thisman will | look, even to himthat is poor and of
acontritespirit, and trembleth at my word” (1sa66:2; cf. 1 Cor 2:1-5).

THOUGHT: Dol edify othersand help them to trust in God’s Word?
PRAYER: Lord, may | trembleat Thy Word with trust and fear.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
ROMANS14 “ Knowledge puffeth up,
1CORINTHIANSS8:1 but charity edifieth.”

BETTER TO DO PROFITABLE AND
EDIFYING THINGS (4)

How canwedo all thingsfor others’ edification?We haveto deal with
our own “self” first by the cross of Christ, and then care for the
edification of others by the love of Christ.

Dietoself andlet Christ liveinus: Our Lord Jesus* pleased not himsel f’

(Rom 15:3), but “ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
eventhedeath of thecross’ (Phil 2:8). Therefore, we must do the same.
Read Jesus' challengetousin Luke 9:23. Paul diedto his“self” and let
Christliveinhim: “ I amcrucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the lifewhich | now livein the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me” (Gal 2:20). What about us? There must be no more“what | will
or like or want,” but “what God wills, likesand wants” meto do for the
edification of others.

Let thelove of Christ constrain us: Without Christ’slove, we will not
be able to do God's commands willingly or joyfully. Truly, if welove
someone, we will be able to restrain ourselves from saying or doing
anything that may hurt him, and we will be willing to do something to
build him up in hisfaith in God and God's Word (2 Cor 5:14). Are we
constrained by Christ’s love? It is not man-made love, but Christ's
love, the very love that compelled Him to humble Himself and come
into this cursed and sinful world to die for mankind, including us! We
really need Christ and His love “ both to will and to do of his good
pleasure” (Phil 2:13). We must not forget that it isalso God’s command
for us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and to
love our neighboursas ourselves (Mark 12:29-31). “ Let all your things
be done with charity (love)” (1 Cor 16:14), and “ charity edifieth” (1
Cor 8:1), and “ seeketh not her own” (1 Cor 13:5).

THOUGHT: Without Christ and Hissacrificial love, | am nothing.
PRAYER: Lord, pleaselivein meand manifest Thy lovein me.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19

JOHN 8:31-47 “ ...Whosoever committeth sin
JOHN 8:34 is the servant of sin.”

BETTER TO BE A SERVANT
OF CHRIST ALONE (1)

Surely everyone loves freedom, and no one wants to be under the
bondage of any. Many are willing to sacrifice their lives to fight for
freedom. Freedom is so precious. Many enjoy living in freedom but
instead of appreciating and treasuring the freedom they have, they
abuse it. They do not care about God or God's Word or the people
around them. They just want to do what they like, believe what they
like, say what they like, listen to what they like, watch what they like,
dress the way they like, eat and drink what they like or go wherever
they likeaslong asit isnot against thelaw of their country. They think
they do not need a Saviour. Do you think like that too? Jesus says,
“Whosoever committeth sinisthe servant (slave) of sin” (John 8:34).
God’s Word also says, “ He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth fromthebeginning” (1 John 3:8), and* Whilethey promise
them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of
whom (or of what) a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in
bondage” (2 Pet 2:19). Arewe slaves of sin, Satan, or corruption?

If we are defeated by sin, we are slaves of sin. If we are defeated by
Satan, we are slaves of Satan. If we are defeated by anyone or anything,
we are slaves of that person or that thing. Many are slavesto their own
sinful naturewith their sexual lusts, sinful desiresor bad temper. Many
areslavesto their self-will, proud ambitions, and rebellious nature, and
so they cannot deny themselves nor submit themselves to the Lord
and His Word. Many are slaves to worldliness and materialism, to
gambling, drinking and smoking or even drugs; to worldly pleasures
and entertainments, to movies, dramas and computer games, because
they cannot live without it. Many cannot live without their friends.

What about us?

THOUGHT: Am | a slave of anyone or anything except Christ?
PRAYER: Lord, please set mefreefromsinssothat | am slaveto Thee
alone.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
ROMANS7:1-25 “If the Son therefore shall make
JOHN 8:36 you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

BETTER TO BE A SERVANT
OF CHRIST ALONE (2)

Are we free indeed? Only the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and
God’'sWord are able to make us free indeed.

Acknowledge our slavery: Many do not admit that they are slaves of
sinand worldliness. They are even proud of their worldly and ungodly
lifestyle. They do not care about God, their souls, their future or the
Judgment Day. Asaresult, they do not need Jesusto save them! What
about you? If we still enjoy living in sin and worldliness without any
remorse, regret or conflict in our heart, we are not of the Lord, but of
theworld. We are still enslaved to sin and worldliness. In other words,
we are not born again. God’s Word says that those who are born again
will not purposely and continually livein sin (1 John 3:9). This does
not mean that God’'s children are sinless, but that they do not
intentionally keep on committing sins as a habit. They acknowledge
their weakness and sins and repent of their sinsright away to maintain
their fellowship with God. Moreover, they will also acknowledge their
sinful flesh and slavery, will deal with it seriously, and will not ignoreit
or rest until they find the answer in Christ.

Cry unto the L ord for deliverance: Like adrowning man struggling to
save himself and crying for help, Paul cried in his helplessness and
hopelessness: “ O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from
the body of thisdeath?” Thank God for the answer in Christ, “ | thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 7:24-25). Paul was also
determined not to be enslaved to anything (1 Cor 6:12). What about
you? Have you earnestly and wholeheartedly cried unto Jesusfor His
help and deliverance? Jesus still promises, “ If the Son ther efore shall
make you free, ye shall be freeindeed” (John 8:36).

THOUGHT: Jesusaoneismy Saviour and Deliverer.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy salvation and deliverance.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY21 “ ...become servants to God
ROMANSS8:1-18 ye have your fruit unto hoIiness:
ROMANSG6:22 and the end everlasting life.”

BETTER TO BE A SERVANT
OF CHRIST ALONE (3)

Submit to God's Word and the control of the Holy Spirit: Jesus,
confirming thetrueliberty through God'sWord and Truth, says, “ If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32).
John 17:17, “ Thy word is truth.” Those who are superstitious are so
afraid of “bad luck” that they dare not go out on certain days, or eat
certain food or drink, etc. However, when they know and believe he
truth that God is sovereign and able to make all things work together
for good to those who love Him (Rom 8:28), they are not afraid of “bad
luck” any more. God's Truth has made them free! Those who follow
man’s religions and wrong doctrines are also under the bondage to
unbiblical teachings, rituals, rites and practices. When they know the
truth, they find true salvation and liberty in Christ. God's Truth has
made them free! Themoreweread God' sWord, believeit and submit to
itsauthority, the more freedom or liberty we shall enjoy through God's
Truth. Truly, “ ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” PraisetheLord!

Not only do we need Jesus and God's Truth to set usfree, we al so need
the Holy Spirit in order to enjoy God'’s liberty. Although we are born
again, we still struggle with sin. To deal with it, we need the powerful
life of Christ through the Holy Spirit. “ For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me freefromthelaw of sin and death” (Rom
8:2). “ Now the Lord isthat Spirit: and where the Spirit of theLord is,
thereisliberty” (2 Cor 3:17). Thus, thevital matter iswhether wearein
constant dependence on Jesus, the Holy Spirit and God's Word. Jesus
is a good, holy and gracious Master! It is better to be a servant of
Christ aone than of cruel and evil masters like sin, corruption and
Satan. Paul was happy and blessed to be “ a servant (slave) of Jesus
Christ” (Rom 1:1). What about us?

THOUGHT: Tobeaslaveof God |leadsto holinessand eternal life.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me dependant on Thee and Thy Word always.
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LORD’ SDAY, FEBRUARY 22
MATTHEW 18:1-20 “..woe to that man by
MATTHEW 18:7 whom the offence cometh!”

BETTER NOT TO CAUSE OTHERS TO STUMBLE (1)

Weliveinasinful world full of offences, stumbling blocksand scandals.
Sometimes when we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to unbelievers,
they may say that they have Christian loved ones, relatives, friends, or
neighbours who are neither good nor godly, and so they do not want
to hear the Gospel. They have been offended by the bad examples of
“Christians.” We are usually disappointed when we see those who are
expected to be good and godly fall into sin with their sex, corruption or
financial scandals. What happened to them? It is due to man’s sinful
flesh aswell astemptationsfrom Satan and theworld. However, manis
totally responsible for what he does, and cannot push the blame to
Satan or temptations. Jesus saysin Matthew 18:7: *“ Woe unto the world
because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe
to that man by whom the offence cometh!”

We must be concerned about the people around us and not be a
stumbling block to them due to our bad language, conduct, behaviour,
our worldly friendship or our ungodly lifestyle. We have already learnt
to ask six basic questions before we say or do something: (1) Does it
glorify God? (2) Would the Lord Jesus do it that way on earth? (3)
Doesit draw me closer to the Lord in holiness? (4) Does it make me
conformto theworld in ungodliness? (5) Isit profitable and edifying?
(6) Doesit enslave me? Today we shall consider question (7): Doesit
cause othersto stumble or fall away from God'struth?

God commands us to “take heed lest by any means this liberty of
yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (1 Cor 8:9).
“‘Take heed lest’ in Greek is blepete de mepos, which means ‘watch
out lest’, and ‘ stumblingblock’ in Greek is proskomma, which means
‘astone of stumbling’, ‘acause of faling'” (Zodhiates). Do we really
watch out lest we cause others to fall away from God's Word and
Truth?

THOUGHT: Causing othersto stumbleisaserioussin.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto build othersup, not destroy them.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23 “...when ye sin so against the
MATTHEW 23:1-15 brethren, and wound their weak
1CORINTHIANSS8:12 conscience, ye sin against Christ.”

BETTER NOT TO CAUSE OTHERS TO STUMBLE (2)

It isaserious matter to stumble others and cause them to give up their
faith in the Lord. Jesus says, “ But whoso shall offend one of these
little ones which believe in me, it were better for himthat a millstone
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth
of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needsbe
that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!”

(Matt 18:6-7). “* Offend’ in Greek is skandalizo, which meansto cause
to stumble and fall, to cause to offend, lead astray, lead into sin, fall
away from the truth” (Zodhiates). A millstone is very heavy. If it is
hanged round an offender’s neck and heisthrown into the sea, hewill
definitely drown. It is a serious offence to mislead people from God's
truth with human arguments, philosophies, teachings and traditions!

Sadly, many so-called “ Christian leaders’ do this, casting doubts on
God's Word and twisting God's Truth to serve their own goals and
beliefs!

The Jewish leadersworked hard to prosel ytise others, but Jesus rebuked
them for being hypocrites because they made these proselytestwofold
morethe children of hell (Matt 23:15). Looking at their bad examples,
these proselytes (who did not know much about God's law) thought
that it would be fine to do as their leaders did, and they were even
emboldened to do more wicked things. It is sad that the same thing
happens in many churches today. They do not mind spending their
timeand effortsto evangelize, but the new converts (who do not know
much about God's Word) hear their unbiblical preaching and seetheir
ungodly examplesand worldly worship and think that it isfinefor them
to say, watch, listen to, dress, worship, and do what they like aslong
as they still go to church and confess their faith in Jesus! It is so
dangerousto ignore Jesus' warning in Matthew 7:21.

THOUGHT: Do cause othersto depart from God' struth?
PRAY ER: Lord, pleaselivein me and make me ablessing to others.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
ROMANS14 “...no man put a stumblingblock
ROMANS14:13 ..in his brother’s way.”

BETTER NOT TO CAUSE OTHERS TO STUMBLE (3)

Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to warn the believersin Corinth
not to offend brethren who were still immature in thefaith and lacking
inspiritual knowledgewith their weak conscience. The mature brethren
might know that thereisonly one living and true God and that &l the
heathen gods and idolsare nothing. But if these weak brethren who do
not have that knowledge see the mature brethren eating food offered
toidoals, they might think that they could do the same, and they may be
emboldened to do even more. Consequently, their conscienceisdefiled
and wounded by their acknowledgement of idols, and it is an
abomination before God as God commands His peopleto worship Him
only. Itisaserious matter to offend immature brethren and cause them
to do thingsthat are against God'swill and Word, and itisasin against
Christ! “ And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died? But when ye sin so against the brethren, and
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ” (1 Cor 8:11-12).
What about us?

God'scommandment to usis: “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind...And the
second islike unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour asthyself” (Matt
22:37, 39). With Christ’slove constraining us, we shall be ableto avoid
offending our Lord and others by not doing what we like but doing
what God wants us to do for the edification of others. Truly, “ He that
loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of
stumblingin him” (1 John 2:10).

We must abstain from saying, eating, drinking, watching, listening to,
and doing the things or going to placesthat might offend others. Read
1 Corinthians 8:13 and Romans 14:21.

THOUGHT: Not all have the same faith and spiritual knowledge!
PRAYER: Lord, help metoloveothersand consider their spiritual life.

56



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
PROVERBS22 “ A good name is rather
PROVERBS22:1 to be chosen than great riches...”

BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD NAME (1)

Many businesses and companies try their best to keep their good
name or brand so that when the consumers hear their brand name and
choose to buy their products, they will fully trust the quality of the
products without any questions.

Many like nice and meaningful names. Somelove the name of afamous
person so much that they change their names to that name. However,
due to man’s sinful and deceitful nature, many cannot live up to their
meaningful names. Some may even live alife contrary to their names.
For example, Judas or Judah means* Praisethe L ord,” but Judas|scariot
betrayed the Lord! When the Bible tells us about a “ good name,” it
refers to a good character, a good life, a good reputation and a good
testimony. We may not have anice name, but if by God'sgracewelive
a good life with a good testimony that everyone can trust, then our
lives are better than great riches and precious ointment. “ A good name
israther to be chosenthan great riches...” (Prov 22:1).“ Agood name
is better than precious ointment...” (Eccles7:1).

Many think that they secure aplacein heaven because they have their
names registered in a church or areligious organisation, but what is
most important iswhether their namesarewritten inthe Book of Life of
the Lamb; otherwise, their future is in eternal misery and suffering.
“ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast
into thelake of fire” (Rev 20:15). If you are among the prisoners who
are gathered to hear the names of some who have been granted amnesty
from the king or from the president on a special occasion, how would
you feel if your name is not listed? But if you hear your name
announced, you will be most joyful! All of us are sinnerswho deserve
to be condemned. Why do we not rejoice and give thanks and praise
to the Lord when our namesarewritteninthe Lord’sBook of Life, and
that is by grace through faith in Him alone? “ Notwithstanding ...
rather rejoice, becauseyour namesarewritteninheaven” (Luke 10:20).

THOUGHT: Do otherstrust mewhen they hear of my name?
PRAYER: Lord, please keep metrueto Thee and Thy Word always.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 .

) He that overcometh ...
REVELATION 3:1-6 I will not blot out his name
REVELATION 3.5 out of the book of life...”

BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD NAME (2)

We have to keep our characters and our lives true to God and to His
Word. What do people think when they hear of our names? What does
theLord think about us? 1t will beall invainif you gain thewholeworld
with all itsvalues and glory, but your soul is not saved and your name
isnot written inthe Book of Life. Itisbetter to have our nameswritten
in heaven than anything else in the whole world.

Be born again: A “valid’ good name must come from a good life, a
good person. As al are sinners, and no oneis good, we must be born
again. “ Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God” (John 3:5). A baby hasitsnameregistered legally in acountry
on earth, and aborn-again believer hashisnamewrittenin heaven. Itis
not because of what he has done, but because of what the Saviour
Jesus Christ has done for him through His death, resurrection and
intercession. If you are not sure that your name is written in heaven,
just sincerely come to the Saviour Jesus Christ, humbly confess your
sinsto Him, and fervently ask Him to cleanse your heart, control your
lifeand write your namein HisBook of Life. Thisisby God'sgraceand
mercy alone, so al glory and praise must be unto the Lord alone.

Liveavictoriouslife: Jesussays, “ Hethat overcometh, the same shall
be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before
hisangels’ (Rev 3:5). Do you want your name to be confessed before
God the Father and Hisangels? It isa great privilege. We must live a
victoriouslife. While we are on earth, we will encounter many battles
within and without since Satan does not want anyone to be saved. To
obtain a good name, we must wholeheartedly trust in the Lord and
depend on Himfor victory. “ Nay, in all these thingswe are more than
conguerorsthrough himthat loved us’ (Rom 8:37).

THOUGHT: AmI born-againandliving avictoriouslifein Christ?
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy salvation and victory.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

1TIMOTHY 4
1TIMOTHY 4:12 “...be thou an example of the believers...”

BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD NAME (3)

Keep God's Word and do His will: Many professing believers think
that they are saved and their names are written in heaven while they
neither keep God's Word nor do His will! They are just deceiving
themselves! God's Word says: “ For | testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto himthe plaguesthat are written
in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book” (Rev 22:18-19). It is serious if your “ part” and mine are
taken away out of the Book of Life! Sadly, many just blindly follow
“scholars’ or leaders who arrogantly criticise God's Word and do not
care about the omission or subtraction or modification or mistrandation
found in new English versions of the Holy Bible! Many others neither
live nor worship God according to God's Word and God's will! The
Lord Jesus warns, “ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which isin heaven” (Matt 7:21). What about us?

Bear agood testimony: God wants us to be the salt of the earth and to
be Hisreflected light to theworld (Matt 5:13-14). God also wants usto
set agood exampleto bear agood testimony to HisName. Arewe*“ an
example of the believers, inword, in conversation, in charity, in spirit,
in faith, in purity” (1 Tim 4:12)? What do others think about us? We
can neither be a good example nor bear a good testimony if others
think weare“ compromising,” or “lazy,” or “worldly,” or “ungodly,” or
“selfish,” or “proud,” or “dishonest,” or “unreliable,” or “unfaithful,”
or “hypocritical,” etc. We must be willing to deny ourselves and to
count al things but loss to maintain a good testimony. We must be
willing tofollow the L ord Jesus, our perfect example, and to set agood
example to others even when the majority do not. How we need our
Lord and His grace to enable us to bear a good testimony!

THOUGHT: Alwaysbesure my nameiswrittenin heaven!
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor writing my namein heaven.

59



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 “Blessed are ye, when men shall
LUKE 6:20-33 ... cast out yc’)ur name as evil,
LUKEG:22 for the Son of man’s sake.”

BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD NAME (4)

Confess Jesus Christ before men: We must not be ashamed of Jesus
and His Word. “ For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my
words, of himshall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall comein
hisown glory, andin hisFather’s, and of the holy angels’ (Luke 9:26).
Wemust gladly count it an honour to confess Jesus before men without
any shame (Matt 10:32). Jesuswho isthe Son of God and the very God
Himself, the Creator and M aker, was not ashamed to humble Himself to
be a Man, even a servant, to die for your sins and mine. Why are we
ashamed of Him? We should not be ashamed but rather count it a
privilege and a blessing even to suffer because of our Lord’s blessed
name. “ If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: ontheir part heisevil
spoken of, but on your part heisglorified” (1 Pet 4:14).

Rejoice and give thanks and praise to the Lord: We must not take
God's grace and salvation for granted or lightly. We must not forget
that in order to be saved from sinsand from the eternal Lake of Fireand
to have our names written in heaven, the Lord Jesus had to suffer
greatly, to die painfully and shamefully and to shed His blood to take
away our sins! Many may rejoice because of God’s blessings upon
their lives and their ministry, but murmur and complain when
unfavourable things happen to them. No, we must still rejoice and
thank God because our “ names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20)
and becauseitisagreat privilege to bear our Saviour’s blessed name.
We must still rejoice even when we are despised and our names are
evil-spoken of by the enemies of God'struth (Luke 6:22).

THOUGHT: RgoiceintheLord, for my nameiswritten in heaven!
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto confessThy Name before men gladly.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 1
MATTHEW 23:23-39
MATTHEW 23:26 “...cleanse first that which is within...”

BETTER TO KEEP OURSELVES
CLEAN AND PURE (1)

Most of usloveto livein aclean environment, breathein pureair, stay
inaclean house, driveaclean car, eat clean food and use clean utensils
or tools. Sadly, not many pay close attention to their hearts and their
spiritual and moral lives, their worship and their ministry to make sure
that these are clean and purein God's sight!

It is dangerous for those who deceive themselves by thinking that
they are holy, pure and clean, but in the sight of God, they are not.
“ Thereisa generation that are purein their own eyes, and yet is not
washed from their filthiness” (Prov 30:12). Jesusin Hislove had to
rebukethereligiousleadersin Hisdaysfor their hypocrisy: “ Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside
of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and
excess.. for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all
uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Matt 23:25-28). “ Ye
are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your
hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination
inthesight of God” (Luke 16:15). Here, the Lord Jesus saysthat God's
holy standard is much higher than what men think. What “ is highly
esteemed” among men “ isabominationin thesight of God.” Thuswe
have to compare ourselves with God's holy standard, even His holy
written Word, the Holy Scriptures, and Hisholy living Word, the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Many confess that they are Christians but do not carefully keep their
hearts, souls, minds and tongues clean and pure in the sight of God.
They want to enjoy lifeand walk in an easy and broad way with worldly
values and pleasures, which are so appealing to their fleshly, selfish
and worldly life. What about us?

THOUGHT: Am| clean and pureinthesight of the holy God?
PRAY ER: Lord, search me, wash me and keep me clean and pure.

61



MONDAY, MARCH 2
JOSHUA7 “...be ye holy in all
1PETER1:15 manner of conversation.”

BETTER TO KEEP OURSELVES
CLEAN AND PURE (2)

God commands His people to be holy: God is holy and pure, so He
commands His people, including us, to be holy and pure (1 Pet 1:15-

16). Wemust be“ holy in all manner of conversation.” In other words,
we must be holy in what we think and desire, what we believe and
practise, what we say and do, and how we behave ourselves and
conduct our lives in our study, work, play, worship or ministry. The
next commandment is* keep thyself pure’ (1 Tim5:22). Theverb“ keep”

(or “guard”) in Greek is in the present active imperative mood. The
present tense denotes a continuous act of keeping or guarding. “Keep
on guarding yourself pure” not only on the Lord’s Day among God's
people at the church, but every day and even every hour either among
many others or alone at home, at school or at work. Are we keeping
God’s command to be holy?

God iswith Hisholy people and blesses them: The holy and righteous
God never condones sins, unrighteousness and ungodliness (Rom

1:18). When the children of Israel served God and kept His Word, He
was with them, blessed them and gave them the victory; but when they
sinned against Him, they were cursed and defeated before their
enemies. “ Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before
their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because
they were accursed: neither will | be with you any more, except ye
destroy the accursed from among you. Up, sanctify the people, and
say, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow: for thus saith the LORD
God of Israel, Thereisan accursed thing inthe midst of thee, O Israel:
thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the
accursed thing fromamong you” (Josh 7:12-13).

It is better to keep ourselves haly, clean and pure to enjoy God's
presence, support, help, deliverance and blessings.

THOUGHT: | must be holy to enjoy God's presence and blessings.
PRAYER: Lord, please sanctify me and keep me holy.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 3 . e

) a man therefore purge
2TIMOTHY 2:11-26 himself from these...
2TIMOTHY 2:21 meet for the master’s use...”

BETTER TO KEEP OURSELVES
CLEAN AND PURE (3)

God uses clean vessels for His glory: We do not want to drink from
dirty cups, but clean cups. Sadly, like the Pharisees, many do not see
the real depravity and wickedness of their hearts but deceive
themselves by thinking that they are clean and pure, and then despise
and condemn others (Luke 18:9-12). Many cannot see the hypocrisy,
ungodliness, and unbelief of others, so they admire those who have
great credentialsand eloquent skills, and blindly follow them and their
teaching, preaching and writing, and even vote for them to be their
religious leaders. They like to hear what is pleasing to their ears or
what makes them feel good. Their leaders are thus proud of their
churches and think that God is using them and blessing them and their
ministry whilethey neither truly know God and HisWord correctly nor
submit themselves to the authority of God and His Word! Jesus still
teachesHisfollowersto be discerning, to seethefruit to know thetree
so that they would not be deceived by wolves in sheep’s clothing
(Matt 7:15-20). What about us?

We may be honoured and used by men, but are we used by God? God
is holy and pure, so He uses clean and pure vessels unto honour for
His glory, but dirty vessels unto dishonour. “ But in a great house
there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and
of earth; and someto honour, and someto dishonour. If a man therefore
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work” (2
Tim 2:20-21). To beused by God, we must purge or thoroughly cleanse
ourselves from all sins, self, defilement, unrighteousness and
worldliness by Jesus' blood and keep ourselves clean, pure and
sanctified unto the Lord.

It is wise to keep ourselves pure aways to be used by our holy God,
“thewisdomthat isfromaboveisfirst pure...” (James3:17).

THOUGHT: Am| used by God or men?
PRAY ER: Lord, please cleanse meand use my lifefor Thy glory.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
PSALM 139 “ Search me, O God,
PSALM 139:23 and know my heart...”

BETTER TO KEEP OURSELVES
CLEAN AND PURE (4)

As God is holy and pure, we must be holy and pure to enjoy His
presence and His blessings, to be used by Him, and to see the Lord
when He returns. How can we keep ourselves clean and pure?

Pray tothe L ord for His searching and cleansing: We must pray to the
Lord to search our hearts so that we may see ourselvesin the sight of
God and HisHoly Word, whichislikeamirror (James 1:23-24), and then
ask Himto cleanse usthoroughly by our Saviour Jesus Christ’s precious
blood. “ Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting” (Ps 139:23-24). “ Wash me throughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse mefrommy sin” (Ps51:2). “ If we confessour sins,
heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse usfromall
unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9). Do we do that every day?

Separate ourselves from unclean things: We cannot keep ourselves
clean and pure if we touch unclean things and live in an unclean
environment. That is why God has commanded us to be separate.
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive you, And
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saiththe Lord Aimighty” (2 Cor 6:17-18). Thosewho areagainst Biblical
Separation neither truly know God's holiness nor seriously observe
God'scommandment! They liketo hear and talk about God’sgrace and
love, but not God’s holiness! We must not take God’sgrace for granted
and abuse Jesus' precious blood by embracing sinful lusts, surfing
ungodly websites, attending unbiblical worship, watching worldly
moviesand dramas, listening toworldly music, going to ungodly places,
keeping ungodly friendship, enjoying worldly pleasures, etc. In other
words, we must be separate!

THOUGHT: Aml| truly separate unto the Lord?
PRAYER: Lord, let me know Thy holiness and keep me separate.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 5

1JOHN3 “...every man that hath this hope in him
1JOHN 3:3 purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

BETTER TO KEEP OURSELVES
CLEAN AND PURE (5)

Read and obey God's Word: God'sWord islike amirror showing our
trueface (James 1:23-24) and islike the water which cleansing us (John
15:3, Eph 5:26). Failing to keep God’sWord issin! The more we read
and obey God's Word daily, the more God sanctifies us. “ Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word istruth” (John 17:17). “ Seeing ye
have purified your soulsin obeying the truth through the Spirit...” (1
Pet 1:22).

Live in God's holy presence by Jesus' blood: God has provided the
precious blood of His Son so that we are able to approach Him and
have fellowship with Him. Thus, it is our fault if we fail to keep a
constant fellowship with God. “ But if wewalk in the light, asheisin
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin” (1 John 1.7; cf. 1:9). Let usdo
asDaviddid: “ | have set the LORD always before me: because heisat
my right hand, | shall not be moved” (Ps 16:8).

L ook forward to meeting our Saviour Jesus Christ: The blessed hope
of keeping ourselves clean and pure is to meet our Saviour Jesus.

“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
belike him; for we shall seehimasheis. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even asheis pure” (1 John 3:2-3). Do
you want to see God and meet your Saviour Jesus? “ Follow peace
with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall seethe Lord”

(Heb 12:14). We must keep ourselves clean and pure and daily wash
our spiritual robes—our conduct and life—in the blood of the Lamb.
“... These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”

(Rev 7:14).

THOUGHT: Failing tofollow holinesswill mean that | shall not seethe
Lord.
PRAY ER: Lord, please sanctify me through Thy Word each day.

65




FRIDAY, MARCH 6
HEBREWS1 “God...spake...by the prophets,
HEBREWS1:1-2 ...by his Son...”

BETTER TO HAVE GOD’S PRESENCE (1)

No people on earth have received God'sWord directly spoken to them
like the people of Israel. Do you want to hear God speaking to you?
God still speaksto usthrough His written Word, the Holy Scriptures,
and through His living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. “ God, who at
sundry times and in divers manner s spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds’ (Heb 1:1-2). Many are still not satisfied with God’s written
Word and living Word. They want to hear God speaking directly to
them. They fail to acknowledge how great, holy, and glorious God is!

When God spoke directly to the people of Israel to give them the Ten
Commandments, what did they say? They said to Moses, “ Spoeak thou
with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die’

(Exod 20:19). “ Lest we die” tells usthat they were so frightened and
trembling that they could not stand God's direct living and mighty
oracle. We must thank God for His grace and mercy and should be
satisfied with Hiswritten Word and living Word—reading, meditating,
studying, keeping, practising, and living by it, and by our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Many have challenged that if they see God, they will believe. God has
graciously sent His only begotten Son to reveal Himself to mankind.
Jesus says, “ If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him” (John
14:7). Did the Jews believe in God and fear Him when they saw Jesus
Christ and heard God’s Word directly spoken to them through Jesus?
No! Most of them despised Him, rejected Him, and agreed to crucify
Him! Thus, we should never think that if we see God directly and hear
God'soracle, wewill believe. The genuine and saving faithin God and
HisWord must be agift from God alone (Eph 2:8). We must thank God
that only by His grace can we know, treasure, and believein Him and
His Word.

THOUGHT: Thank God for Hiswritten Word and Hisliving Word!
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy gift of faith to believein Thee.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 7

PSALM 16 “I have set the LORD
PSALM 16:8 always before me...”

BETTER TO HAVE GOD’S PRESENCE (2)

Moses did not dare to challenge God but just humbly prayed to see
God'sglory, and God said, “ Thou canst not see my face: for there shall
no man seeme, and live” (Exod 33:20), and God graciously let Moses
see His* back parts’ (v 23).

Godisholy, and sin has separated sinful men from God’sholy presence,
sothey can never see God with their sinful hearts. God’sWord confirms:
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18). Jesus
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, had to come to reveal God to
mankind and said, “ Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God” (Matt 5:8). We must thank God that we can have a pure heart
through the Lord Jesus Christ’s blood-shedding death, Hisresurrection
and His intercession. “ Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us’ (Rom 8:34). He* loved us,
and washed usfrom our sinsin hisown blood” (Rev 1:5).

Once we have been saved and born again, we can see God's presence
everywhere with our spiritual eyes like David: “ Thou hast beset me
behind and before.. .whither shall | fleefromthy presence?” (Ps139:5-
7). When Elisha’s servant saw agreat Syrian army surrounding them,
he panicked and cried, “ Alas, my master! how shall we do?” (2 Kings
6:15). But Elishadid not panic at all. He said, “ Fear not: for they that
be with us are more than they that be with them” (v 16). Then Elisha
prayed to God to open his servant’s eyes, and he could see “ the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha”
(v 17). Although we cannot see the Lord with our physical eyes, we
can see and enjoy His presence with our spiritual eyes (1 Pet 1:8).

THOUGHT: See God with apure heart and spiritual eyesin Christ!
PRAY ER: Lord, open my eyesto see Thy presence everywhere.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 8

PSALM 4 “1 am with you alway,
MATTHEW 28:20 even unto the end of the world.”

BETTER TO HAVE GOD’S PRESENCE (3)

Moses realised that God's precious presence was most important and
vital for him and hisministry and his people. Hesaid tothe L ord, “ If thy
presence go not with me, carry usnot up hence” (Exod 33:15). And he
was satisfied and secured when God promised, “ My presence shall go
withthee, and | will givetheerest” (Exod 33:14). Thiswasnot because
of Moses or his people but because of God's grace alone: “ for thou
hast found grace in my sight, and | know thee by name... |...will be
gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom|
will shew mercy” (vv 17, 19). We should never be proud and think that
we have God's presence because of who we are or what we have done
or because we are better than others. It is by God’s grace and mercy
alone that we are drawn to Him and are given faith to believe in Him
and to see His presence. Thus, we must always acknowledge and
appreciate God's grace and presence.

“ There be many that say, Who will shew usany good? LORD, lift thou
up thelight of thy countenance upon us’ (Ps4:6). “ Yea, though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” (Ps23:4). “ If God
be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8:31). If the Lord iswith us
and for us, we have all we need—His presence, His guidance, His
protection, Hisprovision, Hisvictory, and His comfort, peace, joy and
strength. How can the people on earth see the difference between
them and God's children? Through God's presence! Although we are
not asrich, intelligent, skilful, popular, and famous as many others, we
still have what they do not have—God's presence and all His spiritual
blessings! Shall we not count al things but loss to know and win
Christ and be found in Him (Phil 3:8-9)? Jesus promised, “ | amwith
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matt 28:20). May
God help usto enjoy all the precious blessings of His presence with
us!

THOUGHT: Regard all things but lossto maintain God's presence!
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto appreciate Thy presence.
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MONDAY, MARCH 9

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
1JOHN 1 ... the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
1JOHN 1.7 cleanseth us from all sin.”

BETTER TO HAVE GOD’S PRESENCE (4)

We must thank God for the precious promise of the Lord Jesus Christ
that Hewill bewith us* alway, even unto the end of theworld.” If you
are not sure of Jesus' presence, just sincerely welcome Him into your
heart and life as your Saviour, your Lord and your King: Jesus says,
“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, | will comeinto him, and will sup with him, and he
withme” (Rev 3:20).

Aswe are still living in this sinful and hostile world, Satan will use
many things to distract us and to draw us away from the precious
presence of the Lord. Thus, before picking up anewspaper or magazine,
reading an article, listening to some music, turning on the TV, surfing
the Internet, or going out with friends, etc, we must make sure that
God's holy presenceis still with us; otherwise, just stop what we are
doing! As God is holy, and sin will separate us from His presence, we
really need Jesus precious blood to continuously cleanse us to
maintain His blessed presence and fellowship moment by moment
wherever we are. “ But if wewalk in the light, as heisin the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth usfromall sin” (1 John 1:7). Thank God for providing
Jesus’ preciousblood for usto maintain our fellowship with Himin His
light! Thus, it is our fault if we fail to maintain God's presence and
fellowship. Doweredlly desire God and His presence aboveal | ?* Whom
have | in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that | desire
beside thee” (Ps 73:25). May God help us practise living in His holy
presence through Jesus Christ’s precious blood wherever we are—at
home, at school, at work, at church, at play or in the streets—to enjoy
His peace, joy and spiritual blessings. “ | have set the LORD always
before me: because heis at my right hand, | shall not be moved... in
thy presenceisfulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore’ (Ps16:8, 11).

THOUGHT: Am| enjoying the L ord’s blessed presence now?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto treasure Thy blessed presence above all.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 10
1CORINTHIANS1:17-31 “For the wisdom of this world
1CORINTHIANS3:19 is foolishness with God.”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (1)

We thank God for creating usin Hisimage and granting us not only a
conscience, a will, and a capacity to worship but also wisdom,
intelligence, creative mind, power of reasoning and judgment, and
variousskills, with which some can be scientists, researchers, inventors,
philosophers, doctors, engineers, musicians, or chefs, etc. Sadly, not
many acknowledge God by thanking Him and glorifying Him.

God's Word tells us about human and sensual wisdom, about worldly
and earthly wisdom, about devilish wisdom and about divine wisdom
or wisdom from above. It is dangerous to deceive oneself by thinking
that he is wise when he is actually foolish before God! Most people
think that they are wise enough to make decisions. They usually think
that their decision is wise, their way is wise, and their plan is wise.
Many have human and worldly wisdom and may be highly respected
as scholars and philosophers, but if they trust in themselves and deny
God their Creator and Maker, they arejust foolish before God (Ps 14:1;
Rom 1:21-25). Many believe and follow human religions and the
philosophies of thisworld, and they think that they are wise, but human
or worldly teachings are not the Truth and are unabl e to save them, to
transformtheir sinful hearts or bring them to Heaven! “ For the wisdom
of thisworldisfoolishnesswith God...” (1 Cor 3:19; cf 1 Cor 1:21).

Many desire to be wise, not according to God'sway, but according to
Satan’sor theworld' sway. They arelike Eve, whofell into Satan’strap
by “ a treeto be desired to make onewise” (Gen 3:6); and in the end
shewas not wise at all, but was cursed! Many think that they are wise
when they tell liesor use corrupt meansto gain theworld and climb up
the ladder of power and fame. “ But if ye have bitter envying and strife
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish” (James
3:14-15). What about us?

THOUGHT: Am| truly wisebefore God?
PRAYER: Lord, grant me Thy wisdomto livewisely.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11

JAMES3 “But the wisdom that is
JAMES3:17 from above is first pure...”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (2)

Itisvital for usto have true and divine wisdom from God, so that we
may know Him and His Truth and apply His Truthin our lives. “ But the
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousnessis sown in peace
of them that make peace” (James 3:17-18). Would you rather choose
God's wisdom, which is much better than gold and the whole world?
“How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get
under standing rather to be chosen than silver!” (Prov 16:16).

Many great, wise and famous people of the world are not wise at all
before God because they cannot keep themselves “ first pure.” Thus,
no matter how wise humans and human words are, they cannot make
us wise to know God, to understand God's Truth, to be saved, to
overcome sins and temptations, to serve God or to do HisWord (1 Cor
1:20-21). We should neither trust in oursel ves and men nor seek wisdom
from men. “ Wobe unto themthat arewisein their own eyes, and prudent
intheir own sight!” (Isa’5:21). We have to seek God and turn to God
and His Word for wisdom as only God and His Word are wise and the
source of al true wisdom. “ The LORD by wisdom hath founded the
earth; by under standing hath he established the heavens’ (Prov 3:19;
cf. Jer 51:15). “ Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for
wisdomand might arehis’ (Dan 2:20; Rom 11:33). “ ... Christ the power
of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1:24). The Holy Spiritis* the
spirit of wisdom and understanding” (Isa 11:2). God's Word is the
word of wisdom, “ the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which isin Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim
3:15). We must cometo God Himself and receive Him and HisWord as
our divinewisdom!

THOUGHT: Only God and HisWord are the sources of all wisdom.
PRAY ER: Lord, help me seek Thee and Thy Word for true wisdom.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 12
PROVERBS8:1-19 “How much better is
PROVERBS16:16 it to get wisdom than gold!”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (3)

How can we get God's wisdom? “ But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1
Cor 2:14). The natural man isthe unsaved man. No matter how smart,
wise and intelligent he is according to the world, he can never know
and understand spiritual things! You must be born again to have
wisdom from above to see and understand spiritual things. * ... Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

Appreciate God's truth and wisdom and buy them: Only when we see
the great value of divinewisdom will we count al thingsbut lossto get
God swisdom and blessings. “ Happy isthe man that findeth wisdom...”

(Prov 3:13). “Wisdomisthe principal thing; therefore get wisdom...”

(Prov 4:7). Many still love and seek gold, rubies and worldly wealth
rather than God and HisWord, the source of true wisdom! They fail to
realisethat all thegold, rubiesand wealth of theworld can neither give
them eternal life nor deliver them from the eternal Lake of Fire! What
about us? “ How much better isit to get wisdom than gold!...” (Prov
16:16). “ For wisdom is better than rubies...” (Prov 8:11). “ He that
getteth wisdomloveth hisown soul...” (Prov 19:8). Many turn to their
resources and worldly means and methods to get success in their life,
career, business and even ministry! It isunwise not to turn to God and
His Word as “ except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain
that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain” (Ps 127:1)! What about us? “ Wisdom is better than
weaponsof war...” (Eccles9:18; cf. 7:19). “ For wisdomisa defence...”

(Eccles7:12). Arewewilling to pay any cost, even our time, our energy,
our livesto seek God and His Word to “ buy the truth, and sell it not;

also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding” (Prov 23:23)?

THOUGHT: Itisbetter to get true wisdom from God and His Word!
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto appreciate and highly value Thy wisdom.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 13
PSALM 19 “...the holy scriptures...
2TIMOTHY 3:15 are able to make thee wise...”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (4)

Read, keep and do God'sWord: God used M osesto instruct His people:
“ Behold, | have taught you statutes and judgments, even asthe LORD
my God commanded me....Keep therefore and do them; for thisisyour
wisdom and your understanding...” (Deut 4:5-6). “ Let the word of
Christ dwell inyourichlyinall wisdom...” (Col 3:16; Prov 8:33), and
“ the testimony of the LORD issure, making wisethesimple” (Ps19:7).
“ And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which isin
Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim 3:15). Itisfoolishtoignore God' sWord or to have
alow view of God'sWord! Sadly, many just blindly follow their religious
leaders or “scholars” who do not truly tremble at God’'s Word with
their trust and submission, but even dare to doubt, question and criticise
God's Word and attack those believers who humbly trust in God's
divinely inspired and perfectly preserved Word of God. The L ord says,
“ ... to thisman will | ook, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isa66:2). What about us?

Once we doubt God's Word, we shall not have strength and wisdom to
carefully keep God's Word to the jot and tittle. Is it wise to do so?
Definitely not! The Lord Jesus confirms, “ Thereforewhosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise
man, which built hishouse uponarock” (Matt 7:24). God commands
usto “ buy thetruth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and
understanding.” To buy something we must pay a price for it. We
cannot buy God's wisdom with gold or silver or with anything in this
world. To buy God’s truth and wisdom, we just have to spend more
timewith God in prayer and in the study of HisWord and then carefully
keep and obey God’s Word. The more we read and keep God’s Word,
the more wisdom we can get from the Lord and His Word, and the
firmer the foundation we will have to build our spiritual house!

THOUGHT: Am | building my house upon therock or the sand?
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto highly value and keep Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 14 “ Behold, the fear of the Lord,
PROVERBS3:1-24 that is wisdom; and to depart
JOB 28:28 from evil is understanding.”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (5)

Fear God and depart from sin and evil: Many do not fear God at all, and
they think that they are wise when they deny God and follow
evolutionism and human philosophies, but it isfoolish to do so before
God (Ps14:1). Many enjoy living in sin and worldly pleasureswithout
any fear of God! However, “ Behold, thefear of theLord, that iswisdom;
and to depart from evil is understanding” (Job 28:28; cf. Ps 111:10;
Prov 9:10). Thus, we must “ Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the
LORD, and depart fromevil” (Prov 3:7; 14:16), and * the wisdomthat
is from above isfirst pure” (James 3:17). Do we truly fear God and
wisely keep ourselves pure and clean from sins, selfishness, worldliness
and unbiblical teachings? Doing so iswise before God!

Diligently make use of time: Many just waste their time on vain things,
and it is unwise to do so. We do not know how long we shall live on
earth. Today may be the last day of our lives, “ so teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Ps 90:12).
“Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time”

(Col 4:5). “ Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be
wise” (Prov 6:6). We have wasted alot of time on vain things already.
Now we ought to redeem thetimeto livefor God and HisWord and His
Kingdom.

Humbly pray to God: “ Let no man deceive himself. If any man among
you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he
may bewisg” (1 Cor 3:18; Rom 12:16; Prov 11:2). Thank God for willingly
and generously giving wisdom to those who humbly ask of Him in
faith. * If any of you lack wisdom, let himask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James
1:5). " For the LORD givethwisdom...” (Prov 2:6). Do wewisely seek
God and humbly pray to Him for wisdomin all thingswe do?

THOUGHT: Dol fear God, redeem thetimeand pray for wisdom?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto fear Thee and grant me Thy wisdom.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 15
EPHES ANS1 “He that walketh with
PROVERBS13:20 wise men shall be wise...”

BETTER TO GET WISDOM (6)

Submit to the Holy Spirit: Many are deceiving themselves by thinking
that they are filled with the Holy Spirit in “speaking in tongues” and
“prophesying” and performing “miracles’ in Jesus’ namewhereasthey
neither truly fear God, nor carefully keep God'sWord nor depart from
sin, worldlinessand evil! They will be shocked when Jesus comes and
saystothem, “ | never knew you: depart fromme, yethat work iniquity”

(Matt 7:23). TheHoly Spiritis* the spirit of wisdomand under standing,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of theLORD” (Isall:2). If wesubmit ourselvestotheHoly Spirit, Heis
abletofill uswith Hiswisdom and thefear of God. Stephen wasfull of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom, so the enemies “ were not able to resist
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake” (Acts 6:3, 10). Paul’s
prayer for believersin Ephesus must be oursaswell. “ That the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him...be filled
with the Spirit” (Eph 1:17; 5:18).

Walk closely with the L ord and keep aconstant fellowship with Him: In
the Lord Jesus “ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”

(Col 2:3; cf, 1 Cor 1:30). Jesus Christ Himself is our wisdom. Having
Him, we have God’swisdom; and without Him, we have no wisdom. It
iswise to keep a constant fellowship with the Lord like the branches
with the vine. God's Word instructs us: “ He that walketh with wise
men shall bewise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Prov
13:20). Thus, it iswise for us to keep company with our Lord Jesus
Christ and with wise believers who truly fear God and keep God's
Word and join them in their worship services, prayer meetings and
church camps, etc. It is unwise to make friends with the ungodly or to
worship with those who do not truly fear God and honour God’s Word
as" evil communications corrupt good manners’ (1 Cor 15:33).

THOUGHT: Dol submit to the Holy Spirit and walk after Him?
PRAYER: Lord, fill mewith Thy Spirit of wisdom and fear of God.
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MONDAY, MARCH 16
1TIMOTHY 6 “But godliness with
1TIMOTHY 6:6 contentment is great gain.”

BETTER TO BE CONTENTED (1)

We must thank God for granting us His Word so that we may have
wisdom to make better choicesin life. God'sWord teaches usto choose
contentment with quietness, rest and peace rather than the luxurious
lifewithtravail, vexation, hatred, strife or contention.

God's Word of wisdom says, “ Better is an handful with quietness,
than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit” (Eccles
4:6). It isbetter to have enough of what we need with quietness, peace
and rest, than the abundance of materialism with much labour, effort,
trouble, hardship, stress, and competition with a heavy and striving
heart—no peace, no joy, no rest at all! Some do their business
successfully, but they are not contented with what they have earned.
They expand their business with more and more branches. What isthe
outcome? They have more wealth but no rest, no peace, no time for
their soulsand spiritual life, no timefor their families, notimefor God
their Creator, notimefor God’sWord, etc. Thisisnot wiseat all because
they may gain the whole world, but they lose their soulsin the eternal
Lake of Fire. Then all they have gained isjust vanity.

When you are offered two jobs—one with ahigh salary but with more
stress and moretime-consuming work, and the other with alower salary
but with peace and more time to read God's Word and to serve the
L ord—which onewould you choose? God'sWord will giveyou wisdom
to choose the latter. “ Better is an handful with quietness, than both
the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit” (Eccles4:6). Thatis
not laziness but contentment. You still work hard to support yourself
and your loved ones, but you also treasure God's presence, Word,
truth, and wisdom above all the temporal things of the world. Truly,
“ godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing
into thisworld, and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (1 Tim 6:6-

7.

THOUGHT: Itisgreat gain to be content with God's provision.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto be content with what Thou hast given me.

76




TUESDAY, MARCH 17
PROVERBS?21:1-19 “Better is a dinner of
PROVERBS15:17 herbs where love is...”

BETTER TO BE CONTENTED (2)

What about your food and meals? Many are worried about what they
eat and drink, and many othersliketo eat deliciousfood and complain
about simplefood or food that do not meet their taste. Many just go to
have delicious meals when they are invited regardless of the ungodly
or worldly atmosphere of the gathering. What about you? God’s Word
will give uswisdom to choose love and peace no matter how simplethe
meal is. “ Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox
and hatred therewith” (Prov 15:17). “ Better is a dry morsel, and
quietnesstherewith, than an house full of sacrificeswith strife” (Prov
17:1). Itisnot wrong to have delicious mealswhen God has given them
to usto enjoy with thanksgiving. But we must not put so much of our
hearts into them that we will worry or complain when we do not have
them. Or if we have to compromise our good testimony to sit together
with the ungodly in order to partake of such meals. Theright attitudeis
to eat and drink and “ do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).

What about your accommodation?Many liketo stay in abig luxurious
mansion and like to get married to someone who iswealthy with abig
house, but they fail to see the much more important matter, i.e. the
person they areliving with. They will have no peace or rest if they stay
with ungodly, worldly and contentious people. God's Word will give
uswisdom to choose peace and rest no matter how simplethe placeis.
“It isbetter to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling
(contentious) woman in a wide house... It is better to dwell in the
wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman” (Prov
21:9, 19). It isnot wrong to live in abig house if God willsit, but we
must have more concern for the spiritual quality of the peoplewho are
living in that house. Are your parents and siblings saved and born
again? What about your spouse and children? Many just focus on
their jobs, business, or their children’s education and fail to focus on
their spiritual life! Consequently, their houseisnot ahappy and blessed
home! What about us?

THOUGHT: God's presenceis moreimportant than food and house.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto treasure Thy presence aboveall.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

JOHN 4:1-14 “\Whosoever drinketh of this
JOHN 4:13 water shall thirst again.”

BETTER TO BE CONTENTED (3)

The problem lieswith the covetous hearts of men who are not contented
with what they have. They want more money, more property, more
wealth, more modern and luxurious lifestyle, more pleasures and
entertainment, etc, to enjoy their lives! They spend so much time,
efforts and energy in what they love to pursue that they have no time
for God, the Giver of al blessings and for God's Word, Source of all
truth and wisdom! Disappointed in the end, they will find out that no
one and nothing in this world can truly make their hearts happy or
satisfied for long. Despiteall hisfame, wisdom, success, achievements,
riches and wealth, King Solomon hitterly said, “ 1 looked on all the
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that | had
|laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit,...He
that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth
abundance with increase: thisisalso vanity” (Eccles 2:11; 5:10). Do
you believe this truth?

If we love anything in thisworld, we shall not be satisfied even when
we have it because our hearts are still empty. A person may think that
hewill be happy and contented after getting married. But after marriage,
hisheart is still empty because thelife-partner cannot enter and fill his
empty heart! A person may think that he will be happy and contented
after getting a PhD degree, a hi-tech gadget, a new car, a nice house,
etc. But after that heis still not contented because the degree, gadget,
car or house is still outside his heart! That is why we must deal with
our empty heartswith God’s presence, grace, love, joy and lifefirst. It
isnot wrong to have alife-partner, adegree, agadget, acar or ahouse,
etc. But to be truly contented, we must seek God, His salvation, His
righteousness, and His kingdom first (Matt 6:33). Jesus Christ says,
“Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever
drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst...” (John
4:13-14). Do you still thirst after the things of thisworld?

THOUGHT: Only God the Creator is ableto satisfy my empty heart.
PRAYER: Lord, fill my empty heart with Thy presenceand joy.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 19
PHILIPPIANS1:1-24
PHILIPPIANS1:21 “For to me to live is Christ...”

BETTER TO BE CONTENTED (4)

Be not deceived by worldly values and materialism: Many lead a
miserablelifewith bitterness and hurts because of their covetousness.
“ But they that will berich fall into temptation and a snare...For the
love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred (gone astray) from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows” (1 Tim 6:9-10). Money is necessary, but
it is not everything. Money is necessary but the love of money is the
root of all evil. It isagreat escape from sorrows and destruction when
we are contented with what God has given to us. As the world and
everythinginit, even our physical life, our life partner, our loved ones,
our treasures and property will pass away, and we can bring nothing
with us (1 Tim 6:7), we must take care of our spiritual life, invest our
lives for eternity and be prepared to meet the Lord. Then surely we
shall not regret or be ashamed when our Lord comes (2 Pet 3:11; 1 John
2:28).

Know and appreciate the Lord Himself most: When we have known
and experienced that the Lord isall we need, it iseasy for usto count
all things but loss or rubbish (Phil 3:8). “ For tometoliveis Christ, and
todieisgain” (Phil 1:21). Many have given up their faith and stopped
following the Lord and His Word because they underestimated the
true value of the Lord Jesus and were attracted by worldly values,
comfortsand pleasureslike many of Jesus' disciples(John 6:66), Judas
I scariot (Matt 26:14-15) or Demaswho “ loved this present world” (2
Tim 4:10)! What about us?

Trustinthel ord and Hisloving care: Our Lord Jesus Christ teachesus
totrust in God'sloving care day by day, prayingto Him, “ Give usthis
day our daily bread” (Matt 6:11). Why? Our sovereign and caring
God already knows what we need (Matt 6:31-33), and He wants usto
trust in Hisloving care each day, “ Casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you” (1 Pet 5:7).

THOUGHT: Itisbetter totrust and follow the Lord each day.
PRAYER: Lord, | thank Theefor Thy grace and loving care each day.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 20
PHILIPPIANS4:1-13
PHILIPPIANS4:11 “...I have learned...to be content.”

BETTER TO BE CONTENTED (5)

L earn to be content with what God hasgiven to us: By God'sgrace and
strength, we need to learn to be contented in all situations like Paul,
who encouraged us, “1 have learned, in whatsoever state | am,
therewith to be content. | know both how to be abased, and | know
how to abound: every where and in all things | aminstructed both to
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. | can do
all thingsthrough Christ which strengthenethme” (Phil 4:11-13). Then,
“ having food and raiment let us be therewith content” (1 Tim 6:8) and
“in every thing give thanks: for thisisthewill of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you” (1Thess5:18). No more complaining or murmuring.
What about us?

Follow Jesus Christ with godliness and contentment: L et usfollow our
Lord Jesus Christ, our perfect example, and be like Him, who humbly
cameintothisworldto giveHislifeto carry out God swork of salvation
for mankind. Jesus was willing to become poor (2 Cor 8:9), saying,
“ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of man hath not where to lay hishead” (Matt 8:20). Jesus never had
any purpose to gain the things of the world, which Satan painted so
nice, attractive and glorious to tempt Him, and Jesus defeated Satan
with God’'s Word, saying, “ Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve”

(Matt 4:10). Jesus knew that Hewould live and serve God on earth for
ashort time and then go back to His Father. So, He did not attract the
multitude by wealth, miracles, pleasant-to-the-ear messages, or abig
cathedral, but He faithfully taught God’sWord although to many *“ this
isan hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60). Thisworld was not
Jesus' home, and He spent Histime and effort to train His disciplesto
faithfully continue God’'swork on earth after His departure. What about
us? Do we follow our Lord Jesus? “ He that saith he abideth in him
ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked” (1 John 2:6).

THOUGHT: Dol follow Jesus example and learnto be content?
PRAYER: Lord, pleasetransform meto belike Thee day by day.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 21 “B f fal het

) eware of false prophets,
MATTHEW 7:15-29 which come to you
MATTHEW 7:15 in sheep’s clothing...”

BETTER TO BE DISCERNING (1)

We are living in the end times with false Christs and false prophets
(Matt 24:24), falseteachers (2 Pet 2:1), false apostles (2 Cor 11:13), and
false brethren (Gal 2:4). Many are unaware that they are deceived by
these false “servants’” of God with their false “teachings, doctrines
and beliefs’ thinking that they are serving God and following HisWord!
It is so dangerous! The Lord Jesus Christ warns us, “ Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves’ (Matt 7:15). May the Lord help us to have a
discerning heart, eye and ear so that we may be able to discern not
only what is right or wrong but also what is truth or falsehood, and
what isfromthe Lord or from man or from Satan.

Thiscommand isinthe present tense and in the active voice, denoting,
“Keep on bewaring of false prophets.” Thisrequiresconstant alertness
and caution. Sadly, many so-called “Christians’ and “servants’ of
God nowadays have ignored the Lord Jesus' warning, and they are
compromising to please men and to gain theworld! They do not mind
standing together with liberals, modernists, new-evangelicals, and
leaders of other faiths to “pray” to God for peace, love, unity and
harmony in this cursed world with their ecumenical mindsets!

The Lord Jesustellsusthat these fal se prophets cometo usin“ sheep’s
clothing” —pretending to be nice, friendly, naive, gentle, kind, and
lovely like sheep and like God'’s children and servants to hide their
selfish motives and their ungodly and evil hearts as “ inwardly they
are ravening wolves.” Sooner or later, their true colours and nature
will be exposed. “ The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked...” (Jer 17:9). True sheep will follow the Lord Jesus
“for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will
fleefromhim: for they know not the voice of strangers’ (John 10:4-5).
What about us?

THOUGHT: | must not be naive but discerning among wolves!
PRAY ER: Lord, help meto be discerning and cautious always.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 22
1JOHN 2:1-17 « walk, even as
1JOHN 2:6 he (Jesus) walked.”

BETTER TO BE DISCERNING (2)

How can we know and recognise false prophets? The Lord Jesus Christ
teaches us to pay attention to their fruits. “ Ye shall know them by
their fruits... Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt
7:16, 20). False prophets are not saved and born again, so they are still
enslaved to their sinful nature like the corrupt or evil tree, which can
never produce any good fruit, “ a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit...
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” (vv 17-18). What are
the fruits of false prophets? We must carefully observe and examine
their beliefsand doctrines, their saying, preaching, teaching and writing,
their conduct and behaviour, their goals, etc., and then compare them
with our Lord Jesus Christ, with His true servants and with HisWord.

Comparefalse prophetswith the L ord Jesus and Histrue servants: The
Lord Jesus lived a holy and godly life and faithfully served God the
Father perfectly according to His Father’swill on earth to set a perfect
examplefor His servants and children to follow (John 13:15). So“ he
that saith he abideth in him (Jesus) ought himself also so to walk,
even as he (Jesus) walked” (1 John 2:6). True servants and children of
the Lord Jesus Christ must walk asHewalked, liveasHelived, serveas
He served, and have the same mind, motive, and purpose as He had.
There is no other option. We must not compromise or lower God's
standard.

One question we need to ask is: Are they God's children? A person
who wantsto serve God must first be saved and born again to be God's
child. TheLord Jesusisthe only begotten Son of God, and His servants
and children must be born again. “ Ye must be born again” (John 3:7).
Without being born again, a preacher, a pastor, or a bible college
professor can never be God's true servant and child.

THOUGHT: God'strue servant must beatruly born-again believer.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto compare myself and otherswith Thee.
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MONDAY, MARCH 23
JEREMIAH 1
GALATIANS1:15 “God... called me by his grace.”

BETTER TO BE DISCERNING (3)
Other questions we must ask are as follows:

Are they being called and anointed by God? If a true child of God
desiresto beapastor, “ he desireth agood work” (1 Tim 3:1). However,
he must keep praying for God's will and guidance until he knows for
surethat God hascalled him and wantshimto serve God. Jesus' apostles
had to be called and chosen by Him (Matt 10:1-4). The apostle Paul
was*“ called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God”

(1 Cor 1:1). The prophet Jeremiah was called and ordained by God
before he was born (Jer 1:5). In Jeremiah’s days, false prophets
prophesied in the name of the LORD to deceive many, and God revealed
their truecolours (Jer 14:14).

Are they God-centred and Christ-centred ministers? Jesus humbly
depended on His Father, sought and did His Father’swill and not His
own will, pleased His Father and not men, glorified His Father alone,
and finished His Father’ swork (John 5:30; 6:38; 8:29; 17:4). Paul did the
same. “ For we preach not ourselves, but Christ JesustheLord” (2 Cor
4:5), and “ if | yet pleased men, | should not be the servant of Christ”

(Gadl 1:10). Jesus' purposeisto save sinners and to bring them to God
the Father alone (John 14:6). Paul’s purpose wasto bring sinnersto the
Lord Jesus Christ alone (1 Tim 1:15). What about the false prophets
and their ministry? Their evil fruit is their man-centred ministry,
preaching, and worship, trying to attract people to themselves and to
their own group, church or organisation, to glorify men and please
men, etc. Itismore deceiving when thesefal se prophets perform miracles
to draw many to themselves! But they will be rejected when Jesus
comes (Matt 7:23).

THOUGHT: God'strue servant must be called through Hiswill.
PRAYER: Lord, help meto recognise Thy voiceand Thy true servants.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 24
1THE$A\LONIANSZ “ ..ye received the word
1THESSALONIANS2:13 of God which ye heard of us...”

BETTER TO BE DISCERNING (4)

Comparefalse prophets and their messages with God’sWord: God has
given usHisWord asHis Truth to live by, trust in and follow aswell as

to discern what is true and false based on it.

Aretheir livesand ministries Word-centred?A prophet isaspokesman
of God. Heiscalled to speak God'sWord faithfully without any addition
or subtraction. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Prophet, and He
lived, served God, preached and taught according to God’s will and
Word. Jesus never contradicts God's Word, never criticises nor casts
doubt on God's Word, but lives by God's Word (Matt 4:4). He says,
“whatsoever | speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so |
speak” (John 12: 50). Paul did the same, saying, “ when yereceived the
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess 2:13). False
prophets will fail to live according to God’'s Word, to preach God's
Word faithfully and to promote God’s Word alone in their preaching,
teaching and writing. They usually choose a few verses in the Bible
that suit their own will to support their goals, beliefs and doctrines.
Thus, their doctrines can never be biblical. Naive followers do not
know that these false prophets are preaching a different Christ, a
different Gospel and adifferent Spirit (2 Cor 11:4)!

Are they caring shepherds or hirelings? The Lord Jesus Christ is the
good Shepherd who gave His life for His sheep (John 10:11). Paul
cared for the spiritua well-being of the believers, saying, “ | seek not
yours, but you... And | will very gladly spend and be spent for you;
though the more abundantly | love you, the less | be loved” (2 Cor
12:14-15), but these false prophets are just hirelings, and “ through
covetousness shall they with feigned wor ds make mer chandise of you”

(2 Pet 2:3). Sooner or later, their ambitionsfor fame, wealth, power and
worldly valueswill be exposed. We must be discerning. “ Wherefore by
their fruits ye shall know them.”

THOUGHT: God'strue servant must livefor God and God's peopl e.
PRAYER: Lord, helpmeto livefor Theeand for Thy people.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
DANIEL 4:24-37 “...God resisteth the proud,
JAMES4:6 but giveth grace unto the humble.”

BETTER TO BE HUMBLE (1)

Although we are sinful human beings, we do not want to support
those who are proud and arrogant. Then, how much more the holy,
righteous, sovereign and most high God will be against proud and
arrogant sinful creatures! God's Word confirms this truth: “...God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4.6; 1
Pet 5:5; cf. Prov 15:25).

God's Word tells us that “ an high look, and a proud heart, and the
plowing of the wicked, issin” (Prov 21:4). Pride or arrogance is sin,
and surely, the proud cannot escape God's punishment or judgment.
Lucifer exalted himself to be like God and he was cursed to become
Satan and was cast down into the earth (Isa14:13-15). Evelistened to
Satan’s deceptive words and ate the forbidden fruit in order to be“ as
gods’ (Gen 3:4-5). Adam also atethat fruit, having listened to hiswife's
words instead of God's Word, and both were cursed. Miriam spoke
arrogantly against Moses, God'’s servant, and she became |eprous,
whiteas snow (Num 12:1-15). King Saul failed to whol eheartedly and
carefully obey God'sWord. The Lord left him and Satan troubled him
(1 Sam 15:22-23; 16:14-15). David conducted a census of his people
with a proud motive, and God sent a pestilence, taking away the lives
of 70,000 (2 Sam 24). King Uzziah proudly entered into the templeto
burn incense. He became leprous until his death (2 Chron 26:16-21).
King Nebuchadnezzar was so proud of hiskingdom. He had to dwell
with the beasts of thefield and ate grass as oxen until he acknowledged
the Lord, even the Sovereign Creator (Dan 4:29-37). King Herod
arrogantly failed to give God the glory. He was eaten of worms and
gave up hisspirit (Acts 12:20-23). What about us? Areyou proud?Am
| proud? It is foolish to be proud, to despise others, and to think that
we are better than others. “ ...God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
untothehumble.” Thewiseattitudeis, “ He (Christ) must increase, but
| must decrease” (John 3:30).

THOUGHT: Christ must keep onincreasing, and | decreasing.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me humble and help meto exalt Thee alone.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 26
LUKE18:9-17 “_.he that humbleth
LUKE18:14 himself shall be exalted.”

BETTER TO BE HUMBLE (2)

It isalways good and wise to acknowledge God's sovereignty and all
our blessings from Him. “ The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich:
he bringeth low, and lifteth up” (1 Sam 2:7). When we humble ourselves
before Him, we shall beblessed asGod “ giveth grace unto the humble.”
What are God's blessings to the humble?

Being remembered, regarded and heard: God promises that “ he
remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble” (Ps9:12),
and “LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt
preparetheir heart, thou wilt causethineear to hear” (Ps10:17). God
doesnot hear the proud prayer of the Pharisee, but He hearsthe humble
cry of atax collector, “ God, bemerciful to measinner” (Luke 18:9-14).
God heard the humble cry of the wicked king Manasseh in his
repentance (2 Chron 33:19). Then, no matter what we have done, either
good or bad, itisawayswisefor usto humble oursel ves before God to
receive His blessings.

Being honoured, respected, lifted up and exalted: The Lord Jesus says:
“ every onethat exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth

himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:14). God'sWord tellsusthat “ before
honour is humility” (Prov 15:33; 18:12), “ By humility and the fear of
the LORD areriches, and honour, and life” (Prov 22:4), and“ Though
the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto thelowly...” (Ps138:6). Do
you want to be honoured and exalted by God? Let us truly humble
ourselves before the Lord.

Being comforted and revived by God's presence: “ For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; |
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones’ (Isa57:15). Do you want to be comforted
and revived by God? Let us humble ourselves before God.

THOUGHT: What will | beremembered for after | leavethisearth?
PRAYER: Onelifetoliveonthisearth. May | liveit for Thee, Lord.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 27
ACTS20:17-38 “ Serving the Lord
ACTS20:19 with all humility of mind...”

BETTER TO BE HUMBLE (3)

Being blessed with God's grace and help: “ But he giveth more grace
...giveth grace unto the humble” (James4:6; 1 Pet 5:5; Prov 3:34). We

have been saved and justified by God's grace alone, and we still need
God's grace each day to overcome ourselves, trials, Satan’s attacks
and temptations. We also need God's grace each day to love Him and
others, to serve Him and others, and to keep HisWord. Let uskeep on
humbling ourselvesto obtain His grace aways.

Being wise and the greatest: “ When pride cometh, then cometh shame:
but with the lowly iswisdom” (Prov 11:2). “ Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself asthislittle child, the sameis greatest in the kingdom
of heaven” (Matt 18:4). Do you want to bewise and great before God?
L et ushumble ourselves before Him.

Being not destroyed but delivered: The people of Judah forsook their
God and sinned against Him, so God allowed the Egyptians to come
and oppress them, but “ when the LORD saw that they humbled
themselves, ...saying, They have humbled themselves; therefore | will
not destroy them, but | will grant them some deliverance...” (2 Chron
12:7, 12; 32:26). Do you want to escape God' sdestruction and have His
deliverance? L et ushumble ourselves before Him.

Being like the L ord Jesus: The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God and
God Himself, “ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him...” (Phil 2:8-9). Jesus gave Paul athorn in the flesh to keep him
humbleto enjoy Hisgrace and strength (2 Cor 12:7-9), so Paul humbly
served like his Master. “ Serving the Lord with all humility of mind,
and with many tears...” (Acts 20:19). If you are proud and arrogant,
you will be cursed and humiliated like Satan, but if you are humble, you
will be blessed and exalted like Jesus Christ. Which are you?

THOUGHT: Itisbetter to humble myself than to be humiliated!
PRAY ER: Lord, keep me humbleto enjoy Thy grace and strength.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 28 “ Blessed are those servants,

LUKE 12:35-48 whom the lord when he cometh
LUKE12:37 shall find watching...”

BETTER TO BE WATCHFUL (1)

Arewe watchful or alert? If we ask others this question, they may be
surprised and ask, “Watch for what?’ Many just live naively without
any watchfulness. They care only for the things of the world but not
for their souls! They do not watch what they are saying or doing, or
wherethey go, or what may happen to them. However, wewill bevery
watchful and alert when we are in enemy territory or among wicked
people, when we arewalking through aminefield orinajunglefull of
snakes and fierce animals, when we know that someone is following
us, when we are warned that there may be some break-in at night or we
may be attacked, when we hold something very precious but fragile,
when we handle something very harmful and dangerous—poisonous
chemicals, toxic gases, or high-voltage devices. Spiritually speaking,
we are living in the enemy territory of Satan, full of snares, traps,
deceptions, temptationsand spiritual warfare. Sadly, not many arealert,
watchful or vigilant.

The more we love our loved ones, the more we watch over them and
warn them to be watchful so that they may be safe and sound. God
loves us so much that He haswarned and commanded usto be watchful
for our well-being. In the New Testament, there are at least sixteen
commandsordering usto“ watch” (Matt 24:42; 26:41; 2 Tim4:5, etad),
one command to “ be watchful” (Rev 3:2) and oneto “ bevigilant” (1
Pet 5:8). God’strue servants must be watchful and watch for the souls
of the brethren. “ But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do
thework of an evangelist, makefull proof of thy ministry” (2 Tim4:5).
“ Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that isunprofitable for you”

(Heb 13:17). God commands us to be watchful. When we fail to be
watchful to ensure that we are on the right track of God's will and
Word, wefail to keep God'scommand, anditissin!

THOUGHT: Am | watchful that | am doing God'swill?
PRAYER: Lord, help meto bealert and watchful always.
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LORD’ SDAY, MARCH 29
REVELATION3:1-6 “ Be watchful,... for | have not found
REVELATION 3:2 thy works perfect before God.”

BETTER TO BE WATCHFUL (2)

The Lord Jesus rebuked the church in Sardis because they were not
watchful and failed to realise that they were spiritually dead and their
workswere not perfect before God. “ | know thy works, that thou hast
anamethat thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain, that are ready to die: for | have not found thy
works perfect before God” (Rev 3:1-2). Thiscommand isin the present
tense, denoting a continuous action, “keep on becoming watchful.”
Are we watchful now? Here our Lord does not mean our physical
alertness, but our spiritual alertness. We have to rise from our sleepy
spirit and be spiritually aert to:

M ake surethat our works are perfect before God (Rev 3:2). Our works
may seem perfect before men, but might not be perfect before God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. An employee must be
alert and focus on his work before his boss or in the presence of his
boss. He cannot be sleepy or sleeping before his boss! How about our
work beforethe Lord our God as His servants? Are we watchful in the
Lord’s presence and doing everything according to His will for Him
and for His glory with al our heart and love and fear? If not, we are
dying spiritually before God!

Pray and stand firm in temptations. “ Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”

(Matt 26:41). When we walk on the land of the enemiesfull of snares,
traps and mines, we must watch our steps to make sure that we are
safe. If not, we are not truly alive. We are living in this world full of
compromise, deception, temptations, false prophets, false teachers,
and falseteachings. Arewereally watchful and prayerful so that we do
not fall into the temptations, snares and traps of Satan? If not, we are

sleeping or dying spiritually!

THOUGHT: Aremy works perfect before God? Bewatchful!
PRAYER: Lord, helpmeto live and serve Thee with awatchful heart.
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MONDAY, MARCH 30
MATTHEW 25:1-13 “Watch ye therefore,
LUKE?21:36 and pray always...”

BETTER TO BE WATCHFUL (3)

Defend ourselves from our spiritual foes, even Satan. “ Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, asaroaring lion, walketh

about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet 5:8). When we seealion
walking around us, should we be sleepy or sleeping? If we are truly
alive, we must be watchful and careful. How about our spiritual life?
Arewe like anaive and defencel ess sheep before Satan, who islike a
roaring lion? Arewereally watchful and hiding ourselvesin our Saviour
Jesus Christ and using God’swhole armour including the sword of the
Holy Spirit, whichistheWord of God, to fight against Satan and defeat
him asour Lord Jesus Christ did (Matt 4:1-11)?

Be ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. “ Blessed are those
servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching... Be ye

therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye
think not” (Luke 12:37, 40). When we areinformed that tonight athief
will break into our house, can we be sleepy or sleeping? How about our
spiritual life? What happens if we fail to be watchful for our Lord’s
return?“ ...If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come upon thee” (Rev
3:3). If weare not watchful, we shall be ashamed when Christ returns.

We need to be watchful to be prepared for the Lord Jesus Christ's
return. We want to be found ready and pleasing in His sight when He
comes for His saints. “ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36). Are we
watching?

THOUGHT: Bewatchful to make surethat | do not missthe rapture!
PRAYER: Lord, help meto watch and prepare to meet Thee any time.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 31

2PETER1 “ Better is the end of a thing
ECCLESIASTES7:8 than the beginning thereof...”

BETTER TO END WELL

It is not easy to have a good start or a good beginning because it
requires much wisdom, time, effort and opportunity, but even having a
good start does not always secure a good ending. We have witnessed
many who started well in their studies, marriage, project, business,
ministry, etc, but not all ended well. Many promising so-called
“Christians” started well but did not end well because they did not
have a good foundation or a deep root in the Lord Jesus Christ and
God's Word (Matt 13:20-21). We must thank God for His sufficient
grace and strength that we may persevere until now despite all the
troubles, sufferings, trials, temptations, or persecutions. But what
about our future? “ Better is the end of a thing than the beginning
thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit”
(Eccles7:8).

You may wonder why this series of RPG repeats the following again
and again: “You must be born again; you must be separate; you must
be sanctified; you must die to self; you must humbly depend on and
submit to the Lord Jesus Christ and let Christ live in you; you must
keep a closer walk with God; you must have a high view of God's
Word, read God'sWord and do it, etc.” Why?Although you may have
known all thesetruths, they are still important remindersto help uslive
wisely making better choices and to be faithful to the Lord and His
Word until the end: “ be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee
acrownof life” (Rev 2:10). Peter encouraged hisreaders, “ Wherefore
I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these
things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth”
(2 Pet 1:12). We may encounter many other cases and situationsin our
lives where we need to make a wise decision and a wise choice. We
should remember that our good, almighty and sovereign Lordisalways
ready to help and that HisWord and His grace are always sufficient for
us. Just turnto the Lord and HisWord, wait upon Him, and humbly cry
for Hishelp!

THOUGHT: TheLord, HisWord and grace can help meend well.
PRAYER: Lord, help mefollow Thee and Thy Word until the end.
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RPG Subscription Form

To: Tabernacle Books
Calvary Pandan B-P Church
201 Pandan Gardens, Singapore 609 337
Tel: (65)-6560 1111  Fax: (65)-6561 1861 Email: rpg@calvarypandan.org

Read Pray Grow (RPG) is a Daily Devotional Guide published quarterly by Calvary
Pandan B-P Church and distributed free-of-charge by Tabernacle Books. If you
have been blessed by this Devotional Guide, you may wish to subscribe to it for
yourself or for your loved ones and friends by filling in the form below.

1. Please send me:

years’ subscription of copies per issue of RPG
years’ subscription of copies per issue of Teenz RPG
years’ subscription of copies per issue of Junior RPG
years subscription of copies per issue of Chinese RPG
starting from month: JAN / APR /JUL/ OCT (year)
2. Name: (Dr/Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Mdm/M:s)
Address:
Country: Postal Code:
Tel no.: (H/0) (Mobile)
Email :

Postage &G handling cost for 4 issues per year

wvo.of copres | Singapore | Malaysia/Brunei Asia Other Countries

persisue Local Mail Airmail Airmail Surface Mail Airmail

1 copy §86.00 §88.00 §815.00 $§88.00 $§$20.00
2 copies §87.00 §812.00 8§$23.00 §812.00 §831.00
5 copies §$10.00 $823.00 $850.00 $§$24.00 $$67.00
10 copies $815.00 $840.00 8§893.00 $840.00 $8130.00

Love Gift: RPG ministry welcomes love gifts from readers to help meet the cost of publishing
and distribution. The ministry also sends these devotional guides to readers in poor countries.
Hence, your generous support is much needed and greatly appreciated.

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)

Enclosed is my love gift of S$ | |

International subscribers please make payment by Bank Draft in Singapore Dollars drawn
on a Singapore Bank. For foreign cheques, please add §$25.00 for bank charges.

Please make all payments payable to: Calvary Pandan B-P Church
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