January to March 2011
Teens RPG Series on

“Salvation Q&A”

God has blessed us with several years of this ministry that has been adapting
the Read Pray Grow (RPG) series to the needs of Teens. It is God’s Will that the
Teens RPG now chart a new course in writing independent devotionals directly
addressing Teens, just like the Junior RPG does. Please pray for all of us involved
in this ministry as we embark on this new venture. May you who use these
devotionals do so profitably, through much prayer, meditation, memorization,
self-reflection, and above all, humility. Do humbly submit to the teaching and
leading of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.

The first quarter of this new series is entitled “Salvation Q&A”. We hope to
address some questions in the mind of some readers about their own salvation,
as well as equip all readers to be able to answer questions that they encounter
in witnessing to others, like:

[J How can | be a sinner if | still do good?

[0 Why must Jesus be fully man?

[J How come the gospel isn’t updated?

[J Are those in other churches saved?

[J can my sins be too many for God to forgive?

At the end of this series, may you
“...be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear.”
(1 Peter 3:15b)
May all glory be God’s alone!

Dn Milton Ang
On behalf of the Teens RPG committee



SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 Ephesians 2:1-3

“dead in trespasses and sins...”

WHY DO | NEED SALVATION?

There are many reasons why a person would come to church. It could be
because of friends, family, trials that they face, or a tract that they receive.
Whatever the reason, what they should soon realize, is their need for
salvation. If they do not see that, then there would be no reason for them to
stay at all. If at this moment, you have not seen your need for salvation, or
do not find it important at all, then we must ask ourselves, why am | even
coming to church for?

Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:1-3, that we were all once dead in trespasses
and sins. Just like a person who is physically dead cannot resurrect himself,
one who is dead in sin can do nothing to come alive spiritually. We are like
corpses headed to hell, and nothing we do by ourselves can help us. Being
dead, we are in Satan’s domain, and are walking according to the wicked
ways of the world, and worse still, walking according to the desires of Satan
himself, who is the prince of the power of the air. The Bible says that he is
working in all the ‘children of disobedience’ - people who are unsaved! This
is indeed a scary thought, for we would then be simply minions of Satan,
doing his bidding.

It is therefore for this very reason that we need Christ. We need to be
quickened, to be made alive. We need to find a way out of this bondage of
sin that we find ourselves in, out of a life where we are simply living to fulfil
the terrible lustful desires of the flesh and mind. We need a Saviour who
can cleanse us from all our sins, and bring us into a relationship with God.
Do you know who this Saviour is? Have you really put your faith and trust in
Him, and repented of your evil and wicked ways? Or are you still the person
Paul describes in Ephesians 2:1-3, one who is headed for destruction and
condemnation?

THOUGHT: We are either walking according to the world and Satan, or we
are saved and walking with Christ. There is no middle ground, we need to
be saved.

PRAYER: Lord, | realize my need for salvation. May you give me the grace to
understand the gospel, to help me realize that | am dead in sin, to repent of
them, and to have true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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LORD'’S DAY, JANUARY 2 2 Peter 3:9

“for God so loved the world...”

IS SALVATION FOR ALL?

Often times, when the gospel is shared to a person, he seems rather
convinced, and does not dispute the truth of what is being told to him.
However, he then gives a nonchalant shrug, and says something like ‘well
nah, | think this whole Jesus and salvation thing is not for me’. Or maybe he
would commend you for your faith and zeal, but lament that he is too deep
in the world to find himself out of it. Is that how you are feeling as well?

My dear friend, this God of the Bible, is the God who created the whole
world. He created you and me, and each of us were made in the image
of God. When He sent Jesus to die on the cross, it was because He loved
the whole world. He has a care and concern for each and every one of His
creation, and His desire is that not one of us should perish.

In fact, the very reason why the Lord has not yet returned to this world
is because He is longsuffering, and waiting for more people to come to
repentance. His promise is that He will return one day. But when Jesus
comes in His second coming, He is no longer coming as a suffering servant,
but He will be coming as the triumphant King, who would judge all sinners
who have not yet repented. The whole earth will be destroyed, and only
those who are saved will be enter into the new heaven and the new earth.

God'’s desire, as clearly stated in this verse, that He is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. In fact, He has ‘no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way
and live’ (Ezekiel 33:11). The gospel is freely given out to all who would
hear. Anyone who simply receives the gospel by faith, who is convicted of
his sin and would repent, will definitely be saved! This is the promise of
God’s Word. Note however that although this is what God desires, He still
is the perfect Judge who would judge all who do not repent at the Day of
Judgment. We are not to read this verse wrongly, and assume that since
God does not desire for me to perish, then | am safe. No! God wants you to
repent, and turn to Jesus Christ in faith, acknowledging that He is the only
one who can save you from your sins.

THOUGHT: If salvation is for all that means salvation is for me!
PRAYER: Lord, thank you for salvation so rich, so free, and given to all.




MONDAY, JANUARY 3 1 Corinthians 6:20
“Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit...”

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF LIFE?

If you were given a year’s worth of free time, and granted free license do
whatever you wanted, what do you think you would do? If you were told that
there were no rules to follow, no obligations to be met, how do you think you
would spend your time? Would you be playing computer games or sports all
day? Going out with friends, or shopping to your heart’s content? Watching
every single movie and TV show ever made? Your answer would be very
telling, as to what you perceive your life’s purpose to be.

Often times, in today’s materialistic and pleasure-driven culture, we can
seldom see beyond the here and now to find our purpose. We are told by
the world to just enjoy this life and do as you please, for life is short.

However, as Christians, we ought to have a completely different perspective
of our lives. 1 Corinthians 6:20 tells us clearly that we were bought with a
price. That high price was the blood of Jesus Christ - a currency that cannot
be valued by dollars and cents. It was a currency that could only be earned
through the death of Jesus on the cross. That is indeed a supremely high
price that was paid for your life. Therefore we must realize that the life that
| now have, is not my own. It is not for me to do as | please, to just seek
after fun and an easy life, wasting my time away with the sinful pleasures
of this life.

Not, we must realize that our purpose instead is to glorify God! With all
that we have, all that we do, all that we say, and even all that we think, we
must glorify God! Is that your life’s purpose? Do you seek to live a life that is
pleasing to God, that people would look at and glorify God? Or is your life no
different from that of an aimless unbeliever, who does not know of God and
eternity, who wiles his time away chasing after the things of this world?

THOUGHT: | was bought with a price, and therefore my life is not mine to live,
but should be consecrated to God.

PRAYER: O Lord, help me to put aside the things of the world, and my carnal
desires, but instead to glorify You in all that | do. Amen.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 4 Psalm 19:1

“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God...”

IS GOD REAL?

In 2008, a group of atheists in London raised some money to fund an
advertisement campaign to put signs on buses throughout the city. The
slogan they put up read “There’s probably no God, now stop worrying and
enjoy your life”. Sad to say, this is the philosophy of many people in the
world today. How about you? Do you acknowledge God to be real? Is he real
in your life?

Those people who reject God, have rejected the clear signs that He has
given us in this world, to clue us in to His existence. The psalmist clearly
declares, that just by looking up at the grandeur of the heavens above us,
and the beauty of the firmament spread about us, we would be able to see
God. The simple but majestic splendour of the sky proclaim to us the glory
of God, and His hand in creation. It is only corrupted men in recent times,
with their arrogant discoveries in science, that they have concluded that
God does not exist, and that this whole world came to be through billions of
years and pure luck of evolution.

Truly, only the fool would say in his heart, that there is no God (Psalm 14:1).
In the history of man, they have always had an innate knowledge of a being
higher than they, of one who created them and controls their fate. Whilst
they did not know the true God, by simply marvelling at creation around
them, they concluded that God is real. Thus like the men of Athens in Acts
17, they devised pagan and heathen religion in an attempt to worship this
‘unknown god’.

For us, we have the privilege of knowing the living and true God. And He has
given us a whole book to teach us about who He is, how we can know Him,
and live a life pleasing to Him. If God is indeed real in your life, then you
would desire to live a life that shows you believe that He exists! Sadly, so
many so-called Christians today claim to believe in God, but they too care
nothing for His Word and His commandments, but instead like the atheists,
seek to enjoy life the way they please. Are you one of them?

THOUGHT: Does the way that | live reflect my belief that God exists?
PRAYER: Help me O Lord to see Your presence and realize Your reality
wherever | go, and in whatever | do.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 1 Thessalonians 2:13
"as it is in truth, the word of God.”

WHY SHOULD | TRUST THE BIBLE?

We look at the religions of the world, and all claim to have a set of truths,
or religious writings that they live by. What then sets us apart from the rest
of the world? Why do we uphold the Bible and proclaim it to be all truth,
without any error at all?

It is primarily a position of faith. Yes there are many undeniable proofs that
do show the historical accuracy, validity and veracity of the Bible. One can
point to the prophecies and show how every one of them was fulfilled down
to the last detail. All these would convince one’s mind of its truth. However
only through faith can our hearts be moved to accept the message of the
Bible, and embrace it with our lives.

This faith, will lead us to believe the Bible as it declares itself to be, the
very Word of God! This is how the Thessalonian Christians recognized the
writings and teachings of Paul the Apostle, for they did not receive it as
the word of men, but as it truly is, they saw it as the word of God. All the
other religions, believe in works penned by men, claiming to be oracles or
prophets of a god. But they are all the fallible writings of men!

The Bible on the other hand is the directly inspired words of God Himself,
written by holy men moved by the Holy Ghost. Yes the Bible is entirely
trustworthy, infallible, inerrant, and applicable to all areas of our lives. We
can confidently read it, and know that they are exactly the words that God
has meant for us to read. He was personally involved in breathing out the
very words, and then in preserving every one of those words, so that what
we have in our hands today is exactly as what was originally given.

With such an amazing book in our hands, will we not take time to read it,
to study it, and to love it? Will we not want to live it out in our lives, so that
others will come to believe in the Bible the same way that you have?

THOUGHT: The Bible is none other than the Word of God, faultless, unerring,
supreme.

PRAYER: O God, help me to love your word, to cherish it, read it, study it, and
then live it out in my life.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 6 Romans 3:12

”

“all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags...

AM I A GOOD PERSON?

What do you think? Do you think you are a good person? Think of everything
that you have ever done in your life. And then try to balance them on the
scales of what you think is good and bad. How do you think you would
measure up? Be honest with yourselves, do not try to rationalize or justify
your actions. Do not try to compare with others as well. Simply judge your
actions objectively. What are your results like? Are you proud of it?

Now add God into the equation. When you first judged your own goodness,
what was the basis of your judgment? Realize that there is only one
absolute standard in the world, and that is by the standard of God. God is
good, and it is to His goodness that we must live up to. If we were to base
it upon our own ideas of morality and virtue, it can be easily disputed, and
is very subjective. Our idea of good and bad is often decided by our culture,
nurture and experiences in life. However, God’s standards as given in His
word never changes, and it is to that yardstick that we ought to compare
ourselves. God’s word is therefore like a searchlight, that shines into every
deep dark corner of your life, that reveals every thought, word and action
that you have ever had, and determines if it is good or not.

Sadly, when faced with such a standard, the verdict quickly becomes very
clear. Romans 3:12 clearly states that “there is none that doeth good,
no, not one” None of us are good. We are all innately sinful. No one ever
taught us how to lie or cheat or throw tantrums. We did it naturally. Why?
Because of the original sin. Because we were all born with a sin nature,
inherited from our father Adam. Because he fell in the Garden of Eden, we
all became sinners, and could not help but sin. There is nothing that we can
do to make up for sin in our lives, and make ourselves good people. We can
never match up to the ultimate standard of good. There is only one man
who could have ever been described as a good person - and that is the
Lord Jesus Christ. That is why, our only hope is in Him.

THOUGHT: I may not be a good person, but Jesus Christ is, and therefore my
only hope is in Him.

PRAYER: Lord, forgive me for my unrighteousness, and thank You for the
blood of Christ that washes me and makes me righteous before Thee.




FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 1 John 3:4

“and come short of the glory of God.”

WHAT IS SIN?

In our lives, we are surrounded by rules. Some are clearly spelt out to us,
whilst others are more unspoken sort of guidelines that we understand are
there. Everywhere we go, we know there is a sort of decorum that we must
have, a certain sort of standard that we must conform to. If we do not obey
these rules, there would also be penalties and punishments.

In the past few days, there has been mentioned of them the term ‘sin’ from
time to time. But have we ever stopped to question, what exactly is sin?
How do | define it? Based on the text for today, 1 John 3:4, the Westminster
Shorter Catechism defined it as such: “Sin is any want of conformity unto,
or transgression of, the law of God.”

Thus simply put, we have two broad overlapping definitions of what is sin:

1. When we fall short of the standards given in the law of God. When
we do not meet up to the requirements set, when we are in want
(meaning lacking) conformity to God’s law. For example when we
do not love our neighbours as we ought, or not honour our parents
enough, these are areas in our lives that are actually in sin. This is
as Romans 3:23 says how we have all sinned, and fallen short of
the glory of God.

2. When we transgress the law of God, when we break the command-
ments that God has set for us. This is when we do not do what we
are told to do. For example when we lie, covet, practice idolatry etc.
This is the clearer and more easily identifiable sort of sin in our
lives.

Realize within these two categories, the scope of application is very broad,
where there are indeed so many different ways in which we fall short of
or transgress against the law of God. Thus as Christians we must be very
careful of everything that we do, to guard our hearts, our mouths and our
actions from sinning against the Holy God whom we love so dearly.

THOUGHT: To know sin, we must know the law of God.
PRAYER: O Lord, grant me the strength and courage to deal with the many
sins in my life.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 Romans 5:12
“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners.”

WHAT IS ORIGINAL SIN?

A few days ago, we explored the idea of Adam’s sin in the Garden of Eden.
This is what we term original sin of man. Understanding this original sin
would lead us to understand why we even sin in the first place.

When Adam was created as the first man, he was created perfect, without
sin. However, he did have the ability to sin. In the Garden of Eden, he was
put to a test. It was a Covenant that God made with Man. Adam was given
a single law to abide by, that he was not to eat of a particular fruit. If he
had obeyed, he would have been granted eternal life and fellowship with
God. He would continue in his sinless state, and exist in harmony with God
in the Garden.

However that was not the case, for Eve succumbed to the Devil’'s tempta-
tions, took of the fruit and then gave it to Adam to eat. In so doing, they
rebelled against God and experienced sin for the first time in their lives. Hav-
ing sinned, they fell from their originally sinless state, and then all of man-
kind fell with him. He was a sort of representative for all men, and thus by
this one man’s disobedience, many were made sinners (Romans 5:19). As
a result, sin entered into the world, and with it, came the judgment of death.
From then on, all men were born in sin, born in a state of spiritual death.

You may at this moment protest at the unfairness of such a situation.
Should everyone not be given a chance you may ask? How can the whole
human race be represented by just one man? Well that is God’s plan and
we are never to question it. However, just as we had one representative
through which we all fell into sin, likewise God has given us a second Adam,
one man through whom many can be made righteous. That one man is
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, for through His obedience the free
gift of grace can be given to us. Just as we had no choice in receiving the
sin nature from Adam, we also do not have to do anything to receive the
righteousness through justification in Jesus Christ. Adam may have sinned
the original sin and caused man to fall, but Jesus lived a life of obedience
to redeem us!

THOUGHT: | cannot control the fact that | have a sin nature, but | can rejoice
in the fact that  am made righteous through Jesus Christ.

PRAYER: O Lord, we thank you for the righteousness of Christ, and the free
gift of grace whereby we can be justified!
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LORD’S DAY, JANUARY 9 Romans 3:23

“for all have sinned...”

AM | A SINNER?

People today really do not like being told that they are sinners. Instead they

would label you as being judgmental, or a religious bigot, or call you all

sorts of names. However, this is the cold hard truth that we must all face

up to. We have all sinned, we have fallen short of the glory of God, and we

will all have to receive the wages due for the sins that we have committed
- that is death.

Though | may not know you, | do know one thing that is for certain about
you, and that is that you are definitely a sinner. It might be a difficult fact to
swallow, and we may not like it, but it is the truth. There is no denying the fact
that in our lives, we sin daily. We transgress against the commandments of
God, and do not do that which is required of us. We are all rebels, constantly
grieving the Holy Spirit and show ingratitude for the God who created us and
gave us life. Paul in his address to the Romans did not mince his words, in
declaring that all have sinned, and have come short of the glory of God. He
does not hold back at all as he tells them that everyone without exception
is a sinner, whether you be a Jew or a Gentile.

Likewise for us, we must face up to sin for what it really is. We must
understand the seriousness of sin, and God’s absolute hatred for sin. We
must realize how terribly we have offended God by being the sinners that
we are, then come to repentance before Him. Yes we are sinners, but we
are sinners who have been promised hope. Though we have sinned, God
has provided for us a Saviour who has redeemed us from our sin, and made
us righteous before God. Not to say we are no longer sinners, for we still do
sin. But have also been given a freedom from sin, no longer captive to its
terrible bondage, but we have the ability to be dead unto sin but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ (Romans 6:11). Therefore treasure this freedom
that you have, and daily endeavour to struggle to overcome the many
temptations to sin that come your way. We may be sinners, but we can have
victory over our sin, because we have Christ and the Holy Spirit with us.

THOUGHT: | may be a sinner, but | can choose not to sin.
PRAYER: O Lord, grant me the strength to overcome sin and be victorious
in Christ.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 10 Romans 3:11

“all we like sheep have gone astray...”

IN WHAT WAYS DO WE SIN?

Instead of asking in what ways do we sin, we should be asking, in what ways
do we not sin! For if we were to place each and every aspect of our life under
close scrutiny, and examine the thoughts and motives for each action that
we do or word that we say, we would quickly become very ashamed of the
many ways in which we actually sin. We would not go very far in our search,
before we would discern yet another way in which we have allowed pride to
rear its ugly head, or realize we have fallen into the clutches of laziness.

Romans 3:11 gives us 2 ways in which we do sin daily in our lives:

1. Our lack of understanding of God and His Word. Often times, the
reason why we sin is because of our lack of understanding of the
character of God. We seem to think that just because the Bible
does not explicitly forbid a certain thing, then it is all right for me
to do it. However, we fail to take into consideration the holiness of
God, and that His standards are far higher than ours. Because we
do not have a sufficient understanding of God’s word, we carelessly
swagger through life, thinking that we can do nothing wrong, when
in actual fact we are sinning so much against God.

2. We do not seek after God enough. Many times, we also leave God
out of the picture. We claim to be a Christian, sing songs about how
Jesus is all the world to me, but practically speaking, God is just a
tiny insignificant aspect in your life. Because we do not seek Him
and try to do His will in whatsoever that we do, we often fall into sin.
We solve our problems with our own human wisdom; we interact
with family and friends with our own selfish attitudes; we abhor
school and homework because we just desire fun and leisure. In
all these things that we do, we do not seek God, place him first in
our lives, or live to please and glorify Him. Instead we place our
selfish wants and desires as first place in our lives, and live to
please and glorify self and self alone.

THOUGHT: We need to know less of the world and more of Christ; seek less
of self and more of God.

PRAYER: Lord, | realize | have indeed sinned so much against Thee. Help
me to truly repent of my ways, and to seek Thee in everything | do.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 Isaiah 64:6

”

“..there is none righteous no, not one.

HOW CAN | BE A SINNER IF I STILL DO GOOD?

Jesustells us “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19); these
makes one unclean. Isaiah tells us all of us are unclean: for certainly
none of us can ever claim we have never done any of the above sins at all.
Uncleanness separates us from our Holy God.

Then Isaiah goes on to say that “all our righteousness are as filthy rags”.
Firstly, this shows us that it is possible for sinners to act righteously, to
do good works. For example, the wicked Herod the Great beautified the
Second Temple. However, because of the above sinful nature all of us have,
even these good works are unclean in God’s sight, all being tainted by sin.
Therefore, no amount of good works can make up for or wash away our
sinful thoughts and deeds, and therefore we will perish in sin, just as a leaf
will eventually fade.

We can never be saved by combining faith and works, for any attempt to
merge the robes of righteousness given by Christ with these filthy rags of
works will render us unclean. We must be spotlessly clean, washed by the
blood of Christ. Once we are saved, however, our good works are no longer
filthy rags, but are as gold, silver, precious stones in God’s sight, fit for His
reward (1 Corinthians 3:12-14).

If your sins are not washed by faith in Christ’s work alone, then you are not
saved, no matter how regular you are at church or how much you serve God
or other good works you do, so do make sure you confess to God that Christ
alone saves you. If you already have this saving faith, then ask yourself if
your good works are tainted by sin? Do you serve Him with ulterior motives
e.g. to be close to your friends who are also serving? If so, realize that in
God’s sight, some of your works are as wood, hay and stubble, to be burned
up (1 Corinthians 3:15). Man’s good works can all be tainted by sin. Paul
himself realized “... when | would do good, evil is present with me” (Romans
7:21). Search your heart to make sure all your thoughts and actions are
clean and pure, or else they will not be accepted by God.

THOUGHT: Am | saved by Christ’s robes of righteousness alone?
PRAYER: O God, help me to check that my testimony is not tainted by sin.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 Romans 3:19

“...that every mouth may be stopped...”

SO WHAT IF | HAVE SINNED?

Romans 3:19 says “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and
all the world may become guilty before God.” Sin is breaking God’s Holy
Law. When comparing ourselves with the Law, none of us can ever claim
before our all knowing God that we have never broken any of the laws at all.
We are thus guilty of breaking the Law. As long as we have broken one law,
even if we have kept other laws, we are guilty of all (James 2:10).

Just as being proven guilty in a human court means being sentenced to
the stated punishment for our offence; likewise being proven to be guilty of
sin before the Great White Throne Judgment of our just God means being
sentenced to the stated punishment for our sin. You might think that your
sin is unnoticed, or others have sinned more than you have. Do realize that
man is so depraved in sin, that many of us will rebel against the notion
that we are sinners, trying to hide or defend our sin; but before our just
God, “every mouth may be stopped.” In God’s court, there will be no doubt
of our guilt.

The verse above starts with the phrase “Now we know”. Paul knew and
admitted his own guilt before God, and thus came to be saved from his
punishment before it was too late. The question is, do you know? Do you
know this truth, that the Law shows your guilt before God? If you only know
this when you are finally before God’s White Throne Judgment, it will be
too late. Dear teen, may you realize that, young though you may be, death
strikes at all ages. Repent today.

THOUGHT: Have | ever confessed to God | am guilty of sin?
PRAYER: O God, help me remember that it is my sin that sent your Son to
the cross.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 Ephesians 2:1
“...who were dead in trespasses and sins...”

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF SIN?

Ephesians 2:1 says “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins”. We do not seek God and His holiness, instead we
seek the desires of our flesh and what the world offers us. Like a corpse
that is dead to feeling, we who are dead in sin do not feel any remorse for
our sin, and have no realization of the consequences of our sin. Indeed the
theological term for someone who is dead in sin is “spiritual depravity”: we
are so corrupt and our hearts so hardened as stone is, that unless God
Himself makes us realize our sinful estate, we will never be able to realize it
ourselves, and will continually do evil. When you evangelize to your unsaved
friends, understand that you cannot convince them by your own efforts,
but only if the Holy Spirit makes them receptive to the Gospel. Do not be
discouraged: it is God’s will for you that you evangelize, but it is also God’s
will whether your friend will be saved, that the glory may be God'’s alone.

You might be tempted to think that surely even someone spiritually depraved
must be capable of doing good deeds, but consider that even when one
appears to be doing good, his motive might be to obtain the praise of man,
or to give himself some personal satisfaction of having something worthy.
In other words, when we are dead in sin, all our righteousness are as filthy
rags in God’s sight. Consider that even someone as wicked as Judas Iscariot
can feel sorry for his sins without confessing his need for a Saviour, and
likewise everyone who is dead in sin can still feel remorseful but without
true repentance. That is what sin does. Note the term is not dying in sin,
but dead in sin: we are already spiritually dead, separate from God.

Unless we are made alive or “quickened” just as the Ephesians who believed
in Christ as Saviour were quickened, we will suffer the consequences for our
sin: after our physical death, we will experience the second death, which
is eternal punishment in hellfire. God does not desire that you suffer these
consequences: listen to the Gospel!

THOUGHT: Have | ever realized how far sin has affected me?
PRAYER: O God, thank you for revealing to me my sinful estate!
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 Romans 8:7-8
“...they that are in the flesh cannot please God.”

WHY DOES GOD HATE SIN?

In my travels to East Asia, | increasingly find meeting rooms equipped with
handwash foam dispensers, as there are some people who feel the need
to continually to be clean and free from all disease. Sadly, these people do
not desire to be free from the disease of sin.

Romans 8:7-8 tells us “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God:
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please God.” God hates sin because God is
holy and free from all sin. Everything about God is holy, whether it is His
thoughts, His words or His works. God cannot stand sin. In contrast, every
unbeliever is living according to the desires of his flesh, and possessing a
carnal mind that is full of sinful thoughts and words. Not only is this carnal
mind totally against God, but it will forever be so, unless God causes the
sinner to realize his deprauvity.

We must not compare man and man, for you might think you are law
abiding and good in society’s eyes and are ‘saints’ compared to thieves
and murderers! The focus must be instead on God: can you come before
the thrice Holy God, and live?

Even if you profess you are saved, one proof of whether you truly are saved
is whether you realize that every sinful thought, word or deed of yours
displeases God? It is not to say that true believers will never sin; rather,
true believers will never be casual with sin, but will always struggle with
their sin, knowing fully well that God hates sin and He does not hear their
prayers if they regard iniquity in their hearts. What is your reaction when
your classmates around you have discovered the questions to the coming
common test from other classes who have already taken the same test?

THOUGHT: Do | struggle with sin or do | willfully sin?
PRAYER: O God, may | not displease Thee by sinning!
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 Romans 6:23

“...the wages of sin is death.”

WHAT IS THE PENALTY OF SIN?

Death is called the wages of sin because death is what sin deserves, just
like a worker is deserving of his wages for his labour to his master. To the
unbeliever, sin is his master, and death his wages for serving sin. Besides
spiritual death which we have considered, sin brings two other deaths:
physical death, and the second death which is eternal punishment (as
opposed to eternal life) in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14). There may be
some that think that a loving God surely cannot send His creation to hell,
but that contradicts what our Holy God has justly stated in His perfect Word
that death is what sin deserves.

That is why salvation must be a gift of God, for none of us in any way are
deserving of being saved from this death nor can we save ourselves. For
believers, if not for the Holy Spirit that pricked our hearts to see our need for
Christ as Saviour, we would never have done so in our own depraved state.
It is this gift of God that has made us spiritually alive instead of being dead
in sin, it is this same gift that convicts us we need not fear physical death, it
is this same gift that brings us eternal life rather than eternal death.

Bearing this thought that our sin deserves this terrible penalty of death,
how can we then continue in sin after being saved? To do so is telling the
whole world we take hellfire lightly, and that we take the gift of Jesus Christ
for granted, and that we imply that sin is still our master instead of Christ!
Nay, let us always remember that it is our sins that put Him on the Cross: it
is we who deserve to be on the Cross, not Him. It is we who deserve to be
punished for our sinful thoughts, words and deeds, not Him. If not for Him,
we can only live our lives miserably looking forward only to eternal torment
in hellfire that we justly and fully deserve as our wages for sin. Why do you
prefer to have sin as your master that will eventually reward you with such a
terrible end, instead of embracing Christ as your Lord and Saviour who has
sacrificed Himself to save you?

THOUGHT: To unbelievers, who seems to be their master?
PRAYER: O God, may | give you my total service and allegiance!

16



LORD’S DAY, JANUARY 16 Genesis 2:16-17

»

“...thou shalt not eat of it...

DIDN'T GOD CREATE SIN?

The above question is sometimes asked by unbelievers who do not want to
admit their sinful estate; they think that if they can find some contradiction
in the gospel, then the wages of sin do not apply to them, just like a lawyer
might find some loophole in the law to get his guilty client off scot free on
a technicality.

Genesis 2:16-17 says “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” God created man with the free will to
choose to do good or evil. As long as Adam obeyed God’s command not to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and instead partook of
the variety of fruits that existed in the garden, he did not sin. However, once
Adam and Eve did eat of the forbidden fruit, then sin entered into the world
(Romans 5:12). It was our first ancestor’s fault, not God’s design. One can
hardly blame the designer of the first knife for introducing killing by knife;
the fault rests on who misapplied the use of the knife to evil instead of good.
It is a travesty to accuse our Holy God of creating sin. It was man that chose
to rebel against God’s Law; God did not cause Adam to sin. In the same way,
Lucifer fell: this angel created by God chose to rebel against God too (Isaiah
14:12-14). Sin thus originated with Satan, who then tempted Adam to sin;
thus sin entered into this world.

Do you try to give excuses for your sin? Do you try to argue with God that
you do not deserve to be punished, thinking that you deserve better? Do
you tell God that you are still young and deserve multiple chances to make
mistakes, that your inexperience somehow excuses you from penalty? Are
you trying to argue with God? Remember, God is fully justified in His actions,
and we breathe every breath we take by His mercies alone (Lamentations
3:22-23). Do not test God.

THOUGHT: Do | try to excuse my own sin?
PRAYER: O God, against thee, thee only, have | sinned.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 17 Matthew 13:42

“..there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth...”

WHAT IS HELL LIKE?

Matthew 13:42 is a succinct description of hell: “And shall cast them into
a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Hell is
a furnace of fire: the word ‘furnace’ implies high heat and constancy of
burning from much that fuels the fire. The Valley of Hinnom in Jerusalem
was the city dump and incinerator for the rubbish of Jerusalem in ancient
times, and Jesus used the same name for hell, in Greek Gehenna. This
was apt because in both cases, the fire is unquenchable (Matthew 9:44),
and in the Valley of Hinnom, the only living things were worms that fed on
burning animal carcasses, and thus Jesus described hell as a place where
“their worm dieth not” implying that the occupants of hell would suffer this
torment forever without being burnt up.

There would be two reactions for every occupant of hell. Firstly, there will
be wailing as a result of the intense suffering experienced; emergency
room doctors will tell you that the worst wailing in the ER comes from burn
victims. The rich man in hell implored for water to cool the torment he
was experiencing (Luke 16:24). Secondly, there will be gnashing of teeth,
indicating regret for past sins, rage at all that caused him to end up like this,
and despair for no avenue of exit. Please do not believe those cartoons or
jokes that portray hell as a place where one will meet friends or where you
will enjoy yourself.

Dear teen, if you have not truly confessed Christ as your personal Saviour,
please do so today. Nothing is more important in this life that this decision
that affects your eternity. Nothing!

If you have unsaved friends or loved ones, do give them the gospel; for you
are not truly a friend if you do not care about where this friend is going
after death, and likewise you do not truly love your family member if you say
nothing about their eternity. Can you live with the thought that your unsaved
friend or loved one may one day be gnashing his teeth in hell at you for not
sharing the gospel?

THOUGHT: Am | really a true friend if | do not share the gospel?
PRAYER: O God, give me a passion to rescue the perishing!

18



TUESDAY, JANUARY 18 Romans 2:2
“...the judgment of God is according to truth...”

WHY DOES A GOD OF LOVE CREATE HELL?

There is an alarming number of professing Christian preachers who find it
so difficult to answer this question that they begin to argue that hell does
not exist as a place of eternal punishment, but only as a place where the
sinner is separated forever from God!

While God is a God of love, Romans 2:2 reminds us that that is only one
of God’s attributes, for God is also a God of justice: “But we are sure that
the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such
things.” Remember it is we sin, God does not that cause us to sin, and sin
must be punished, otherwise our God cannot be called a just God. Our God
is perfect in His judgment. God’s Law is the yardstick for determining sin.
The punishment for our sins is be no more or less than what we deserve.
While none of us who believe in the existence of hell would desire even
our worst enemy to be forever punished there, the fact remains that sin
is that heinous and grievous, and much evil abounds in this world of ours.
Since God is holy, He cannot stand sin, and it is thus consistent with His
character that sin must be severely punished, and we who are created in
His image and who have been made holy by the blood of Christ must also
view sin in the same light. We cannot join the world and overlook sin and
its consequences as many Christian preachers do. Instead, we must point
out to this dark world that the wages of sin is eternal death; for if it were not
so0, then surely even more of mankind would take sin lightly as they believe
the punishment is light. Nay, just as God punished the past wicked world
through flood and will bring Great Tribulation soon to our sin-sick world, God
has reserved hell for those in sin.

Dear teen, be careful of those who preach love and tolerance, and who thus
conform the image of God into one that fits their imagination. While many of
you desire love and are appalled at acts of hatred, do remember that love
rejoiceth in the truth (1 Corinthians 13:6), and the truth is that sin must
be punished. If you truly have love for others, then show them the truth of
God’s Word that their sin must be dealt with. Show them the truth that it is
precisely because God is a God of love, that He then sent His Son to die on
behalf of us sinners.

THOUGHT: Do | conform to the image of God in my thoughts?
PRAYER: O God, may | learn to be more like Thee each day!
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19 Luke 16:26
“...between us and you there is a great gulf fixed...”

IS THERE ANY ESCAPE FROM HELL?

The episode of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 is not a parable
but an actual incident. First of all, Jesus did not introduce it as a parable,
and also one of the persons is named (Lazarus) which never happens in a
parable. Thus, unlike a parable, we can see important truths in every verse
of this episode.

In Luke 16:26, Abraham told the rich man who was in hell: “And beside
all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that
would come from thence.” This verse tells us there is no escape from hell:
the great gap between heaven and hell is permanent, and no one can travel
from one to the other. The Greek word for gulf is chasma, from which we
get the modern word chasm, meaning a huge gap between two elevated
bodies. Lazarus was together with Abraham on the side of heaven, and
the rich man on the side of hell, the latter staring at this chasm that can
never be bridged and realizing that there is no escape from this eternal
punishment.

The obvious question to you: which side will you be on? Realize that you can
only be on one side, heaven or hell, eternal rest or eternal torment. There
is no half-way, or movement in-between. Once you arrive on the side of hell,
there is no more evangelism, no more gospel, no more opportunities to
accept Christ as one’s personal Saviour. While we are still on earth, Christ
is the bridge to heaven for all of us who know we deserve hell and call upon
Him to save us. Once we breathe our last breath, which may happen in a
flash before we realize it, we have no longer any opportunity to use this
bridge.

If you are sure you have a place on the right side, then you must consider
if you are living your lives on earth in preparation for your eternal stay in
heaven, or are you living your lives as if you are preparing for hell instead? It
is sad when Christians say they are citizens of heaven yet now live lust-filled
lives like the rich man did.

THOUGHT: Am | on the right side? Am | sure?
PRAYER: O Lord, may | live with eternity’s values in view!
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 Hebrews 9:27
“...but after this the judgment...”

WOULDN'T I JUST DISAPPEAR AFTER DEATH?

There are some who believe in Annihilationism: the theory that after death,
the soul just disappears. Usually this belief stems from the reluctance to
accept the existence of hell as created by a God of love. They believe that
while the souls of Christians go to heaven, the souls of those who aren’t
will simply vanish.

Hebrews 9:27 proves this theory is false: “And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment.” God has decreed that man will
die once and at the time appointed by Him, and has also decreed that
after this death man will be judged. There will be no disappearing of the
soul or any other escape from this decree of judgment. As we have studied
earlier, before that judgment throne, the penalty of sin is eternal death, not
a vanishing away. This order of death being followed by judgment is the
same for all men.

Christians will face the bema judgment of Christ, and the judgment will
be one of reward in heaven for our faithfulness towards Christ while on
earth (2 Corinthians 5:20). Unbelievers will face the Great White Throne
Judgment, and the judgment will be the casting of body and soul into the
lake of fire for sin and those whose names are not written in the book of life.
Again the obvious question: which judgment will you appear before? Your
decision while on earth to accept Christ as your personal Saviour and have
your name found in the book of life will determine which judgment you will
be at after you leave this earth. Remember, our God is a righteous judge,
and He will make no mistake. The only mistakes would be yours alone.

THOUGHT: How clear the distinction is between heaven and hell!
PRAYER: O God, may | be found faithful to Thee!
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 Matthew 5:3

“blessed are the poor in spirit...”

DO YOU SORROW FOR YOUR SIN?

This first beatitude is also the first step that anyone must take if he would
find God. He must have poverty of spirit which is to sorrow over sin. This is a
condition of heart which Jesus is referring to. It is definitely not about being
poor. It is against a spirit of self-reliance and self-confidence.

When a person is poor in spirit, he distrusts himself and sees no good
in himself. It is humility. He sees clearly how the sins he has committed
brought sorrow not only to himself but also to those around him. When the
prodigal son in Luke 15: 18 realizes that he had sinned against his father
and against heaven, he realized that he was an unworthy son. Before that,
he was careless about the way he treated his father and broke his father’s
heart when he took his inheritance (before his father died), departed far
away from home and wasted his life in worldly and sensual pleasures. His
utter selfishness destroyed his own life and brought sorrow to his father.
That is what sin does. It is a downward path of evil living and evil results.

A man who is poor in spirit is sorrowful and has a broken and contrite
heart. He is ashamed that he had been proud and vain, foolishly thinking of
himself more highly than he ought to think. It is here that all true Christian
experience begins. It is the absolute opposite of a self-assertive and
self-sufficient disposition. He comes to know himself as he truly is. He is
convicted of sin and to him God gives that first repentance which is needed
to faith in Christ. In other words, poverty of spirit is the beginning to see
oneself as God sees us.

Dear teen, are you conscious of your poverty of spirit? Do you know that
you are poor, wretched and blind to the beauty and holiness of Christ? It is
your sin that has nailed Christ to the cross of Calvary and He died in your
place. Why have you rejected Him? If you are a believer, daily die to self and
you will find yourselves growing more holy each day. This holiness will be
marked by a lowliness of heart.

THOUGHT: Christ can only fill the heart which has first been emptied of self.
PRAYER: Help me O God for | am a sinner! Make me more like Christ my
LORD and Saviour that | may glorify His holy Name.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 Matthew 5:4

»

“blessed are they that mourn...

IS THERE A SOLUTION?

The Beatitudes succeed one another, as St. Chrysostom, a famous early
Church Father of the fourth century says, like links in a golden chain. There
is a logical progression from one to another. After a person has seen the sin
in their lives, they turn to God. This is the solution. A denial or a turning to
the pleasures and vanities of the world would only lead to more heartaches
and sorrows. No matter how hard we try by our own strength and wisdom,
not to sin again, the sin nature in man will always surface and can never be
rooted out, except by the blood of Christ.

Thus with a conscious poverty of spirit, there is a mourning over our sinful
state. We see that our sin had nailed to the cross the Lord of Glory. This
mourning in spirit is the “godly sorrow which worketh repentance”(2
Corinthians 7: 10). This repentance towards God will point us to “faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ.” This, it must be pointed out, is also the work of the Holy
Spirit. When the three thousand were converted on the day of Pentecost in
Acts 2, it is recorded that they were pricked in their heart and cried out (Acts
2: 37). This is the work of the Holy Spirit.

For such mourning and sorrow over our sin, there is always divine comfort
as we turn and seek the Lord. We will receive the blessedness of being
instructed with wisdom from on high. We will know the blessedness of the
presence of the Holy Spirit and receive abundant grace for all our need.

Were you ever ashamed of a selfish act you have committed? Did you
earnestly seek the Lord to forgive you of that sin? Did you experience God’s
love, forgiving you and then blessing you with many loving favours like
precious friendships and kindness from friends? You also experienced His
grace to overcome that sin! Give glory and thanks to God. Imagine what
would happen if you had continued to live a life of selfish acts.

THOUGHT: We mourn too when many are dying without Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, may the Holy Spirit give us strength and grace to take the
sorrows in our heart as many dishonour our Lord.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 23 Matthew 5:6
“blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

HOW CAN | BE SAVED?

Hunger and thirst are the ever present physical needs of the human body.
The one who is hungry yearns for food; the one who is thirsty yearns for water.
The one who is hungering and thirsting after righteousness is a man who is
yearning for God within his own soul. Therefore he sets himself eagerly and
avidly to seek after God. He is prepared to do what God demands of him
and to do it with his whole heart.

This desire is what salvation is about. When you are awakened to your sinful
state, you are drawn also to the Saviour who can save you from your sins.
When you learn that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sins and died
for you, you come to Him for salvation. He is your righteousness. He can
cleanse and He can make whole. He will save those who come to Him with
broken and contrite heart, mourning over their defiling sins and realizing
their poverty of spirit. This sinner wants to be right with God.

Such a person who hungers and thirsts after righteousness shall be filled.
There is only one truly righteous One. He is the Son of God, the Saviour of
men. It is the righteousness of Jesus Christ which God gives to the soul that
seeks its Saviour. This is the glorious gospel. Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One, offered Himself for us. By that infinite sacrifice, He opened a way of
salvation to all who are poor in spirit and who mourn over their sin.

Dear teen, have you experienced this hungering after God? When you see
the awfulness of your sin, you will see your great need to come to God for
cleansing and purity in your life. Once you are saved, you will still have such
experiences for sin is ever with us and daily you need to come to Jesus for
His cleansing. You still need to hunger after Him for Jesus is the fullness
and joy of living.

THOUGHT: Blessed are all those who have received God’s gift of righteousness.
PRAYER: Lord, ever more give me this thirst and hunger for Thee and | shall
be filled and satisfied.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 24 John 1:1

“And the Word was made flesh...”

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

This grand majestic verse of John 1:1 proclaims unequivocally that Jesus
is God. His existence was before all time. Before His incarnation when He
came to earth as a baby and then growing into boyhood and finally a man,
He already existed. At the beginning of the book of Genesis, when we read
about how God created the heavens and the earth and all the creatures,
Jesus, the eternal Word, exists. “In the beginning”, in eternity past Jesus
exists, affirming Jesus’ deity.

Jesus Christ also co-existed with the Father. He was with God from eternity
and never separated from Him. All the attributes of the Father are found in
the Son, Jesus Christ. One of the most famous descriptive definitions of God
is in the Westminster Confession of Faith. “God is a spirit, infinite, eternal,
unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness
and truth.” That also exactly describes Jesus Christ who shares the same
attributes of God. Although Jesus Christ is a Person distinct from the Father,
He is of the same essence and nature with the Father. He is God, being of
one substance with the Father. The Word was with God and was God.

Whatyou have learnt above is the revelation of God given to John the Apostle.
He received this divine revelation that no man can know or understand and
he wrote it down for our understanding. The eternity and deity of Christ are
to be believed and received with joy and gladness. You and | worship Him
with our hearts and minds by faith. We worship the Son even as we worship
the Father (John 5:23).

THOUGHT: The finite mind accepts the infinite wisdom and revelation of God.
PRAYER: Lord, how great Thou art. How deep are the riches both of Thy
wisdom and knowledge. | praise and worship Thee.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 1 Peter 1:19

“...lamb without blemish and without spot.”

WHY CAN JESUS SAVE?

It is impossible for the mind of man to fully grasp the miracle of redemption
through Jesus Christ. This miracle of redemption is how He saved us, giving
up His life in order to buy us back, paying for our redemption. The price paid
for our redemption was not silver or gold. All the silver and gold of the world
can never pay for our sins and free us from the bondage of sin.

Our sins were paid in full at Calvary’s cross, when our Lord Jesus Christ
shed His precious blood for us. Exodus 12 records for us an event that was
a foreshadowing that this would happen. There in Exodus 12:29, there was
no blood on the doorposts and lintel of the Egyptian dwellings and so they
were unprotected from death. At midnight, the LORD smote all the first born
in the land. In the houses of the Israelites, the blood of the Passover lamb
smeared on the side posts and lintel protected them and they were safe.

Jesus saves for He alone died on the cross for our sins and it was accepted
by God the Father for Jesus was the perfect Lamb of God, without spot or
blemish. Thus if you believe in Jesus, that He died for your sins and His
precious blood cleanses you of your sins, you are saved. His precious blood
is effectual to take away your sins and God will remember your sins no
more “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered”
(Psalm 32:1).

Since you cannot buy your salvation and a place in heaven even if you have
all the money in the world, think and appreciate what love the Father has
for you that He sent Jesus to die to save you. What love it was too that Jesus,
the Son of God, was willing to lay down His life and shed His precious blood
to save a sinner like you. It is love so amazing that it is described as beyond
degree and beyond measure. If you have already trusted in the Lord and
asked for your sins to be forgiven, rejoice! But if you have not, will you not
do it today?

THOUGHT: God chose me before the foundation of the world.
PRAYER: Lord, thank you for salvation through the precious blood of your
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 1 John 5:20

”

“This is the true God, and eternal life.

IS JESUS THE SON OF GOD?

Jesus is not God’s Son in the sense of a human father and a son. Jesus is
God’s Son in the sense that He is God made manifest in human form (John
1:14). Jesus is God’s Son in that He was conceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit.
“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee: and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”
(Luke 1:35). Jesus is God, having the same nature as God.

Salvation means we understand that Jesus Christ was both fully man (when
he dwelt on earth in the flesh) and fully God - for only God could make full
atonement for sinners and only a man could be a substitute for man. We
ought to accept this truth for our finite minds could not possibly begin to
hold or comprehend the truth about Jesus. We can fully accept both fact
that Jesus is 100% man and 100% God, trusting and believing what God’s
Word tells us. Faith clings to Scripture alone.

1 John 5:20 tells us that the Son of God has already come into the world.
This was clearly taught to us in John 1. His birth and life has been recorded
for us in the four gospels. Not only that, in those gospels, He has taught us
and given us much revelation about the nature of His kingdom and the way
we ought to live if we are truly His. Truly He has given us understanding that
we may know Him. If you are in Him who is the true God, even His Son Jesus
Christ, you will enjoy eternal life.

Are you in Him who is the true God, even His Son Jesus Christ? Do not delay
if you are outside Him. Seek to know Him who is the living and true God.
There is no other to save you. “Neither in there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Only Jesus, always Jesus. He is the perfect
sacrifice that God accepts to take our place as sinners condemned and
destined for hell and destruction.

THOUGHT: Jesus Christ - the image of the invisible God.
PRAYER: Lord, make me to know Thee more fully, to glorify Thee and enjoy
Thee forever.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 Colossians 2:9
“...in him dwelleth all the followers of the Godhead bodily.”

IS JESUS FULLY GOD?

Which verse, in recent weeks in Teens RPG, has already taught us that
Jesus is fully God? Yes, it is from John 1. It clearly teaches us that “the Word
was God.” There are many other verses that teach this great and central
truth about Jesus Christ. Today, we shall consider Colossians 2: 9, clearly
declaring that in Jesus Christ “dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.”

When Jesus became man and walked the streets of Jerusalem, He had all
the attributes of God in Him too. Jesus was not lacking in any one attribute
of the Godhead. He was not merely endowed with the knowledge, or the
power, or the wisdom of God; but all the complete attributes so that Jesus
is fully God.

Thus as God is to be worshipped, so Jesus is the proper subject of worship.

“And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he
saith, And let all the angels of God worship him” (Hebrews 1:6). As God
is omnipotent, omniscient, immutable and eternal, so is Jesus. The divine
works of creation attributed to God is also attributed to Jesus. “I and my
Father are one” (John 10:30).

Dear teen, can you see now the error that many in this world hold when they
say that Jesus is a very great man and they stop at that? They do not see
the divine nature of Jesus - that He was fully God. Philippians 2:6 reminds
us, “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God.” Jesus was certainly not a lesser God but equal with God. All the
fullness of the Godhead was in Him. And all of His fullness comes into our
lives when we receive Jesus - everything we need for life and godliness.
We need to discover more of what it means to have Jesus in our heart. This
is the lifelong process of spiritual growth that lies ahead for you.

THOUGHT: “Ye are complete in him...” Colossians 2:10
PRAYER: Lord, ever more teach us to know that we have a wonderful Saviour
and a great God whom we ought to praise and magnify continually.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 Hebrews 4:15
“...tempted like as we are. yet without sin.”

WHY MUST JESUS BE FULLY MAN?

We have already established the fact that Jesus was fully man as He was
born in a manger, grew into boyhood and then manhood in his home in
Nazareth. He was acquainted with tiredness, hunger, thirst, sorrow and
grief. When He heard that His friend Lazarus died, He wept.

It was only as a high priest that Jesus was able to intercede on behalf of
man and thus represent man before God. In Old Testament times, the high
priest was the only one who entered the Holy of Holies, once a year, to
atone for the sins of the people of Israel. But first, as sinful man, he had to
atone for his own sins by sacrificing a goat.

Without being man, Christ could not be man’s sin-bearer. Thus Jesus had to
be fully man and fully God in order to be the perfect sin-bearer and sacrifice
that can atone for our sins. Our text tells us that He was “without sin.” Jesus
Christ acts both as high priest and sacrifice. When He died on the cross, He
took your place, and made His own pure soul and innocent body an offering
and perfect sacrifice for sin.

Jesus is like us in every aspect but without sin. How amazing that the divine
Son of God would not just take on part of our humanity but all of it - body,
mind and emotions. He became man in full so that He might save us in full.
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

My friend, there is no one who can take your sin away, there is no mere
human being, no church, no system - the Lord Jesus Christ is the only
high priest. He understands, sympathizes and succors those whom He
represents. As you go through distress and struggles with your sin, you are
represented this morning in heaven. Jesus the high priest has paid the price
for your sin and brings your problems before God the Father in heaven.

THOUGHT: No ordinary priest but Jesus the perfect high priest can take
away our sin.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for Your unconditional love that You went all the
way to the cross for my sin.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 Romans 10:4
“Being ignorant of God'’s rigtheousness...”

WHY DID JESUS NEED TO LEAD A PERFECT LIFE?

The law or the Ten Commandments were given so that the man who is
able to perfectly obey them would be deemed as righteous in God’s sight.
The law demands complete obedience but sinful man is unable to keep
the commandments perfectly and live a perfect life. Therefore all are
condemned and unrighteous before God.

The above verse teaches us that faith in Christ obtains for us this
righteousness for Christ was able to perform perfectly all the demands of
the law as He lived a perfect life. Such a perfect obedience to the law as
Jesus manifested accomplished justification before God, secures His favour
and eternal life. In other words, Christ, by His perfect life, gained for us
righteousness before God.

The end of the law, which was to justify men if they obey perfectly, is now
accomplished by faith in Christ. To everyone that believed in Jesus Christ,
it is as if they have perfectly obeyed the law. God sees them as having
performed all that the law required for God sees Christ in them and He led
a perfect life of obedience to the law. If Jesus did not lead a perfect life,
how can He be said to have fulfilled the requirements of the law? The law
demands perfection and every one of us falls short of it. But Christ is able
to give the law all it requires. Jesus makes us righteous, and therefore we
are saved if we believe on Him, even as Abraham believed God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.

Dear friend, do you believe in Jesus? There is no more important question in
this world. It is not mere mental assent. It is not just going with the flow. To
believe is to trust with your heart and mind, to confide, to depend upon, to
rely upon, to rest in. Do you believe that He is able to save to the uttermost
them who come to God by Him? Then look to Jesus for righteousness.

THOUGHT: Submit to God’s plan of righteousness.
PRAYER: Lord of my righteousness, thank You for Your full and perfect
obedience that secured for me righteousness, even eternal life.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 30 Matthew 26:39

»

“Let this cup pass from me...

WHAT WAS THE CUP OF MATTHEW 26:39?

What was it that made Jesus to be in the deepest anguish and the most
earnest entreaty? Here in the Garden of Gethsemane, He kneeled and
then fell with his face on the ground, in deep agony of soul and fervency of
prayer. This was the usual posture of prayer in times of great earnestness.
Spiritually speaking, Jesus was engaged in an encounter with the powers
of darkness.

His prayer was that if it be possible, that is, if the world can be redeemed;
if it be consistent with God'’s justice, that men should be saved without this
extremity of sorrow, let this be done. Alas! It was not possible. It was not
consistent with the justice of God that men should be saved without the
awful sufferings of the atonement that Jesus undertook on the cross of
Calvary.

The bitter cup of sufferings included bearing the iniquities which the Father
laid upon Him. These sufferings and iniquities were for our sins. As we are
sorry for our particular sins, so was He grieved for the sins of us all. Jesus
submitted cheerfully to the will of God, in all His trials. He was strengthened
in His soul to endure all the sufferings (Psalm 138:3).

Dear teen, as you go through dark days and needs drink of the bitter cup
which God puts into your hands, learn to submit to God’s will. As you struggle,
God'’s all sufficient grace will see you through. Be resolved, as Jesus was, to
do the Father’s will. Jesus triumphed over death and the grave and brought
joy and salvation to all by His submission to go the way of the cross. That,
my friend, is the secret of victorious Christian living.

THOUGHT: Christ’s sorrow is the foundation of our joy.
PRAYER: Lord, amazing love that it was for me that Christ bore the cup of
suffering.

31



MONDAY, JANUARY 31 Philippians 2:8

“he humbled himself...”

WHAT HAPPENED AT CALVARY?

The Apostle Paul tells us the depth of Jesus’ condescension to become
man. He says of Him, “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God.” You and | have no idea how high an honour it is to
be equal with God! How can we, therefore, measure the condescension of
Christ.

Jesus lived humbly with Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. He associated
Himself with lowly men like the fishermen around Galilee. But, with awe
and reverence, we see Him in His death at Calvary. He needed not to die,
yet He was willing to surrender His life. He said, “I have power to lay it down,
and | have power to take it again” (John 10:18).

Jesus died as a criminal upon the cross of Calvary. He was made a curse for
us! Crucifixion is the worst kind of death. It was a violent and excruciatingly
painful death. The nails pierced His hands and feet. The weight of the body
was made to hang upon these tender parts of the body. He was made a
spectacle, as He hung there with the thieves by His side, in view of the
general public. Our Lord, the King of Glory was in the Valley of Humiliation.

Jesus, by dying has vindicated law and justice. His precious blood has
washed away our sins. Have you applied it to your sins and asked for His
cleansing flow? Cultivate a great hatred of sin. Learn to love, trust and obey
the Lord more and more. Wean yourself from the love of the world and the
things that are in the world (1 John 2:15-16).

THOUGHT: Rejoice if you are counted worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake.
PRAYER: Lord, King of my life, | crown thee now, Thine shall the glory be.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 Isaiah 53:5
“...while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO DIE ON THE CROSS?

What is the greatest pain that you have ever suffered? A broken bone, a
toothache, or perhaps cuts from a bad fall? For me, the worst injury | ever
suffered is probably a sprained ankle - nothing very major, but painful
nonetheless.

Few or in fact none of us, therefore, can even begin to imagine the horror
of death by crucifixion. Basically, the person being crucified is nailed by his
hands and feet to a large wooden cross, or sometimes to a horizontal beam
that is then attached to a tree trunk. For every breath that the person takes,
he has to lift up his body by pushing up on the feet and arms; however,
this would cause a searing, fiery pain because of the nails pierced into the
hands and feet. Eventually, when the person no longer has the strength
to lift himself up to breathe, he would die of suffocation. What a slow,
agonizing and painful way to die!

In today’s reading, we read that Christ was “wounded” and “bruised”, and
that he suffered “chastisement” and “stripes”. Amazingly, even though
this prophecy was written 700 years before the crucifixion of Christ, the
description is so minutely accurate! The wounds that Christ suffered were
the piercing of His hands and feet, and also of His side after He was dead
(John 19:34). He was bruised, or crushed, by the weight of the sorrows
that He bore on His shoulders. He suffered chastisement, which was
the punishment for our sins. And He endured stripes, which refers to the
beating and scourging He was given (Matthew 27:26). Besides the physical
torment, there is also the humiliation involved. Christ had to carry his own
cross to Calvary, while the crowds mocked and jeered. In the depth of His
sufferings, He was stared at and spat on by the onlookers. He was stripped
of all dignity, and died the death of only the most wicked criminals.

Dear teen, do you realize that all that Christ had to endure was for your
sake? It was because of our “transgressions” and “sins” that Christ had to
die this cruel death, in order we might have “peace” and be “healed”. Will
you carry on in your sins and take Christ’s sacrifice for granted, or will you
live a consecrated life for Him today?

THOUGHT: All that Christ suffered was for me!
PRAYER: Lord, thank You for Your great sacrifice.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 2 Corinthians 5:21
“...and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

WHAT WERE THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST?

Have you ever experienced the anguish that comes when you know that
you have sinned? It is certainly not a pleasant feeling, for the weight of
guilt feels almost physically heavy in our hearts, and there is a feeling of
separation from God.

How do you think Christ felt, then, when He bore the guilt for our sins? In
today’s reading, we read that God made Christ “to be sin for us”. Certainly,
this does not mean that Christ was at any point a sinner or guilty of any
sin. The next phrase makes this very clear - Christ “knew no sin”. Rather, it
refers to the fact that Christ was made to bear the guilt for our sins. Christ,
the perfectly holy and sinless Son of God, who hates sin with His entire
being, took on Himself all the sins of the world! All that He hated most
deeply was poured out fully upon Him - and this He did voluntarily, for our
sakes. What amazing love, what wonderful compassion! Because of this,
Christ was also made to suffer the punishment and consequence of sin. In
that moment the weight of the sins of the world was on His shoulders. And
as He bore the guilt of our sins alone, God the Father poured out on Jesus
the fury of His wrath - the anger of a holy, righteous God against the filth
and wickedness of the sin of the world.

To what end? Why did Christ willingly put Himself through such intense
suffering and agony? The second part of the verse gives us the answer -
“that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”. Because of what
Christ did for us on the cross of Calvary, we are now declared righteous in
the sight of God. Christ who was holy and pure was made sin, that we who
are wretched and sinful might be made righteous. Truly, how marvelous the
whole plan of salvation is!

Dear teen, what is your response to this wonderful truth? Do you realize
that Christ went through all these sufferings in your place? That, because
of Christ’s sacrifice, you have been saved from the wrath of God? Or have
you become dulled to sin, that you no longer view it as horrid and vile? Dear
teen, come with a repentant heart to Jesus today.

THOUGHT: God treated Christ as the guilty one, so that He could treat us as
right in His sight.
PRAYER: Lord, help me never to take Your sufferings for granted.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 Hebrews 10:12

»

“For in that he died, he died unto sin once...

HOW IS CHRIST THE SACRIFICE FOR SIN?

When you went to church last Sunday, did you go with a lamb or bullock in
tow? Or perhaps a bird cage containing a pair of pigeons, or a turtledoves?
‘How absurd!’, you may think.

For God’s chosen people living in the Old Testament times, this was not a
strange practice at all! God instituted the Levitical system of sacrifice as
the means by which the Israelites could be cleansed of their sins. A chief
requirement for the animals which they presented as their sacrifice was that
they had to be “without blemish” (Leviticus 22:17-25). Imagine this - every
single time you commit a sin, you would have to buy or otherwise obtain
a specified animal that is physically perfect and flawless. You would then
have to bring it to the priest who would sacrifice it on the altar, according to
a set of rules and guidelines. Perhaps you would really think twice before
sinning!

Today, however, we no longer have to carry out such a tedious process, for
the “one sacrifice” offered by Christ has been offered “for sins for ever”!
This sacrifice is none other than Christ Himself, “the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In order to satisfy God’s
requirement, Jesus had to be the spotless and unblemished Lamb of God.
This, He fulfilled, by living a perfect and sinless life as a Man on this earth in
complete obedience to God’s holy law (called His ‘active obedience’), as well
as by taking on Himself the sufferings necessary to pay the penalty for our
sins, even submitting to death on the cross (called His ‘passive obedience’).
Christ’s sacrifice was so perfect and complete that it was sufficient for all
the sins of the world. Unlike the priests in the Old Testament who needed
to offer up sacrifices daily, Christ only needed to do this “once, when he
offered up himself” (Hebrews 7:27). The word “once” in this verse carries
the idea of “once, for all” - one and only one sacrifice is necessary.

How wonderful it is, dear teen, that Christ’s single act of sacrifice is sufficient
to bring salvation to you and to me! Do you treasure this wonderful gift? Will
you not live for Christ today, and tell a friend of the wonderful Saviour that
you have?

THOUGHT: Christ’s sacrifice is once and for all!
PRAYER: Lord, lead me to some soul today.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 Hebrews 9:22

”

“...and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

ARE WE SAVED BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS?

What is so significant about blood? It runs throughout your entire body,
delivering oxygen to all the parts of your body in order to give you life.
Without blood, no human can possibly live.

In Leviticus 17:11, we find a very clear explanation on the significance of
blood: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and | have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul”. Therefore, for every animal that was
brought as a sacrifice before God, the priest had to slay it and pour out its
blood, and sprinkle its blood on the altar. While sometimes things were
purified by water or fire, in general, “almost all things are by the law purged
with blood”.

That is why, in today’s reading, we read that “without shedding of blood is no
remission”. Blood represents life, and when blood is shed, it is evidence of
the fact that a life is being given. In the Old Testament times, the sprinkling
or pouring out of the blood of the sacrificed animal signified that its life
was given to God instead of the sinner’s life. That is why, for Christ to be
our Saviour, He had to shed His blood. His precious blood which was shed
for us on the cross of Calvary is the clear evidence that His life blood was
poured out when He died a sacrificial death to pay for our redemption. This
blood therefore has the power to cleanse us from all our sins.

Dear teen, are you thankful for the blood that Jesus Christ has shed for
your sake? The writer of Hebrews puts this point across wonderfully - “For
if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling
the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?” (Hebrews 9:13-14). Today, we no longer have to rely on the blood of
bulls and goats to cleanse us from our sins, for the blood of Jesus alone
is sufficient. The question that remains is, has this blood been applied to
your sins yet?

THOUGHT: What can wash away my sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
PRAYER: Lord, cleanse me with Your precious blood.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 John 8:16
“But it shall not be well with the wicked...because he feareth not before God.”

WHAT IS GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT?

| know of many young people who have a very blasé attitude towards sin.
They like to think, “Even though | sin, my life is good! God isn’t punishing me
in any way, so | can carry on sinning as | like”.

Is this the right attitude to have? In today’s reading, Jesus Christ said to
the Pharisees, “my judgment is true”. Though the judgment time was not
yet come during Jesus’ first coming, this served as a warning to the Jews
that He had the same authority as God the Father to judge them “according
to truth” (Romans 2:2). This was a rebuke against the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees - though they focused so much on the outward appearance,
God would one day judge them according to truth, according to the inner
motives of their hearts.

So what exactly is the righteous judgment of God? The Word of God tells us
very clearly that God is a holy God who hates sin - “Thou art of purer eyes
than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” (Habakkuk 1:13). In His
eyes, sin is so vile, so wicked, so evil. As He is holy, He demands that we
be holy too. Sinners, falling short of this standard, will therefore one day
be judged and punished by God. And the punishment is clear: “the wages
of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) - not just a physical death, but an eternal
one. Though they might seem to go scot-free in this present life, they will
definitely be judged “according to their works” in the next (Revelation 20:13).
God is also a just God whose righteousness must be satisfied. There is thus
no way that God could ever allow a sinner to go unpunished, outside of the
salvation achieved through Christ’s death.

Dear teen, do you have a similar attitude towards sin? Do you not realize
that God delays in judgment not because He will not judge, but only because
of His longsuffering and mercies? Will you not repent, before it is too late?

THOUGHT: All sinners will have to face God’s judgment.
PRAYER: Lord, save me from the judgment to come.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 Romans 5:9
“..Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.”

WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION?

Recall the last time you did something wrong. Did you try to make excuses
for it? Perhaps you did not complete your homework, and you tried to justify
yourself to your teacher by saying that you had no time. Or perhaps you got
into a fight with your sibling, and you tried to justify yourself to your parents
by saying that it was your sibling who started the fight. Most of the time,
though, you will still be punished for your wrongdoing, no matter how hard
you try to justify yourself.

How comforting it is, then, to know that when it comes to our salvation, we
do not need to justify ourselves before God. Indeed, if we had to, we would
never be able to, for we are indeed guilty of every single sin that we commit!
Instead, we who come to Jesus for salvation are “justified by his blood”,
as today’s reading tells us. The word “justify” here means to declare or to
regard as just, innocent or righteous. Through the blood which Jesus Christ
shed for us on the cross of Calvary, we have been declared innocent in the
sight of God. We are pardoned of all our sins, and accepted as righteous
before Him, not because we really are that good, but only because of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Do note that being justified does not mean that we instantly become
perfectly righteous, or that we will never sin again. While we remain on this
earth in our mortal bodies, we will, sadly, still fall into sin. But the assurance
we have is that, in God’s eyes, we have been declared righteous, and He will
forgive us each time we come to Him in repentance.

There is therefore no reason at all for us to boast or to be proud of our
salvation, for it is entirely through the grace of God and through Christ’s
sacrifice! Dear teen, may you therefore thank the Lord daily for His wondrous
gift of salvation, that you may even be “saved from wrath through him”. May
you also not take His grace and forgiveness for granted, but instead strive
to lead a pure and blameless life.

THOUGHT: Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to lead a pure and blameless life.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7 Romans 5:10
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”

WHAT IS RECONCILIATION?

Is there anybody in your life whom you regard as an enemy? In my teenage
years, | recall having some people in my life that | really did not like. Looking
back, it all seems so childish and petty, but those feelings of intense dislike
were very real at that time.

But what are these, compared to how God regarded us when we were still
unsaved? Today’s reading tells us that, before we were saved, we were
enemies of God! It may seem such a strong word, but it perfectly describes
the relationship that used to exist between God and us. On God'’s part, His
holy and just nature give Him a hatred for sin, such that He regarded us
sinners as His enemies. And on our part, we had no love for God at all.
We hated His laws, broke His commandments and lived according to our
own lusts and desires. Ephesians 2:2-3 describes us as “children of wrath”
and “children of disobedience” who “walked according to the course of this
world”.

Praise the Lord, that we can be reconciled to Him “by the death of his Son”!
Through Christ’s death on Calvary’s cross, we are justified, such that we are
no longer alienated from God. We are brought into a relationship, friendship
and love with God, and we now enjoy blessed harmony and unity with Him.
Dear teen, have you experienced the blessedness of this relationship?
Have you been reconciled to God? Or are you still His enemy, alienated from
Him and living a life of disobedience and rebellion? And if you have been
reconciled to Him, 2 Corinthians 5:19 says that God has now “committed
unto us the word of reconciliation”, which means that we are to make
known to others this message of how they can be reconciled to God. This
includes even those whom you regard as your ‘enemies’, for what wrong
can they have done to you that is greater than the wrongs that you did
against God in the past?

How many are the lost that | have lifted?
How many are the chained I've helped to free?
| wonder, have | done my best for Jesus,
When He has done so much for me?

THOUGHT: Nobody can have wronged me more than | have wronged God.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to be a peacemaker.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 Romans 5:11
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.”

WHAT IS ATONEMENT?

The word “atonement” here means “reconciliation”, or “restoration to
favour”. Literally, it comes from the words, “at one”, hence it has the idea of
two parties being at one. It is the only time that this word appears in the New
Testament, and it refers to the work Christ did in His life and death to earn
our salvation. It encompasses the entire work of Christ - from His birth in a
manger in Bethlehem some 2000 years ago, to His life and ministry during
the 33 years He spent on this earth, to His death on the cross at Calvary.

From His birth, Christ had a singular purpose for coming to this e